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BOSSUET 



f AOQITES BENIGNB BOBSUBT wau boni at Dijon, in Bnigundy, on Septan- 
^ ber 27, 1627. His father, a ooandUor in the Parliament ot Mets, left hia 
children to the care of their nnde, who was a councillor in tUe Parliament o( 
Dijon. Yoang Bossnet reoeiTed his eaiiy education at the College of Jesuit! 
In the town just named; in 1642, at the age of fifteen, he went to complete hlf 
studies at the College c<f Navarre, in Paris. In 1660 he became a licentiate in 
theology at Metz, and, two years later, a doctor in theology; ordained a priest^ 
he was placed at the head of an ecdesiastical mission sent to Lorratne to ooii* 
▼ert the Protestants of that country. In 1667, having already become oela* 
brated for his sermons, he was called to Paris, and there preached for three 
Buccessive years in the Convent of St Thomas d* Aquinas. In 1661 he was 
faivited to preach at the Louvre, before the King, Louis XIV. Eight yean 
later he was called upon to pronounce the funeral oration of the Queen Dow> 
ager of England, Henriette of France, widow of Charles L The eloquence 
which he exhibited on this occasion brought him the bishopric of Condom, 
and soon afterward the post of tutor to the Dauphin of France. In 1670 ha 
delivered a funeral oration on Henriette of England, daughter of Henriette of 
France and Charles L, who had married the Due d'Orleans, younger brother of 
Louis XIV. In 1671, Bossuet was elected a member of the French Academy. 
The education of the Dauphin was finished in 1682, and his preceptor was re- 
warded by a nomination to the bishopric of Meaux. Thenceforward, with the 
exception of a few funeral orations, his life was entirely devoted to controver- 
sial writings and to the defence of the Catholic faith. He died, at the age ol 
seventy-seven, in 1704. In the oration, a part of which is here reproduced, the 
eulogy on the Prince de Cond^, who, with the possible exception of Turenne, 
was the foremost captidn of the seventeenth oentury, Boesuet Is thought to 
have touohed the height of sublimitj. 



FUNERAL ORATION ON THE PRINCE DE CONDE 

IN beginning this address, in which I purpose to cele- 
brate the immortal gloiy of Louis de Bourbon, Prince 
de Oond^, 1 feel myself overweighted both by the 
grandeur of the subject and, to be frank, by the fruitless- 
ness of the efiort What part of the inhabited world haa 
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not heard of the victories of the Prince de Cond^ and the 
wonders of his life? They are recounted everywhere; 
the J^renchman who boasts of them in the presence of the 
foreigner tells him nothing which the latter does not know; 
and in no matter how exalted a strain I might sound his 
praises, 1 should still feel that in your hearts you were con- 
vinced that 1 deserved the reproach of falling far short of 
doing him justice. An orator, feeble as he is, cannot do 
anything for the perpetuation of the glory of extraordinary 
Bouls. Le Sage was right when he said that ''their deeds 
alone can praise tbem*'; no other praise is of any effect 
where great names are concerned; and it needs but the 
simple story of his deeds faithfully recorded to sustain 
the glory of the Prince de Cond^. But, while awaiting 
the appearance of the history which is to tell the story of 
bis life to coming ages, it is necessary to satisfy as best we 
may the public recognition of his merit and bow to the order 
of the greatest of all sovereigns. What does not the king- 
dom owe to a prince who has honored the house of France, 
the French name, his century, and, so to speak, all man- 
kind? Louis the Great himself shares these sentiments; 
after having mourned this great man, and by his. tears, 
shed in the presence of his entire court, rather than by 
words, uttered the most glorious eulogy he could receive, 
he assembled together in this celebrated temple all that is 
most august in his realm, in order that the last rites to the 
memory of this prince might there be celebrated; and he 
wishes that my feeble voice should animate all this funeral 
equipage. Let us try, then, to forget our grief. Here an 
object greater and worthier of this pulpit presents itself to 
my mind: it is God who makes warriors and conquerors. 
"It is thooy" said David unto Him, "who hast trained my 
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hand to battle, and my fingen to hold the sword.*' If He 
inspires courage, no less is He the bestower of other great 
qualities, both of heart and of mind. His mighty hand is 
the source of everything ; it is He who sends from heaven 
generous sentiments, wise counsels and every worthy thought. 
But He wishes us to know how to distinguish between the 
gifts He abandons to His enemies and those He reserves 
for His servants. What distinguishes His friends from all 
others is piety. Until this gift of Heaven has been received, 
all others not only are as naught, but even bring ruin on 
those who are endowed with them; without this inesti- 
mable gift of piety what would the Prince de Cond^ have 
been, even with his great heart and great genius ? No, my 
brethren, if piety had not, as it were, consecrated his other 
virtues, these princes would have found no consolation for 
their grief, nor this pontiff any confidence in his prayers, 
nor would 1 myself utter with conviction the praises which 
I owe so great a man. Let us, by this example, then, set 
human glory at naught; let us destroy the idol of the am- 
bitious, that it might fall to pieces before this altar. Let 
us to-day join t<^ether (for with a subject so noble we may 
doit) all the finest qualities of a superior nature; and, for 
the glory of truth, let us demonstrate, in a prince admired 
of the universe, that what makes heroes, that what carries 
to the highest pitch worldly glory, worth, magnanimity, nat- 
ural goodness — all attributes of the heart; vivacity, pene- 
tration, grandeur and sublimity of genius— attributes of the 
mind; would be but an illusion were piety not a part ai 
them — ^in a word, that piety is the essence of the man. It 
is this, gentlemen, which you will see in the forever mem- 
orable life of the most high and mighty Prince Louis de 
JBourbcm, Prince de Cond^, first prince of the blood. 
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Gtod has revealed to us that He alone creates conquer- 
ors, and that He makes them serve his designs. What 
other created a Cyrus if it is not God who named him two 
hundred years before his birth in the Prophecies of Isaiah ? 
*^Thou art as yet unborn/' He said unto him, '^but I see 
thee, and I named thee by thy name ; thou shalt be caUed 
Cyrus. I will walk before thee in battle; at thy approach 
1 will put kings to flight; I will break down doors of brass. 
It is I that stretch out the heavens, that support the earth, 
that name that which is not as that which is," that is to 
say, it is I that create everything and I that see, from eter- 
nity, all that 1 create. What other could fashion an Al- 
exander, if it is not this same God who caused the un- 
quenchable ardor of Daniel, His prophet, to see from so 
great a distance and by means of f oreshadowings so vivid. 
•*Do you see him," he says, **this conqueror; with what 
rapidity he rises from the west by bounds, as it were, and 
touches not the earth?" In the boldness of his leaps, and 
the lightness of his tread like unto some powerful and frisk- 
ing beast, he advances by quick and impetuous bounds, and 
nor mountain nor precipice arrests his progress. Already 
has the King of Persia fallen into his hands. *^ At his sight 
he was exasperated; efferatua est in eum," says the prophet; 
'*he strikes him down, he tramples him under foot; none 
can save him from his blows nor cheat him of his prey." 
But to hear these words of Daniel, whom would you sup- 
pose you perceived, gentlemen, under that figure of speech 
— ^Alexander or the Prince de Cond^ ? Gkxl gave him that 
dauntless valor that France might enjoy safety during the 
minority of a king but four years old. Let him grow up, 
this king, cherished of Heaven, and all will yield to his 
exploits; rising above lug own followers, as well as his 
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enemies, he will know how sometimes to make nse of, and 
at others to dispense with, his most illnstrious captains, and 
alone, under the hand of God, who will be his constant aid, 
he will be seen to be the stanch rampart of his dominion& 
But God chose the Due d'Enghien to defend him in his in- 
lancj. So, toward the first days of his reign, at the age of 
twenty-two years, the duke conceived a plan in the armor 
of which the seasoned veterans could find no vulnerable 
point; but victory justified his course at Bocroi. The op- 
posing force, it is true, is stronger ; it is composed of those 
old Walloon, Italian and Spanish regiments that, up to that 
time, could not be broken; but at what valuation should 
be placed the courage inspired in our troops by the press- 
ing necessities of the state, by past successes, and by a 
young prince of the blood in whose eyes could be read vic- 
tory 7 Don Francisco de Meiros awaits the onset with a firm 
foot; and, without being able to retreat, the two generals 
and the two armies seemed to have wished to imprison 
themselves in the woods and the marshes in order to de- 
cide the issue of combat like two champions in the lists. 
Then what a sight is presented to the eye I The young 
prince appears another man; touched by an object so 
worthy, his great soul displays all its sublimity; his 
courage waxes with the dangers it has to encounter and 
his penetration becomes keener as his ardor increases. 
That night, which had to be spent in the presence of the 
enemy, like the vigilant commander that he was, he was 
the last to retire. But never were his slumbers more 
peaceful. On the eve of so momentous a day, when the 
first battle is to be fought, his mind is entirely tranquil, so 
thoroughly is he in his element; and it is well known that, 
on the morrow, at the hour he had indicated, it was neces- 
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sary to awaken this second Alexander, from a deep slamber. 
Do you see him as he rushes on to victory or death? No 
sooner had he inspired the ranks with the ardor with which 
his soul was animated than he was seen almost at the same 
time to press the right wing of the enemy, support our own 
shaken by the shock of the charge, rally the disheartened 
and almost vanquished French forces, put to flight the vic- 
torious Spaniards, carrying dismay everywhere, and terri- 
fying by his lightning glances those who escape his blows. 
There still remained that dreaded infantry of the Spanish 
army, whose great battalions in close line of battle like so 
many towers; but towers which knew how to repair their 
breaches, were unshaken by the onset, and, though the rest 
of the army was put to rout, maintained a steady fire. Thrice 
the young conqueror attempted to break the ranks of these 
intrepid warriors, thrice was be repulsed by the valorous 
Gomte de Fontaines, who was borne to the scene of com- 
bat in his invalid's chair, by reason of his bodily infirmi- 
ties, thus demonstrating that the warrior's soul has the as- 
cendant over the body it animates. But at last was he 
forced to yield. In vain does Beck, with a body of fresh 
cavalry, hasten his march through the woods in order to 
attack our exhausted soldiers; the prince has forestalled 
him; the defeated battalions are asking quarter.^ But vic- 
tory for the Due d'Enghien was destined to be more ter- 
rible than the combat. While, with an air of confidence, 
he advances to receive the sun^nder of these brave fel- 
lows, they, on their part, still on their guard, are in dread 
of being surprised by a fresh attack. The frightful havoo 
wrought by the discharge of their musketry infuriates our 
troops. Oamage is now rampant; the bloodshed intoxi- 
oateB the soldiers to a high degree. But the princOi who 
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oonld not bear to Bee these lions slanghtered like so many 
lambs, calmed their overwrooght feelings and enhanoed the 
pleasure of victory by that of pardoning the yanqaished. 
What, then, was the astonishment of these veteran troops 
and their brave officers when they perceived that their 
only salvation was to give themselves np to their con- 
queror 1 With what wonder did they regard the young 
prince, whose victory had rendered still more impressive 
his customary proud bearing, to which, however, his clem- 
ency had imparted a new grace. How willingly would he 
have saved the life of the brave Comte de Fontaines, but 
unhappily he lay stretched upon the field of battle among 
the thousands of dead bodies, those whose loss is still kept 
by Spain. Spain knew not that the prince who caused her 
the loss of so many of her old regiments on the day of 
Bocroi was to finish the rest on the plains of Lens. Thus 
the first victory was the guarantee of many others. The 
prince bent his knee and on the field of battle rendered to 
the Lord of Hosts the glory He had sent him. There was 
celebrated the deliverance of Bocroi, and thanksgivings 
were uttered that the threats of a once dreaded enemy had 
resulted in his own shameful defeat; that the regency was 
strengthened, France calmed, and a reign which was to 
be so illustrious begun by an augury so auspicious. The 
army led in thanksgiving; all France followed; the first 
venture of the Due d'Enghien was lauded to the skies. 
Praise sufficient to render others forever illustrious; but 
for him it was but the first stage in his career 1 

As a result of this first campaign, and after the capture 

of Thionville, a priae worthy of the victory gained at 

Bocroi, he was regarded as ' an adversary equally to be 

^ feared in sieges and in battles. But there is one trait 
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in the character of the TictoriottB yonng prince no less 
admirable than that which was brought out by viclory. 
The courti which at his arrival was prepared to welcome 
him with the plaudits he desenred, was surprised at the 
manner in which he received them. The queen-regent 
assured him that the king was well pleased with his ser- 
vices. This from the lips of his sovereign was a fitting 
recompense for his labors. If others dared to praise him, 
however, he treated their eulogies as insults, and, impatient 
of flattery, he was in dread even of its semblance. Such 
was the delicacy, or rather the solidity of character, of this 
prince. Moreover his maxim was (listen; for it is a maxim 
which makes great men), that, in the performance of great 
deeds, one's sole thought should be to perform them well, 
and leave glory to follow in the train of virtue. It is this 
which he has endeavored to instil into others, and by this 
principle has he himself ever been guided. Thus false glory 
had no temptation for him. It was with truth and greatness 
alone that he was concerned. Thus it came about that his 
glory was wrapped up in the service of the king and in the 
happiness and wellbeing of the state ; they were the objects 
nearest his heart; these were his first and most cherished 
desires. The court had but little charm for him, or occu* 
pation suited to his talents, though he was there regarded 
as its greatest hero. It was deemed needful to exhibit 
everywhere in Germany, as in Flanders, the intrepid de- 
fender whom God had given us. Bemark well what is 
about to transpire: There is being formed against the 
prince an enterprise of a more formidable nature than 
that at Socroi; and, in order to put his talents to the 
test, warfare is about to drain all its resources, and call 
to its aid every known invention. What is it that is pre- 
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sented to my vision f I see not merely men to meet in 
oomtet but inaccessible mountains: on one side are ravines 
and predpioes; on the other impenetrable forests in the 
heart of which are marshes, and in proximity to streams 
are impregnable intrenchments ; everywhere are lofty for- 
tresses and forests of felled trees lying across roads which 
are fhghtfai; and there arises Merei, with his worthy Ba« 
varians inflated by the large measure of success which haa 
fallen to their arms and by the capture of Fribourg ; Meroi| 
whom none has ever seen retreat from the combat; Merei, 
whom the Prince de Cond^ and the vigilant Turenne have 
never surprised in a movement that was not in accord with 
the rules of warfare, and to wHom they have conceded this 
great mark of admiration — ^that never has he lost a single 
favorable opportunity, nor failed to anticipate their designs 
as though he had taken part in their councils. Here, then, 
in the course of eight days, and by four separate attacks, is 
seen how much can be supported and undertaken in war. 
Our troops seem as much dispirited by the frightful condi- 
tion of the field of battle as by the resistance of the enemyi 
and for a time the prince sees himself, so to speak, aban^ 
doned. But like a second Maccabee, '^his right arm aban- 
dons him not, and his courage, inflamed by so many perils, 
oame to his aid." No sooner had he been seen on foot the 
first to sc^le those inaccessible heights, than his ardor drew 
the whole army after him. Merci sees himself lost beyoud 
redamption; his best regiments are defeated; nightfall is 
the salvation of the remainder of his army. But a severe 
rainstorm serves to add to our difficulties and discourage- 
ments, so that we have at the same time to contend with not 
only the highest courage and the perfection of art, but the 
forces of nature as well. In spite of the advantage that an 
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enemy, as able as he is bold, takes of these conditions, and 
the fact that he intrenches himself anew in his impregnable 
mountains, hard pressed on every side, he is forced not only 
to allow his cannon and baggage to fall a prey to the Duo 
d'Enghien, but also all the country bordering the Bhine. 
See how everything is shaken to its foundation: Philipsbuig 
is in dire distress in ten days, in spite of the winter now 
close at hand; Philipsburg, which so long held the Bhine 
captive under our laws, and whose loss the greatest of kings 
so gloriously retrieved. Worms, Spire, Mayence, Landau, 
twenty other places I might name, open their portab: Merci 
is unable to defend them, and no longer faces his conqueror. 
It is not enough; he must fall at his feet, a worthy victim 
of his valor. Nordlingen will witness his overthrow; it will 
there be admitted that it is no more possible to withstand 
the French in Oermany than in Flanders. And all these 
benefits we will owe to this selfsame prince. God, the 
protector of France and of a king whom He has destined 
to perform His great works, thus ordains. 

[The orator, continuing the story of the great deeds of 
the hero, leads us by gradual transition to a eulogy of the 
qualities of his heart. He pictures him in his family rela- 
tions, and continues as follows:] 

It was not merely for a son nor for his family that he had 
such tender sentiments : I have seen him (and do not think 
that I here speak in terms of exaggeration), I have seen him 
deeply moved by the perils of his friends. Simple and nat- 
ural as he was, I have seen his features betray his emotions 
at the story of their misfortunes, and he was ever ready to 
confer with them on the most insignificant details as well 
as on affairs of the utmost importance. In the adjustment 
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of qnaneto, he was ever ready to aooihe tmrbnlent apirits 
wiib a patience and good nature that one would little have 
expected from a disposition so excitable, nor from a charao* 
ter so lofty. What a contrast to. heroes devoid of hmnan 
sympathy! Well might the latter command respect and 
charm the admiration, as do all extraordinary tbii^gSi bat 
they will not win the heart When Ood fashioned the heart 
of man and endowed him with human affection, He first of 
all inspired him with the quality of kindness, like unto the 
essence of the divine nature itself, as a token of the benefi- 
cent hand that fashioned us. Kindness, therefore, ought to 
be the mainspring and guide of our heart, and ought at the 
same time to be the chief attraction that should, as it were, 
be a part of our very being, with which to win the hearts of 
others. Greatness, which is but the result of good fortune, 
so far from diminishing the quality of kindness, is but given 
one that he might the more freely spread broadcast its be- 
neficent effects like a public fountain, which is but erected 
that its waters might be scattered to the sunlight. This is 
the value of a good heart; and the great who are devoid of 
the quality of kindness, justiy punished for their disdainful 
insensibility to the misfortunes of their fellows, are forever 
deprived of the greatest blessing of human life, that is to 
say, of the pleasures of society. Never did man enjoy these 
pleasures more keenly than the prince of whom I am speak- 
ing; never was man less inspired with the misgiving that 
familiarity breeds contempt. Is this the man who carried 
cities by storm and won great batties? Yerily, he seems 
to have forgotten the high rank he so well knew how to 
sustain. Do you not recognize in him the hero, who, ever 
equable and consistent, never having to stand on tiptoe to 
seem taller than he is, nor to stoop to be courteous and 
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obliging, found himself by nature all that a man ought to 
be toward his fellow, like a majestic and bountiful stream, 
which peacefully bears into the cities the abundance it has 
spread in the fields that it has watered, which gives to 
all and never rises above its normal height, nor becomes 
swollen except when violent opposition is offered to the 
gentle slope by which it continues on its tranquil course. 
Suchy indeed, has also been the gentleness and such the 
might of the Prince de Cond^. Have you a secret of im- 
portance? Confide it boldly to, the safekeeping of this 
noble heart; he will reward your confidence by making 
your affair his own. To this prince nothing is more in- 
Tiolable than the sacred rights of friendship. When a 
fovor is asked of him, he acts as though he himself were 
under obligation; and never has a joy keener and truer 
been witnessed than he felt at being able to give pleasure 
to another. 

[Here the orator gave a description of the qualities of 
the prince's mind. He praised the warlike talents of hia 
hero, and took occasion to compare him with Turenne, an- 
other great captain of the same period.] 

It was a grand spectacle to see during the same period, 
and in the same campaigns, these two men, who in the com- 
mon opinion of all Europe could be favorably compared to 
the greatest captains of past ages, sometimes at the head 
of different bodies of troops; sometimes united more indeed 
by the concord of their thoughts than by the orders which 
the subaltern received from his superior; sometimes at the 
head of opposing forces, and each redoubling his customary 
activity and vigilance, as though Ood, who, according to 
the Scriptures, often in His vrisdom makes a sport of the 
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nniyerse, had desired to show mortak the wonders in all 
their forms that He could work with men. Behold the 
encampments, the splendid marches, the audacity, the pre- 
cautions, the perils, the resources of these brave men I Has 
there ever been beheld in two men virtues such as these in 
eharacters so different, not to say diametrically opposite? 
The one appears to be guided by deep reflection, the 
other by sudden illumination ; the latter as a consequence^ 
though more impetuous, yet never acting, with undue pre- 
cipitation; the former, colder oi manner, though never 
slow, is bolder of action than of speech, and even while 
having the outward appearance of embarrassment, inwardly 
determined and resolved. The one, from the moment he ap- 
pears in the army, conveys an exalted idea of his worth and 
makes one expect of him something out of the ordinary; 
nevertheless, he advanced in regular order, and performedi 
as it were, by d^rees, the prodigious deeds which marked 
the course of his career. The other, like a man inspired 
from the date of his first battle, showed himself the equal 
of the most consummate masters of the art of warfara 
The one by his prompt and continued efforts commanded 
the admiration of the human race and silenced the voice 
of envy; the other shone so resplendently from the very 
beginning that none dared attack him. The one, in a 
word, by the depth of his genius and the incredible re- 
sources of his courage, rose superior to the greatest perils 
and even knew how to profit by every kind of fickleness 
of fortune; the other, by reason of the advantages derived 
from high birth, by his great conceptions derived from 
Heaven, and by a kind ot admirable instinct, the secret 
cC which is not given to ordinary men, seemed bom to 
mold fortune to conform to his designe and bring de» 
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tiny to his feet. And that the great though diverse charac- 
ters of these two men might be clearly discerned, it should 
be borne in mind that the one, his career cut short by an 
unexpected blow, died for his country like another Judas 
Maccabeus, mourned by the army as for a father, while the 
court and all the people lamented his fate. His piety aa 
well as his courage were universally lauded, and his mem- 
ory will never fade from the minds of men. The other, 
raised to the very summit of glory by force of arms like 
another David, dies like him in his bed sounding the praises 
of God and leaving his dying behests to his family, whila 
all hearts were impressed as much by the splendor of his 
life aa by the gentleness of his death* 
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THE PASSION OP CHRIST 

THE Passion of Jesos Christ, however sorrowful and 
ignominious it may appear to us, must neverthe- 
less have been to Jesus Christ himself an object of 
delight, since this God-man, by a wonderful secret of his 
wisdom and love, has willed that the mystery of it shall be 
continued and solemnly renewed in his Church until the 
final consummation of the world. For what is the Ea* 
charist but a perpetual repetition of the Saviour's Passion, 
and what has the Saviour supposed in instituting it, but 
that whatever passed at Calvary is not only represented 
but consummated on our altars? That is to say, that ho 
is still performing the functions of the victim anew, and 
is every moment virtually sacrificed, as though it were not 
sufficient that he should have suffered once. At least that 
his love, as powerful as it is free, has given to his adorable 
sufferings that character of perpetuity ^rhich they have io 
(16) 
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the Sacrament, and which renders them so salutary to us. 
Behold, Christians, what the love of a God has devised; 
but behold, also, what has happened through the malice 
of men I At the same time that Jesus C!hrist, in the sacra- 
ment of his body, repeats his holy Passion in a manner alto- 
gether mysterious, men, the false imitators, or rather base 
corrupters of the works of Ood, have found means to re- 
new this same Passion, not only in a profane, but in a 
criminal, sacrilegious, and horrible manner I 

Do not imagine that 1 speak figuratively. Would to 
God, Christians, that what I am going to say to you were 
only a figure, and that you were justified in vindicating 
yourselves to-day against the horrible expressions which I 
am obliged to employ I I speak in the literal sense; and 
you ought to be more affected with this discourse, if what 
I advance appears to you to be overcharged ; for it is by 
your excesses that it is so, and not by my words. Yes, 
my dear hearers, the sinners of the age, by the disorders 
of their lives, renew the bloody and tragic Passion of the 
Son of God in the world ; I will venture to say that the 
sinners of the age cause to the Son of God, even in 
the state of glory, as many new passions as they have 
committed outrages against him by their actions 1 Apply 
yourselves to form an idea of them; and in this pioturOi 
which will surprise you, recognize what you are, that you 
may weep bitterly over yourselves 1 What do we see in 
the Passion of Jesus Christ? A divine Saviour betrayed 
and abandoned by cowardly disciples, persecuted by pon- 
tiffs and hypocritioal priests, ridiculed and mocked in the 
palace of Herod by impious courtiers, placed upon a level 
with Barabbas, and to whom Barabbas is preferred by a 
blind and inconstant people, exposed to the insults of 
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libertinisin, and treated as a mock-king by a troop of sol- 
diers equally barbarous and insolent; in fine, crucified by 
merciless executioners! Behold, in a few words, what is 
most humiliating and most cruel in the death of the Saviour 
of the world 1 Then tell me if this is not precisely what we 
now see, of i^at we are every day called to be witnesses^ 
Let us resume ; and follow me. 

Betrayed and abandoned by cowardly disciples: such, O 
divine Saviour, has been thy destiny. But it was not enou^ 
that the Apostles, the first men whom thou didst choose for 
thine own, in violation of the most holy engagement, should 
have forsaken thee in the last scene of thy life ; that one of 
them should have sold thee, another renoimced thee, and 
all disgraced themselves by a flight which was, perhaps, 
the most sensible of all the woimds that thou didst feel in 
dying. This wound must be again opened by a thousand 
acts of infidelity yet more scandalous. Even in the Chrisr 
tian ages we must see men bearing the character of thy 
disciples, and not having the resolution to sustain it; 
Christians, prevaricators, and deserters from their faith; 
Christians ashamed of declaring themselves for thee, not 
daring to appear what they are, renouncing at least in the 
exterior what they have professed, flying when they ought 
to fight; in a word. Christians in form, ready to follow 
thee even to the Supper when in prosperity, and while it 
required no sacrifice, but resolved to abandon thee in the 
moment of temptation. It is on your account, and my own, 
my dear hearers, that I speak, and behold what ought to be 
the subject of our sorrow. 

A Saviour mortally persecuted by pontiffs and hypocriti- 
cal priests. Let us not enter. Christians, into the discussion 
of this article, at which your piety would, perhaps, be of- 
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fended, and which would weaken or prejudice the respect 
which you owe to the ministers of the Lord. It belongs 
to us, my brethren, to meditate to-day on this fact in the 
spirit of holy compunction ; to us consecrated to the min- 
istry of the altars, to us priests of Jesus Christ, whom God 
has chosen in his Church to be the dispensers of his sacra- 
ments. It does not become me to remonstrate in this place. 
God forbid that I should undertake to judge those who sus- 
tain the sacred office I This is not the duty of humility to 
which my condition calls me. . Above all, speaking as I 
do, before many ministers, the irreprehensible life of whom 
contributes so much to the edification of the people, I am 
not yet so infatuated as to make myself the judge, much 
less the censor of their conduct. But though it should in- 
duce you only to acknowledge the favors with which God 
prevents you, as a contrast, from the frightful blindness 
into which he permits others to fall, remember that the 
priests, and the princes of the priests, are those whom 
the Evangelist describes as the authors of the conspiracy 
formed against the Saviour of the world, and of the wicked- 
ness committed against him. Bemember that this scandal 
is notoriously public, and renewed still every day in Chris- 
tianity. Bemember, but with fear and horror, that the 
greatest persecutors of Jesus Christ are not lay libertineSi 
but wicked priests; and that among the wicked priestS| 
those whose corruption and iniquity are covered with the 
veil of hypocrisy are his most dangerous and most cruel 
enemies. A hatred, disguised under the name of zeal, and 
covered with the specious pretext of observance of the law, 
was the first movement of the persecution which the Phari- 
sees and the priests raised against the Son of God. Let us 
fear lest the same passion should blind us I Wretched pas- 
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sion, exclaims St. Bernard, which spreads the Tenom of ill 
malignity even over the most lovely of the children of meOi 
and which could not see a Ood npon earth without hating 
him I A hatred not only of the prosperity and happiness, 
but what is yet more strange, of the merit and perfection 
of others! A cowardly and shameful passion, which, not 
content with having caused the death of Jesus Ohhst, con- 
tinues to persecute him by rending his mystical body, which 
is the Ohurch; dividing his members, which are believen; 
and stifling in their hearts that charity which is the spirit of 
Christianity I Behold, my brethren, the subtle temptation 
against which we have to defend ourselves, and under which 
it is but too common for us to fall I 

A Redeemer reviled and mocked in the palace of Herod 
by the impious creatures of his court I This was, without 
doubt,^ one of the most sensible insults which Jesus Christ 
received. But do not suppose, Christians, that this ad 
of impiety ended there. It has passed from the court of 
Herod, from that prince destitute of religion, into those 
even of Christian princes. And is not the Saviour still • 
subject of ridicule to the libertine spirits which compose 
them? They worship him externally, but internally how 
do they regard his maxims? What idea have they of his 
humility, of his poverty, of his sufferings ? Is not virtue 
either unknown or despised ? It is not a rash zeal which 
induces me to speak in this manner; it is what you too 
often witness, Christians; it is what you perhaps feel in 
yourselves ; and a little reflection upon the manners of the 
court will convince you that there is nothing that I say 
which is not confirmed by a thousand examples, and ihat 
you yourselves are sometimes unhappy accomplices io 
these crimes. 
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Herod had often earnestly wished to see Jesus Christ 
The reputation which so many miracles had given him 
excited the curiosity of this prince, and he did not doubt 
but that a man who commanded all nature might strike 
some wonderful blow to escape from the persecution of hia 
enemies. But the Son of (j^od, who had not been sparing 
of his prodigies for the salvation of others, spared them 
for himself, and would not say a single word about hia 
own safety. He considered Herod and his people as pro* 
fane persons, with whom he thought it improper to hold 
any intercourse, and he preferred rather to pass for a fool 
than to satisfy the false wisdom of the world. As his king* 
dom was not of this world, as he said to Pilate, it was not 
at the court that he designed to establish himself. He 
knew too well that his doctrine could not be relished in a 
place where the rules of worldly wisdom only were fol- 
lowed, and where all the miracles which he had performed 
had not been sufficient to gain men full of love for them* 
selves and intoxicated with their greatness. In this cor* 
rupted region they breathe only the air of vanity; they 
esteem only that which is splendid; they speak only of 
preferment: and on whatever side we cast our eyes, wo 
see nothing but what either flatters or inflames the ambi- 
tious desires of the heart of man. 

What probability then was there that Jesus Ohrist, the 
most humble of all men, should obtain a hearing where only 
pageantry and pride prevail? If he had been surrounded 
with honors and riches, he would have found partisans near 
Herod and in every other place. But as he pieaohed a re- 
nunciation of the world both to his disciples and to himself, 
let us not be astonished that they treated him with so much 
dtiedain. Such is the prediction of the holy man Job| and 

Vol in.— f 2— Orations 



I 



22 BOURDALOUE 

which after him most be accomplished in the person of all 
the righteous ; ^'the upright man is laughed to scorn/ ' In 
fact, mj dear hearers, you know that, whatever virtue and 
merit we may possess, they are not enough to procure us 
esteem at court. Enter it, and appear only like Jesus 
Christ clothed with the robe of innocence; only walk with 
Jesus Christ in the way of simplicity; only speak as Jesus 
Christ to render testimony to the truth, and you will find 
that you meet with no better treatment there than Jesus 
Christ. To be well received there, you must have pomp 
and splendor. To keep your station there, you must have 
artifice and intrigue. To be favorably heard there, you 
must have complaisance and flattery. Then all this is op- 
posed to Jesus Christ; and the court being what it is, that 
is to say, the kingdom of the prince of this world, it is not 
surprising that the kingdom of Jesus Christ cannot be 
established there. But woe to you, princes of the earth! 
Woe to you, men of the world, who despise this incarnate 
wisdom, for you shall be despised in your turn, and the 
contempt which shall fall upon you shall be much more 
terrible than the contempt which you manifest can be 
prejudicial. 

A Saviour placed upon a level with Barabbas, and to 
whom Barabbas is preferred by a blind and fickle rabble! 
How often have we been guilty of the same outrage against 
Jesus Christ as the blind and fickle Jews! How often, 
after having received him in triumph in the sacrament of 
the Communion, seduced by cupidity, have we not pre- 
ferred either a pleasure or interest after which we sought, 
in violation of his law, to this God of glory ! How often, 
divided between conscience which governed us, and passion 
^ which corrupted us, have we not renewed this abominable 
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judgment, this unworthy ^preference of the creature even 
above our God I Christians, observe this application; it is 
that of St. Chrysostom, and if you properly understand it, 
you must be affected by it. Conscience, which, in spite 
of ourselves, presides in us as judge, said inwardly to us, 
**What art thou going to do? Behold thy pleasure on the 
one hand, and thy Qod on the other: for which of the two 
dost thou declare thyself? for thou canst not save both; 
thou must either lose thy pleasure or thy God; and it is 
for thee to decide." And the passion, which by a mon- 
strous infidelity had acquired the influence over our hearts, 
made us conclude— I will keep my pleasure. ''But what 
then will become of thy God," replied conscience secretly, 
'*and what must I do, I, who cannot prevent myself from 
maintaining his interests against thee?" I care not what 
will become of my God, answered passion insolently; I will 
satisfy myself, and the resolution is taken. *^But dost thou 
know," proceeded conscience by its remorse, *'that in in- 
dulging thyself in this pleasure it will at last submit thy 
Saviour to death and crucifixion for thee?" It is of no 
consequence if he be crucified, provided I can have my 
enjoyments. **But what evil has he done, and what reason 
hast thou to abandon him in this manner?" My pleasure 
is my reason; and since Christ is the enemy of my pleasure, 
and my pleasure crucifies him, I say it again, let him be 
crucified. 

Behold, my dear hearers, what passes every day in the 
consciences of men, and what passes in you and in me, 
every time that we fall into/ sin, which causes death to 
Jesus Christ, as well as to our souls I Behold what makes 
the enormity and wickedness of this sin I I know that we 
do not always speak, that we do not always explain our- 
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Beires in aaoh express terms and in so peroeptible a manner; 
bat after aU| without explaining onrselves so distinctly and 
BO sensibly, there is a language of the heart which says all 
this. For, from the moment that 1 know that this pleasure 
is criminal and forbidden of God, 1 know that it is im- 
possible for me to desire it, impossible to seek it, without 
losing God ; and consequently I prefer this pleasure to God 
in the desire that I form of it, and in the pursuit that I 
make after it This, then, is sufficient to justify the thought 
of St. Chrysostom and the doctrine of the theologians upon 
the nature of deadly sin. 

A Saviour exposed to insults and treated as a mock-king 
by a troop of feigned worshippers! What a spectacle, 
Christians! Jesus Christ, the eternal Word, covered with 
a pitiful, purple robe, a reed in his hand, a crown of thorns 
upon his head, delivered to an insolent soldiery, who, ac- 
cording to the expression of Clement Alexandrine, made 
a theatrical king of him whom the angels adore with trem- 
bling! They bowed the knee before him, and, with the 
most cutting derision, they snatched from him the reed 
which he held, to strike him on the head. An act too 
much resembling the impieties which are every day com- 
mitted, daring the celebration of our most august mys- 
teries! Were he to appear in all his majesty, such as he 
will display at his second coming, you would be seized 
with fear. But, says St. Bernard, the more he is little, the 
more worthy is he of our respects; since it is his love, and 
not necessity, which reduces him to his state of abasement. 
But it appears that you take pleasure in destroying his 
work, by opposing your malice to his goodness. You insult 
him, even on the throne of his grace; and, to use the words 
of the Apostle, you do not fear to trample underfoot the 
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blood of the New Testament 1 For, ■ indeed, what else do 
you do by so many acts of irreverence, and so many scan- 
dals which equally dishonor the sanctuary which you enter 
and the Ood which it contains 7 

Ah, my brethren, I might well ask the greater part of 
the Christians of the present day, what St. Bernard asked 
them in his time: What do you think of your God, and 
what idea have you conceived of him ? If he occupied the 
rank which he ought to occupy in your minds, would you 
proceed to such extremes in his presence ? Would you go 
to his feet to insult him 7 for I call it insulting Jesus Christ 
to come before the altars to unbend ourselves, to amuse 
ourselves, to speak, to converse, to trouble the sacred mys- 
teries by immodest smiles and laughter. I call it insulting 
the majesty of Jesus Christ to remain in his presence in 
indecent postures* and with as little decorum as in a public 
place. I call it insulting the humility of Jesus Christ to 
make an ostentatious display before his eyes of all the 
luxury and all the vanities of the world. I call it insulting 
the holiness of Jesus Christ to bring near his tabernacle, 
and into his holy house, a shameful passion which we 
entertain and kindle afresh there, by bold looks, by sen- 
sual desires, by the most dissolute discourses, and some- 
times by the most sacrilegious abominations. God formerly 
complained of the infidelity of his people, addressing them 
by the mouth of his prophet — '*Thou hast profaned my holy 
name." But it is not only his name that we profane, it is 
his body; it is his blood; it is his infinite merits; it is even 
his divinity; it is all that he possesses that is venerable and 
great Nevertheless, do not deceive yourselves; for the 
Lord will have a day of reckoning; and, justly incensed 
at 8o many injuries, he will not allow you to escape with 
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impunity; bat he will know how to areoge himself bj 
covering you with eternal confusion I 

In fine, Christians, a Saviour crucified by meroileM ex- 
ecutioners, the last effect of the cruelty of men upon the 
innocent person of the Son of Ood. It was at the foot ot 
that cross, where we see him suspended, that the justice 
of the Father waited for him during four thousand years. 
Thus he regarded it, however frightful it might seem, as 
an object of delight; because he there found the reparation 
of the divine glory and the punishment of our offences. 
But in proportion as this first crosfi had charms for him, in 
that same proportion does he feel horror at that which our 
sins prepare for him every day. It is not, said St. Angus* 
tine, the rigor of that of which he complains, but the cruelty 
and the weight of this appear to him insupportable! He 
knew that his cross, ignominious as it was, would be trans- 
ferred from Calvary, as speaks St. Augustine, to the heads 
of the emperors. He foresaw that his death would be the 
salvation of the world, and that his Father would one day 
render his ignominy so glorious, that it would become the 
hope and the happiness of all nations; But in this other 
cross, where we fasten him ourselves by sin, what is there, 
and what can there be to console him? Nothing but his 
love despised I His favors rejected! Unworthy creatures 
preferred to the Creator! 

If, then, the sun concealed himself that he might not 
give his light to the barbarous action of his enemies who 
crucified him, sinner, what darkness ought not to cover 
from view thy wanderings and thy excesses? For it is by 
these— understand it yet once more, if you have not suffi- 
ciently understood it — ^it is by these, my dear hearers, that 
you incessantly renew all the Passion of Jesus Christ. It 
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is not I who say it, it is St. Paul in the Epistle to the 
Hebrews: *'They crucify to themselves the Son of God 
afresh, and put him to an open shame. " As if this great 
Apostle would explain himself thus. Do not think, my 
brethren, that they were the Jews only who imbrued their 
hands in the blood of the Saviour. Ye are accomplices in 
this deicide. And by what means? By your impieties, 
your sacrileges, your obscenities, your jealousies, your re- 
sentments, your antipathies, your revenge, and whatever 
corrupts your heart and excites it to revolt against God I 
Is it not then just, that while you weep over Jesus Christ 
you should yet weep more over yourselves, since ye are 
not only ihe authors of his death, but your sins destroy 
all the merit of it, as it respects yourselves, and render it 
useless and even prejudicial to you; as it remains for me 
to prove in the third part. 

That there are men, and Christian men, to whom, by a 
secret judgment of God, the Passion of Jesus Ghrist, salu- 
tary as it is, may become useless, is a truth too essential in 
our religion to be unknown, and too sorrowful not to be the 
subject of our grief. When the Saviour from the height of 
his cross, ready to give up his spirit, raised this cry toward 
heaven, **My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?" 
there was no one who did not suppose but that the violence 
of his torments forced from him this complaint, and perhaps 
we ourselves yet believe it. But the great Bishop Arnauld 
de Chartres, penetrating deeper into the thoughts and affec- 
tions of this dying Saviour, says, with much more reason, 
that the complaint of Ghrist Jesus to his Father proceeded 
from the sentiment with which he was affected, in repre- 
senting to himself the little fruit which his death would 
produce; in considering the small number of the elect who^ 
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would profit by it; in foreseeing with horror the infinite 
number of the reprobate, for whom it would be useless : as 
if he had wished to proclaim that his merits were not fully 
enough nor worthily enough remunerated; and that after 
having done so much work he had a right to promise to 
himself a different success in behalf of men. The words 
of this author are admirable: Jesus Christ complains, says 
this learned prelate, but of what does he complain 7 That 
the wickedness of sinners makes him lose what ought to be 
the reward of the conflicts which he has maintained. That 
millions of the human race for whom he suffers will, never- 
theless, be excluded from the benefit of redemption. And 
because he regards himself in them as their head, and them- 
selves, in spite of their worthlessness, as the members of his 
^mystical body; seeing them abandoned by (}od, he com- 
plains of being abandoned himself: **My God, my G-od, 
why hast thou forsaken me?" He complains of what made 
St. Paul groan when, transported with an apostolic seal, he 
said to the Galatians: ''What, my brethren, is Jesus Christ 
then dead in vain ? Is the mystery of the cross then noth- 
ing to you? Will not this blood which he has so abun- 
dantly shed have the virtue to sanctify you?" 

But here, Christians, I feel myself affected with a 
thought which, contrary as it appears to that of the Apos- 
tle, only serves to strengthen and confirm it. For it ap- 
pears that St. Paul is grieved because Jesus Christ has 
suffered in vain; but I, I should almost console myself if 
he had only suffered Id vain, and if his Passion was only 
rendered useless to us. That which fills me with conster- 
nation is, that at the same time that we render it useless to 
ourselves, by an inevitable necessity it must become per- 
nicious; for this Passion, says St. Gregory of Nasnanoen, 
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^'partakes of the nature of those remedies which kill if they 
do not heal, and of which the effect is either to give life or 
to convert itself into poison; lose nothing of this, I beseech 
you.'^ Bemember, then, Christians, what happened daring 
the judgment and at the moment of the condemnation of the 
Son of God. 

W hen Pilate washed his hands before the Jews and de- 
clared to them that there was nothing Worthy of death in 
this righteous man, but that the crime from which he freed 
himself rested upon them, and that they would have to an- 
swer for it, they all cried with one voice that they consented 
to it, and that they readily agreed that the blood of this just 
man should fall upon them and upon their children. You 
know what this cry has cost them. You know the curses 
which one such imprecation has drawn upon them, the 
anger of Heaven which began from that time to burst 
upon this nation, the ruin of Jerusalem which followed 
soon after — the carnage of their citizens, the profanation of 
their, temple, the destruction of their republic, the visible 
character of their reprobation which their unhappy pos- 
terity bear to this day, that universal banishment, that 
exile of sixteen hundred years, that slavery through all 
the earth — ^and all in consequence of the authentic predic- 
tion which Jesus Christ made to them of it when goiug to 
Calvary, and with circumstances which incontestably prove 
that a punishment as exemplary as this cannot be imputed 
but to the deicide which they had committed in the person 
of the Saviour; since it is evident, says St. Augustine, that 
the Jews were never further from idolatry nor more relig» 
ious observers of their law than they were then, and that, 
excepting the crime of the death of Jesus Christ, God, very 
far from punishing them, would, it seems, rather have 
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loaded them with his blessings. Yon know all this, I 
say; and all this is a convincing proof that the blood 
of this Ood-man is virtually fallen upon these sacrilegious 
men, and that God, in condemning them by their own 
mouth, although in spite of himself, employs that to destroy 
them which was designed for their salvation. 

But, Christians, to speak with the Holy Spirit, this has 
happened to the J^ws only as a figure; it is only the shadow 
of the fearful curses of which the abuse of the merits and 
Passion of the Son of Ood must be to us the source and the 
measure. I will explain myself. What do we, my dear 
hearers, when borne away by the immoderate desires of our 
hearts to a sin against which our consciences protest ? And 
what do we, when, possessed of the spirit of the world, we 
resist a grace which solicits us, which presses us to obey 
God ? Without thinking upon it, and without wishing it, 
we secretly pronounce the same sentence of death which the 
Jews pronounced against themselves before Pilate, when 
they said to him, *^His blood be upon us." For this grace 
which we despise is the price of the blood of Jesus Christ, 
and the sin that we commit is an actual profanation of this 
very blood. It is, then, as if we were to say to God: 
''Lord, I clearly see what engagement I make, and I know 
what risk I run, but rather than not satisfy my own desires, 
I consent that the blood of thy Son shall fall upon me. 
This will be to bear the chastisement of it, but I will in- 
dulge my passion ; thou hast a right to draw forth from it 
a just indignation, but nevertheless I will complete my 
undertaking. ' ' 

Thus we condemn ourselves. And here, Christians, is 
one of the essential foundations of this terrible mystery 
of the eternity of the punishments with which faith threat- 
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•Dib US, and against which our reason revolts. We suppose 
that we cannot have any knowledge of it in this life, and 
we are not aware, says St. Chrysostom, that we find it com- 
pletely in the blood of the Saviour, or rather in our profa- 
nation of it every day. For this blood, my brethren, adds 
this holy doctor, is enough to make eternity, not less fright- 
ful, but less incredible. And behold the reason: This blood 
is o£ an infinite dignity ; it can therefore be avenged only by 
an infinite punishment. This blood, if we destroy ourselves, 
will cry eternally against us at the tribunal of God. It will 
eternally excite the wrath of God against us. This blood, 
falling upon lost souls, will fix a stain upon them, which 
shall never be effaced. Their torments must consequently 
never end. 

A reprobate in hell will always appear in the eyes 
of God stained with that blood which he has so basely 
treated. God will then always abhor him; and, as the 
aversion of God from his creature is that which makes 
hell, it must be inferred that hell will be eternal. And 
in this, O my God, thou art sovereignly just, sovereignly 
holy, and worthy of our praise and adoration. It is in this 
-way that the Beloved Disciple declared it even to God him- 
self in the Apocalypse. Men, said he, have shed the blood 
of thy servants and of thy prophets; therefore they deserve 
to drink it, and to drink it from the cup of thir3 indigna- 
tion. *'For they have shed the blood of saints and proph- 
ets, and tbou has given them blood to drink.'' An expres- 
sion which the Scripture employs to describe the extreme 
infliction of divine vengeance. Ah I if the blood of the 
prophets has drawn down the scourge of God upon men, 
what may we not expect from the blood of Jesus Christ? 
If the blood of martyrs is heard crying out in heaven 
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against the pereeontors of the faith, how much more will 
the blood of the Bedeemer be heard 1 

Then once more, Christians, behold the deplorable neces- 
sity to which we are reduced. This blood which flows from 
Calvary either demands grace for us, or justice against us. 
When we apply ourselves to it by a lively faith and a sin- 
cere repentance, it demands grace; but when by our disor- 
ders and impieties we check its salutary virtue, it demands 
justice, and it infallibly obtains it. It is in this blood, says 
St. Bernard, that all righteous souls are purified ; but by a 
prodigy exactly opposite, it is also in this same blood that 
all the sinners of the land defile themselves, and render 
themselves, if I may use the expression, more hideous in 
the sight of G-od. 

Ah I my God, shall I eternally appear in thine eyes pol- 
luted with that blood which washes away the crimes of 
others? If I had simply to bear my own sins, I might 
promise myself a punishment less rigorous, considering my 
sins as my misfortune, my weakness, my ignorance. Then, 
perhaps, thou wouldst be less offended on account of them. 
But when these sins with which I shall be covered shall 
present themselves before me as so many sacrileges with 
respect to the blood of thy Son; when the abuse of this 
blood shall be mixed and confounded with all the disor- 
ders of my life; when there shall not be one of them against 
which this blood shall not cry louder than the blood of 
Abel against Gain; then, O God of my soul I what will 
become of me in thy presence? No, Lord, cries the same 
St. Bernard, affectionately, suffer not the blood of my Sa- 
viour to fall upon me in this manner. Let it fall upon me 
to sanctify, but let it not fall upon me to destroy. Let it 
fall upon me in a right use of the favors which are the 
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divine overflowings of it, and not through the blindness 
of mind and hardness of heart, whieh are the most terrible 
punishments of it. Let it fall upon me by the participa- 
tion of the sacred Eucharist, which is the precious source 
of it, and not by the maledictions attached to the despis- 
ers of thy sacraments. In fine, let it fall upon me by in- 
fluencing my conduct and inducing the practice of good 
works, and let it not fall upon me for my wanderings, my 
infidelities, my obstinacy, and my impenitence. This, my 
brethren, is what we ought to ask to-day from Jesus Christ 
crucified. It is with these views that we ought to go to the 
foot of the cross and catch the blood as it flows. He was 
the Saviour of the Jews as well as ours, but this Saviour, 
St. Augustine says, the Jews have converted into their 
judge. Avert from us such an evil. May he who died 
to save us be our Saviour. May he be our Saviour during 
all the days of our lives. And may his merits, shed upon 
us abundantly, lose none of their efficacy in our hands, but 
be preserved entire by the fruits we produce from them. 
May he be our Saviour in death. And at the last moment 
may the cross be our support, and thus may he consummate 
the work of our salvation which he has begun. May he be 
our Saviour in a blessed eternity, where we shall be as much 
the sharer in his glory as we have been in his sufEerings. 



FLECHIER 



pSPBIT FLSCHIEB, who muflt be dasaed with Bosauet and Maasfllon among 
^ the great pulpit oratora of France, was bom at Pemee in 1632, and edu- 
cated by an uncle on his mother's side who was general of the "Fathers of the 
Oongregation of Christian Doctrines.*' By his funeral orations, one of which is 
here reproduced in part, he acquired great favor at the Court of Louis XIY., aad 
In 168t was made Bishop of Ntmes. He died February 16, 1710. 



ORATION ON THE DEATH OF TURENNB 

PARIS. JANUARY xo. i6f6 

HOW diffictQt it is to be at once victoriouB and humble I 
* Military suocess leaves in the mind I know not what 
exquisite pleasure, which fills and absorbs it. In 
such circumstances, one attributes to himself a superioritj 
of force and capacity. He crowns himself with his own 
hands; he decrees to himself a secret triumph; he regards 
as his own the laurels which he gathers with infinite toil, 
and frequently moistens with his blood; and even when 
he renders to God solemn thanks, and hangs in his temples 
the torn and blood-stained trophies which he has taken from 
the enemy, is not vanity liable to stifle a portion of his grati- 
tude, and mingle with the vows which he pays to God ap- 
plauses which he thinks due to himself; at least, does he 
not retain some grains of the incense which he burns upon 
his altam? 

It was on such occasions that Marshal Turenne, renouno- 
(84) 
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ing all pretensions, returned all the glory to him to whom it 
legitimately belongs. If he marches, he acknowledges that 
it is God who protects and guides him ; if he defends fort- 
resses, he knows that he defends them in vain if God does 
not guard them; if he forms an intrenchment, he feels that 
it is God who forms a rampart around him to defend him 
from every attack; if he fights, he knows whence to draw 
all his force ; and if he triumphs, he thinks that he sees an 
invisible hand crowning him from heaven. Beferring thus 
all the favors he receives to their origin, he thence derives 
new blessings. No longer does he fear the enemies by 
whom he is surrounded; without being surprised at their 
aumbers or strength, he exclaims with the prophet: *'Some 
trust in their horses and chariots, but we will trust in the 
Almighty." In this steadfast and just confidence, he re- 
doubles his ardor, forms great designs, executes great things 
and begins a campaign, which appears as if it must prove 
fatal to the empire. 

He passes the Bhine, and eludes the vigilance of an ac- 
complished and prudent general. He observes the move- 
ments of the enemy. He raises the courage of the allies; 
controls the suspicions and vacillating faith of neighboring 
powers. He takes away from the one the will, from the 
other the means of injuring him ; and profiting by all those 
important conjunctiires which prepare the way for great and 
glorious events, he leaves to fortune nothing which human 
skill and counsel can take from him. Already has a panic 
seized the enemy. Already has that eagle taken its flight 
to the mountains, whose bold approach alarmed our prov- 
inces. Those brazen mouths, invented by the bottomless 
pit for the destruction of men, thunder on all sides, to favor 
and precipitate the retreat; and FrancCi in suspensOi awaits 
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the guocess of an enterprise which, according to all the rolee 
of war, most be infallible. 

Alas! we knew all that we might hope, but we knew not 
all that we might fear. Divine Providence concealed from 
us a calamity greater than the loss of a battle. It was to 
cost a life which each of us would have been willing to re- 
deem with his own; and all that we could gain was of less 
value than what we were to lose. O OodI terrible but just 
in thy counsels toward the children of men, thou disposest 
of victors and victories! To fulfil thy pleasure, and cause 
us to fear thy judgments, thy power casts down those whom 
it has lifted up. Thou sacrificest to thy Sovereign Majesty 
the noblest victims, and strikest, at thy pleasure, those il- 
lustrious heads which thou hast so often crowned I 

Do not suppose, messieurs, that I am going to open here 
a tragic scene; to represent that great man stretched upoq 
his own trophies; to uncover that body, blood-stained and 
ghastly, over which still lingers the smoke of the thundei 
which struck it; to cause his blood, like that of Abel's, to 
cry from the ground, or expose to your eyes the mournful 
images of your country and religion in tears! In slight 
losses we may thus surprise the pity of our auditors, and 
by studied efforts draw from their eyes a few forced and 
useless tears. But we describe, without art, a death which 
we mourn without deceit. Every one finds in himself the 
source of his grief, and reopens his own wound; and it is 
not necessary to excite the imagination in order to afEect 
the heart. 

Here I am almost forced to interrupt my discourse. I 
am troubled, messieurs! Turenne dies! All is confusion 
—fortune vacillates — victory leaves us — peace takes its flight 
-^the good intentions of the allies relax — ^the courage of the 
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troops fidlfl with grief, anon burns with vengeanoe— the 
whole army remain motionless. The wounded think of 
the loss which they have suffered, and not of the wounds 
which they have received. Dying fathers see their sons 
weeping over their dead general. The army, in mourn- 
ing, is engaged in rendering him funeral honors, and 
fome, which delights to spread through the world extraor- 
dinary events, goes to make known through Europe the 
glorious history of the prince's life, and the regrets occa- 
sioned by his death. 

What sighs, what lamentations and praises, then re- 
echo through the cities and the country. One, looking 
upon his growing crops, blesses the memory of him to 
whom he owes the hope of his harvest Another, who 
enjoys in repose the heritage which he received from his 
fathers, prays that eternal peace may be his who saved 
Lim from the horrors and cruelties of war. Here they 
offer the adorable sacrifice for him who sacrificed his life 
for the public good. There others prepare for him a fu- 
neral service, where they expected to prepare a triumph. 
£ach selects for praise that point in his glorious life 
which appears the most illustrious. All unite in his 
eulogy. With mingled sobs and tears, they admire the 
past, regret the present, and tremble for the future. 
Thus the whole empire mourns the death of its de- 
fender. The loss of a single man is felt to be a public 
calamity. 

Wherefore, my God, if I may presume to pour out my 

heart in thy presence, and speak to thee, who am but dust 

and ashes, wherefore did we lose him in our most pressing 

necessity, in the midst of his greatest achievements, at the 

. highest point of his valor, and in the maturity of his wis- 
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dom? Was it that, after so many aotiona worthy of immor- 
tality, he had nothing farther of a mortal nature to perform 7 
Had the time arrived when he was to enjoy the reward of bo 
many yirtneSi and receive from thee the crown of righteous- 
ness which thoQ reservest for such as have finished a glori- 
ous career? Perhaps we placed too much confidence in 
him, for thou forbiddest ns in the Sacred Scriptures to 
trust in an arm of flesh, or put confidence in the children 
of men. Perhaps it was a punishment of our pride, ambi- 
tion, and injustice. As the gross vapors ascend from the 
depths of the valleys and form themselves into thunder 
which falls upon the mountains, so rises from the hearts 
of the people those iniquities, the punishment of which 
falls upon the heads of such as govern and defend them. 
I presume not, O Lord, to sound the depths of thy judg- 
ments, nor to discover the secret and inscrutable causes 
from which thy justice or thy mercy acts. It is my duty 
and desire only to adore! But thou art just, and thou hast 
afflicted us. And in an age so corrupt as ours, we need 
not seek elsewhere the causes of our calamities than in the 
disorder of our manners. 

Let us, then, messieurs, derive from our sorrows motives 
for penitence, and seek only in the piety of that great man 
true and substantial consolation. Citizens, strangers, ene- 
mies, nations, kings, and emperors mourn and revere him. 
Yet what can all this contribute to his real happiness 7 His 
king even, and such a king I honors him with his regrets 
and tears — a noble and precious mark of affection and es- 
teem for a subject, but useless to a Christian. He shall 
Uve, I acknowledge, in the minds and memories of men, 
but the Scripture teaches us that the thoughts of man, and 
man himself, are but vanity. A magnificent tomb may in- 
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olofM hiB Bad remains; bat he shall rise again from that 
superb monument, not to be praised for his heroic ex- 
jlloitSi but to be judged according to his work, whether 
good or bad. His ashes shall mingle with those of the 
numerous kings who governed the kingdom which he so 
generously defended; but, after all, what remains under 
those precious marbles, either to him or to them, of hu- 
man applause, the pomp of courts, or the splendor of for- 
tune, but an eternal silence, a frightful solitude, and a ter- 
rible expectation of the judgment of God 7 Let the world, 
then, honor as it will the glory of man, God only is the 
recompense of faithful Christians. 

O death, too sudden I nevertheless, through the mercy 
of God, long anticipated, of how many edifying words and 
holy examples hast thou deprived us? We might have 
seen him, sublime spectacle I a Christian dying humbly in 
the midst of triumphs and victories. With what profound 
sincerity would he have mourned his past errors, abasing 
himself before the majesty of God, and imploring the succor 
of his arm, not against visible enemies, but against the ene- 
mies of his salvation I His living faith and fervent charity, 
doubtlecw, would have deeply affected our hearts; and he 
might have remained to us a model of confidence without 
presumption, of fear without feebleness, of penitence with- 
out artifice, of constancy without afEectation, and of a death 
precious in the sight both of God and of man. 

Are not these conjectures just 7 They were involved in 
his character. They were his cherished designs. He had 
resolved to live in a manner so holy that it is presumed he 
would have died in the same way. Beady to cast all his 
crowns at the feet of Jesus Christ, like the conquerors in 
the Apocalypse, ready to gather together all his honors. 
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and dieposseflB himself of them, by a T irf n nta fy renuneii^ 
tion, he no longer belonged to the world, though Provi- 
dence retained him in it. In the iamult of armies, he 
solaced himself with die sweet and secret aspirations of 
solitude. With one hand he smote the Amalekites, and 
with the other, stretched ont to heaven, he drew down 
the blessing of God. This Joshua, in batile, already per- 
formed the functions of Moses upon the Mount, and, under 
the arms of a warrior, bore the heart and will of a penitent. 

O God I who piercest the prof oundeet depths of our con- 
sciences, and seest the most secret intentions of our hearts, 
even before they are formed, receive into the bosom of thy 
glory that soul, ever occupied with thoughts of thine eter- 
nity I Honor those desires ¥rith which thou didst inspire 
him! Time failed him, but not the courage to fulfil them. 
If thou requirest works with desires, behold the charities 
which he made or destined for the comfort and salvation 
of his brethren; behold the souls which, with thine aid, he 
brought back from error; behold the blood of thy people 
which he so frequently spared ; behold his own blood which 
he so generously shed on our behalf; and yet more than all, 
behold the blood shed for him by Jesus Christ. 

Ministers of God, complete the holy sacrifice 1 Christians, 
redouble your vows and prayers, that God, as a recompense 
for his toils, may admit his spirit to the house of everlasting 
repose, and give him an infinite peace in heaven, who three 
times procured for us a peace on earth, evanescenti it la truCi 
yet ever delightful, ever desirable 1 
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CBANQOm DB SAUaNAC DE LA MOTHE FENELON was bom in P^ri- 
^ gord, August 6, 1661. He was educated at home until the age of twelve. 
After a short time at the Collie of Cahors, he went to Paris to complete his 
studies under the Jesuits at the OoUdge du Piessis. From 1676 to 1686 he 
occupied the office of Superior of the Community of NouveUes Catholiques. 
During this period he produced his* treatises On the Education of Young Girls 
and a treatise On the Ministry of Pastors. In 1686, after the revocation of the 
Bdict of Nantes, F^nelon was appointed as head of a commission to allay 
the irritation resulting therefrom. Shortly after, he became preceptor of the 
Dauphin's son, the Duke of Burgundy, retaining this post for six years. In 
the beginning of 1696, Louis XIY. nominated F^nelon for the Archbishopric 
of Oambray. After a quarrel with Boesuet, in which the king sided with the 
latter, F^nelon was permanently banished from the court and condemned at 
Bome in 1699. His *'T^^maque," In which the king saw a satire of himself 
and his court, was published through the treachery of his secretary. The 
remainder of F^nelon's life was spent in his diocese. He died on the 17th of 
January, 1716. 

SIMPLICITY AND GREATNESS 

THERE is a simplicity that is a defect, and a simplicity 
that is a virtue. Simplicity may be a want of dis- 
cernment. When we speak of a person as simple, 
we may mean that he is credulous and perhaps vulgar. 
The simplicity that is a virtue is something sublime; every 
one loves and admires it; but it is difficult to say exactly 
what this virtue is. 

Simplicity is an uprightness of soul that has no reference 
to self; it is different from sincerity, and it is a still higher 
virtue. We see many people who are sincere, without 
being simple; they only wish to pass for what they are, 

(41) 
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and they are unwilling to appear what they are not; they 
are always thinking of themselves, measuring their words, 
and recalling their thoughts, and renewing their actionSi 
from the fear that they have done too much or too little. 
These persons are sincere, but they are not simple; they 
are not at ease with others and others are not at ease with 
them ; they are not free, ingenuous, natural ; we prefer peo- 
ple who are less correct, less perfect, and who are less ar- 
tificial. This is the decision of man, and it is the judgment 
of God, who would not have us so occupied with ourselves, 
and thus, as it were, always arranging our features in a 
mirror. 

To be wholly occupied with others, never to look within, 
is the state of blindness of those who are entirely engrossed 
by what is present and addressed to their senses; this is the 
very reverse of simplicity. To be absorbed in self in what- 
ever engages us, whether we are laboring for our fellow- 
beings or for God — to be wise in our own eyes, reserved, 
and full of ourselves, troubled at the least thing that dis- 
turbs our self-complacency, is the opposite extreme. This 
is false wisdom, which, with all its glory, is but little less 
absurd than that folly which pursues only pleasure. The 
one is intoxicated with all that it sees around it; the other 
with all that it imagines it has within; but it is delirium in 
both. To be absorbed in the contemplation of our own 
minds is really worse than to be engrossed by outward 
things, because it appears like wisdom and yet is not; we 
do not think of curing it; we pride ourselves upon it; 
we approve of it; it gives us an unnatural strength; it is 
a sort of frenzy; we are not conscious of it; we are dying, 
and we think ourselves in health. 

Simplicity consists in a just medium, in which we are 
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neither too nmoh excited, nor too composed. The soul is 
not carried away by outward things, so that it cannot make 
all necessary reflections; neither does it make those con- 
tinual references to self, that a jealous sense of its own ex- 
cellence multiplies to infinity. That freedom of the soul, 
which looks straight onward in its path, losing no time to 
reason upon its steps, to study them, or to contemplate 
those that it has already taken, is true simplicity. 

The first step in the progress of the soul is disengage- 
ment from outward things, that it may enter into itself, and 
contemplate its true interests; this is a wise self-love. The 
sei'ond is, to join to this the idea of God whom it fears : this 
is the feeble beginning of true wisdom ; but the soul is still 
fixed upon itself; it is afraid that it does not fear God 
enough; it is still thinking of itself. These anxieties about 
ourselves are far removed from that peace and liberty which 
a true and simple love inspires; but it is not yet time for 
this; the soul must pass through this trouble; this operation 
of the spirit of God in our hearts comes to us gradually; we 
approach step by step to this simplicity. In the third and 
last state, we begin to think of God more frequently, we 
think of ourselves less, and insensibly we lose ourselves 
in him. 

The more gentle and docile the soul is, the more it ad- 
vances in this simplicity. It does not become blind to its 
own defects, and unconscious of its imperfections; it is 
more than ever sensible of them; it feels a horror of the 
slightest sin; it sees more clearly its own corruption; but 
this sensibility does not arise from dwelling upon itself, 
but by the light from the presence of God, we see how far 
removed we are from infinite purity. 

Thus simplicity is free in its coursCi since it makes no 
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preparation; but it can only belong to the Bonl tiiat is 
purified by a true penitence. It must be the fruit of ft per- 
fect renunciation of self, and an unreserved love of Ood. 
But though they, who become penitents, and tear them- 
selves from the vanities of the world, make self the object 
of thought, yet they must aivoid an excessive and unquiet 
occupation with themselves, such as would trouble, and 
embarrass, and retard them in their progress. Dwelling 
too much upon self produces in weak minds useless scru- 
ples and superstition, and in stronger minds a presumptuous 
wisdom. Both are contrary to true simplicity, which is free 
and direct, and gives itself up, without reserve and with a 
generous self*forgetfulness, to the Father of spirits. How 
free, how intrepid are the motions, how glorious the prog- 
ress that the soul makes, when delivered from all low, 
and interested, and unquiet cares. 

If we desire that our friends be simple and free with us, 
disencumbered of self in their intimacy with us, will it not 
please Ood, who is our truest friend, that we should sur- 
render our souls to him, without fear or reserve, in that 
holy and sweet communion with himself which he allows 
us? It is this simplicity, which is the perfection of the 
true children of God. This is the end that we must have 
in view, and to which we must be continually advancing. 

This deliverance of the soul from all useless, and selfish^ 
and unquiet cares, brings to it a peace and freedom that are 
unspeakable ; this is true simplicity. It is easy to perceive, 
at the first glance, how glorious it is ; but experience alone 
can make us comprehend the enlargement of heart that it 
produces. We are then like a child in the arms of its 
parent; we wish nothing more; we fear nothing; we yield 
ourselves up to this pure attachment; we are not anxioua ^ 



about what othen think of us; aU our moiioiis are free, 
giaoef ul, and happy. We do not judge ourselves, and we 
do not fear to be judged. Let us strive after this lovely 
aimplieity; let U8 seek the path that leads to it. The 
further we are from it, the more we must hasten our steps 
toward it. Very far from being simple, most Christians are 
not even sincere. They are not only disingenuous, but 
they are false, and tbey dissemble with their neighbor, 
with G-od, and with themselves. They practice a thousand 
little arts that indirectly distort the truth. Alas! every 
man is a liar; those even who are naturally upright, sin- 
cere, and ingenuous, and who are what is called simple 
and natural, still have this jealous and sensitive reference 
to self in everything which secretly nourishes pride and 
prevents that true simplicity which is the renunciation 
and perfect oblivion of self. 

But it will be said, How can I help being occupied with 
myself ? A crowd of selfish fears trouble me, and tyrannize 
over my mind, and excite a lively sensibility. The prin- 
cipal means to cure this is to yield yourself up sincerely to 
God, to place all your interests, pleasures, and reputation 
in his hands, to receive all the sufferings that he may inflict 
upon you in this scene of humiliatioD, as trials and tests of 
your love to him, neither to fear the scrutiny, nor to avoid 
the censure of mankind. This state of willing acquiescence 
produces true liberty, and this liberty brings perfect sim- 
plicity. A soul that is liberated from the little earthly 
interests of self-love becomes confiding, and moves straight 
onward, and its views expand even to infinity, just in pro- 
portion as its forgetfulness of self increases, and its peace is 
profound even in the midst of trouble. 

I have already said that the opinion of the world con- 
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forms to the judgment of Ood upon this noble simplicity. 
The world admires, even in its votaries, the free and easy 
manners of a person who has lost sight of self. But the 
simplicity, which is produced by a devotion to external 
things, still more vain than self, is not the true simplicity; 
it is only an image of it, and cannot represent its greatness. 
They who cannot find the substance, pursue the shadow; 
and shadow as it is, it has a charm, for it has some resem- 
blance to the reality that they have lost. A person full of 
defects, who does not attempt to hide them, who does not 
. seek to dazzle, who does not affect either talents or virtue, 
who does not appear to think of himself more than of others, 
but to have lost sight of this self of which we are so jealous, 
pleases greatly, in spite of his defects. This false simplicity 
is taken for the true. On the contrary, a person full of 
talents, of virtues, and of exterior graces, if he appear arti- 
ficial, if he be thinking of himself, if he affect the very best 
things, is a tedious and wearisome companion that no one 
likes. 

Nothing, then, we grant, is more lovely and grand than 
simplicity. But some will say. Must we never think of 
self? We need not practice this constraint; in trying to 
be simple, we may lose simplicity. What, then,^mu8t we 
do 7 Make no rule about it, but be satisfied that you affect 
nothing. When you are disposed to speak of yourself 
from vanity, you can only repress this strong desire by 
thinking of God, or of what you are called upon by him 
to do. Simplicity does not consist in false shame or false 
modesty, any more than in pride or vainglory. When 
vanity would lead to egotism, we have only to turn. from 
self ; when, on the contrary, there is a necessity of speaking 
of ourselves, we must not reason too much about it, we 
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must look Btraight at the end. Bat what wilt they think 
of me? They will think I am boasting; I shall be sub- 
pected in speaking bo freely of my own concerns. None 
of these nnqniet reflections should trouble us for one mo- 
ment. Let us speak freely, ingenuously, and simply of 
ourselves when we are called upon to speak. It is thus 
that St. Paul spoke often in his Epistles. What true great- 
ness there is in speaking with simplicity of one's self. 
"Vainglory is sometimes hidden under an air of modesty 
and reserve. People do not wish to proclaim their own 
merit, but they would be very glad that others should dis- 
cover it. They would have the reputation both of virtue 
and of the desire to bide it. 

As to the matter of speaking against ourselves, I do 
not either blame or recommend it. When it arises from 
true simplicity, and that hatred with which God inspires 
us for our sins, it is admirable, and thus I regard it in 
many holy men. But usually the surest and most simple 
way is not to speak unnecessarily of one's self, either good 
or evil. Self-love often prefers abuse to oblivion and 
silence; and when we have often spoken ill of ourselves, 
we are quite teady to be reconciled, just like angry lovers, 
who, after a quarrel, redouble their blind devotion to each 
other. 

This simplicity is manifested in the exterior. As the 
mind is freed from this idea of self, we act more naturally, 
all art ceases, and we act rightly without thinking of what 
we are doing, by a sort of directness of purpose that is in- 
explicable to those who have no experience of it. To some 
we may appear less simple than those who have a more 
grave and practiced manner; but these are people of bad 
taste, who take the affectation of modesty for modesty it- 
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self, and who have no knowledge of trae simplicity. This 
true simplicity has sometimes a careless and in^gnlar ap- 
pearancci bat it has the charm of truth and candor, and 
sheds around it X know not what of purity and innooencoi 
of cheerfulness and peace; a loveliness that wins us when 
we see it intimately and with pure eyes* 

How desirable is this simplicity! who will give it to 
me ? I will quit all else to obtain it, for it is the peail « 
^of great price. 



NATURE AS A REVELATION 

A SERMON ON THE PROOFS OF THE EXISTENCE OF GOD DRAWN FROM 
A VIEW OF NATURE AND THE MIND OF MAN 

I CANNOT open my eyes without admiring the skill that 
everything in nature displays. A single glance enables 
me to perceive the hand that has made all things. Men 
accustomed to meditate upon abstract truths, and recur to 
first principles, recognize the Divinity, by the idea of him 
they find in their minds. But the more direct this road 
is, the more it is untrodden and neglected by common 
men, who follow their own imagination. It is so simple 
a demonstration, that from this very cause it escapes those 
minds incapable of a purely intellectual operation. And 
the more perfect this way of discovering the Supreme 
Being is, the fewer are the minds that can follow it. 
But there is another method less perfect, but more nearly 
adapted to the capacity of all. Those who exercise their 
reason the least, those who are most affected by their 
senses, may, at a single glance, discover him, who is 
represented in all his works. The wisdom and power 
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that Ood has manifested in eyerything he has made re- 
flect the name as in a mirror of him whom they have not 
been able to disoorer in their own minds. This is a popu- 
lar philosophy addressed to the senses, which every one, 
without prejudice or passion, is capable of acquiring. 

A man whose heart is entirely engaged in some grand 
concern might pass many days in a room, attending to his 
affairs, without seeing either the proportions of the room, 
the ornaments on the chimney, or the pictures that sur- 
rounded him. All these objects would be before his eyes, 
but he would not see them, and they would make no im- 
pression upon him. Thus it is that men live. Everything 
presents G-od to them, but they do not see him. He was in 
the world and the world was made by him; and, neverthe* 
less, the world has not known him. They pass their lives 
without perceiving this representation of the Deity, so 
completely do the fascinations of life obscure their vi- 
sion. St. Augustine says that the wonders of the uni- 
verse are lowered in our estimation by their repetition. 
Cicero says the same thing: ''Forced to view the same 
things every day, the mind as well as the eye is accus- 
tomed to them. It does not admire or take any pains to 
discover the cause of events that it always observes to take 
place in just the same way ; as if it were the novelty rather 
than the grandeur of a thing that should lead us to this in* 
vestigation. ' ' 

But all nature shows the infinite skill of its Author. I 
maintain that accident, that is to say a blind and fortuitous 
succession of events, could never have produced all we see. 
It is well to adduce here one of the celebrated comparisons 
of the ancients. 

Who would believe that the "Iliad" of Homer was not 
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oompofled by the efforts of a great poet, but that ibB charao- 
ters of the alphabet being thrown oonfosedly together, aa 
accidental stroke had placed the letters precisely in such 
relative positions as to prodnce verses so full of harmony 
and variety, painting each object with all that was moat 
noble, most graceful, and most touching in its features; in 
fine, making each person speak in character and with such 
spirit and nature ? Let any one reason with as much subt- 
lety as he may, he would persuade no man in his senses 
that the '^Iliad" had no author but accident. Why, then, 
should a man possessing his reason believe with regard to 
the Universe, a work unquestionably more wonderful than 
the ''Iliad," what his good sense will not allow him to be- 
lieve of this poem? 

Were any one to find in a deser^ a beautiful statue of 
marble, he would say: ''Surely men tiave been here. I 
recognize the hand of the sculptor; I admire the delicacy 
with which he has proportioned the body, making it in 
stinct with beauty, grace, majesty, tenderness, and life.** 
What would this man reply were any one to say to him: 
"No; a sculptor did not make this statue. It is made, it 
is true, in the most exquisite taste, and according to the 
most perfect rules of symmetry; but it is accident that 
has produced it. Among all the pieces of marble, one has 
happened to take this form of itself. The rains and the 
winds detached it from the mountains; a violent storm 
placed it upright on this pedestal, that was already pre- 
pared and placed here of itself. It is an Apollo as per- 
fect as that of Belvidere; it is a Venus equal to that of 
the Medici; it is a Hercules which matches the Farnese. 
You may believe that this figure walks, that it lives, that 
it thinks, that it is going to speak ; but it owes nothing to 
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art, it IB only a blind stroke of ohanoe that has formed it 
so well and placed it here." 

A traveller entering SaMe, which is the place that once 
was ancient Thebes, with its hundred gates, bat is now a 
desert, would find there columns, pyramids, obelisks, and 
inscriptions in unknown characters. Would he say: '^Men 
have never inhabited this place; the hand of man has never 
Heen employed here; it is chance that has formed these col- 
umns and placed them upon their pedestals, crowning them 
with capitals of such. beautiful proportions; it is chance that 
lias hewn these obelisks out of single stones, and that has 
engraved on them all these hieroglyphics?" Would he 
not say, on the contrary, with all the assurance of which 
the mind of man is capable: ''These magnificent views are 
the remains of the majestic architecture that flourished in 
ancient Egypt"? 

This is what our reason would proclaim at the first 
glance. It is the same when we first contemplate the 
universe. People perplex themselves with sophistry, and 
obscure their view of the simplest truths. Bat a glance is 
sufficient; such a work as this world could not have been 
made by chance. The bones, the tendons, the veins, the 
arteries, the nerves, the muscles, which compose the body 
of a single man, display more art and proportion than all 
the architecture of the ancient Greeks and Egyptians. 
The eye of the meanest animal surpasses the skill of all 
the artisans of the world. But before we proceed to the 
details of nature, fix your attention for a while upon 
the general structure of the universe. Cast your eyes 
upon the earth that supports us; raise them, then, to this 
immense vault of the heavens that surrounds us; these 
fathomless abysses of air and water, and these countlesa 
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0tan that gire us light. Who is it that hat raspended 
this globe of earth? Who has laid its foandationa? If 
it were harder, its bosom oould not be laid open bj man 
for cnltiration. If it were less firm, it eoold not support 
the weight of his footsteps. From it proeeed the most 
precious things. This earth, so mean and unformed, is 
transformed into thousands of beantifal objeets that de* 
light our ejes; in the connse of one jear it becomes 
branches, bads, leayes, flowers, fruits, and seeds, thns 
renewing its beantifal farore to man. Nothing exhaoslii 
it. After yielding for so manj ages its treasures, it ex* 
periences no decay; it does not grow old; it still pours 
forth riches from its bosom. Generations of men have 
grown old and passed away, while every spring the earth 
has renewed its youth. If it were cultiyated, it would 
nourish a hundred-fold more than it now does. 

But the body of man that seems the chef-d^iBuvre of na* 
ture is not comparable to his soul. Whence comes it that 
beings so unlike are united in his composition? Whence 
comes it that the movements of the body give so promptly 
and so infallibly certain thoughts to the soul ? How is it 
that the thoughts of the sou] produce certain movements 
of the body ? Whence comes it that this harmonious con- 
nection exists without interruptions for seventy or eighty 
years ? Whence comes it that two beings possessing such 
different operations make a whole so perfect that some are 
tempted to believe that they are one and indivisible? 

What hand has united these two extremes? Matter 
could not make an agreement with spirit, the spirit has 
BO recollection of having made any compact with matter. 
Hevertheless, it is certain that it is dependent on the body, 
and that it cannot be freed from its power, unless it do- 
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wHtojB it bj a fioleiit death. This dependenoe it reoipro- 
oaL Nothing is more abeolute than the empire of the aoiil 
over the body. The spirit wills, and erery member of the 
body is instantly moved as if it were impelled by some 
powerful machine. What iiand holding an equal power 
over both these natures has imposed this yoke upon them, 
and held them captive in a connection so nice and so in- 
violable? Can any one say, **Chance*'7 If they do, can 
they understand what they say themselves, and make oth- 
ers comprehend it ? Has chance linked together by a con- 
course of atoms the particles of body with soul 7 

My alternative is this: if the soul and the body are only 
a composition of matter, whence is it that this matter, which 
did not think yesterday, begins to think to-day 7 Who is it 
that has given it, what it did not before possess, and what 
is incomparably more noble than itself, when it was with- 
out thought 7 Does not that which bestows thought possess 
it 7 Suppose even that thought proceeded from a certain 
configuration and to^ngement and motion of matter, what 
workman contrived these just and nice combinations so as 
to make a thinking machine 7 If, on the contrary, the soul 
and the body are two distinct substances, what power su- 
perior to both these different natures has bound them to- 
gether 7 Who, with a supreme empire over both, has sent 
forth his command, that they should be linked together by 
a correspondence and in a civil subjection that is incom- 
prehensible 7 

The empire of the mind over the body is despotic to a 
certain extent, since simple will can move every member 
by mechanical rules. As the Scriptures represent Ood in 
the creation to have said: *'Let there be light, and there 
was light, ^' so the voice of my soul speaks and my body 
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obeys. This is the power which men who beliere in Gt>d 
attribute to him over the universe. 

This power of the soul over the body which is so abso- 
lute is at the same time a blind one. The most ignorant 
man moves his body as well as the best-instructed anato- 
mist. The player on the flute who perfectly undeistands 
all the chords of his instrument, who sees it with his eyes 
and touches it with his fingers, often makes mistakes. But 
the soul that governs the mechanism of the human body can 
move every spring without seeing it, without understand- 
ing its figure, or situation, or strength, and never mistakes. 
Bow wonderful is thisi My soul commands what it does 
not know, what it cannot see, and what it is incapable of 
knowing, and is infallibly obeyed I Uow great its ignorance 
and how great its power I The blindness is ours, but the 
power — ^whence is it ? To whom shall we attribute it, if not 
to him who sees what man cannot see and gives him the 
power to perform what surpasses his own comprehension? 

Let the universe be overthrown and annihilated, let there 
be no minds to reason upon these truths, they will still re- 
main equally true, as the rays of the sun would be no less 
real if men should be blind and not see them. *'In feeling 
assured,", says St. Augustine, "that two and two make 
four, we are not only certain that we say what is true, but 
we have no doubt that this proposition has been always 
and will continue to be eternally true." 

Let man then admire what he understands, and let him 
be silent when he cannot comprehend. There is nothing in 
the universe that does not equally bear these two opposite 
characters, the stamp of the Creator and the mark of the 
nothingness from whence it is drawn, and into which it 
xnay at any moment be reserved. 



MIRABEAU 



^THJfi OOMTB DE lOBABEAU, bom in 1749, is the^ most eUxiatnt orator 
^ of the French Tribune. His life was one long, continuotiB stonn. For a 
boyish escapade, his Either had him incarcerated in a prison. This punishment 
caused him to rebel against paternal authority, and even more against arbitrary 
power, but did not have the effect of correcting him. Grave misdeeds brought 
down on his head new punishments; open and public enmity existed between 
lather and son. Mirabeau spent several years of his life in prison. It was 
there that he gave himself up to that passion for study which proved to be 
at least as strong as his love of pleasure. Several works fai favor of liberty and 
the rights of mankind were the result of his enforced leisure; these works 
swept away at least a part of the contempt which his vices had drawn down on 
bis head. His soooescdve soffonms in Prussia and in England served to ripen 
liis ideas; and, when the French Revolution broke out, he took up arms, pie- 
pared to defend in the tribune the liberty in favor of which he had written so 
much. Deputy from Provence at the National Assembly, he there exercised* 
by the force of his eloquence, an extraordinary ascendency. Well informed 
by his arduous studies, he saw better than others the point at which reforms 
ought to stop. But, at the moment in whi^ he was engaged in retarding a 
movement which he himself had contributed so much to accelerate, be died 
in 1791, leaving the Revolution without a counterpoise. Hki death was ve- 
garded as one of the misfortunes of that epoch. 



SPEECH ON THE ABOLITION OP THE SLAVE TRADE 

IN THE FRENCH COLONIES 

I AM ABOUT to plead the cause of a rac^ which, en* 
dewed with a fatal pre-eminence among the wretched 
of the world, running in but few yea^ the gamut of 
human sorrow, lives, suffers and dies slaves of the most 
detestable tyranny whose crimes have ever been recounted 
by history. 

Ton are ere this aware that I speak of the riaves o( 
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America. I will dishonor neither this honorable body nor 
myself by seeking to prove that the negro has the right 
to his liberty; that question you have already decided, 
since you have declared that all men are born and remain 
free and equal before the law, and it is not on this side 
of the Atlantic that corrupt royalists would have the au- 
dacity to argue that negroes are not human beings. 

n, in consonance with these principles solemnly pro* 
claimed throughout the length and breadth of Europe, the 
negroes dwelling in our islands, men like ourselves, have 
an incontestable right to their liberty, how happens it that 
this Assembly has not as yet broken down the relation of 
master and slave throughout the French Empire 7 

It is important that France abolish slarery, not only that 
her acts may be in conformity with the principles' of liberty 
which she has proclaimed and the constitutional oonse- 
quences of which she is engaged in organizing, but also, 
if interests of the gravest moment are to be subserved, 
that the great duties which ordinary foresight would conn- 
ael may be performed. 

As a matter of fact, would it be possible to oonceal 
from the nations of the earth this revolution which is 
your glory? Will not the proclamation of the rights of 
man reverberate over all parts of the globe ? Will not the 
news be gradually spread that in France all men are gov- 
emed by equal laws? And, when the wisdom of your 
constitution shall be patent to the whole world, will theie 
be a power on earth mighty enough to prevent liberty 
from becoming the aim and ambition of every nation. 
Guided by our example will they not, soon or late, shake 
ofi and shatter the fetters with which their limbs are 
bruised? 
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If tiiefle TOBults of the French BeTolntion ara Boon or 
late inevitablei will a multitude of enslaved men be the 
eole and motionless witnesses, the resigned Tictims, of 
the exclusive privilege of libert j ? Would they not desire 
to either conquer it or that it be surrendered to them? 
Oan the spectacle be veiled from their mght? can they 
henceforward be deprived <rf reason and of reflection as 
they are now depvived of thdr liberty? Will the whites 
always be able, by their own unaided efforts, to maintain 
the regime that you have broken down? How far can they 
go before they will have reached the bounds of the shame* 
less parody they are now making of it? Will they trans- 
form the customs and the duties of free men into the 
mysteries of religious rites? Are they going to set aside 
certain localities and certain days when liberty might be 
exercised? 

No, you will think for those who have not the ability 
to think for themselves; you will rise superior to the inter- 
ests of which prejudice and ignorance have but a faint 
conception, and you will perceive that, in order to avert 
horrible carnage and safeguard your colonies, it will from 
tiiis time forth be necessary to prepare the blacks for the 
enjoyment of a blessing for which no man is indebted to 
his fdlow, but which is the universal heritage of humanity. 

But let us suppose that the tyrants, without themselves 
Tunning the slightest risk in the colonies, have sufficiently 
potent agencies to keep the negroes ih th^r present status 
of beasts of burden. Let ua suppose that they can exer- 
cise over their slaves the most frightful despotism, and, 
at the same time, cherish a Oonslitution which breathes 
nothing but liberty. • • • I need hardly tell you that this 
odious contrast is revolting to the reason. I will not en- 
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deavor to demonstrate to you how frightf al it is that men 
should regard their own liberty as the first of blessings 
and at the same time burden an unfortunate race with the 
yoke of servitude. But I will maintain that, in exercising 
such a domination, the whites of the colonies wUl contract 
or rather perpetuate manners, habits and principles which 
they will eventually bring back to the bosom of the mother 
country, to which they ever have a tendency to return, to 
which, in fact, they are continually returning. The influ- 
ence of these manners and habits, sentiments and princi- 
ples upon our very liberties, it is to our interest to 
examine with the utmost prudence. 

[Mirabeau then enters into a discussion of the motives 
which inspired the defenders of the slave trade and of 
slavery to offer strenuous opposidon to the opinions which 
had for their aim the immediate suppression of the former 
and the gradual abolition of the latter.] 

These objections are of two kinds: Some have relation 
to the blacks themselveSi others are founded on various 
political and financial interests of France. 

Let us begin with the question-in-chief, that is to say 
with the arguments which apply only to the blacks. We 
do not assert, say their executioners or the defenders of ^ 
their executioners, that the slave trade is just; but — 1st. 
It rescues them from the much worse condition which war 
or captivity would cause them to undergo in their own 
country. 2d. The trade is not carried on in an inhuman 
manner. 8d. The negroes are not unhappy in the colonies, 
and certainly' not more so than laborers in our climate, 
nor, for example, than the major portion of our peasantry. 
4th It is necessaryi moreover, to choose between the main- 
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tenanoe of the dare tntde and the ruin of the colonies, for 
these oanaol be oultiTaled exo^t by the blacks; and, aa 
thej do not multiply with sufficient lapidxty, it is only by 
^e dare trade that the defUaenoy in their nnmbers ean 
be supplied. 6lh* The labon and aii£Eerings of the black 
slaves aie exaggerated, and they are, in reality, so much 
less objects of commiseration as their masters have, if for 
no other reascm, a pecuniary interest in taking the best 
care of their welfare* 0th. Finally, laws and regtdations 
might be framed for the benefit of the blacks, if their 
situation really demands the aid of legislative author! t)r^ 
which is doubtful. 

[Mirabeau enters into and refutes these objections by 
means of arguments which, while very cogent, were at the 
same time extremely eloquent. Of this one may judge for 
himself by the following passages:] 

You have observed that the second contention of our 
adversaries is that the slave trade is not an inhuman form 
of coiDtmierce. 

In order that you may judge of this matter with a 
thorough understanding of the facts, read the repo(rt on 
tiiis subject made in England to the Privy Council and 
at the bar of Parliaments Th) authenticated abstracts of 
slave-carrying vessels leaving Liverpool and Bristol prove 
that, during a period of ten years, Great Britain annually 
exported more than a hundred thousand n^roes, and that, 
of these, at least a fifth perished before reaching their 
destination. Thus, out of a hundred men carried ofi from 
Africa, twenty die immediately! And, in a single branch 
of this ic'^^slrous commerce, twenty thousand blacks annn- 
ally meet their doom! What is the oauae of this dreadful 
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mortali^? I will tell joMj O philanthropio colonists, who 
pretend to regard slavery as a blessing. The cause is that 
to the horror of a captivity which is to end only with 
death is added, in the enforced journey of the negroes, tha 
pangs of hunger, disease, lack of water, lack of air. And 
this commerce is not inhomanl 

Let ns pass over the devastations, the conflagrations^ 
pillage to which the African coasts have had to be deliv« 
ered over in order to collect, at infinite trouble and ex* 
pense, the small number of blacks who survive capture; 
let us pass over those who, during the voyage, die by their 
own hand or who perish in mutinies incited by despair. 
Can you picture to yourselves what is meant by that voy- 
age of two thousand, sometimes three thousand leagues? 
Behold a model of a vessel crowded with these unfortu- 
nates, and try, if you can, not to turn away your eyes. 
How packed they are one upon another! How they are 
stifled between decks. Unable to hold themselves upright, 
even in a sitting posture, they are forced to bo^ their 
heads; nay, more, they are unable to move their limbs, 
which are tightly bound, nor even their bodies; for, com- 
pelled to submit to all the necessities, to all the evils of 
him who shares his chains, each man is fastened to an- 
other, some to a dying man, some to a corpse I See how 
the ship as it rocks bruises them, mutilates them, breaks 
the bones of one against the other, tears their flesh with 
their own fetters, and in a single picture presents to view 
a thousand torments I When they lay down to sleep, the 
place is filled to its utmost capacity; and the insensate 
cupidity which would rescue them has not even foreseen 
that no passage was left and that, to pass through, it 
would be necessary to stamp underfoot these bodies, that. 
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though Still livingi have endured all the torments ot 
death. Have they at least pure air enough? Let us try 
to form an estimate 1 A space a little less than six feet in 
length by a little more than one foot in width is the 
foundation of a column of air the shortest which would 
possibly suffice for the respiration of each. This air is 
rery soon vitiated and afterward barely renewed by nar- 
row openings, the doors of which are often slammed to by 
rough weather, rain, a hundred occurrences of various 
nature, and, as a result, is quickly poisoned. But why 
should they receive a fresh supply? Why should it be 
pure? Was it not also necessary to speculate on this 
prime necessary of life? O the unfortunates! I can see 
them! I can hear them! Their dry respiration, their 
tongues burning and hanging from their mouths, their 

ft 

agony might be pictured but can never be expressed. 
How they huddle together! How they glue themselves 
to the bars of their cage I How they try to pump in even 
the rays of heat in the hope of refreshing themselves an 
instant I 

Listen to their shrieks! See the last struggles of these 
poor wretches being slowly strangled to death I At last all 
is silence. That air portioned off by barbarity, that air 
laden with anguish, despair and blood, is no longer any- 
thing but a death-dealing atmosphere impregnated with 
mephitical and pestilential exhalations. And the death of 
half of these victims is going to make room for others. 
Let us follow in the wake of this vessel, or rather this 
long floating bier, as it traverses the seas which separate 
the two worlds. The unfortunate who sees his companion 
perishing tries in vain to refrain from jostling him, the 
only way in which it is possible for him to save him from 
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his fate. Often, for longer than the period of a whole day, 
he is even unaware that he is bound to what ia now bat a 
corpse. Day by day ia witnesaed, aa a mare oommon epi- 
sode, torments which hare made ci their inventor the tjrpe 
of the most hideona of tyrants. The horrible floating don* 
geon grows more and more depleted; negroes and sailors 
fall alike victims of that dread harvest; evils of the mosk 
hideons nature, one giving rise to another, cheat by their 
ravages the very avarice which has bred them, the avarice 
which has acquired the gold to purchase men, but could 
spare none to purchase air. And this commerce is not 
inhuman I 

But would it not be possible to prevent these frightful 
occurrences by crowding fewer negroes on each vessel? 
No, the trade, in that case, would become impracticable; 
the slave dealer would violate some atrocious and stupid 
regulation; he would be unable to turn to good profit thia 
commerce so hazardous unless he piled up the negroes aa 
he would mere cargo. These wretches, who in this world 
are considered sometimes as men and sometimes as beasts, 
do not appear, as they are conveyed for transportation, to 
be anything but inanimate beings, veritable ballast, utiU 
pondua. Human cupidity takes pleasure in compelling 
them to traverse all the realms of nature. And this com- 
merce is not inhuman! 

Satisfied in having subdued by their inhumanity tho 
slaves in their unwilling voyage, do their guards pardon 
the attempts they too often make in vain to take refuge 
in death or to win their liberty ? No, this sense of justicei 
sometimes met with in souls of the greatest ferocity, ia 
dulled by the inexorable cupidity of these agents. All 
the slave-carryiug ships abound in instruments of torture 
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— lortQie that has for its aim not the infliction of death 
but tba prolongation of life. And, would yon believe it, 
the pnrpoee of one of these instruments is to force nour« 
ishment on sUveB who wish to die. Thus are they com- 
pelled to prolong their life and their misery. And this 
oommerce is not inhuman! 

But I am mistaken: occasionally the negroes owe the 
boon of death to their guards. Every slave-carrying ves- 
sel is provided with a supply of poison. It is useful in 
the event of mutinies. It is necessary if perchance the 
vessel ahould be becalmed, since avarice has apportioned 
the measure of food as it has that of air. By means of 
poison the orew is delivered from the impetuous slave 
whom neither fetters nor guards have been able to sub- 
due, and whose generous example might incite his fellow 
slaves to revolt, to vengeance. When, at length, the time 
approaches when the crew is threatened with scarcity of 
food and water, recourse is had to poison. Ah I you 
shudder I The fact is nevertheless beyond dispute; it is 
admitted; it is incontestable; it is an indispensable part 
of the business. Tou have been asked to legalize murderi 
brigandage, and the atrocities to which they give birth. 
It is but left for you to also legalize killing by poison, for 
without it the tra£Bic in slaves cannot be maintained. And 
this commerce is not inhuman I 

It is equally inhuman on the part of the principals in 
this traffic as on the part of their subordinates, and if your 
avenging pity is moved by these words, which would 
forebode a well-deserved punishment, be careftd to make 
no mistake. The sailors are almost as innocent as their 
human prey. Does there exist a traffic more barbarous 
than that in which it is necessary to seduce the agent by a 
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large advanee of money, by the excitements at debanehery 
and by all sorts of odious expedients? Howerer, it im 
only by this means that they are able in England to 
gather a crew to man a slave-carrying ship; it is only 
in this way that they succeed in enrolling sailors who ore 
already victims of their necessities. And, later on, it m 
by means of the bad treatment they are forced to endure 
on board that they are brought to the point of submissioB 
to all the nameless deeds perpetrated in the course of such 
an odious enterprise. The captain who commands tiiem m 
nearly always a hard and cruel man. It is very necessary 
that he should be, since he voluntarily devotes himself to 
the frightful trade of trafficking in the blood of men. He 
rules as a tyrant over his crew as well as over his human 
cargo. He obliges his sailors to row to ihe shore in scout- 
ing boats for the purpose of receiving the slaves who have 
been carried off. This horrible man-hunt, these robberies^ 
this murderous traffic in stolen human goods, cannot be 
undertaken except during the darkness of night. Its ez« 
cessive coolness, following as it does in the tropio of 
Cancer dose upon the merciless heat of the day, ctiem 
strikes the sailors with blindness even before they are 
able to r^ain their ship. Thus have these innocent agents 
to undergo slow tortures by reason of a conspiracy fmt 
which they expiate the crime, wilftout having enjoyed, or 
being destined to enjoy, the profits of the crime. In a 
word, the guilt is not that ol the sailors, it is that of .their 
masters. Moreover, the fate of these seamen is veiy oftea 
but fitde different from that of their victims, contact with 
whom on the same vessel not rarely infects them with 
most hideous diseases, and sometimes even results in death. 
These faets, and many others whidi I Bughk eifte, lee 
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well attest the execrable inhomaiiity of vhe traffic and its 
monstrous consequences. 

[Mirabeau ends with this eloquent adjuration:] 

I have demonstrated that the political and commercial 
interests of France demand the gradual enfranchisement 
of the negroes; that the abolition of the slave trade can 
alone bring about that result without shock, without a 
catastrophe. In decreeing its abolition, you will render 
supportable the fate of thousands of men whose existence 
to-day coyers with opprobrium and stamps with the seal 
of crime the rest of the human species. Once assure to 
them the prospect of the possession of property, and they 
will soon learn the need of economy, which is always the 
result of such proprietorship, and in time practice the social 
virtues which it favors or rather engenders. Thus would 
their labors, continuously carried forward, and spurred on 
by kindly sentiments, reasonable incentives and just hopes, 
be leas costiy and more productive. By this system of 
moderation and humanity, the colonists themselves would 
learn to detest tyranny as a needless crime. They would 
thus gradually accommodate themselves to public liberty 
and they would be no less in need of this beneficent ap- 
prenticeship than the negroes would stand in need of that 
of personal liberty. 

Were you simply wise administrators, it would be in- 
dispensable that you should recognize and proclaim these 
truths of plain political economy; but you are legislators, 
you ate the trustees of the morals and honor of the nation, 
as well as of its rights and powers; and when the most 
imperious duties, when the principles of the OonstitutioUi 
to uphold which you are met under oath, leave you neither 
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ehoice, nor pennit of delay or pretext; yon, into whose 
Bouls the boldest reforms, beset as they often were with 
the most perplexing difficulties, have not struck terror, 
coald yoa hesitate to be but just? Would the. Assembly 
which, with so much courage, destroyed the aristocracy 
whose yoke had subjected France to humiliation, sanction 
an aristocracy a thousand times more odious which op- 
presses the West Indies? After haying abolished offen- 
sive privileges, would it reconsecrate them in their most 
iniquitous application? After having declared, by pro- 
nouncing anathema against the feudal system, that no 
man, even for simple interests of land-ownership, could 
be under the sway of another; after having done every- 
thing for the cause of freedom; shall the brand of the 
Assembly, the national seal, the triple seal of the nation, 
the king and the law, be stamped on the fetters of the 
African? Shall the detestable privilege of oppressing the 
feeble, the ignorant, the poor, be the only one which it re- 
spects? And, after having looked upon illustrious birth, 
immense landed possessions, services to the country, and' 
even a long line of royal ancestors, as empty titles, will it 
nevertheless be willing to regard the color of the skin as 
a legitimate title to tyranny? No, it cannot be possible I 
The hesitation of an instant on a proposition of this 
nature would be an outrage. I leave to others the insen- 
sate courage to propose it, and the shameful hope of being 
applauded for it. 

I ask nothing more than that we abolish the infamous 
traffic in slaves. But is it necessary that I should inquire 
when we are going to abolish it when a year's delay would 
authorise a continuance of the assassinations going on in 
Africa and condemn millions of men to slavery? Does the 
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long continuanoe of this most crael of eyils give the right 
to prolong them indefinitely 7 Gould delay be regarded em 
aught else tlian a toleration of the crimes? To hesitate 
now, would it not in truth be to decide? The slave- 
traders, the armed Africans who make war for the pur* 
pose of making prisoners that they might sell them — will 
they hesitate? The despots who condemn innocent men, 
the barbarians who cut the throats of babes that they might 
sell their mothers — ^wiU they hesitate? Bepresentatives of 
the French people, do not allow the sacred flre to be ex- 
tinguished in your hand I Do not permit so auspicious an 
occasion to go by to appease national hatreds. Establish 
upon the eternal and immovable foundation of the inter* 
ests of mankind the alliance of the two principal peoples 
of Europe, and let them order that henceforth peace reign 
over the whole world instead of dyeing it with bloodshed 
by tearing each other to pieces I Let this glorious system 
be your pious policy I It is alone vast enough to conciliate 
all, to repress all. This it is which, causing to disappear 
not the rivalries of commerce, but its absurd hatreds, will 
confide to the paternal and vigilant care of France and 
England the liberties of the two hemispheres. It will 
imitate in the case of the human species that First Cause 
which silently rules the universe, and which, giving to 
the grand total a uniform impulse, nevertheless leaves im* 
mense latitude to the operation of secondary causes. 

Bepresentatives of the French people, you are worthy 
of the attainment of that dignity. Show all the nations of 
the universe the real spirit of our Revolution, which fills 
them with astonishment, which stirs them, which exdtes all 
their sympathies, but which should also instruct them by 
Ub examples of generosity and virtue, so much the mote 
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neceBsary for the reason that everywhere blind prejudice, 
ignorance, or the interested hatred of aristocratic pride, 
by spreading calninny broadcast, sow the seeds of mistrust 
Prove to the universe that, if auspicious circumstances 
have proved favorable to your noble and rapid conquests 
over tyranny, they are, above all, due to the inspirations 
of philanthropy, your zeal, your intelligence, your calm 
courage and your ardent perseverance. Be the defenders 
of suffering hmnanity, of Jamaica as of San Donuiigo, of 
your own colonies as of those of other European States! 
Tour decree, awaited by the negro in his hammock, is his 
only hope of deliverance from his misery. Dry by a word 
the tears of these unfortunates ! Make them better men by 
giving them the hope of one day being happier! Like 
unto the gods, hearken unto all just prayers! Spread, at 
the same time, over all climes the regenerating influence 
of peace and freedom, and may the restorers of France 
bring the blessings of liberty to all the peoples of the 
world ! 
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AGAINST IMPERIALISM IN FRANCE 

DBUVERBD AGAUfST MAKING NAPOLEON CONSUL FOR LIFE IN i8ni 

FELLOW-GITIZBNS — Among the orators who have pre- 
ceded me, and who have all touched on the motion 
of our coUeagae Cur^e, eeveral have anticipated the 
objectioDB that might be made to it, and have responded 
with 80 maoh talent as amenity; they have given an ex- 
ample of a moderation which I shall Endeavor to imitate 

V<^ ni.-^ t 4— OratioDS /ggx 
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by proposing a few ideas wMch have apparently escaped 
them. And as to those whom I oppose, and thus render 
myself liable to that suspicion that my motives are merely 
personal, whoever would attribute such to me are ignorant 
of the character of a man entirely devoted to his country. 
In reply, I ask them to examine carefully my political con- 
duct since the commencement of the revolution, and all the 
record of my private life. 

1 am far from desiring to diminish the praises accorded 
the First Consul; if we owed him but the code civil, his 
name would worthily be immortalized to posterity But 
whatever the services a citizen has rendered his country, 
he must expect honors but in the extent of the national 
recognition of his work. If the citizen has restored public 
liberty, if he has been a benefactor to his country, would 
it be a proper recompense to oflEer him the sacrifice of that 
liberty? Nay! would it not be an annulment of his own 
work to convert that country into his private patrimony ? 

From the very moment it was proposed to the French 
people to vote to make the consulate an office for life, each 
easily judged there was a mental reservation, and saw the 
ulterior purpose and end of the proposal. In effect, there 
was seen the rapid succession of a series of institutions evi- 
dently monarchical; but at each move anxiety was mani- 
fested to reassure disturbed and inquiring spirits on the 
score of liberty, that these new institutions and arrange- 
ments were conceived only to procure the highest protec- 
tion that could be desired for liberty. 

To-day is uncovered and developed in the most positive 
manner the meaning of so many of these preliminary meas- 
ures. We are asked to declare ours^ves upon a formal 
proposition to reestablish the monarchical system, and to 
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fonfer an imperial and hereditary dignity on the First 
Consul. 

At that time I voted against a life consulate; I shall 
TOte now against any re^tablishment of a monarchy, as 
I believe it my duty to do. But it was done with no desire 
to evoke partisanship; without personal feeling; without 
any sentiment save a passion for the public good, which 
always impels me to the defence of the popular cause. 

I always fully submit to existing laws, even when they 
are most displeasing. More than once have I been a victim 
to my devotion to law, and I shall not begin to retrograde 
to-day. I declare, therefore, that while 1 combat this prop- 
osition, from the moment that a new order of things shall 
« 

have been established, which shall have received the assent 
of the mass of our citizens, I shall be first to conform my 
actions; to give to the supreme authority all the marks of 
deferenee commanded by the constitutional oligarchy. Can 
every member of society record a vow as sincere and dis- 
interested as my own ? 

1 shall not force into the discussion my preference for 
the general merits of any one system of government over 
another. On these subjects there are numberless volumes 
written. I shall charge myself with examining in few 
words, and in the simplest terms, the particular case in 
which present circumstances place us. All the arguments 
thus far made for the re^tablishment of monarchy in 
France are reduced to the statement that it is the only 
method of assuring the stability of the government and 
the public tranquillity, the only escape from internal dis- 
order, the sole bond of union against external enemies - 
that the republican system has been vainly essayed in all 
possiblfit manners; and that from all these efforts oniy 
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anarchy has resalted. A prolonged and oeaselesB rerolu- 
tion has reawakened a perpetual fear of new disorders, and 
consequently a deep and universal desire to see re^stab* 
lished the old hereditary government, changing only the 
dynasty. To this we must make reply. 

I remark here that the government of a single person 
is no assurance of a stable and tranquil government. The 
duration of the Boman Empire was no longer than that 
of the Boman Bepublic. Their internecine troubles were 
greater, their crimes more multiplied. The pride of re- 
publicanism, the heroism, and the masculine virtues were 
replaced by the most ridiculous vanity, the vilest adula- 
tion, the boldest cupidity, the most absolute indifference 
to the national prosperity. Where was any remedy in the 
heredity of the throne ? Was it not regarded as the legiti- 
mate heritage of the house of Augustus? Was a Domitian 
not the son of Vespasian, a Caligula the son of G-ermanicuSi 
a Commodus the son of Marcus Aurelius? In France, it is 
true, the last dynasty maintained itself for eight hundred 
years, but were the people any the less tormented? What 
have been the internal dissensions? What the foreign wars 
undertaken for pretensions and rights of succession, which 
gave birth to the alliances of this dynasty with foreign 
nations? From the moment that a nation espouses the 
particular interest of one family, she is compelled to inter- 
vene in a multitude of matters which but for this would 
be to her of uttermost indifference. We have hardly suc- 
ceeded in establishing a republic among us, notwithstanding 
that we have essayed it under various forms, more or less 
democratic. ... 

After the peace of Amiens, Napoleon had choice be- 
tween the republican and monarchical systems; he oould 
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do as he pleased. He would have met but the lightest op- 
position. The citadel of liberty was confided to him; he 
swore to defend it; and, holding his promise, he should 
have fulfilled the desire of the nation which judged him 
alone capable of solving the grand problem of public liberty 
in its vast extent. He mi^t have covered himself with an 
incomparable glory. Instead of that, what is being done 
to-day? They propose to make for him an absolute and 
hereditaiy property of a great power of which he was made 
the administrator. Is this the real desire and to the real 
interest of the First Consul himself? I do not believe it. 

It IS true the State was falling into dissolution, and that 
absolutism pulled it from the edge of the abyss. But what 
do we conclude from that? What all the world knows — 
that political bodies are subject to affections T^ich ean be 
cured but by violent remedies ; that sometimes a dictator is 
necessary for a moment to save liberty. The Bomans^ who 
were so jealous of it, nevertheless recognized the necessity 
of this supreme power at intervals. But because a violent 
remedy has saved a patient, must there be a daily adminis- 
tration of violent remedies ? Fabius, Cincinnatus, Camillus 
saved Bome by the exercise of absolute power, but they 
relinquished this power as soon as practicable; they would 
have killed Borne had they continued to wield it. Ccesar 
was the first who desired to keep this power: he became 
its victim; but liberty was lost for futurity. Thus every- 
thing that has ever been said up to this day on absolute 
government proves only the necessity for temporary dicta- 
torships in crises of the State, but not the establishment of 
a permanent and irresponsible power. 

It is not from the character of their government that 
great republics have lacked stability; it is because, having 
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been born in the breasts of storms, it is always in a state 
of exaltation that they are established. One only was the 
labor of philosophy, organized calmly. That repnblio, 
the United States of America, fnli of wisdom and of 
strength, exhibits this phenomenon, and each day their 
prosperity shows an increase which astonishes other na« 
tions. Thus it was reserved for the New World to teach 
the Old that existence is possible and peaceable under the 
rule of liberty and equality. Tes, I state this proposition, 
that when a new order of things can be established without 
fearing partisan influences, as the First Oonsul has done, 
principally after the peace of Amiens, and as he can still 
do, it becomes much easier to form a republic without 
anarchy than a monarchy without despotism. For how can 
we conceive a limitation which would not be illusory in a 
government of which the chief had all the executive power 
in his hand and all the places to bestow 7 

They have spoken of institutions to produce all these 
good effects. But before we propose to establish a mon* 
archy, should we not first assure ourselves and demonstrate 
to those. who are to vote on the question, that these institu- 
tions proposed are in the order of possible things, and not 
metaphysical obstructions, which have been held a reproach 
to the opposite system? Up to this moment nothing has 
been successfully invented to curb supreme power but what 
are called intermediary bodies or priyileges. Is it, then, of 
a new nobility you would speak when you allude to institu- 
tions? But such remedies — are they not worse than 4he 
disease? For the absolute power of a monarch takes but 
our liberty, while the institution of privileged classes robs 
us at the same time of our liberty and our equality. And 
if even at the commencement dignities and ranks were but 
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personal, we know they would finish always as the fiefs of 
other times, in becoming hereditary. 

To these general principles I shall add a few special 
observations. I assume that all the French give assent to 
these proposed changes; but will it be the real free will 
and wish of Frenchmen which is produced from a register 
wliere each is obliged to individually sign his vote 7 Who 
does not know what is the influence in similar cases of the 
presiding authority ? From all parties in France, it would 
he said, springs a universal desire of the citizens for the re- 
establishment of the hereditary monarchy; but can we not 
look suspiciously on an opinion, concentrated thus far al- 
most exclusively among public functionaries, when we con- 
sider the inconvenience they would have to manifest any 
oontrary opinion; when we know that the liberty of the 
press is so enfeebled that it is not possible to insert in any 
journal the most moderate and respectful protests 7 

Doubtlessly there will be no making any choice of the 
hereditary chief, if they declare it necessary to have one. 

Is it hoped, in raising this new dynasty, to hasten the 
period of general peace 7 Will it not rather be a new obsta- 
cle 7 Are we assured that the other great powers of Europe 
will assent to this new title 7 And if they do not, do we 
take up arms to constrain them 7 Or after having sunk the 
title of First Consul in that of Emperor, will he be content 
to remain First Consul to the rest of Europe while he is Em- 
peror only to Frenchmen, or shall we compromise by a vain 
title the security and the prosperity of the entire nation 7 

It appears, therefore, infinitely doubtful if the new order 
of things can give us the stability of the present state. 
There is for the government one method of consolidation 
and strength. It is to be just; that no favoritism or bias 
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be of avail to influence its services; that there be a guar- 
antee against robbery and fraud. It is far from me to desire 
to make any particular application of my language or to 
criticise the conduct of the government. It is against arbi- 
trary power itself I appeal, and not against those in whose 
hands this power may reside. Has liberty then been shown 
to man that he shall never enjoy it? Shall it always be. 
held to his gaze as a fruit that when he extends the hand 
to grasp he must be stricken with death? And Nature, 
which has made liberty such a pressing need to us, does 
she really desire to betray our confidence? No I I shall 
never believe this good, so universally preferred to all 
others — without which all others are nothing — ^is a simple 
illusion. My heart tells me that liberty is possible, that its 
regime is easier and more stable than any arbitrary govern- 
ment, than any oligarchy. 
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"TO THE CAMPr 

DELIVERED BEFORE THE COMMITTEE OF PUBLIC SAFETY. SEPTEMBER a. ngi 

THE details giYen to jon by M. Gonstaot are no donbi 
quite reassuring; it is impossible, however, to help 
some uneasiness, after coming from the camp below 
Paris. The works advance very slowly. There are many 
workmen, but few of them work: a great number are resting 
themselves. What is especially painful is to see that the 
shovels are only handled by salaried hands, and not by 
hands which the public interest directs. Whence comes 
the sort of torpor in which the citizens who have remained 
in Paris appear to be buried ? Let us no longer conceal it: 
the time to tell the truth has come al last! The proscrip* 

(7T) 
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tions of the past^ the rumor of f utore proscriptiong, and our 
internal discords have spread consternation and dismay. 
Upright men hide themselves when the conditions have 
been reached under which crime may be committed with 
impunity. There are men, on the contrary, who only show 
themselves during public calamities, like some noxious in- 
sects which the earth produces only during storms. These 
men constantly spread suspicions, distrust, jealousies, hates, 
revenges. They thirst for blood. In their seditious insinu- 
ations they accuse of '"aristocracy" virtue itself, in order 
to acquire the right to trample it underfoot. They make 
crime a part of their democracy that they may democratize 
crime, gorge themselves with its fruits without having to 
fear the sword of justice. Their whole effort now is to so 
dishonor the most sacred cause, that they may rouse to ac- 
tion against it the friends of the nation and of all humanity. 
Oh I citizens of Paris I ask it of you with the most pro- 
found emotion, will you never unmask these perverse men, 
who to obtain your confidence have nothing to offer but the 
baseness of their means and the audacity of their preten- 
nons 7 Citizens, when the enemy is advancing, and when 
a man, instead of asking you to take up the sword to repulse 
him, wishes you to murder in cold blood women or unarmed 
citizens, that man is an enemy of your glory and of your 
welfare I He deceives you that he may ruin you. When 
on the contrary a man speaks to you of the Prussians only 
to indicate you must ^trike a mortal blow ; when he proposes 
victory to you only by means worthy of your courage, he 
then is the friend of your glory, the friend of your happi* 
ness. He would save you I Citizens, forswear, therefore, 
your intestine dissension; let your profound indignation 
against crime encourage upright men to come to the front. 
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Have the proeoriptionB stopped^ and you shall aee at onoe 
a maas of defenders of liberty rally themselyes about you. 
Oo, all of you together to the oampl It is there that yoo 
will find your salvation I 

I hear it said every day: **We may suffer a defeat. 
What then will the Prussians do? Will they come to 
Paris?" N09 not if Paris is in a state of respectable de- 
fence; if you prepare outposts from whence you could 
oppose a strong resistance; for then the enemy would fear 
to be pursued and surrounded by the remnants of the armies 
that he may have overcome, and be crushed by them as 
Samson was under the ruins of the temple he tore down. 
But, if panic or false security benumb our courage and our 
strong arms, if we surrender without defending them the 
outposts from which the city may be bombarded, it were 
senseless not to advance toward a city which by inaction 
had appeared herself to invite their coming — which did not 
know how to take possession of positions from which he 
could have been beaten. To the camp, therefore, oitizensi 
to the camp I What? while your brothers, your fellow- 
citizens, by a heroic devotion, abandon what nature must 
make them cherish the most, their wives, their children- 
will you remain plunged in lukewarm idleness ? Have yoa 
no other way of proving your zeal than by asking inces* 
santly, as did the Athenians: ''What is there new to-day?" 
Ah I let us detest this degrading nobility 1 To the camp, 
citizens, to the camp I While our brothers, for our de« 
fence, may be shedding their blood on the plains of OhLm- 
pagne, let us not be afraid to let our sweat -drops fall upon 
the plains of Saint Denis, for the protection of their retreat. 
To the camp, citizens, to the camp I Let us forget every- 
thing but our country I To the camp, to the campi 
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REPLY TO ROBBSPIBRRB 

rWORATKHi OP THE SPEECH DEUVERBD IN THE OONVBNTIOII. 

APRIL wa, 1199 

ROBBSPIEBBB accuses us of having suddenly become 
^^Moderates" — ^monks of the order of Saint Bernard. 
{FeuiUants.) Moderates — we? I was not such, on 
the 10th of August, Bobespierre, when thou didst hide in 
thy cellar. Moderates I No, I am not such a Moderate 
that I would extinguish the national energy. I know that 
liberty is eyer as active as a biasing flame— that it is ir- 
reconcilable with the inertia that is fit only for slaves I 
Had we tried but to feed that sacred fire which bums in 
my heart as ardently as in that of the men who talk inces- 
santly about *Hhe impetuosity" of their character, such great 
dissensions would never have arisen in this Assembly. I 
know that in revolutionuy times it was as great a folly to 
pretend the ability to calm on the spur of the moment the 
efferveaoence of the people as it would be to command the 
waves of the ocean when they are beaten by the wind. 
Thus it behooves the lawmaker to prevent as much as 
he can die storm's disaster by wise counsel. But if under 
the pretext of revolution it become necessary, in order to 
be a patriot, to become the declared protector of murder 
and of robbery — then I am a **Moderate/" 

Since the abolition of the monarchy, I have heard much 
talk of revolution. I said to myself: There are but two 
more revolutions possible: that of property or the Agrarian 
Law, and that which would carry us back to despotism. I 
have made a firm resolauou to resist both the om^ aud th^ 
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Other and all the indirect means that might lead xm to them. 
If that can be construed as being a '* Moderate," then we are 
all snch ; for we all have voted for the death penalty against 
any citizen who would propose either one of them. 

I have also heard much said aboat insurrection— of at- 
tempts to cause risings of the people — and I admit I have 
groaned under it. Either the insurrection has a determined 
object, or it has not; in the latter case, it is a convulsion for 
the body politic which, since it cannot do it good, must nec- 
essarily do it a great deal of harm. The wish to force in- 
surrection can find lodgment nowhere but in the heart of a 
bad citizen. If the insurrection has a determined object, 
what can it be? To transfer the exercise of sovereignty 
to the republic. The exercise of sovereignty is confided 
to the national representatives. Therefore, those who talk 
of insurrection are trying to destroy national representa- 
tion; therefore they are trying to deliver the exercise of 
sovereignty to a small number of men, or to transfer it 
upon the head of a single citizen ; therefore they are en- 
deavoring to found an aristocratic government, or to re- 
establish royalty. In either case, they are conspiring 
against the Bepublic and liberty, and if it become nec- 
essary either to approve them in order to be a patriot, 
or be a ** Moderate" in battling against them, then I am 
a Moderate 1 

When the statue of liberty is on the throne, insurrec- 
tion can be called into being only by the friends of roy- 
alty. By continually shouting to the people that they 
must rise; by continuing to speak to them, not the lan- 
guage of the laws, but that of the passions, arms have 
been furnished to the aristocracy. Taking the living and 
the language of sansculottism, it has cried out to the Finis- 
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tdre department: '*Yoa are unhappy; the asBignats are at a 
discount; you ought to rise en masse.'' In this way the 
exaggerations have injured the republic. We are ^' Mod- 
erates 1" But for whose profit have we shown this great 
moderation? For the profit of the emigrSsf We have 
adopted against them all the measures of rigor that were 
imposed by justice and national interest. For the profit 
of- inside conspirators? We have never ceased to call 
upon their heads the sword of the law. But I have de- 
murred against the law that threatened to proscribe the 
innocent as well as the guilty. There was endless talk of 
terrible measures, of revolutionary measures. I also was 
in ' favor of them — these terrible measures — but only against 
the enemies of the country. I did not want them to com- 
promise the safety of good citizens, for the reason that some 
unprincipled wretches were interested in their undoing. I 
wanted punishments but not proscriptions. Some men have 
appeared as if their patriotism consisted in tormenting others 
— ^in causing tears to flow I I would have wished that there 
should be none but happy people I The. Convention is the 
centre around which all citizens should rally I It may be 
that their gaze fixed upon it is not always free from fear 
and anxiety. I would have wished that it should be the 
centre of all their affections and of all their hopes. Ef- 
forts were made to accomplish the Revolution by terror. I 
should have preferred to bring it about by love. In short, 
I have not thought that, like the priests and the fierce min- 
isters of the Inquisition — who spoke of their God of Mercy 
only when they were surrounded by autos-da-fe and stakes 
—we should speak of liberty surrounded by daggers and 
executioners I 

You say we are '* Moderates!^' Ah I let thanks be of- 
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fered mt for this moderation of which we are aconsed as if 
it were a orimel If, when in this tribune thej came to 
wave the brands of discord and to outrage with the most 
insolent aadaoity the majority of the representatives 
of the people; if, when they shouted with as much fury 
as folly: ''No more truce 1 No more peace between us I" 
we had given way to the promptings of a just indignation; 
if we had accepted the counter-revolutionary challenge which 
was tendered to us — ^I declare to my accusers (and no matter 
what suspicions they create against us ; no matter what the 
calumnies with which they try to tarnish us, our names still 
remain more esteemed than theirs), that we would have seen 
coming in haste from all the provinces to combat the men of 
the second of September, men equally formidable to anarchy 
and to tyrants! And our accusers and we ourselves would 
be already consumed by the fire of civil war. Our modera^ 
tion has saved the country from this terrible scourgOi 
and by our silence we have deserved well of the Be- 
publicl 

I have not passed by, without reply, any of Bobespi- 
erre's calumnies, or of his ramblings. I come now to the 
petition denounced by Potion; but, as this petition is con- 
nected with a general scheme of mischief, allow me to treat 
of the facts from a higher point of view. 

On the tenth of March, a conspiracy broke out against 
the National Convention. I denounced it to you then. I 
named some of the leaders. I read to you the decrees taken 
in the name of the two sections, by some intriguers who had 
slipped into their midst. A pretence was made of throwing 
doubts on the facts; the existence of the decrees was con- 
sidered as uncertain. Nevertheless the facts were attested 
even by the municipality of Paris. The existence of the 
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decrees was confirmed by the sections who came to disayow 
them and to inform against the authors. 

You ordered, by a decree, that the gailty parties should 
be prosecuted before the Bevolutionary Tribunal. The crime 
ifi acknowledged. What heads have fallen ? None. What 
accomplice has even been arrested ? None. You yourselves 
have contributed to render your decree illusory. Tou have 
ordered Fournier to appear at the bar of your court. Four- 
nier admitted that he was present at the first gathering that 
took place at the Jacobins; that from there he had gone to 
the Cordeliers, the place of the general meeting; that, at 
that meeting, there was a question of proceeding to ring 
the alarm bell, to close the barriers, and to slaughter a 
number of the members of the Convention. But because 
he stated that, in the scenes in which he had participated, 
he had not been animated by evil intentions; and — as if 
to butcher a part of the. Convention had not been reputed 
as an evil — you set him at liberty by ordering that he 
should be heard later on as a witness, if it was thought 
best, before the Bevolutionary Tribunal. It is as if in 
Bome the Senate had decreed that Lentulus might be- 
come a witness in the conspiracy of Catiline 1 

This inconceivable weakness rendered powerless the 
sword of the law and taught your enemies that you were 
not to be dreaded by them. At once a new plot was 
formed which manifested itself by the constitution of this 
central committee which was to correspond with all the 
provinces. This plot was counteracted by the patriotism 
of the section du Mail, who denounced it to you; you or- 
dered before your bar the members of this central commit- 
tee; did they obey your decree? No. Who, then, are 
you? Have you ceased to be the representatives of the 
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people? Where are the new men whom they have en- 
dowed with their almighty power? So they insult your 
decree; so yon are shamefully bandied about from one 
plot to another. Pdtion has let yon into the secret of 
still another one. In the petition of the Halle-aa-BlCi 
the dissolution of the National Oonvention is being ar- 
ranged for, by accusing the majority of corruption; op- 
probrium is being poured upon them from full cups; the 
formal design is announced of changing the form of 
the government, inasmuch as they have made manifest 
that of concentrating the exercise of sovereign authority 
in the small number of men therein represented as the 
only ones worthy of public confidence. 

It is not a petition that is being submitted to your wis- 
dom. These are supreme orders that they dare dictate to 
you. You are notified that it is for the last time that the 
truth is being told you ; you are notified that you have but 
to choose between your expulsion, or bow to the law that is 
imposed on you. And on these insolent threats, on these 
burning insults, the order of the day or a simple disap- 
proval is quietly proposed to you I And now, then I how 
do you expect good citizens to stand by you, if you do not 
know how to sustain yourselves ? Citizens I were you but 
simple individuals, I could say to you: ** Are you cowards? 
Well, then; abandon yourselves to the chances of events; 
wait in your stupidity until your throats are cut or you are 
driven out.'^ But there is here no question of your per- 
sonal safety; you are the representatives of the people; the 
safety of the Bepublic is at stake; you are the depositaries of 
her liberty and of her glory. If you are dissolved, anarchy 
succeeds you, and despotism succeeds to anarchy. Any man 
conspiring against you is an ally of Austria. You are con- 
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vinced of it, as you have decreed that he shall he punished 
by death. Do you wish to be consistent? Cause your de- 
crees to be carried out, or revoke them, or order the barriers 
of France to be opened to the Austrians and decree that you 
will be the slaves of the first robber who may wish to put his 
chains upon you. 
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pnRBl JOSEPH CAMBON, the famous flnanoier of tiie frenoh Berola^ 
^ tionary period, was bom in 1764 at Montpellier. At the outbreak of the 
Bevolution he was sent to represent the Tiers £tat hi the States-General at 
YersaUletL He was elected first deputy of the Department of the Heraulfc in 
the Legislatiye Assemblj in 1791. There he was placed at the head of the 
financial oommittee. He was afterward elected first deputy for Herault to the 
CbnyentioQ in 1793. This body also honored him by placing him at the head 
qI its flnaneial eommittee. In 1793 he was made a member of the first Com- 
mittee of Public Safety. He aided in the downfall of Robespierre, and soon 
afterward returned to Montpellier. Upon the return of the Bourbons in 1816 
be was lianiilisd. He died in 18S0 at Brussels. 



THE CRISIS OP 179) 

PROM AN ADDRESS IN CONVENTION, JULY xx. 1793. REPORTING ON THI 

CONDITION OF THE REPUBLIC 

THE Oommittee of Public Safety haying <iharged me 
to apprise you of the actual condition of the Bepub- 
lio, and of the operations it has conducted, I shall 
try to acquit myself of the duty. 

You will recollect that, at the period of the establish- 
ment of the committee, the Republic was betrayed; Dumou* 
riez had disorganized the armies of the North and the 
Ardennes, and there remained but about two thousand five 
hundred men in the garrisons of that whole frontier. The 
strongholds lacked provisions and munitions to sustain a 
■iege, and this general, after having delivered to the Aus- 
trians the stores and arms for a considerable sum, would 
alio haye delivered up the fortifications without defence. 

(87) 
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You know that this general abandoned at Liege ten thon- 
Band guns and twenty-five thousand uniforms, which he 
placed in store for the benefit of our enemies, while the 
soldiers of the Bepublio were in need, and to deceive them 
as to his bent, he made this hall echo with his hypocritical 
plaints of the nakedness of the army, to the end to throw 
the blame upon this Convention. The armies of the Bhine 
and the Moselle have been obliged to retreat and to aband<Hi 
the environs of Mayence. They have sought frontier points 
and find themselves in a condition of disorganization which 
is the inevitable result of a forced retreat. The armies of 
the Alps and of Italy are tranquil since the snow in the 
mountains has separated them from the enemy. The Span- 
iards have attacked us in the direction of Bayonne and 
Perpignan. The armies of the Eastern and Western Pyre- 
nees, of which we have heard much spoken, which were, it 
was frequently said, always on the point of organizing, are 
totally destitute. They need general o£Scers, they have no 
cannon to take the field, hardly any ordnance for their 
siege guns, but little food stores, and few soldiers. The 
commissioners, Isnard, Aubry, and Despinassy, whom you 
sent to Perpignan, made you a reassuring report on the 
condition of that frontier; nevertheless the representatives 
of the people, who were there at the first invasion of the 
Spaniards, write you that it was totally abandoned; that 
the forts were nearly all dismantled; that most of the 
oannon found in the works lacked cartridges; that there 
were few if any stores, and that they were without food. 
As to our situation in the interior, fanatics having raised 
armies in La Yend^ and adjoining departments, several 
strong cities came under the power of the rebels. It is 
hoped, however, that the courage of the Bepublicans will 
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Stifle this rebellion in its birth; and since it is impossible 
to send disciplined troops there, the object may be attained 
by the levies made by requisition on the spot and some 
small bodies of veteran troopa Unfortunately, as you 
know, intrigues have weakened the public spirit in part of 
the departments; the citizens fail to show the energy neces- 
sary to combat the fanatics, who have their own form of 
energy; the bravery of the soldiers was not seconded or 
else was paralyzed by the perfidy of their chiefs; we lost 
arms, cannon, and stores, which were used against us. 
Orders were then given to bring up battalions of the 
army; they were halted in their march; the committee 
ordered arms and supplies; the administration checked 
these in their passage; thenceforward there seemed to be 
no union in any operations; it might even be said that 
each administrator seemed occupied only in the defence of 
his own position; formed his own little army, and named 
his general, so that it was impossible that any comprehen- 
sive system of defence could be followed. At the same 
time we had to defend the ports of Brest and Cherbourg. 
There were but a few scattered troops in these garrisons. 
On the coasts of Brittany, where a revolt had broken out, 
there were hardly five thousand troops, a number not suffi- 
cient even to equip the ships of the line. 

The coasts and seaports of the Republic did not present 
conditions reassuring those who hoped for their defence: 
everywhere cannon were being asked for, and calls were 
made for ammunition and men to man the redoubts. But 
little activity was displayed in fitting out the fleets of the 
Bepublic. The ports of Brest, Bochefort, and L'Orient had 
but six vessels of the line flt to put to sea, and the Mediter- 
ranean fleet was being repaired at Toulon. 
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Yon had one haisdred and seyentj representatiyes of 
the people in the departments to excite the patriotism 
of the citizens for the enlistment of three hundred thon- 
sand men, or on diverse missions of recruiting; but one 
of the subterfuges of the enemy was to calumniate and dis- 
credit them. To check the success of their operations, 
nothing was left undone to decry them, to asperse their 
authority, and to create enemies for them. Everywhere 
a word was hurled at them which has since become the 
l3tle of a party, they were called "Maratists" — a name in- 
vented by our enemies to decry the most energetic of our 
patriots. It was said that ''Maratists^' were assassins, the 
partisans of the Agrarian Laws and of royalty for the Duke 
of Orleans. T ery soon a portion of this Assembly bore the 
same reproach. In spite of all these obstacles, the recruit- 
ing of three hundred tiiousand men was a success, but your 
commissioners had to have recourse to a few revolutionary 
acts .necessitated by the resistance made by the aristocrats 
and moderates, in the endeavor to paralyze their efforts. 
Nevertheless I can say to France, without the mission of 
these commissioners, in place of the three hundred thou- 
sand men needed to defend France, you would hardly have 
had twenty thousand. Such was the condition of the Se- 
publio when the Oommittee of Public Safety was organized. 

What has your committee done? It commenced by 
having from the Executive Council a full statement of 
the means they had adopted to save the public. But *the 
Executive Council itself was paralyzed. The Minister of 
War had just been arrested, there was no force in the gov- 
ernment, several of the ministers lacked the confidence of 
the public. The administrations were nullities, inapt and 
oareless; everywhere were wanting men, arms, olothing, 
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manitions of war, and food. At last demands oame from 
all sections. Oar political relations abroad felt the torpor 
into which our government had fallen. 

Your committee felt thej must take decided measures. 
They recognized that at such a critical moment, where all 
could not be foreseen or united at the centre, the power 
should be disseminated; that commissioners were needed 
to save the Republic, excite the zeal of the citizens, impro- 
vise armies, survey their equipment, and prevent treason. 

They found that the one hundred and seventy commis* 
sioners sent into the departments depleted the Convention 
too much. They proposed to you the recall of those whose 
missions were fulfilled, or whose duties were not essentially 
important. 

The powers of your commissioners were unlimited, and 
frequently their purposes and operations crossed each other. 
The committee thought well to organize a surveillance; 
they proposed instructions which would definitely deter- 
mine the power of the representatives of the people. Here 
the malevolence which pursued all your decrees again 
sought to check the work of your new commissioners. 
Everywhere they were held up as disorganizers, ''Marat- 
ists," "proconsuls," "dictators." Nevertheless, this sur- 
veillance, which you created by the law of the thirtieth of 
April last, has saved the Republic; it has provisioned the 
army and the forts; it has given activity even to the gen- 
erals. Over three thousand deliberations have been held 

! 

I by these commissioners — not to commit arbitrary acts, bat 
to organize, arm and equip the armies, which, without their 
aid, would still be in the most extreme disorder. Since this 
organization, complaints and demands for food, dothingi 
and forage have diminished; for the representativeB of the 



OS CAMBOir 

* 

people on the spot have neglected nothing to snpply really 
preBsing demands. Oar enemies have felt this power, and, 
not wishing us to succeed in our defence, have, with the 
word ** Marat," sought to stifle the energy of the patriots. 
Your committee thought also to excite the zeal of the ad- 
ministrators to cooperate for the common defence. When 
arms were wanting efforts were made, by letter and instruc- 
tion, to create or perfect establishments for the manufacture 
of new and the repair of old guns; to equip fowling-pieces 
with bayoneto, and to use superfluous bells for the casting 
of field-pieces. They superintended the manufacture of 
gunpowder and the casting of bullets, and urged on all 
to second in eyery way the representatives of the people 
in clothing and equipping the armies, in surveying the 
defences of the seaports, forts, and coasts, and to prepare, 
as far as possible, for the formation of corps of cavalry, 
by the employment of the horses used in carriages and for 
pleasure. 
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jUI ARGUERITE ELIE GAUDET was bom near Bordeaux in 1766. 
*"* After receiving a collegiate education lie was called to the Bordeaux 
bar in 1781,and soon became eminent in his profession. From the outbreak 
of the French Revolution, he took an active part in politics, and, next to 
Vergniaud and Gensonn^^ became the most influential spokesman of the 
Girondists. In 1792 he was chosen President of the Convention. He 
voted for the execution of Louis XVI., but subsequently, with his fellow 
Girondists, fell a victim to Robespierre, and, on June 19, 1794, was 
guillotined. 



REPLY TO ROBESPIERRE 

SPEECH OF APRIL 15. 1793. DELIVERED IN THE NATIONAL CONVENTION 

CITIZENS — ^Permit me to make a single reflection. 
It comes from my soul. When we wished war, all 
France wished it with us. Robespierre alone, in 
his pride, did not wish it, because he never wishes what 
others desire. It was not a question of whether we wished 
it or not, for it was a question of self-defence. The armies 
of the enemy were already united; they were marching on 
French territory; a treaty of coalition between two powers 
having no other object than the destruction of French 
liberty had been made, and the emigrants had united their 
forces in its support. "Should we permit ourselves to be 
subjugated ?" The De Lessarts of the time counselled you ; 
the Durosoys counselled also. De Lessart said: "Tempo- 
rize; the enemy are not yet ready." Hence I discover a 
new resemblance between Robespierre and our mutual 
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friends. The war was desired; we must have it of neces- 
sity; it was forced on us at the risk of being subjugated; 
it was wanted by the nation as the nation had wanted the 
Republic. How does it happen then that now, because of 
reverses which they themselves prepared, they calumniate 
a measure to which I gave no active assistance, except in 
expressing an opinion in the Legislative Assembly — an 
opinion I wrote and did not pronounce because the As- 
sembly adopted the measure with enthusiasm and without 
discussion. How comes it, then, that we are reproached 
with the declaration' of war? Citizens, they reproach us 
after they have drawn reverses on us, as if, following their 
hopes, never to be realized I trust, the Republic should 
perish and they should expose us for having wished the 
Republic. "But as for the war, Lafayette wished it in 
order to act as general! and we were in communication 
with him!" This is what they say of us! Let me here 
disclose a fact that Robespierre knew perfectly weU, for 
it is attested by men Robespierre knew well — ^whom he 
certainly will not suspect — if it can be that there is any 
one whom Robespierje is able not to suspect! 

The source of the greatest part of the calumnies directed 
against us is our pretended communication with Lafayette. 
We have had I know not what sort of a story of a dinner 
with' Lafayette, with consequence after consequence attrib- 
uted to it, until we arrive finally at the charge of treason. 
This, citizens, is what it is. One of our colleagues in the 
National Assembly, who is now suffering for liberty — I 
will say nothing imfavorable of him, and I am far from 
suspecting him in any way; as I do not think he could 
be so suspected unless by a diabolical malevolence — Whence 
I shall say simply — one of our colleagues in the Assembly, 
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Lamarque, invited us, Ducos, Grangeneuve, and myself, 
to dine with him. Several other deputies dropped in. 
After the dinner we went into the apartment of a friend 
of our host, who lived on the same floor with him. When 
Lafayette was announced, then, as if by instinct, and with- 
out having communicated with each other — ^for Lafayette 
had been judged by us long before — Grangeneuve, Ducos, 
and I, without saluting any one, took our hats and canes 
and went away. This casual meeting at which I had seen 
Lafayette was distorted by the Jacobins into a veritable 
^^exchange of intelligence" with him, and as we disdained 
to reply to these ;^elping8, the reports acquired some con- 
sistence. Let us pass over a few instances and hasten to 
the proofs! You accuse us of having had communication 
with Lafayette. But where did you hide yourselves the 
day we saw him in the splendor of his power proceed from 
the palace of the Tuileries even to this bar, in the midst 
of acclamations which made themselves heard on this floor 
as if to intimidate the representatives of the people I I — I 
alone, ascended the tribune ; I accused him, not furtively as 
you did, Robespierre, but publicly. He was there; I ac- 
cused him. The motion which I made was put to a vote, 
in which the patriots did not have the victory. These are 
the facts! And yet, everlasting calumniator! with what 
have you opposed me if not with your habitual dreamings 
and insulting conjectures ? 

This is no doubt sufficient! I have put before you my 
political career. It is not in the dark nor in cellars you 
have seen me work for liberty. It would have been suffi- 
ciently easy to accuse me on the evidence, could they have 
obtained evidence; and their impotence in finding proofs 
after their long meditation on this great 'Reason" proves 
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that none existed. Yet with what audacity did they say: 
^^This is a chain with the first link in London and the last 
at Paris, and this link is golden!" Thus we have been 
accused of having been corrupted, of having sold ourselves 
to England, of having received gold from Pitt for the be- 
trayal of our country! Well, where are, then, these treas- 
ures? Come! You, who would accuse me, come to my 
home! Come and see my wife and children eating the 
bread of poverty! Come and see the honorable mediocrity 
in which we live! Visit me in my department; see if my 
sparse acres have increased ; see me arrive at the Assembly ! 
Am I drawn by superb horses ? Infamous calumniator ! I 
am corrupted! Where are my treasures? Ask of those 
who have known me; ask if I was ever accessible to cor- 
ruption! Find the weak whom I have oppressed! Where 
are the powerful whom I have not attacked ? Where is the 
friend that I have ever betrayed? Ah! citizens, why can- 
not each one of us unroll his whole life! Then would we 
know whom to esteem, and whom to execrate; for those 
who have always been good fathers, good husbands, good 
friends, will always surely be good citizens. Public virtues 
are made up of private virtues; and I feel how much we 
should be on guard against those who speak of ^^Sans 
Culottes" to the people, while they themselves live in in- 
solent ostentation. I feel that we must be on guard against 
those men who vaunt themselves as patriots par excellence, 
and yet could not stand an investigation on one — ^not on a 
single one — of their actions in private life ! 

Perhaps I have devoted time enough to a role to which 
my conscience is unaccustomed. It is time to pass on to 
the part my duty obliges me to assume. "A chain," you 
sfty, "extending from London to Paris !" I believe it ! "It 
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is a dialn of corruption!" I still believe it And without 
it, would we have here, even here, these same people, ap- 
plauding your movements, guiding themselves by your 
wishes? Yes, I understand it I — ^Pitt or some other crim- 
inal coalition works against us by intrigue. But supposing 
that some one were here to accomplish his ends, the de- 
struction of the Eepublic and of liberty, what would such 
a one do? He would have commenced by depraving the 
public morality, that the citizens might be in his hands 
what they formerly were, what they still are in some sec- 
tions in the hands of the priests: he would have brought 
the !N'ational Assembly into disrepute and contempt; he 
would have robbed it of public confidence; he would have 
sown in the Eepublic, and especially in the city where the 
Convention sat, the love of pillage, the love of murder! 
He would have made audible the voice of blood ! 
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essay. In 1789 he was elected fifth deputy of the Tiers £tat of Artois to tbs 
States-General. In this body he at once became leader of the Extreme Left 
After the death of Mirabeau, m 1791, the way was left dear for the influenoa 
of Robespierre. The fiight of the king on the 21st of June of that year, and 
his arrest at Yarennes, excited Robespierre's suspicions, and made him declare 
himself at the Jacobin Club to be neither Monarchist nor Republican. On the 
80th of September, on the dissolution of the Constituent Assembly, the people 
of Paris crowned him as one of the two incorruptible patriots. Owing to his 
opposition td the war with Austria, the Girondins attacked him so violently that 
in April, 1792, he resigned the post of Public Prosecutor at the Tribunal of 
Paris, and started a journal, "Le D^fenseur de la Constitution," for his own 
protection. On the 16th of August, he presented a petition of the Commune id 
Paris to the Legislative Assembly, demanding the establishment of a revolu- 
tionary tribunal. Toward the end of September he was elected first deputy lor 
Paris to the National Convention. His speech in December on the question of 
the king's trial is thought to have decided the latter's fate. On the 27th of 
July, 1793, Robespierre was elected a member of the Committee of Publle 
Safety. He then may be said to have become one of the actual rulers of 
France. The enemies of Danton, Camille Desmoulins and their friends hav- 
ing won over Robespierre, the former were on the 30th of March arrested, and 
on the 6th of the following April guillotined. Thereafter Robespierre began to 
develop a policy distinct from that of his colleagues in the great Committee, a 
divergence which ended in his downfall. He used his influence over the Jacobin 
Olub to dominate the Commune of Paris, and attempted to monopolize the infln- 
«noe of the Committee of Public Safety over the army. In Paris he increased 
the pressure of the Terror to such an extent, that between the 12th of June 
and the 28th of July, the day of his death, no less than 1,286 victims perished 
by the guillotine. 

(98) 
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AQAINST CAPITAL PUNISHMENT 

B6UVBRBD IN THE CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY. MAY ys iffi 

THE news having been brought to Athens that Athe- 
nian citizens had been sentenced to death in the 
town of Argos, the people hastened to the temples 
to implore the gods to divert the Athenians from thoughts 
80 cruel and so baleful. I come to urge, not the gods, but 
the legislators, who should be the organ and the interpreters 
of the eternal laws the Divinity has dictated to meu, to 
strike from the French code the laws of blood, which com- 
mand judicial murder — which are repugnant to their habits 
and their new Constitution. I will prove to them: First, 
that the death penalty is essentially unjust; secondly, that 
it is not the most repressive of punishments, and that it 
increases crimes much more than it prevents them. 

Outside of civil society, let an inveterate enemy attempt 
to take my life, or, twenty times repulsed, let him again 
return to devastate the field my hands have cultivated. 
Inasmuch as I can only oppose my individual strength to 
his, I must perish or I must kill him, and the law of natu- 
ral defence justifies and approves me. But in society, when 
the strength of all is armed against one single individual| 
what principle of justice can authorize it to put him to 
death? What necessity can there be to absolve it? A 
conqueror who causes the death of his captive enemies is 
called a barbarian I A man who causes a child that he can 
disarm and punish, to be strangled, appears to us a mon- 
Bterl A prisoner that society convicts is at the utmost to 
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that society but a vanquished, powerless, and hannless 
enemy. Ue is before it weaker than a child before a full- 
grown man. 

Therefore, in the eyes of truth and justice, these death 
scenes which it orders with so much preparation are but 
cowardly assassinations — solemn crimes committed, not by 
individuals, but by entire nations, with due legal forms. 
However cruel, however extravagant these laws may be, be 
not astonished. They are the handiwork of a few tyrants; 
they are the chains with which they load down humankind; 
they are the arms with which they subjugate them I They 
were written in blood I *'lt is not permitted to put to death 
a Boman citizens—this was the law that the people had 
adopted; but Sylla conquered and said: ''AH those who 
have borne arms against me deserve death." Octavius, and 
the companions of his misdeeds, confirmed this law. 

Under Tiberius, to have praised Brutus was a crime 
worthy of death. Caligula sentenced to death those who 
were sacrilegious enough to undress before the image of 
the emperor. When tyranny had invented the crimes of 
Idse-majest^ (which might be either trivial acts or heroic 
deeds), he who should have dared to think that they could 
merit a lighter penalty than death would himself have been 
held guilty of Idse-majest^. 

When fanaticism, bom of the monstrous union of igno- 
rance and despotism, in its tarn invented the crimes d 
Idse-majest^ against God — when it thought, in its frenzy, 
to avenge God himself — was it not obliged to offer him 
blood and to place him on the level of the monsters who 
called themselves his images? The death penalty is neces* 
sary, say the partisans of antiquated and barbarous routinel 
Without it there is no restraint strong enough against orimOi 
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Vrho has told yoa so? Have you reckoned with all the 
springs through which penal laws can act apon human 
sensibility? Alas I before death how much physical and 
moral suifering cannot man endure 1 

The wish to live gives way to pride, the most imperious 
of all the passions which dominate the heart of man. The 
most terrible punishment for social man is opprobrium; it 
is the overwhelming evidence of public execration. When 
the legislator can strike the citizens in so many places and 
in so many ways, how can he believe himself reduced to 
employ the death penalty ? Punishments are not made 
to torture the guilty, but to prevent crime from fear of 
incurring them. 

The legislator who prefers death and atrocious punish- 
ments to the mildest means within his power outrages 
public delicacy, and deadens the moral sentiment of the 
people he governs, in a way similar to that in which an 
awkward teacher brutalizes and degrades the mind of his 
pupil by the frequency of cruel chastisements. In the end, 
he wears and weakens the springs of government, in trying 
to bend them with greater force. 

The legislator who establishes such a penalty renounces 
the wholesome principle that the most efficacious method of 
repressing crimes is to adapt the punishments to the charac- 
ter of the various passions which produce them, and to pun- 
ish them, so to speak, by their own selves. He confounds 
all ideas, he disturbs all connections, and opposes openly 
the object of all penal laws. 

The penalty of death is necessary, you say ? If such is 
the case, why have several nations been able to do without 
it? By what fatality have these nations been the wisest, 
the happiest, and the freest? If the death penalty is the 
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proper way to prevent great crimes, it must then be that 
they were rarer with these people who have adopted and 
extended it. Now, the contrary is exactly the case. See 
Japan; nowhere are the death penalty and extreme punish- 
ments so frequent; nowhere are crimes so frequent and 
atrocious. It is as if the Japanese tried to dispute in fe- 
rocity the barbarous laws which outrage and irritate them. 
The republics of Greece, where punishments were moderatCi 
where the death penalty was either very rare or absolutely 
unknown — did they produce more crimes or less virtues 
than the countries governed by the laws of blood? Do 
you believe that Bome was more disgraced by heinous 
crimes when, in the days of her glory, the Porcian law 
had abolished the severe punishments applied by the kings 
and by the decemvirs, than she was under Sylla who had 
revived them, and under the emperors who exerted their 
rigor to a degree in keeping with their infamous tyranny ? 
Has Bussia suffered any upheaval since the despot who 
governs her suppressed entirely the death penalty, as if 
he wished to expiate by that act of humanity and philoso- 
phy the crime of keeping millions of men under the yoke 
of absolute power? 

Listen to the voice of justice and of -reason; it cries to us 
that human judgments are never certain enough to warrant 
society in giving death to a man convicted by other men 
liable to error. Had you imagined the most perfect judicial 
system; had you found the most upright and enlightened 
judges, there will always remain some room for error or 
prejudice. Why interdict to yourselves the means of repa- 
ration? Why condemn yourself to powerlessness to help 
oppressed innocence ? What good can come of the sterile 
regretSi these illusory reparations you grant to a vain shade. 
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to insencdble ashes ? They are the sad testimonials of tli0 
barbarous temerity of your penal laws. To rob the man of 
the possibility of expiating his crime by his repentance or 
by acts of virtue; to close to him without mercy every 
return toward a proper life, and his own esteem; to hasten 
his descent, as it were, into the grave still covered with the 
recent blotch of his crime, is in my eyes the most horrible 
refinement of cruelty. 

The first duty of the lawmaker is to form and to con- 
serve public morals, as the source of all liberty, the source 
of all social happiness. When, to attain some special aim, 
he loses sight of this general and essential object, he com- 
mits the grossest and most fatal of errors. Therefore the 
laws must ever present to the people the purest model of 
justice and of reason. If, in lieu of this puissant severity, 
of this moderate calmness which should characterize themi 
they replace it by anger and vengeance; if they cause hu- 
man blood to flow which they can prevent — ^which they 
have no right to spill; if they ei^hibit to the eyes of the 
people cruel scenes and corpses bruised by tortures — then 
they change in the hearts of the citizens all ideas of the just 
and of the unjust; they cause to germinate in the bosom ot 
society ferocious prejudices which in their turn again pro- 
duce others. Man is no longer for man an object so sacred 
as before. One has a lower idea of his dignity when public 
authority makes light of his life. The idea of the murder 
fills us with less horror when the law itself sets the example 
and provides the spectacle; the horror of the crime dimin- 
ishes from the time law no longer punishes it except by 
another crime. Have a care not to confound the efficacy 
of punishment with excess of severity; the one is abso- 
lutely opposed to the other. Everything favors moderate 
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laws; everything conspires against cruel laws. It has been 
remarked that in free countries crimes are of rarer occurs 
rence and the penal' laws lighter ; all ideas are linked to- 
gether. Free countries are those in which the rights of 
man are respected, and where, consequently, the laws are 
just. Where they offend humanity by an excess of rigor, 
it is proof that there the dignity of man is not known and 
that the dignity of the citizen does not exist. It is a proof 
that the legislator is but a master who commands slaves and 
punishes them mercilessly according to his whim. 
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*V OOD DID NOT EXIST, IT WOULD BE NECESSARY 

TO INVENT HIM" 

niOM A SPEECH AT THE JMX>B1N CLUB. NOVEMBER m, ifgf 

LET men, animated by pure zeal, lay on the altar of 
their country the nseleflB and pompous monuments 
of superstition. Let others renounce such ceremo* 
nieS| and adopt on all matters the opinion which seems to 
them most conformable with true reason. Philosophy can 
only applaud their conduct. But by what title does hypoc- 
risy come here to mingle with that of civism and virtue? 
What right have men, hitherto unknown in the BevolutioQi 
to come into the midst of you, to seek in passing events 
false popularity, to hurry on patriots to fatal measures, and 
to throw among them the seeds of trouble and discord ? By 
what right do they disturb the existing worship in the name 
of liberty, and attack fanaticism by fanaticism of another 
kind 7 By what right will they degrade the solemn homage 
rendered to truth into an eternal and ridiculous farce ? One 
would suppose the Convention had proscribed the Oatholio 
faith; it has done no such thing. It has, on the contrary, 
by a solemn decree, established the liberty of worship. It 
will alike proscribe the ministers of religion who disturb 
and protect those who respect the public peace. It is the 
Royalist, not the Catholic, priesthood whom it has with jus- 
tice persecuted. We have heard of priests being denounced 
for having said Mass; they will only say it the more for 
being disturbed: whoso would prevent them is a greater 
fanatic than he who says the Mass. There are men who 
would go further; who, under the guise of destroying su- 
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peratifdoni would establish atheism itself. Every philoso- 
pher, every individual, is at liberty to adopt whatever opin- 
ion he pleases, but the legislator would be a thousand times 
blamable who adopted such a system. The Convention ab- 
hors all such attempts; it is no maker of metaphysical theo- 
ries: it is a popular body, whose mission is to cause, not 
only the rights, but the character, of the French people to 
be respected. Not in vain has it proclaimed the rights 
of man in the presence of the Supreme Being. 

They will say, perhaps, that I am prejudiced, that I am 
a man of narrow mind, that I am a fanatic. I have already 
said that 1 do not here speak as an individual, nor as a 
systematic philosopher, but a representative of the people. 
Atheism is aristocratic. The idea of a Supreme Being, who 
watches over oppressed innocence, and punishes triumphant 
crime, is altogether popular. The people, the unfortunate, 
will always applaud me; I shall find detractors only among 
the rich and the guilty. 1 have from my youth upward 
been but an indifferent Catholic, but I have never been a 
cold friend, or a faithless defender of humanity. I am even 
more strongly attached to moral than political truth. If 
Ood did not exist, it would be necessary to invent him. 
I speak here in a tribtine where the impudent Guadet dared 
to accuse me of having pronounced the word '^ Providence," 
as if that were a crime. And when ? When my heart was 
ulcerated with all the crimes of which we were the witnesses 
and the victims — when shedding bitter, powerless tears on 
the misery of the people, eternally betrayed, eternally op- 
pressed, I endeavored to raise myself above the crowd of 
impure conspirators who environed me, and invoked against 
them celestial vengeance, in default of the thunder of the 
people! And if ever tyranny should reappear among us. 
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where iu the energetio and yirtuous Bool thai would not 
appeal in secret to that eternal justice which seems to have 
been written in all hearts? It seems to me that the last 
martyr of liberty would exhale his soul with a more tender 
sentiment, relying on that consoling idea. This sentiment 
IB the sentiment of Europe, of the Universe; it is that of 
the French people. The people is not attached, either to 
priests, or to superstition; it is only attached to the idea 
of an incomprehensible power, the terror of crime, the sup* 
port of virtue, to whom it is pleased to render those hom- 
ages which are due to it, and which are so many anathe* 
mas against injustice and triumphant crimel 
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PaOM AN ADDRESS TO THE CONVBNTION. FEBRUARY s. m$ 

9 

AFTBB having marched for a long time at hasard, 
and, as it were, carried away by the movement of 
contrary factions, the representatives of the people 
have at last formed a government. A sudden change in 
the nation^s fortune announced to Europe the regeneration 
which had been operated in the national representation; 
but up to this moment we must admif that we have been 
rather guided in these stormy circumstances by the love of 
good, and by a sense of the country's wants, than by any 
«zact theory or precise rules of conduct. 

It is time to distinguish clearly the aim of the Bevolu* 
tion and the term to which we would arrive. It is time for 
BB to render account to ourselves, both of the obstacles 
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which Btill keep 110 from that aim, and of the meana whioh 
we ought to take to attain it 

What is the aim to which we tend? 

The peaceful enjoyment of liberty and equality; the 
reign of that eternal jnsticey of which the laws hare been 
engraved, not npon marble, bat npon the hearts of all 
mankind — even in the hearts of the slaves who forget them, 
or of the tyrants who have denied them I We desire a state 
of things, wherein all base and cruel passions shall be en- 
•hained, all generous and beneficent passions awakened by 
the laws; wherein ambition should be the desire of glory, 
and glory the desire of serving the country; wherein dis* 
tinctions should arise but from equality itself; wherein the 
•itizen should submit to the magistrate, the magistrate to 
the people, and the people to justice; wherein the country 
assures the welfare of every individual; wherein every 
individual enjoys with pride the prosperity and the glory 
of his country ; wherein all minds are enlarged by the con* 
tinual communication of republican sentiments, and by the 
desire of meriting the esteem of a great people; wherein 
arts should be the decorations of that liberty which they 
ennoble, and commerce the source of public wealth, and 
not the monstrous opulence of some few houses. We desire 
to substitute morality for egotism, probity for honor, prin- 
ciples for usages, duties for functions, the empire of reason 
for the tyranny of fashions, the scorn of vice for the scorn 
of misfortune, pride for insolence, greatness of soul for 
vanity, the love of glory for the love of money, good citi- 
Bens for good society, merit for intrigue, genius for clever- 
ness, truth for splendor, the charm of happiness for the 
ennui of voluptuousness, the grandeur of man for the petti- 
ness of the great, a magnanimous people, powerf ul« ^WJ* 
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for a peojde amiable, friyolons, and miserable; that is to 
say, all the virtues and all the miracles of a republio for 
all the vices and all the follies of a monarchy. 

What is the nature of the government which can 
realize these prodigies? The democratic or republican 
government. 

Democracy is that state in which the people, guided by 
laws which are its own work, executes for itself all that it 
can well do, and, by its delegates, all that it cannot do 
itself. But to found and consolidate democracy, we must 
first end the war of liberty against tyranny, and traverse 
the storm of the Bevolution. Such is the aim of the revo- 
lutionary system which you have organized; you ought, 
theref<»re, to regulate your conduct by the ciroumstanoes in 
which the Republic finds itself; and the plan of your ad- 
ministration ought to be the result of the spirit of revolu- 
tionary government, combined with the general principles 
of democracy. 

The great purity of the French Bevolution, the sub- 
limity even of its object, is precisely that which makes 
our force and our weakness. Our force, because it gives 
us the ascendency of truth over imposture, and the rights 
of public interest over private interest. Our weakness, be* 
cause it rallies against us all the vicious; all those who in 
their hearts meditate the robbery of the people ; all those who, 
having robbed them, seek impunity; all those who have 
rejected liberty as a personal calamity ; and those who have 
embraced the Bevolution as a trade, and the Bepublic aa 
a prey. Hence the defection of so many ambitious meUi 
who have abandoned us on our route, because they did not 
commence the journey to arrive at the same object as we 
did.^ We must crush both the interior and exterior enemies 
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of the Bepablic, or perish with her. And in this sitoation, 
the first maxim of your policy should be to conduct the 
people by reason and the enemies of the people by terror. 
If the spring of popular government during peace is virtue, 
the spring of popular government in rebellion is at onee 
both virtue and terror; virtue, without which terror is fatal 1 
terror, without which virtue is powerless I Terror is noth- 
ing else than justice, prompt, secure, and inflexible 1 It is^ 
therefore, an emanation of virtue; it is less a particular 
principle than a consequence of the general principles of 
democracy, applied to the most urgent wants of the country. 
It has been said that terror is the instrument of a des* 
potic government. Does yours then resemble despotism? 
Yes, as the sword which glitters in the hand of a hero of 
liberty resembles that with which the satellites of tyranny 
are armed I The government of a revolution is the despot- 
ism of liberty against tyranny. Is force, then, only made 
to protect crime? Is it not also made to strike those 
haughty heads which the lightning has doomed ? Nature 
has imposed upon every being the law of self-preservation. 
Crime massacres innocence to reign, and innocence strug* 
gles with all its force in the hands of crime. . Let tyranny 
but reign one day, and on the morrow there would not 
remain a single patriot. Until when will the fury of 
tyranny continue to be called justice, and the justice of 
the people barbarity and rebellion ? How tender they are 
to oppressors — how inexorable to the oppressed! Never- 
theless, it is necessary that one or the other should suo- 
cumb. Indulgence for the BoyalistI exclaimed certain 
people. Pardon for wretches I No! Pardon for inno- 
oence, pardon for the weak, pardon for the unhappy, 
pardon for humanity I 
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MORAL IDEAS AND REPUBLICAN PRINCIPLES 

FROM AN ADDRESS READ TO THE COMMITTEE OF PUBLIC SAFETY. MAY y. iim 

CITIZENS— Every doctrine which conBoles and ele- 
yateBthe mind ought to be received; reject all those 
which tend to degrade it and corrupt it. Beanimate 
—ezali— every generous sentiment and those great moral 
truths which some have attempted to extinguish. Who 
has commissioned thee to announce to the people that the 
Divinity exists not, O thou who art impassioned for this 
arid doctrine, and who hast no passion for thy country? 
What advantage is there in persuading man that a bUnd 
force preeides over his destiny, and strikes at hazard both 
crime and virtue? that his soul is but a breath, which is 
dissipated at the portal of the tomb? 

Will the idea of. his annihilation inspire him with purer 
or more elevated sentiments than that of his immortality ? 
Will it inspire him with greater respect for mankind or for 
himself; more devotion for his country; more boldness 
against tyranny; or more contempt for death? You who 
regret a virtuous friend, you love to think that his soul 
has escaped death I You who weep over the coffin of a son 
or of a wife, are you consoled by him who tells you that 
nothing mofe remains of them than the vile dust? Ye 
unfortunate who perish by the blade of an assassin — ^your 
last sigh is an appeal to eternal justice. Innocence upon 
the scaffold makes the tyrant in his triumphal chariot turn 
pale. Would it have this power if the grave levelled the 
qpprospof and the oppressed? The more sensibility and 
genius a man has, the more he attaches himiself to ideas 
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which elevate him; and the doctrine of such men becomes 
that of the world. 

The idea of the Supreme Being and of the immortality 
of the soul is a continual appeal to pstice: this idea is 
then social and republican. 1 know of no legislator who 
ever attempted to nationalize atheism. 1 know that the 
wisest among them have mingled some fiction with truth, 
to strike the imaginations of the ignorant, or to attach them 
more firmly to their institutions. Lycurgus and Solon had 
recourse to the authority of oracles, and Socrates himself, 
to accredit truth among his fellow-citizens, was obliged to 
persuade them that he was inspired by a familiar demon. 

You will not thence conclude that it is necessary to 
deceive men to instruct them, but only that you are forta« 
nate in living in an age and in a country whose enlighten* 
ment leaves us no other task to fulfil than to recall men 
to nature and to truth. 

Be very cautious not to sever the sacred bond which 
unites men to the Author of their being. 

And what has been substituted in place of what has 
been destroyed? Nothing — if it be not chaos and vio* 
lence. They despised the people too much to take the 
trouble of persuading them; in lieu of enlightening them, 
they desired only to irritate and deprave them. 

If the principles which I have developed so far am 
errors, I err, at least, with all whom the world reveres. 
Let us learn the lessons of history. Bemark how men who 
have influenced the destiny of states were determined 
toward one or the other of two opposite systems by their 
personal character, and even by the nature of their political 
views. See with what profound art Oassar, pleading in tte 
Soman Senate in favor of the aocomplioet of CatiliMi 
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wanders into a digression against the dogma of* the immor- 
tality of the soul; so much did these ideas appear to him 
calculated to extinguish in the hearts of the judges the 
energy of virtue; so closely did the cause of vice appear 
to him allied to atheism. Cicero, on the contrary, invoked 
against traitors both the sword of the law and the thunder 
of the gods. Socrates, when dying, conversed with his 
friends on the immortality of the soul. Leonidas, at Ther- 
mopylsB, supping with his companions in arms on the eve 
of one of the most heroic designs that human virtue ever 
conceived, invited them on the morrow to a banquet in 
another world. There is some distance between Socrates 
and Chaumette, between Leonidas and P^re Duchdnel 

A great man, a veritable hero, esteems himself too 
highly to delight in the idea of his annihilation. A 
wretch, contemptible in his own eyes, horrible in those 
of others, feels that nature cannot bestow upon him a 
better gift than annihilation. 

A sect propagated with great zeal the materialism which 
prevailed among the nobles and the beatix eaprits ; to it is 
owing, in great part, that practical philosophy which, re- 
ducing egotism to a system, regards human society as a 
war of cunning, success as the rule of the just and of the 
unjust, honesty as an affair of taste and convenience, and 
the world as the patrimony of adroit rogues. Among 
those who, at the time of which I speak, signalized 
themselves in the career of letters and of philosophy, 
one man, Bousseau, by the elevation of his mind and the 
grandeur of his character, showed himself worthy of being 
the preceptor of the human race. He openly attacked tyr-_ 
anny. He spoke with the enthusiasm of the Divinity; his 
masculine and virtuous eloquence painted in glowing colois 
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the charms of virtue; it defended those consolatory dogmas 
with which reason supports the human heart. The purity 
of his doctrine, drawn from nature, and in profound hatred 
of vice, no less than his invincible contempt for the intrigu- 
ing sophists who usurped the name of philosophers, drew 
upon him the hatred and persecution of his rivals and of 
his false friends. Ah, if he had witnessed this Bevolu- 
tion, of which he was the precursor, and which has carried 
him to the Pantheon, who can doubt that his generous 
soul would have embraced with transport the cause of 
justice and equality? But what have his cowardly ad- 
versaries done for it? They have fought against the 
Be volution from the moment they feared that it would 
raise the people above them. 

The traitor Gaudet denounced a citizen for having pro- 
nounced the name of Providence! We heard, some time 
afterward, Hebert accuse another for having written against 
atheism I Was it not Yergniaud and Gensonn^, who, in 
your presence, wished to banish from the preamble of the 
Constitution the name of the Supreme Being, which you 
had placed therein ? Danton, who smiled with pity at the 
words of virtue, glory, and posterity; Danton, whose sys- 
tem was to debase all that could elevate the mind; Dan- 
ton, who was cold and dumb during the greatest dangers 
of liberty, supported them. Fanatics, hope nothing from 
us I To recall men to the pure worship of the Supreme 
Being is to give a mortal blow to fanaticism. All fiction 
disappears before truth, and every folly falls before reason. 
Without constraint, without persecution, every sect ought 
to amalgamate itself with the universal religion of nature. 
Ambitious priests, do not expect, then, that we shall re* 
establish your empire I Such an enterprise would be OTen 
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above our power. Too have destroyed yotiraelves. And, 
besides, what is there in commop between the priests and 
God ? How different is the God of nature from the God 
of priests? I know of nothing so resembling atheism aa 
the religions they have made. They have so disfigured 
the Supreme Being that they have done their best to de- 
stroy the idea; they have made him sometimes a globe of 
fire, sometimes an ox, sometimes a tree, sometimes a man, 
and sometimes a king. Priests created a God in their own 
image — they made him jealous, capricious, covetous, cruel, 
and implacable. They have treated him as the mayors of 
the palace treated the descendants of Clovis, to reign in his 
name, and to put themselves in his place; they have exiled 
him to heaven, and have only called him upon earth, to 
serve him in their demand for wealth, honors, pleasures, 
and power. The true priest of the Supreme Being is nature; 
his temple the universe; his religion virtue; his fdtes the 
joy of a great people assembled under his eyes, to draw 
closer the sweet bonds of universal fraternity, and to 
present to him the homage of pure and sensitive hearts. 

Let us leave the priests and return to the Divinity. 
Let us establish morality upon an eternal and sacred 
basis; let us inspire in man that religious respect for 
man — that profound sentiment of his duties, which is 
the sole guarantee of social happiness. 

Woe on him who seeks to extinguish this sublime en- 
thusiasm and to stifie by desolating doctrines this moral 
instinct of the people, which is the principle of all great 
actions I It belongs to you, representatives of the people, 
to cause the truths we have developed to triumph. Brave 
the wild clamor of presumptuous ignorance, of hypocritical 
perveimty I Will posterity believe that the vanquished £ao« 
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tions carried their audacity so far as to accuse us of modera- 
tion and of aristocracy because we recalled the ideas of tha 
Divinity and morality ? Will it belie v^e that in this hall it 
was said that we had thus thrown human reason back sev- 
eral centuries 7 Let us not be surprised if all the wretches 
combined against us prepare hemlock for us; but before we 
drink it, let us save the country. The vessel which bears 
the fortune of the Republic is not destined to be wrecked; 
she sails under your auspices, and the storm itself will be 
compelled to respect her. 

The enemies of the Bepublic are all corrupt men. The 
patriot is in every sense an honest and magnanimous man. 
It is little to annihilate kings; we must make every nation 
respect the character of the French people. It is useless to 
bear to the end of the universe the renown of our arms, if 
every passion tears with impunity the bosom of our own 
country. Let us beware of the intoxication of success I 
Let us be terrible in reverses, modest in triumph, and let 
us secure peace and happiness by wisdom and morality. 
That is the true aim of our labors — that our heroic and 
difficult task. We believe we shall achieve this aim by 
proposing the following decree: 

Article First. — The French people reoognize the exist- 
ence of the Supreme Being, and the immortality of the soul. 

Ariiole Second. — They acknowledge that the worship 
worthy of the Supreme Being is one of the duties of man. 



B0BX8PIERRB IX7 



DEMANDING THE KING'S DEATH 

ADDRESS DELIVERED IN CONVENTION. DECEMBER 3, 

WHAT is the condaot prescribed by sound policy to 
cement the Republic? It is to engrave deeply 
into all hearts a contempt for royalty, and to 
strike terror into the partisans of the king. To place his 
crime before the world as a problem, his cause as the ob- 
ject of the most imposing discussion that ever existed, to 
place an immeasurable space between the memory of what 
he was and the title of a citizen, is the very way to make 
him most dangerous to liberty. Louis XYI. was the king, 
and the Republic is established. The question is solved 
by this single fact. Louis is dethroned by his crimes, he 
conspired f^ainst the Bepublic; either he is condemned or 
the Bepublic is not acquitted. To propose the trial of 
Louis XYI. is to question the Revolution. If he may 
be tried, he may be acquitted; if he may be acquitted, 
he may be innocent. But, if he be innocent, what be- 
comes of the Bevolution? If he be innocent, what are 
we but his calumniators? The coalition is just; his im- 
prisonment is a crime; all the patriots are guilty; and the 
great cause which for so many centuries has been debated 
between crime and virtue, between liberty and tyranny, is 
finally decided in favor of crime and despotism 1 

Citiisens, beware 1 you are misled by false notions. The 
majestic movements of a great people, the sublime impulses 
of virtue present themselves as the eruption of a volcanoi 
and as the overUirow of political society. When a natioa 

Vol. III.— t 6— OrationB 



lis DEMANDING THE KINO'S DEATH 

is forced to recur to the right of insurrection, it returns to 
its original state. How can the tyrant appeal to the social 
compact? He has destroyed itl What laws replace it? 
Those of nature: the people's safety. The right to pun- 
ish the tyrant or to dethrone him is the same thing. In- 
surrection is the trial of the tyrant — his sentence is his fall 
from power; his punishment is exacted by the liberty of the 
people. The people dart their thunderbolts, that is, their 
sentence; they do not condemn kings, they suppress them 
— ^thrust them back again into nothingness. In what re- 
public was the right of punishing a tyrant ever deemed a 
question? Was Tarquin tried? What would have been 
said in Bome if any one had undertaken his defence ? Yet 
we demand advocates for Louis! They hope to gain the 
cause; otherwise we are only acting an absurd farce in 
the face of Europe. And we dare to talk of a republic I 
Ah! we are so pitiful for oppressors because we are piti- 
less toward the oppressed! 

Two months since, and who would have imagined there 
could be a question here of the inviolability of kings ? Yet 
to-day a member of the National Convention, Citizen Po- 
tion, brings the question before you as though it were one 
for serious deliberation I O crime! O shame! The tribune 
of the French people has echoed the panegyric of Louis 
XYI. Louis combats us from the depths of his prison, 
and you ask if he be guilty, and if ^he may be treated as 
an enemy. Will you allow the Constitution to be invoked 
in his favor? If so, the Constitution condemns you; it for- 
bids you to overturn it. Go, then, to the feet of the tyrant 
and implore his pardon and clemency. 

But there is another difficulty — ^to what punishment shall 
we condemn him ? The punishment of death is too cruel| 
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says one. No, says another, life is more cruel still, and we 
must condemn him to live. Advocates, is it from pity or 
from craelty you wish to annul the punishment of crimes ? 
For myself I abhor the penalty of death ; I neither love nor 
hate Louis; I hate nothing but his crimes. I demanded the 
abolition of capital punishment in the Constituent Assem- 
bly, and it is not my fault if the first principles of reason 
have appeared moral and judicial heresies. But you who 
never thought this mercy should be exercised in favor of 
those whose offences are pardonable, by what fatality are 
you reminded of your humanity to plead the cause of the 
greatest of criminals ? Tou ask an exception from the pun- 
ishment of death for him who alone could render it legiti- 
mate! A dethroned king in the very heart of a republic 
not yet cemented I A king whose very name draws foreign 
wars on the nation 1 Neither prison nor exile can make his 
an innocent existence. It is with regret I pronounce the 
fatal truth! Louis must perish rather than a hundred 
thousand virtuous citizens! Louis must perish because 
our country must live I 



AT THE FESTIVAL OP THE SUPREME BEING 

DELIVERED IN PARIS AT THE ''FESTIVAL OF THE SUPREME BEING/' JUNE 8. I7f4 

FRENCHMEN, REPUBLICANS — At last it has come, this 
always happy day which the French people conse- 
crated to the Supreme Being I Never has the world 
he created offered to him a spectacle so worthy of his con- 
templation I He has seen tyranny, crime and imposture 
reign on earth. He sees at this moment an entire nation, 
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which is battling against all oppressors of humankind, sus- 
pend the course of her heroic labors to elevate her thoughts 
and her aspirations toward the Great Being who bestowed 
upon her the mission to undertake them and the strength to 
execute them I 

Is it not he whose immortal hand, in imprinting on the 
heart of man the code of justice and equality, traced thereon 
the sentence of death for the tyrants ? Is it not he who, 
from the beginning of time, decreed the Republic, and 
placed on the order of the day for all the centuries and 
for all nations, liberty, good faith, and justice? 

He has not created kings to devour the human species; 
he has not created priests to harness us like brutes to the 
chariot of kings and to give the world the example of base- 
ness, of pride, of perfidy, of avarice, of debauchery, and of 
mendacity; but he created the universe to make Icnown his 
might; he created men to be helpful to each other, mutually 
to love one another and to reach happiness by the path of 
virtue! 

It is he who has planted in the bosom of the triumphant 
oppressor remorse and terror, and in the heart of the inno- 
cent oppressed calmness and pride ; it is he who compels the 
just man to hate the evil-doer, and the evil-doer to respect 
the just man; it is he who has crowned with modesty the 
brow of beauty, to more enhance it; it is he who causes 
the maternal heart to palpitate with tenderness and joy; 
it is he who bathes with tears of delight the eyes of the 
son pressed upon the bosom of his mother; it is he who 
causes the most imperious, and the tenderest passions to 
become silent before the sublime love of country; it is he 
who has spread upon Nature her wealth and her majesty. 
All that is good is his work, or is himself; the evil comee 
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from depmred mmm who opporessea or who oUowA his f dlow- 
mMi to be opproBsed. 

The Author of Nature had uoitad all mortals by a great 
chain of lore and happineBS ; perish the tjraata who dared 
to tear it asuudert Frenohmeu, fiepubUoansl It devolves 
upon jou to punf J the earth they have oontaminated, and 
to reoall justice which thej have banished from it I Liberty 
and virtue emanated together from the boaom d the Biviu* 
ity : the one cannot dwell among men without the other* O 
generous nation, would you triumph over all your enemies ? 
Bxereise justice^ and thus render to the Bivinity the only 
worship worthy of him. people^ let ua to-day give our* 
selves up under the auspices of justice to the transports d 
a pine joy I To-morrow again we shi^ take up the battle 
against riee and tyiantSt and we shall give to the yfotid the 
example of republican virtues^ thus doubly hoxKMring ill 
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HIS LAST WORDS 

PBK>RATION OF HIS SPEECH IN THE NATIONAL CONVENTION. JULY f6. 199* 

WHEN I see the mass of vices the torrent of the 
Bevolution has rolled pell-mell with the civic 
virtues, I have sometimes trembled for fear of 
becoming tainted in the eyes of posterity by the impure 
vicinage of those perverse men who mingled in the ranks 
of the sincere defenders of humanity ; but the overthrow of 
the rival factions has, as it were, emancipated all the vices ; 
tiiey believed that the only question for them was to make 
of the oountry as a booty, rather than make her 
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free and prosperons. 1 am thankful that the fury whioli 
animates them against everything that opposes itself to their 
projects has traced the line of demarcation between them 
and all right-minded people; but if the Yerres and the Cati- 
lines of l^^rance believe themselves already far enough ad- 
vanced in the career of crime to expose on the rostrum the 
head of their accuser, I also have but now promised to my 
fellow-citizens a testament formidable to the oppressors of 
the people, and I bequeath to them from this moment oppro- 
brium and death I 

I conceive that it is easy for the league of the tyrants of 
the world to overwhelm a man; but 1 also know what are 
the duties of one who can die in defending the cause of 
humanity. I have seen in history all defenders of liberty 
overcome by ill-fortune or by calumny; but soon, their 
oppressors and their assassins also met their death. The 
good and the bad, the tyrants and the friends of liberty, 
disappear from the earth, but under different conditions. 
Frenchmen, do not allow your enemies to degrade your 
souls and to unnerve your virtues by a baleful heresy I 
No, Ghaumette, no, Fouchet, death is not an unending 
sleep. Citizens, efface from the tombstones this impious 
maxim which throws a funeral crape upon all nature and 
flings insults upon death. Bather engrave that: '* Death is 
the beginning of immortality T' My people, remember that 
if in the Bepublic justice does not reign with absolute sway^ 
and if this word does not signify love of equality and of 
country, then liberty is but a vain phrase I O people, you 
who are feared — whom one flatters 1 you who are despised; 
you who are acknowledged sovereign, and are ever being 
treated as a slave— remember that wherever justice does not 
reign, it is the passions of the magistrates that reign instead, 
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and that the people have ohanged their chains and not their 
destinies 1 

Bemember that there exists in yonr bosom a league of 
knaves straggling against public virtue, and that it has a 
greater influence than yourselves upon your own affairs — 
a league which dreads you and flatters you in the mass, but 
proscribes you in detail in the person of all good citizens I 

Also recall it, that, instead of sacrificing this handful of 
knaves for your happiness, your enemies wish to sacrifice 
you to this handful of knaves — authors of all our evils and 
the only obstacles to public prosperity I 

Know, then, that any man who will rise to defend public 
tight and public morals will be overwhelmed with outrage 
and proscribed by the knavesj Know, also, ^that every 
friend of liberty will ever be placed between duty and cal- 
uinny; that those who cannot be accused of treason will 
be accused of ambition; that the influence of uprightness 
and principles will be compared to tyranny and the vio- 
lence of factions; that your confidence and your esteem will 
become certificates of proscription for all your friends; that 
the cries of oppressed patriotism will be called cries of sedi- 
tion; and that, as they do not dare to attack you in mass, 
you will be proscribed in detail in the person of all good 
citizens, antil the ambitious shall have organized their tyr- 
anny. Sach is the empire of the tyrants armed against us I 
Such is the influence of their league with corrupt men, ever 
inclined to serve them. Thus the unprincipled wretches 
impose upon us law to force us to betray the people, under 
penalty of being called dictators 1 Shall we subscribe to 
this law? No! Let us defend the people at the risk of 
becoming their victims I Let them hasten to the scaffold 
by the path of crime and we by that of virtue. Shall we 
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saj that an is wdl? Shall we continue to praise by foroe 
of habit or practice that which is wrong ? We would ruia 
the country. Shall we reveal hidden abuses? Shall we 
denounce traitors? 

We shall be told that we are unsettling the constituted 
arthoritiest that we are endeavoring to acquire personal 
influence at their cost What are we to do? Our duty I 
W hat objection can be made to him who wishes to tell the 
truth, and who consents to die for it ? Let us then say that 
there exists a conspiracy against public liberty; that it owea 
its strength to a criminal coalition which is intriguing evea 
in the bosom of the Convention ; that this coalition has ad- 
complices in the committee, which they control; that the 
enemies of the fiepublic have opposed this committee to 
the Committee of Public Safety, and have thus constituted 
two governments ; that members of the Committee of Publk) 
Safety have entered into this scheme of mischief; that the 
eoalition thus formed tries to ruin all patriots and the 
fatherland. 

What is the remedy for this evil ? Punish the traitors, 
renew the offices of the Committee of General Safety, weed 
out this committee itself, and subordinate it to the Com* 
mittee of Public Safety ; weed out the Committee of Public 
Safety also, constitute the unity of tiie government under 
the supreme authority of the National Convention, which 
is the centre and the judge, and thus crush all tactions by 
the weight of national authority, in order to erect upon their 
ruins the power of justice and of liberty. Such are my prin- 
ciples. If it be impossible to support them without being 
taken for an ambitious one, I shall conclude that principlea 
are proscribed and that tyranny reigns among us, but not 
that I should remain silent I For what can be objected 



BOBXSPIEBBB 126 

to a man who ib in the right and knows how to die for 
his country? 

I was created to battle against crime, not to govern it. 
The time has not come when upright men may serre their 
country with impunity I The defenders of liberty will be 
but outlaws so long as a horde of knaves shall rule! 
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/^EOBGB JACQUES DANTON was bom at Ards-sur-Aube in 1769. He 
^^ began his career as an advocate at the Paris bar. He first appeared on 
the stage of the Revolution as President of the Cordeliers' Club. In 1790 he 
urged the people to prevent the arrest of Marat. In 1791 he was elected to the 
post of Administrator of the Department of Paris. On the day after the fall of 
the monarchy on the 10th of August, 1792, Danton occupied the poet of Minis- 
ter of Justice. He was a member of the National Convention, to which the 
Legislative Assembly surrendered its authority, resigning from the Ministry of 
Justice to take part in its proceedings. He voted for the death of the king in 
January, 1793. He was one of the original members of the Committee of Public 
Safety, and was despatched on frequent missions from the Convention to the 
Republican armies in Belgium. He pressed forward the erection of a system 
of national education, and was one of the legislative committee charged with 
the construction of a new system of government. After the fall of the Giron- 
dins, Danton was a member of the Committee of Public Safety, when that body 
was renewed. It was he who proposed that the powers of the committee should 
be those of a dictator and that copious funds should be placed at its disposal. 
He then resigned, and during the autumn of 1793 was a powerful supporter and 
inspirer from without of the government he had been foremost in setting up. 
On March 30, 1794, Danton was arrested, his enemies having succeeded in 
winning over Robespierre. He was at once condemned, and died by the guil- 
lotine on the 5 th of April following. His prediction, made on the scaffolcU 
that Robespierre would soon share his fate was destined to be fulfilled. 



TO DARE, TO DARE AGAIN; ALWAYS TO DARE 

DELIVERED IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY. SEPTEMBER a. 1793. ON THB 

DEFENCE OF THE REPUBLIC 

IT SEEMS a satisfaction for the ministers of a free people 
to announce to them that their country will be saved. 
All are stirred, all are enthused, all burn to enter the 
combat. 

You know that Yerdun is not yet in the power of our 

a26) 
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enemies and that ita garrison sweaia to immolate the first 
who breathes a proposition of surrender. 

One portion of oor people will guard our frontiers, an- 
other will dig and arm the intrenchments, the third with 
pikes will defend the interior of our cities. Paris will 
second these great efforts. The commissioners of the Oom- 
mune will solemnly proclaim to the citizens the invitation 
to arm and march to the defence of the country. At such 
a moment you can proclaim that the capital deserves the 
esteem of all France. At such a moment this National 
Assembly becomes a veritable committee of war. We ask 
that you concur with us in directing this sublime movement 
of the people, by naming commissioners to second and assist 
all these great measures. We ask that any- one refusing to 
give personal service or to furnish arms shall meet the 
punishment of death. We ask that proper instructions be 
given to the citizens to direct their movements. We ask 
that carriers be sent to all the departments to notify them 
of the decrees that you proclaim here. The tocsin we shall 
sound is not the alarm signal of danger, it orders the charge 
on the enemies of France. (Applause.) To conquer we 
have need to dare, to dare again, always to dare I And 
France will be saved I 

(Pour' les vaincre, il nous faut de Taudace; encore de' 
I'audace, toujours de Taudace; et la France est sauv^e.) 
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i-ET FRANCE BE FREE, THOUGH MY NAME WERE 

ACCURSED" 

ON THE DISASTERS ON THE FRONTIER-DELIVERED IN CONVENHON. 

MARCH to, 1793 

THE general considerations that have been presented 
. to you are true; but at this moment it is less neces- 
sary to examine the causes of the disasters that have 
struck us than to apply their remedy rapidly. When the 
edifice is on fire, I do not join the rascals who would steal 
the furniture, I extinguish the flames. I tell you therefore 
you should be convinced by the despatches of Dumouriez 
that you have not a moment to spare in saving the Be- 
public. 

Dumouriez conceived a plan which did honor to his 
genius. I would render him greater justice and praise than 
I did recently. But three months ago he announced to the 
executive power, your General Committee of Defence, that 
if we were not audacious enough to invade Holland in the 
middle of winter, to declare instantly against England the 
war which actually we had long been making, that we 
would double the difficulties of our campaign, in giving 
our enemies the time to deploy their forces. Since we 
failed to recognize this stroke of his genius, we must now 
repair our faults. 

Dumouriez is not discouraged; he is in the middle of 
Holland, where he will find munitions of war; to overthrow 
all our enemies, he wants but Frenchmen, and France is 
filled with citizens. Would we be free ? If we no longer 
desire it, let us perish, for we have all sworn it. If we wish 
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il, let all mndi lo ctofend our independaneeL four enemlM 
aie makiiig their last efforts. Fitt, reoogniaiiig he has all to 
leae, dares spare nothing. Take Holland, and Oarthage ia 
destroyed and Ifingland can no longer exist bat for liberty I 
Let Holland be conquered to Liberty; and even the com* 
meroial aristocracy itself, which at the moment dominates 
the Ifinglish people, would rise against the government 
which had dragged it into this despotic war against a free 
people. They would overthrow this ministry of stupidity, 
who thought the methods of the ancien regime could 
smother the genius of Liberty breathing in France. This 
ministry once overthrown in the interests of commerce, the 
party of Liberty would show itself; for it is not dead I 
And if you know your duties, if your commissioners leave 
at once, if you extend the hand to the strangers aspiring to 
destroy all forms of tyranny, France is saved and the world 
is free. 

Expedite, then, your commissioners; sustain them with 
your energy; let them leave this very night, this very 
evening. 

Let them say to the opulent classes, the aristocracy of 
Europe must succumb to our efforts, and pay our debt, or 
you will have to pay it I The people have nothing but 
blood — ^they lavish it I Go, then, ingrates, and lavish your 
wealth I (Wild applause.) See, citizens, the fair destinies 
that await you. What I you have a whole nation as a lever, 
its reason as your fulcrum, and you have not yet upturned 
the world 1 To do this we need firmness and character, and 
of a truth we lack it. I put to one side all passions. They 
are all strangers to me save a passion for the public good. 

In the most difficult situations, when the enemy was at 
the gates of Paris, I said to those governing: **Your 
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ouflsioiiB are shamefali I can see but the enemy. (Fresh 
applause.) *'Yoa tire me by squabbling in place of occupy- 
ing yourselves with the safety of the Republic I I repudiate 
you all as traitors to our country I I place you all in the 
same lineT' I said to them: ''What care I for my repu- 
tation I Let France be free, though my name were ac- 
cursed 1" What care I that I am called ''a blood-drinker" I 
Well, let us drink the blood of the enemies of hxunanityy 
if needful; but let us struggle, let us achieve freedom. 
Some fear the departure of the commissioners may weaken 
one or the other section of this Convention. Vain fears I 
Garry your energy everywhere. The pleasantest declara- 
tion will be to announce to the people that the terrible 
debt weighing upon them will be wrested from their ene- 
mies or that the rich will shortly have to pay it. The 
national situation is cruel. The representatives of value 
are no longer in equilibrium in the circulation. The day 
of the workingman is lengthened beyond necessity. A 
great corrective measure is necessary I Conquerors of Hol- 
land reanimate in England the Bepublican party; let us 
advance France and we shall go glorified to posterity. 
Achieve these grand destinies; no more debateSf no more 
quarrels, and the fatherland is saved. 
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AGAINST IMPRISONMENT FOR DEBT 

DBUVERED IN CONVENTION, MARCH 9. ii9S 

BBVOND a donbl, dtiieiMi the hopes of your com- 
missioners will not be deoeiyed. Yes, your ene- 
mies, the enemies of liberty, shall be exterminated, 
fwyonr e£Eorts shall be relentless. You are worthy the 
dignity of regulating and controlling the nation's energy. 
Tour commissioners, disseminated in all parts of the Be* 
public, will repeat to Frenchmen that the great quai^el 
between despotism and liberty shall soon terminate. The 
people of f*rance shall be avenged; it becomes us then to 
put the political world in harmony, to make laws in accord 
with such harmony. Bat before we too deeply entertain 
these grander objects, I shall ask you to make a declara- 
tion of a principle too long ignored; to abolish a baneful 
error, to destroy this tyranny of wealth upon misery. 

If the measures I propose be adopted, then Pitt, the 
Breteuil of English diplomacy, and Burke, the Abb^ 
Maury of the British Parliament, who are impelling the 
English people to-day against liberty, may be touched. 

What do you ask ? You would have every Frenchman 
armed in the common defence. And yet there is a class of 
men sullied by no crime, who have stout arms, but no 
liberty. They are the unfortunates detained for debt. It 
is a shame for humanity, it is against all philosophy, that 
a man in receiving money can pawn his person as security. 
I can readily prove that this principle is favorable to 
oupidityi since experience proves that the lender takes 
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no pecuniary seourity, sinoe he has the dispoBition of the 
body of his debtor. But of what importance are theee 
mercantile considerations? They should not influence a 
great nation. Principles are eternal, and no Frenchman 
can be rightly deprived of his liberty unless he has for- 
feited it to society. The possessing and owning class need 
not be alarmed. Doubtless, some individuals go to ex- 
tremes, but the nation, always just, will respect all the 
proprieties. Bespect misery, and misery will respect opu- 
lence. (Applause.) Never wrong the unfortunate, and the 
unfortunate, who have more soul than the rich, will remain 
guiltless. (Loud applause.) 

I ask that this National Convention declare that every 
Trench citizen imprisoned for debt shall be liberated, be- 
eause such imprisonment is contrary to moral health, con- 
trary to the rights of man, and to the true principles ot 
liberty. 



EDUCATION, FREE AND COMFULSORT 

FROM A SPEECH DELIVERED IN THE OONVBHTION. AUGUST wp, wtn 

CITIZENS— After having given liberty to France; 
after having vanquished her enemies, there can 
be no honor greater than to prepare for future 
generations an education in keeping with that liberty. 
This is the object which Lepeletier proposes: that all 
that is good for society shall be adopted by those who 
live under its social oontraol .... It has been said 
that paternal affection opposes the execution <rf such 
plans. Certainly we must respect natural rights even in 
their perversion. But even if we do not fully sustain 
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compulsory sehocAi^, we mast not deprive the children 
of the poor of an education. 

The greatest objection has been that of finding the 
means; but 1 have already said there is no real extrava- 
gance where the good result to the public is so great, and 
I add the principle that the child of the poor can be taught 
at the expense of the superfluities of the scandalous fortunes 
erected among us. It is to you who are celebrated among 
our Bepublicans that I appeal ; bring to this subject the fire 
of your imagination, the energy of your character. It is the 
people who must endow national education. 

When you commence to sow this seed of education in the 
vast field of the Bepublic, you must not count the expense 
of reaping the harvest. After bread, education is the first 
need of a people. (Applause.) I ask that the question be 
submitted, that there be founded, at the expense of the na- 
tion, establishments where each citizen can have the right 
to send his children for free public instruction. It is to 
the monks — it is to the age of Louis XIV., when men were 
great by their acquirements, that we owe the age of phi- 
losophy, that is to say, of reason, brought to the knowledge 
of the people. To the Jesuits, lost by their political am- 
bitions, we owe an impetus in education evoking our ad- 
miration. But the Bepublic has been in the souls of our 
people, twenty years ahead of its proclamation. Corneille 
wrote dedications to Montauron, but Corneille made the 
**Oid," '*Cinna"; Corneille spoke like a Boman, and he 
who said: "For being more than a king you think you 
are something,*' was a true Bepublican. 

Now for public instruction; everything shrinks in do- 
mestic teaching, everything enlarges and ennobles in public 
communal instruction. A mistake is made in presenting a 
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tableau of paternal affections. I, too, am a father, and more 
eo than the aristocrats who oppose public education, for they 
are never sure of their paternities. (Laughter.) When I 
consider my rights relatively to the general good I feel 
elevated; my son is not mine. He belongs to the Be- 
public. Let her dictate his duties that he can best serve 
her. It has been said it is repugnant to the heart of our 
peasantry to make such sacrifice of their children. Well^ 
do not constrain them too much. Let there be classes, if 
necessary, that only meet on the Sabbath. Begin the sys- 
tem by a gradual adaptation to the manners of the people. 
If you expect the State to make an instant and absolute 
r^eneration, you will never get public instruction. It is 
necessary that each man develop the moral means and 
methods he received from nature. Have for them all 
communal houses and faculties for instruction, and do 
not stop at any secondary considerations. The rich man 
will pay, and will lose nothing if he will profit for the 
instruction of his son. 

I ask, then, that under suitable and necessary modifi- 
cations you decree the erection of national establishments 
where children can be instructed, fed, and lodged gratui- 
tously, and the citizens who desire to retain their children 
at home can send them there for instruction. 

Oonvention, December 12, 1798. — It is a proper time to 
establish the principle which seems misunderstood, that the 
youth belong to the Bepublic before they belong to their 
parents. Mo one more than myself respects nature, but 
of what avail the reasoning of the individual against the 
reason of the nation? In the national schools the child 
will suck the milk of Bepublicanism. The Bepublic is 
lime and indivisible. Public instruction produces such a 
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centre of unity. To none, then, can we aocoid the priy* 
liege of isolation from such benefits. 



FREEDOM OP WORSHIP 

DELIVERED IN THE CONVENTION. APRIL it. iigt 

WS HA7E appeared divided in counsel, but the 
instant we seek the good of mankind we are 
in accord. Vergniaud has told us grand and 
immortal truths. The Constitutional Assembly, embar- 
rassed by a king, by the prejudices which still enchain 
the nation, and by deep-rooted intolerance, has not up- 
rooted accepted principles, but has done much for lib- 
erty in consecrating the doctrine of tolerance. To-day the 
ground of liberty is prepared and we owe to the French 
people a government founded on bases pure and eternal I 
Yes! we shall say to them: Frenchmen you have the 
right to adore the divinity you deem entitled to your 
worship: **The liberty of worship, which it is the object 
of law to establish, means only the right of individuals to 
assemble to render in their way homage to the Deity." 
Such a form of liberty is enforcible only by legal regu- 
lations and the police, but you do not wish to insert 
regulating laws in your declaration of rights. The right 
of freedom of worship, a sacred right, will be protected 
by laws in harmony with its principles. We will have 
only to guarantee these rights. Human reason cannot 
letn^rade; we have advanced too far for the people ever 
to believe they are not absolutely free in religious thought, 
merely because you have failed to engrave the principle of 
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this liberty on the table of jour laws. If superatitioii stitt 
seem to inhere in the morements of the Bepnblio, it is be» 
cause oar political enemies always employ it. But look I 
everywhere the people, freed from malevolent espionage, 
recognize that any one assuming to interpose between them 
and their God is an impostor. 



''SQUEEZING THE SPONGE" 

ON TAXING THE RICH-DELIVERED IN THE CONVENTION. APRIL tf, if9| 

YOT7 have decreed ^^honorable mention" of what has 
been done for the public benefit by the Department 
Be L'Hevault. In this decree joa aothorise the 
whole Bepublic to adopt the same measures, for your 
decree ratifies all the acts which have jusi been brought 
to your knowledge. 

If everywhere the same measures be taken, the BepubHe 
is saved. No more shall we treat as agitators and anarchislii 
the ardent friends of liberty who set the nation in motion, 
but we shall say: "Honcff to the agitatcxrs who turn the 
vigor of the people against its enemies I" Whoi the 
Temple of Liberty shall be reared, the people will know 
how to decorate it. Bather perish France than to return 
to our hard slavery. Let it not be believed we shall be- 
come barbarians after we shall have founded liberty. We 
shall embellish France until the despots shall envy us; but 
while the ship of state is in the stress of storm, beaten bf 
the tempest, that which belongs to each belongs to all. 
Ko longer are Agrarian Laws spoken of I The people 
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are wiser than their oalumniators assumed, and the people 
in mass have mnoh more sense than many of those who 
deem themselves great men. In a people we can no more 
count the great men than we can count the giant trees in 
the vast forest. It was believed that the people wanted 
the Agrarian Law, and this may throw suspicion on the 
measures adopted by the Department De L'Hevault. It 
will be said of them: ''They taxed the rich"; but, citi- 
zens, to tax the rich is to serve them, it is rather a veri- 
table advantage for them than any considerable sacrifice; 
and the greater the sacrifice, the greater the usufruct, for 
the greater is the guarantee to the foundation of property 
against the invasion of its enemies. It is an appeal to 
every man, according to his means, to save the Bepublio. 
The appeal is just. What the Department De L'Hevaolt 
has done, Paris and all France will do. See what re- 
sources France will procure. Paris has a luxury and 
wealth which is considerable. Well, by decree, this 
sponge will be squeezed! And with singular satisfac- 
tion it will be found that the people will conduct their 
revolution at the expense of their internal enemies. These 
enemies themselves will learn the price of liberty and will 
desire to possess it, when they will recognize that it has 
preserved for them their possessions. 

Paris in making an appeal to capitalists will furnish 
her contingent, which will afford means to suppress the 
troubles in La Vendue ; for, at any sacrifice, these troubles 
must be suppressed. On this alone depends your external 
tranquillity. Already, the departments of the north have 
informed the combined despots that your territory cannot 
be divided; and soon you will probably learn of the dis- 
solution of this formidable league of kings. For in unit- 
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ing against yon, they have not forgotten their ancient 
hatreds and respective pretensions; and if the Executive 
Conncil had had a little more latitude, the league might 
be already completely dissolved. 

Paris, then, must be directed against La Vendee. All 
the men needed in this city to form a reserve camp should 
be sent at once to La Vendee. These measures once taken, 
the rebels will disperse, and, like the Austrians, will com- 
mence to kill each other. If the flames of this civil dis- 
cord be extinguished, they will ask of us peao^j! 
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A HTOIKE FISRBE JOSEPH MABIB BAENAYE was bom at OranoUe in 
" Daupbinj, October 22, 1761. He studied law, and, at the age of (wentjr- 
two^ made himaelf favorably known by a discourse pronounced before the local 
FarUament on the Diyiaion of Political Powers. On Uaj 6, 1789, the States- 
General were conyoked at Versailles, and Bamave was chosen depu^ of tha 
Tiers fitat for his native province. Aside from Mirabean, to whom, on several 
occasions, he was opposed, Bamave was the most powerful orator of tha 
National Assembly. After the fall of the Bastille, he advocated the suspen- 
sive veto, the system of two Chambers and the establishment of trial by jury 
fai civil causes. In 1790, Bamave became President of the Assembly. On 
the arrest of ^e king and the royal family at Yarennes, Bamave was one of 
the three appointed to conduct them back to Paris. His public career came 
to an end in 1792 with the dose of the Constituent Assembly. Shortly after- 
ward he was arresled and imprisoned on suspicion of being in sympathy with 
the royal family. He was transferred to Paris in 1793, and died by tht 
gnfllotine on the 39th of November of that year. 



REPRESENTATIVE DEMOCRACY AGAINST MAJORITY 

ABSOLUTISM 

DBUVERED IN THE NATIOHAL ASSEMBLY. AUGUST ti. 1191 

IT IS not enough to desire to be free— one must know 
how to be free. I shall speak briefly on this snbject, 
for after the saocess of our deliberations^ I await with 
confidence the spirit and action of this Assembly. I only 
wish to annoonoe my opinions on a question, the rejection 
of which would sooner or later mean the loss of our liber- 
ties. This question leaves no doubt in the minds of those 
who reflect on goyernments and are goided by impartial 

(189) 
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judgments. Those who have combated the committee have 
made a fundamental error. They have confounded dem* 
ocratio government with representative government; they 
have confounded the rights of the people with the qualifi- 
cations of an elector, which society dispenses for its well 
understood interest. Where the government is representa- 
tive, where there exists an intermediary degree of electors, 
society, which elects them, has essentially the right to deter- 
mine the conditions of their eligibility. There is one right 
existing in our constitution, that of the active citizen, but 
the function of an elector is not a right. I repeat, society 
has the right to determine its conditions. Those who mis- 
understand the nature as they do the advantages of repre- 
sentative government, remind us of the governments of 
Athens and Sparta, ignoring the differences that distin- 
guish them from France, such as extent of territory, popu- 
lation, etc. Do they forget that they interdicted repre- 
sentative government? Have they forgotten that the Lace- 
demonians had the right to vote in the assemblies only 
when they held helots? And only by sacrifice of indi- 
vidual rights did 'the Lacedemonians, Athenians, and 
Bomans possess any democratic governments! I ask those 
who remind us of them, if it is at such government they 
would arrive ? I ask those who profess here metaphysical 
ideas, because they have no practical ideas, those who en- 
velop the question in clouds of theory, because they ignore 
entirely the fundamental facts of a positive government-^ 
I ask is it forgotten that the democracy of a portion of a 
people would exist but by the entire enslavement of the 
other portion of the people ? A representative government 
has but one evil to fear^ that of corruption. That such 
a government shall be good, there must be guaranteed the 
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pnri^ and mcormptibilitj of the electorate. 'IhiB body 
needs the onion of three eminent goarantees* Ifirst, the 
light of a fidr education and broadened yiews. Second^ an 
interest in things, and still better if each had a particular 
and considerable interest at stake to defend. Third, such 
condition of fortune as to place the elector above attack 
from, corruption. 

These advantages I do not look for in the superior claaB 
of the rich, for thej undoubtedly have too many special and 
individual interests, which they separate from the generid 
interests. But if it is true that we must not look for the 
qualifications of the pure elector among the eminently rich, 
neither should I look for it among those whose lack of 
fortune has prevented l^ir ^dightemnent; among such, 
uneeasin^y feeling t&e touches of want, corruption too 
easily can find its means. It is, then, in the middle class 
that we find the qualities and advantages I have cited. 
And, I ask, is it the demand that they contribute five to 
ten francs that cauaes the assertion that we would tiirow 
dectiona into the hands of the rich ? You have established 
the usage that the electors receive nothing; if it were oth^- 
wise their great number would make an election most ex* 
pensive. From the instant that the voter has not means 
enough to enable him to saerifioe a little time from his daily 
faibor, one of three things would occur. The voter would 
absent himself, or insist on being paid by the State, else he 
would be rewarded by tiie one who wanted to obtain his 
suArage. This does not occur when a comfortable condi- 
tion is necessary to constitute an elector. As soon as the 
government is established, wben the constitution is guaran- 
teed, there is but a common interest for those who live on 
their property, and those who toil honestly. Then can be 
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distinguished those who desire a stable government and 
those who seek bat revolution and change, since they in- 
crease in importance in the midst of trouble as vermin 
in the midst of corruption. 

If it is true, then, that under an established constitu- 
tional government all its well-wishers have the same inter- 
est, the power of the same must be placed in the hands of 
the enlightened who can have no interest pressing on them, 
greater than the common interest of all the citizens. Depart 
from these principles and you fall into the abuses of repre- 
sentative government. You would have extreme proverty 
in the electorate and extreme opulence in the legislature. 
You would see soon in France what you see now in Eng- 
land, the purchase of voters in the boroughs not with 
money even, but with pots of beer. Thus incontestably 
are elected many of their parliamentary members. G-ood 
representation must not be sought in either extreme, but 
in the middle class. The committee have thus placed it 
by making it incumbent that the voter shall possess an 
accumulation the equivalent of, say forty days of labor. 
This would unite the qualities needed to make the elector 
exercise his privilege with an interest in the same. It is 
necessary that he own from one hundred and twenty to two 
hundred and forty livres, either in property or chattels. I 
do not think it can seriously be said that this qualification 
is fixed too high, unless we would introduce among our 
electors men who would beg or seek improper recompense. 

If you would have liberty subsist do not hesitate because 
of specious arguments which will be presented to you by 
those who, if they reflect, will recognize the purity of our 
intentions and the resultant advantages of our plans. I add 
to what I have already said jthat the system will diminish 
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many existing inconveniences, and the proposed law will 
not have its full effect for two years. They tell ns we are 
taking from the citizen a right which elevated him by the 
only means through which he can acquire it. I reply that 
if it was an honor the career which you will open for them 
will imprint them with character greater and more in con- 
formity with true equality. Our opponents have not failed 
either to magnify the inconveniences of changing the con- 
stitution. Nor do I desire its change. For that reason we 
shotild not introduce imprudent discussions to create the 
necessity of a national convention. In one word, the advice 
and conclusions of the committee are the sole guarantees for 
the prosperity and peaceable condition of the nation. 



COMMERCIAL POLITICS 

COMMEBCE forms a numerous class, friends of ex- 
ternal peace and internal tranquillity, who attach 
themselves to the established government. 
It creates great fortunes, which in republics become the 
origin of the most forceful aristocracies. As a rule com- 
merce enriches the cities and their inhabitants, and in- 
creases the laboring and mechanical classes, in opening 
more opportunities for the acquirement of riches. To an 
extent it fortifies the democratic element in giving the 
j>eople of the cities greater influence in the government. 
It arrives at nearly the same result by impoverishing the 
peasant and landowner, by the many new pleasures offered 
him and by displaying to him the ostentation and volupta* 
ousness of luxury and ease. It tends to create bands of 
mercenaries rather than those capable of worthy peraoAal 
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gervice. It introdaces into the nation luxury, eaae^ and 
ayarice at the same time as labor. 

The manners and morals of a commercial people are not 
the manners of the merchant. He indiyidually is economi- 
cal, while the general mass are prodigal. The individual 
merchant is conservatiye and moral, while the general pub- 
lic are rendered dissolute. 

The mixture of riches and pleasures which commerce 
produces, joined to freedom of manners, leads to excesses 
of all kinds, at the same time that the nation may display 
the perfection of elegance and taste that one noticed in 
Borne, mistress of the world, or in France before the Beyo- 
lution. In Bome the wealth was the inflow of the whole 
world, the product of the hardiest ambition, producing the 
deterioration of the soldier and the indifference of the pa- 
trician. In France the wealth was the accumulation of an 
immense commerce and the varied labors of the most indus- 
trious nation on the earth diverted by a brilliant and cor- 
rupt court, a profligate and chivalrous nobility, and a rich 
and voluptuous capital. 

Where a nation is exclusively commercial, it can make 
an immense accumulation of riches without sensibly altering 
its manners. The passion of the trader is avarice and the 
habit of continuous labor. Left alone to his instincts he 
amasses riches to possess them, without designing or know- 
ing how to use them. Examples are needed to conduct him 
to prodigality, ostentation, and moral corruption. As a 
rule the merchant opposes the soldier. One desires the 
accumulations of industry, the other of conquest. One 
makes of power the means of getting riches, the other 
makes of riches the means ot getting power. One is dis- 
posed to be economical, a taste due to his labor. The 
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other is prodigal, the instinct of his valor. In modem 
monarchies these two classes form the aristocracy and the 
democracy. Commerce in certain republics forms an aris- 
tocracy, or rather an "extra aristocracy in the democracy." 
These are the directing forces of such democracies, with the 
addition of two other governing powers, which have come 
in, the clergy and the legal fraternity, who assist largely 
in shaping the course of events. 
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JEAK BAFTIBTE ICASSILLON was hom at Mydres od Jane S4, IMS. b 
1681 he Joined the Congregation of Oratory. In 1696, through the Cardi- 
nal de NoaiUes, he was introduced to the Parisian semmary of Saint ICagloiia 
He preached before Louis XIY. for the first time in Advent^ 1609. Bb 
made a profound impresssion, but reoeived no preferment during the life of 
the king, who considered his views too liberal, and whom Maaalllon took no 
pains to flatter. The Regency was more favoraldo to him, and, in 1717, he 
was nominated to the See of Clermont, and was commissioned to preach tb» 
short Lent Sermons before Louis XV. In 1719 he was elected to the Acad* 
emy. He preached for the last time in Paris in 1723, when he pronoonosd 
the funeral oration of the Duchess Dowager of Orieans. The remaining twentj 
years of his life were spent at Clermont, where he died on September S8, 1748, 



THE CURSE OP A MALIGNANT TONGUE 

THE tongue, says the Apostle James, is a deyonring 
fire, a world of iniquity, an unruly evil, full of 
deadly poison. And behold what I would have 
applied to the tongue of the eyil-speaker, had I under- 
taken to give you a just and natural idea of all the enor- 
mity of this vice; I would have said that the tongue of 
the slanderer is a devouring fire which tarnishes whatever 
it touches; which exercises its fury on the good grain, 
equally as on the chaff; on the profane, as on the sacred; 
which, wherever it passes, leaves only desolation and ruin; 
digs even into the bowels of the earth, and fixes, itself on 
things the most hidden; turns into vile ashes what only a 

moment before had appeared to ns 80 preoiona and brilliant; 
a46) 
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acts with more violence and danger than ever in the time 
when it was apparently smothered up and almost extinct; 
which blackens what it cannot consume, and sometimes 
sparkles and delights before it destroys. I would have 
told you that evil-speaking is an assemblage of iniquity; 
a secret pride, which discovers to us the mote in our 
brother's eye, but hides the beam which is in our own; 
a mean envy, which, hurt at the talents of prosperity of 
others, makes them the subject of its censures, and studies 
to dim the splendor of whatever outshines itself; a disguised 
hatred, which she4s, in its speeches, the hidden venom of 
the heart; an unworthy duplicity, which praises to the 
face and tears to pieces behind the back; a shameful 
levity, which has no command over itself or its words, 
and often sacriflces both fortune and comfort to the im- 
prudence of an amusing conversation; a deliberate bar* 
barity, which goes to pierce your absent brother; a 
scandal, where you become a subject of shame and sin 
to those who listen to you; an injustice, where you ravish 
from your brother what is dearest to him. I shoald have 
said that slander is a restless evil, which disturbs society, 
spreads dissension through cities and countries, disunites 
the strictest friendships; is the source of hatred and re- 
venge; fills, wherever it enters, with disturbances and 
confusion, and everywhere is an enemy to peace, com- 
fort, and Ohristian good-breeding. Lastly, I should have 
added that it is an evil full of deadly poison; whatever 
flows from it is infected and poisons whatever it ap- 
proaches; that even its praises are empoisoned, its 
applauses malicious, its silence criminal, its gestures, 
motions, and looks have all their venom and spread 
^it each in their way. 
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Behold, what in this disoonne it would hare been my 
duty, more at laige, to have expoeed to your view, had I 
now proposed only to paint to you the yilenesB of the yieOi 
which I am now gmng to combat; bnt, as I hare abeady 
said, these are only general inyectiyes, which none apply 
to themselyee. The more odions the vice is rop r o B on ted» 
the less do yon perceive yourselves concerned in it; and 
though yon acknowledge the principle, you make no naa 
of it in the regulation of your manners; because, in these 
general paintings, we always find features which resemble 
us not. I wish, therefore, to confine myself at present to 
the single object of making you feel all the injustice of 
that description of slander which you think the more in- 
nocent; and, lest you should not feel yourself connected 
with what I shall say, I shall attack it only in the pretexts 
which you continually employ in its justification. 

Now the first pretext which authorizes in the world al- 
most all the defamations, and is the cause that our conver- 
sations are now continual censures upont>ur brethren, ia 
the pretended insignificance of the vices we expose to view. 
We would not wish to tarnish a man of character or ruin 
his fortune by dishonorii^ him in the world; to stain the 
principles of a woman's conduct by entering into the essen- 
tial points of it; that would be too infamous and mean: but 
upon a thousand faults which lead our judgment to believe 
them capable of all the rest; to inspix)^ the minds of those 
who listen to us with a thousand suspicions which point 
out what we dare not say; to make satirical remarks which 
discover a mystery, where no person before had perceived 
the least intention of concealment; by poisonous interpreta- 
tions to give an air of ridicule to manners which had hith* 
erto escaped observation ; to let everything, on certain pointBi 
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be olearlj midemlood, while proteBting that they aie inca- 
pable ihemselveB of caniiing or deoeit, is what the world 
makes little soraples of; and thongh the motiveB, the cir- 
camstanceB, and the effects of these discourses be highly 
criminali yet gayety and liveliness excuse their malignity, 
to those who listen to ns, and even conceal from oorselyes 
their atrocity. 

I say, in the first place, the motives. I know that it 
is, above all, by the innocency of the intention that they 
pretend to justify themselves ; that you continually say that 
your design is not to tarnish the reputation of your brother, 
but innocently to divert yourselves with faults which do 
not dishonor him in the eyes of the world. You, my dear 
hearer, to divert yourself with his faults I But what is 
that cruel pleasure which carries sorrow and bittemeas 
to the heart of your brother? Where is the innocency 
of an amusement whose source springs from vices which 
ought to inspire you with compassion and grief ? If Jesus 
Christ forbids us in the Gospel to invigorate the languors 
of conversation by idle words, shall it be more permitted 
to you to enliven it by derisions and censures? If the law 
corses him who uncovers the nakedness of his relations, 
shall you who add raillery and insult to the discovery be 
more protected from that malediction? If whoever calls 
his brother fool be worthy, according to Jesus Christ, of 
etenud fire, shall he who renders him the contempt and 
laughing-stock of the profane assembly escape the same 
punishment? Ton, to amuse yourself with his faults? 
But does charity delight in evil ? Is that rejoicing in the 
Lord, ao commanded by the Apostle? If you love your 
brother as yourself, can you delight in what afflicts him ? 
Ah I the Church formerly held in horror the exhibition of 
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gladiators, and denied that believers, brought up in the 
tenderness and benignity of Jesus Christ, could innocently 
feast their eyes with the blood and death of these unfortu- 
nate slaves, or form a harmless recreation of so inhuman a 
pleasure. But you renew more detestable shows to en- 
liven your languor; you bring upon the stage not infa- 
mous wretches devoted to death, but members of Jesus 
Christ, your brethren; and there you entertain the spec- 
tators with wounds which you inflict on persons rendered 
sacred by baptism. 

Is it then necessary that your brother should suffer, to 
amuse you? Can you find no delight in your conversa- 
tions, unless his blood, as I may say, is furnished toward 
your iniquitous pleasures 7 Edify each other, says St. Paul^ 
by words of peace and charity; relate the wonders of God 
toward the just, the history of his mercies to sinners; recall 
the virtues of those who, with the sign of faith, have pre- 
ceded us; make an agreeable relaxation to yourselves, in 
reciting the pious examples of your brethren with whom 
you live; with a religious joy i^eak of the victories of 
faith, of the aggrandizement of the kingdom of Jesus Christ, 
of the establishment of the truth and the extinction of error, 
of the favors which Jesus Christ bestows on his Church, by 
raising up in it faithful pastors, enlightened members, and 
religious princes; animate yourselves to virtue by contem- 
plating the little solidity of the world, the emptiness of 
pleasures, and the unhappiness of sinners, who yield them- 
selves up to their unruly passions. Are these grand objects 
not worthy the delight of Christians? It was thus, how- 
ever, that the first believers rejoiced in the Lord, and, from 
the sweets of their conversations, formed one of the most 
holy consolations to their temporal calamities. It is the 
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hearty my bretiifeii, wbioh decides npon our pleasures; a 
corrapted heart feels no delight bat in what recalls to hia 
the image of his vices; innocent delights are only suitable 
to virtae. 

In effect, you excuse the malignity of your censures by 
the innocency of your intentions. But fathom the secret of 
your heart: Whence comes it that your sarcasms are always 
pointed to such an individual, and that you never amuse 
yourself with more wit, or more agreeably, than in recalling 
his faults 7 May it not proceed from a secret jealousy ? Do 
not his talents, fortune, credit, station, or character, hurt 
you more than his faults? Would you find him so fit a 
subject for censure, had he fewer of those qualities which 
exalt him above you ? Would you experience such pleas- 
ure in exposing his foibles, did not the world And qualities 
in him both valuable and praiseworthy ? Would Saul have 
so often repeated with such pleasure that David was only 
the son of Jesse, had he not considered him as a rival, more 
deserving than himself of the empire? Whence comes it 
that the faults of all others find you more indulgent ? That 
elsewhere you excuse everything, but here every circum- 
stance comes empoisoned from your mouth? Go to the 
source, and examine if it is not some secret root of bitter- 
ness in your heart. And can you pretend to justify, by the 
innocency of the intention, discourses which flow from so 
corrupted a principle ? You maintain that it is neither from 
hatred nor jealousy against your brother. I wish to believe 
it; but in your sarcasms may there not be motives, perhaps, 
still more shameful and mean ? Is it not your wish to ren* 
der yourself agreeable, by turning your brother into an ob« 
ject of contempt and ridicule? Do you not sacrifice hie 
character to your fortune? Courts are always so filled 
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with tl^se adulatory and sordidly interested satires on 
each other I The great are to be pitied whenever they yield 
themselveB up to unwarrantable aversions. Vices are soon 
found out, even in that virtue itself which displeases them. 
But, after all, you do not feel yourselves guilty, you 
say, oi all these vile moiives; and that it is merely through 
indiscretion and levity of speech, if it sometimes happens 
that you defame your brethren. But is it by that you can 
suppose yourself more inno<ient7 Levity and indiscretion; 
that vice so unworthy of the gravity of a Christian, so dis- 
tant from the seriousness and solidity of faith, and so often 
condemned in the Oospel, can it justify another vice? 
What matters it to the brother whom you stab whether 
it be done through indiscretion or malice ? Does an arrow, 
unwittingly drawn, make a less dangerous or slighter wound 
than if sent on purpose? Is the deadly blow which you 
give to your brother more slight because it was lanced 
through imprudence and levity? And what signifies the 
innocency of the intention when the action is a crime? 
But, besides, is there no criminality in indiscretion with 
regard to the reputation of your brethren? In any case 
whatever can more circumspection and prudence be re- 
quired? Are not all the duties of Christianity comprised 
in that of charity? Does not all religion, as I may say, 
consist in that? And to be incapable of attention and 
care, in a point so highly essential, is it not considering, 
as it were, all the rest as a sport ? Ah I it is here he ought 
t6 put a guard of circumspection on his tongue, weigh every 
word, put' them together in his heart, says the sage Ecclesi- 
asticus, and let them ripen in his mouth. Do any of these 
inconsiderate speeches ever escape you gainst yourself? 
Do you ever fail in attention to what interests your lioiior 
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or glory? What indefatigable cares! what exertions and 
industry, to make them prosper! To what lengths we see 
you go, to increase your interest or to improve your for- 
tune! If it ever happens that you take blame to yourself, 
it is always under circumstances which tend to you' praise. 
You censure in yourself only faults which do you honor; 
and, in confessing your vices, you wish only to recapitulate 
your virtues. Self-love connects everything with yourself. 
Love your brother as you love yourself, and everything will 
recall you to him; you will be incapable of indiscretion 
where his interest is concerned, and will no longer need 
our instructions in respect to what you owe to his character 
and glory. 



ROYER-COLLARD 



pIEBBE PAUL BOYEBr-GOLLABD, philosopher and politiciaii, was born fai 
' 1763 at Sompuis, and, after receiving a liberal education, was admitted to 
practice at the bar. On the outbreak of the French Bevolution, he took the 
popular side, and was Secreteiy of the Paris Municipal Council for two jears. 
He was shocked, however, by the sanguinary course pursued by Danton and 
Bobespierre, and from the Beign of Terror until the fall of Napoleon in 1814 he 
Hved in retirement, devoting himself to the study of philosophy. After the 
Bestoration, he was elected to the Chamber of Deputies,' and remained a mem- 
ber of that body for some fifteen years, becoming eventually its President. 
After the Bevolution of July, 1830, he withdrew from politics, and died on 
September 4, 1845. 

••SACRILEGE" IN LAW 

CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES. PARIS. iSas. AGAINST THE DEATH PENALTY FOR 

SACRILEGE 

WHAT is sacrilege? It is, according to this law, 
the profanation of sacred vases and of conse- 
crated wafers. What, then, is profanation? It 
is an act of violence committed voluntarily, through hatred 
or contempt of religion. What are consecrated wafers? 
We Oatholics believe that consecrated wafers are no longer 
the wafers that we see, but Jesus Christ the Holy of Holies; 
Ood and man together, invisible and present in the most 
sacred of our mysteries. The violence is thus committed 
against Jesus Christ himself. The irreverence of this lan- 
guage is shocking, for religion afso has its modesty; but the 
irreverence is that of the law. The sacrilege then consists, 
I take the law to witness, in an act of violence committed 
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upon JeBVLS Christ. The crime punishable by the law, 
under the name of sacril^e, is a direct outrage on the 
Divine Majesty; that is to say, according to ancient ordi- 
nance, the crime of Idse-majestd divine; and as this crime 
exclusively springs from the Catholic dogma of the Beal 
Presence, it results that if, in thought, we can separate from 
the wafers the real presence and divinity of Jesus Christ, 
the sacrilege disappears together with the penalty by which 
it is punished. It is the dogma which makes the crime, 
and it is also the dogma which gives it a name. 

For three ages past the Christian religion has unfortu- 
nately been torn into Catholic and Protestant, and the 
dogma of the Beal Presence is only true on this side of 
the strait which separates them ; but beyond that it is false 
and idolatrous. Truth is limited by the seas, the rivers, 
and the mountains; it is determined, as Pascal says, by a 
meridian. There are as many varieties of truth as of State 
religions. Still more, if in every State, and under the same 
meridian, the political law should change, truth, a docile 
companion, changes with it, and all these truths, contra- 
dictory among themselves, have an equal claim to the title 
of immutable, absolute truth, of which, according to your 
law, we must be satisfied by executions that will at all 
times and places be equally just. Contempt of God and 
man cannot be carried further than this, and yet such are 
the natural and necessary consequences of legal truth ; it is 
impossible to avoid them when once the principle is ad* 
mitted. Will it be said that this is not the principle of 
the law? Whenever this is asserted I shall still repeat 
that the law admits the legal sacrilege against consecrated 
wafers, if the Beal Presence is not a legal truth. 

But other consequences spring from the same principle* 
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We do not play with religion as with men ; we do not allot 
to it the part it is to take; we cannot say to it with author- 
ity : Thus far shalt thou go, and no farther. The sacrilege 
resulting from the profanation of consecrated wafers is pro- 
vided against in your law; but why that one alone, when 
there are as many acts of sacrilege as there are modes of 
outraging the Deity? And why the crime of sacrilege 
alone, when with equal audacity heresy and blasphemy are 
knocking at the door ? Truth does not suffer these partial 
compromises. By what right does your profane hand thus 
divide the Divine Majesty, declaring it vulnerable upon 
one point alone, and invulnerable upon every other? Sen- 
sitive to acts of violence, but insensible to all other kinds 
of outrage. That writer is not. wrong who declares your 
law to be paltry, fraudulent, and .even atheistical I The 
moment that a single dogma of the Catholic religion enters 
into the law, that religion should be held true in its fullest 
extent, and all the others false; it should form a part of the 
constitution of the State, and thence spread itself through 
all its civil and political institutions. 

In breaking a long silence, I have wished to mark my 
lively opposition to the theocratic principle which threatens 
at once society and religion, a principle so much the more 
serious that it is not, as in the days of barbarity and igno- 
rance, the sincere fury of a too ardent zeal which relights 
this torch. There is no longer a St. Dominic, neither are 
we Albigenses. The theocracy of our times is less religious 
than political; it forms a part of that system of reaction 
which leads us on; and that which now renews it is its 
counter-revolutionary aspect. Without doubt, gentlemen, 
the revolution has been impious even to fanaticism and to 
cruelty ; but let them take care, it was that crime, above 



AGAINST FRBSS CEKSORSHIP 157 

aB Others, which caused its ruin; and we may predict to 
the counter-revolution that reprisals of cruehy, even if only 
written, will bear evidence against it, and blast it in its 
turn. I vote against the law. 



AGAINST PRESS CENSORSHIP 

DBUVERED IIT THE FRENCH CHAMBER OP DEPOTIES IN i8a9 

IN THE ideas of some men, it was imprudent on th» 
great day of ereatioQ to allow man, a free and intelli- 
gent being, to escape into the midst oi the universe I 
A more lofty wisdom is now about to repair this fault of 
Providence and to render humanity, sagely mutilatad, the 
service of elevating it at last to the happy innocence of 
the brute creation! The Author of all things formerly 
thought otherwise; but he was wrong I Truth is a good, 
say these men, more provident than nature, but error is 
an evil. Perish, then, both truth and error I As a prison 
is the natural remedy for liberty, ignorance will be the nat- 
ural remedy for intelligence; ignorance is the true science 
of man and of society I Gentlemen, a law which thus de- 
nies the existence of mind is an atheistical law and should 
not be obeyed I Alas I we have passed through periods 
when the authority of the law, having been usurped by 
tyranny, evil was called good, and virtue crime. During 
this fearful test we did not seek for the rule of our actions 
in the law, but in our eonsciettoes: we obeyed God rath^ 
than men. Must we, under the Intimate government, be 
brought back to these deplcnrable recollections 7 We shall 
0ttll be the same men I Tour law, be it well understoodi 
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will be vain, for France is better than its governmenti 
Counsellors of the crown, what have you done hitherto? 
Who has raised you above your fellow-citizens that you 
assume a right to impose a tyranny upon them ? Obscure 
and ordinary men like ourselves, you only surpass us ia 
temerity I Such senseless audacity can only be met with 
in factions. Your law, therefore, denounces a faction in 
the government with as much certainty as if this faction 
had denounced itself. I shall not ask it what it is, whence 
it comes, or whither it is going, for it would tell me false- 
hoods! I judge this faction by its works! It now proposes 
to you to destroy the liberty of the press; last year it ex* 
humed from the Middle Ages the right of primogeniturOi 
and the year before it introduced sacrilege! It ia thua 
retrograding. It matters not to me whether it be called 
oounter*revolution or otherwise; it is goings backward in 
religion and policy I It clings to fanaticism, to privilegei 
to ignorance, and to barbarism, or to the absurd domination 
which barbarism favors! The enterprise, however, will not 
be so easy to accomplish. In future not another line is to 
be printed in France! With all my heart I A brasen fron* 
tier shall preserve us from foreign contagion! Well and 
good! But for a long time discussion has exiated in the 
world between good and evil, between the true and the 
false. It filk innumerable volumes, which have been read 
over and over, day and night, by an inquisitive generatioa. 
Whole libraries of books have passed into the minds ci 
men. It is from thence you must banish them: haveyoa 
a law ready for that purpose? So long as we shall not 
forget what we know, we shall be ill-disposed to brutish- 
ness and slavery. But the action of mind is nof solely 
derived from books; springing from freedom of condition. 
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it eziflta in labor, in riches, and in leisure; while it is nour- 
ished by the assemblages of towns and the facility of com« 
munication. To enslave men it is necessary to disperse and 
to impoverish them, for misery is the safeguard of igno- 
rance. Believe me, reduce the population, discard the men 
of industry from the soil, burn the manufactories, fill up 
the canals, plow up the highways. If you do not effect 
all this, you will have accomplished nothing; if the plow 
does not pass entirely over civilization, that which remains 
will be sufficient to baffle your efforts. 

I cannot support the amendments of the committee, or 
indeed any amendments. The law is neither worthy nor 
susceptible of any.. There is no arrangement to be made 
with the principle of tyranny by which it was dictated. I 
reject it purely and simply out of respect for humanity 
whioh k degradesi and for justice by which it m outraged. 



CHATEAUBRIAND 



PTIAN(J0IS REN6, Viscount db CHATBAXTBRiAin), was born at St. M alo, Sep- 
^ tember 4, 1768. He received his educatioii at Dd and Beimes, and, after 
deelining to enter the Ghurch, obtained a commissicm in the army. His thirst 
for distinction found vent in 1190 in a scheme for the discovery of the North- 
west Passage, in pursuance of which he departed for America. His return 
coincided with the execution of Louis XYI. As a Breton and a soldier, 
he could scarcely do otherwise than' throw himself into the ranks of the 
emigrSs, but, after the failure of the Duke of Brunswick's invasion, he re- 
tired to England, where he lived obseureLy for some years. His first publico- 
tion was the ''Essay on Revolutions," which appeared in 1797. In this work 
he figures as a mediator between royalist and revolutionary ideas, as a free- 
thinker in religion and in philosophy imbued with the spirit of Rousseaa. 
Tliree years later be was permitted to return to his native eountry, soon after 
which he brought out **Atila, or the Loves of Two Savages," a romance which 
immediately raised him to the summit of literary distinction. In the following 
year the author produced his * 'Genius of Christianity." It subserved the state- 
craft of Napoleon, who was undertaking to re-establish tiie Catholic religion in 
France, and the writer was appointed an attacJU at Rome, whence he was trans- 
ferred as envoy to the Canton of Yalais. On the murder of the Duke of En- 
ghien he resigned his post, and even ventured to censure Napoleon in a journal 
of which he had become proprietor. The fruit of a pilgrimage to Jerusalem 
was a record of travel distinguished by picturesqueness, and the prose epic of 
'*The Martyrs." "The Natchez," of which **Ren^," previously published, 
was an episode, did not appear until 1826, at which time also was brought 
out the tale of *'The Last of the Abencerrages. " With this composition Cha- 
teaubriand's career as an imaginative writer closed, and he has henceforth to 
be considered as a politician. His pamphlet, ''Bonaparte and the Bourbons," 
published in 1814, while the fate of Napoleon trembled in the balance, was de- 
clared by Louis XVIII. to have been worth to him 100,000 men. Chateaubri- 
and was called to the councils of the restored monarchy, accompanied his sov- 
ereign to Ghent during the Hundred Days, and, for a time, associated himself 
with the excesses of the Royalist reaction. He gradually, however, drifted to 
liberalism and opposition, and, upon a change of ministry, obtained the London 
embassy, from which he was transferred to represent his country at the Con- 
gress of Yerona. Here he made himself mainly responsible for the iniquitous 
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invasion of Spain. He next received the portfolio of Foreign Affairs, but soon 
lost it hj the desertion of his colleagues on a financial question. After another 
interlude of pamphleteering, he accepted the embassy to Rome under the Marti- 
gnac administration, resigned it on Prince Polignac's accession to office, and, 
on the downfall of the elder branch of the Bourbons, made a last brilliant, 
but fruitless, protest from the tribune in defence of the principle of legitimacy. 
During the first half of Louis Philippe's reign he was still active with his pen, 
and was regarded as the most efficient champion of the exiled dynasty ; but, as 
years increased upon him, he relapsed into an attitude of complete discourage- 
ment. His translation of Milton belongs to the writings of his later days. He 
expired on July 4, 1848, affectionately tended by his old friend, Mme. Recamier, 
herself deprived of sight. 

GOVERNMENT INTERVENTION 

I SHALL at once set aside the personal objections, for 
private feelings must have no place here. I have no 
reply to make to mutilated pieces, printed by means 
unknown to me in foreign gazettes. I commenced my 
ministerial career with the honorable member who spoke 
last, during the Hundred Days, when we each had a port- 
folio ad interim^ he at Paris and I at Ghent. I was then 
writing a romance; he was employed on history; I still ad- 
here to romance. 

I am about to examine the series of objections presented 
at this tribune. These are numerous and diversified; but 
that I may not go astray in so vast a field, I shall arrange 
them under different heads. 

Let us first examine the question of intervention. Has 
one government a right to intervene in the internal affairs 
of another government? This great question of public 
right has been resolved in opposite ways; those who have 
connected it with natural law, as Bacon, Puffendorf, Gro- 
tius, and all the ancients, are of opinion that it is permitted 
to take up arms, in the name of human society, against a 
people who violate the principles upon which general order 
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is based, in the same manner as in private life we pnnish 
common disturbers of the peace. Those who look upon the 
question as a point of civil law maintain, on the contrary, 
that one government has no right to intervene in the affairs 
of another government. Thus, the former place the right of 
intervention in our duties, and the latter in our interests. 

Gentlemen, I adopt the principle laid down by the civil 
law; I take the side of modern politicians, and I say with 
them, no government has a right to intervene in the inter- 
nal affairs of another government. In fact, if this principle 
were not admitted, and especially by peoples who enjoy a 
free constitution, no nation could be free on its own soil; 
for the corruption of a minister, or the ambition of a king, 
would be suJBcient to occasion an attack upon any state 
which should endeavor to improve its condition. To the 
various causes of war, already too nnmerous, you would 
thereby add a perpetual principle of hostility, a principle 
of which every man in possession of power would be the 
judge, because he would always have the right of saying 
to his neighbors: **Your institutions displease me; change 
them, or I shall declare war against you. ' ' 

I hope my honorable opponents will acknowledge that 
I explain myself frankly. But in presenting myself in this 
tribune to maintain the justice of our intervention in the 
affairs of Spain, how am I to escape from the principle 
which I myself have enounced ? You shall see, gentlemen. 

When modern politicians had rejected the right of inter- 
vention, by quitting the natural, to place themselves within 
the civil law, they found themselves very much embar- 
rassed. Cases occurred in which it was impossible to ab- 
stain from intervention without putting the state in danger. 
At the commencement of the Be volution it was said: "Let 
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the oolonies perish rather than a principle!" and the col- 
onies accordingly perished. Was it right to say also: '*Let 
social order perish rather than a principle?'* That they 
might not be wrecked against the very rule they had es- 
tablished, they had recourse to an exception, by means of 
which they returned to the natural law, and said: '*No 
government has a right to intervene in the internal affairs 
of a nation, unless in such a case as may compromise the 
immediate safety and essential interests of that govern- 
ment." I shall presently quote the authority from which 
I borrow these words. 

The exception, gentlemen, does not appear to me more 
questionable than the rule; no state can allow its essential 
interests to perish, under the penalty of perishing itself as 
a state. Having reached this point of the question, the 
whole face of it is changed — we find ourselves altogether 
upon different ground. I am no longer bound to contest 
the rule, but to prove that the case of exception has oc- 
curred for France. 

Before I adduce the motives which justify your inter- 
vention in the affairs of Spain, I ought first, gentlemen, to 
support my statement on the authority of examples. - 1 
shall frequently have occasion in the course of my speech 
to speak of England, since my honorable opponents quote 
it every moment against us, in their extempore, as well as 
in their written and printed speeches. It was Great Britain 
alone who defended these principles at Verona, and it is she 
alone who now rises against the right of intervention; it is 
she who is ready to take up arms for the cause of a free 
people; it is she that reproves an impious war, hostile to 
the rights of man — a war which a little bigoted and servile 
faction wishes to undertake, to return on its conclusion to 
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barn the French eliartor, after baring rent to pieees ^bm 
Bpaniflb constitiitien. Ib not that it, gentlemen f We shall 
letnrn to all tiieee points; but first let us speak of the in* 
tervention. 

1 fear that mj honorable opponents have made a bad 
choice of their antiioritj. England, say theji has set us 
a great example by protecting the independence of nations. 
Let England, safe amid her waves, and defended by ancient 
institutions — let England — ^which has not suffered eidier the 
disasters of two inrasioms or the disorders of a thirty years' 
revolution — ^think that she has nothing to fear from Spain^ 
and feel averse to intervene in her affairs, nothing certainly 
can be more natural; but does it follow that France enjoys 
the same security, and is in the same position? When, 
under other circumstances, the essential interests of Great 
Britain have been compromised, did she not for her own 
safety, and very justly- without doubt, d«x>gate from the 
jHimnples which are now invoked in her name ? 

England, on going to war with France, promulgated, 
in the month of November, 1798, the famous declaration 
of WhitehalL Permit me, gentlemen, to read a passage of 
it for you. The document commences by recalling the 
of the Be volution, and then adds: 



^*The intentions set forth of reforming the abuses of the 
French government, of establishing upon a solid basis per- 
sonal liberty and the rights of property, of securing to a 
numerous people a wise legislation, an administration, and 
just and moderate laws — all these salutary views have un- 
happily disappeared; they have given place to a system 
destructive of all public order, maintained by proscriptions, 
by banishment, by confiscations without number, by arbi* 
trary imprisonment and by massacres, the memory of which 
Is frighldhil. The inhabitants of this unhappy country, m 
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long deoeiyed by promises of happinefls, always renewed al 
the epoch of every fresh crime, have been plunged into an 
abyss of calamities without example* 

**Thi8 state of affairs cannot subsist in Franoe, without 
implicating in one common danger all the neighboring 
powers, without giving them the right, without impoeiog 
upon them the duty of arresting the progress of an evil 
which only exists by the successive violation of all laws 
and every sense of propriety, and by the subversion of the 
fundamental principles which unite men, by the ties of 
social life. His Majesty certainly does not mean to dis- 
pute with France the right of reforming its laws; he would 
never wish to influence by external force the mode of gov- 
ernment of an independent state: nor does be desire it now 
but in so far as this object has become essential to the peace 
and security of other powers. Under these circumstances 
he demands of France, and his demand is based upon a 
just title, the termination at length of a system of anarchy 
which is only powerful in doing wrong, incapable of fulfill- 
ing toward the French people the first daty of government, 
to repress the disturbances and to punish the crimes which 
daily multiply in the interior of the country; but, on the 
contrary, disposing in an arbitrary manner of their lives and 
property, to disturb the peace of other nations, and to make 
all Europe the theatre of similar crimes and like calamities. 
He demands of France the establishment of a stable and 
legitimate government, founded on the recognized prin- 
ciples of universal justice, and calculated to maintain with 
other nations the customary relations of union and of peace. 
The king, on his part, promises beforehand a suspension of 
hostilities ; friendship in so far as he may be permitted by 
events which are not at the disposal of the human will ; and 
safety and protection to all those who, declaring themselves 
for a monarchical government, shall withdraw themselves 
from the despotism of an anarchy which has broken all 
the most sacred ties of society, rent asunder all the rela- 
tions of civil life, violated all rights, confounded all duties; 
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availing itself of the name of liberty to exercise the most 
jcrael tyranny, to annihilate all property, to seize upon all 
estates, founding its power on the pretended consent of the 
people, and raining whole provinces with fire and sword, for 
having reclaimed their laws, their religion, and their legiti- 
mate sovereign I " 

Well, gentlemen, what think yon of this declara- 
tion? Did yon not imagine that you were listening to 
the very speech pronounced by the king at the opening 
of the present session; bat that speech developed, ex- 
plained, and commented upon with equal force and elo- 
quence ? England says she acts in concert with her allies, 
and we should be thought criminal in also having allies I 
England promises assistance to French royalists, and it 
would be taken ill if we were to protect Spanish royal- 
ists I England maintains that she has the right of inter- 
vening to save herself and Europe from the evils that are 
desolating France, and we are to be interdicted from de- 
fending ourselves from the Spanish contagion! England 
rejects the pretended consent of the French people; she 
imposes upon France, as the price of peace, the condition 
of establishing a government founded on the principles of 
justice, and calculated to maintain the customary relations 
with other states, and we are to be compelled to recognize 
the pretended sovereignty of the people, the legality of a 
constitution established by a military revolt, and we are 
not to have the right of demanding from Spain, for our se- 
curity, institutions legalized by the freedom of Ferdinand! 

We must, however, be just: when England published 
this famous declaration, Marie Antoinette and Louis XYl. 
were no more. 1 acknowledge that Marie Josephine is, as 
yet, only a captive, and that nothing has yet been shed but 
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her tears; Ferdinand, also, is at present only a prisoner in 
his palace, as Louis XY 1. was in his, before he went to the 
Temple and thence to the sca£Eold. I do not wish to calum- 
niate the Spaniards, but neither do I wish to estimate them 
more highly than my own countrymen. Eevolutionary 
France produced a Convention, and why should not rev- 
olutionary Spain produce one also ? Shall I be told that 
by accelerating the movement of intervention we shall 
make the position of the monarch more perilous? But 
did England save Louis XYl. by refusing to declare her- 
self ? Is not the intervention which prevents the evil more 
useful than that by which it is avenged 7 Spain had a dip- 
lomatic agent at Paris at the period of the celebrated catas- 
trophe, and his prayers could obtain nothing. What was 
this family witness doing there ? He was certainly not re- 
quired to authenticate a death that was known to earth and 
heaven. Gentlemen, the trials of Charles I. and of Louis 
XVI. are already too much for the world, but another judi- 
cial murder would establish, on the authority of precedents, 
a sort of criminal right and a body of jurisprudence for tho 
use of subjects against their kings. 
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f ITOIB 8IMPLIGE GAMILLE BENOIST DESMOULINB was bom at Gaiaa 
'^ in Picardy on the 2d of March, 1760. He was educated at the OoUege U 
Louis le Grand. He was admitted to the bar of the Parliament of Fuia in 1786. 
In March, 1789, Desmoulins entered upon his political career. Haying been 
nominated Deputy from the bailiwick of Q-uise, he appeared at Laon as one oi 
the commissioners for the election of Deputies to the States-Qeneral summoned 
on the 24th of January. On the dismissal of Necker, Desmoulins was the chief 
factor in bringing about the organisation of the Parisian militia, and, later. In 
the taking of the Bastille. From that event dated the puUio literary career 
which lasted until his death. On the 16th of July his "La France libra" waa 
issued and attained wide popularity, securing for him the friendship and proteo- 
tion of Mirabeau. In November, 1789, Desmoulins issued the first number of 
'^Revolutions de France et de Brabant." Its publication oeased in July, 1792. 
Some time before the death of Mirabeau, Desmoulins had formed an allianoa 
with Danton, with whom he remained associated during the rest of hii lifs. In 
July, 1791, Desmoulins appeared before the municipality of Paris ■• iSbit head 
of a deputation of petitioners for the deposition of the King. On the Domina- 
tion of Danton to the post of Minister of Justice in 1792, Deamoulins waa 
appointed his Secretary-General. On September 8, he was eleotad one Of the 
Deputies for Paris to the National Convention and voted for the abolitioii of 
royalty and the death of the King. In December, 1793, was iseaed die ftrat 
number of the "Yieuz Cordelier," by which Danton's idea of demency waa 
formulated and upheld. On the 81st of March, 1794, Desmoulins was aneated 
and, on the 6th of April following, was executed by the gnillotine. 



LIVE FREE OR DIB 

FEBRUARY, 1788 

ONE difference between the monarchy ana the repub- 
lic, which alone should suffice to make the people 
reject with horror all monarchical role and make 
them prefer the republic regardless of the cost of its estab- 

lishment, is that in a democracy, though the people may 
(168) 
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be deceived, yet, at least, they love virtue. It is merit 
that they believe they put in power in place of the rascals 
who are the very essence of monarchies. The vices, the 
concealments, and the crimes which are the diseases of 
republics are the very health and existence of monarchies. 
Cardinal Bichelieu avowed openly in his political princi- 
ples, that ''the king should always avoid using the talents 
of thoroughly honest men." Long before him Sal lust said: 
*' Kings cannot get along without rascals. On the contrary, 
they should fear to trust the honest and the upright. ' ' 

It is, therefore, only under a denKXsracy that the good 
citizen can reasonably hope to see a cessation of the tri- 
umphs of intrigue and crime; and to this end the people 
need only to be enlightened. 

There is yet this difierence between a monarchy and the 
republic; the reigns of Tiberius, of Claudius, pf Nero, of 
Caligula, of Domitian, had happy beginnings. In fact, all 
reigns make a joyous entry, but only as a delusion. There- 
fore the Boyalists laugh at the present state of France as 
if its violent and terrible entry under the republic must 
always last. 

Eyerythii^ gives umbrage to a tyrant. If a citizen have 
popularity, he is becoming a rival to the prince. Conse- 
quently, he is stirring up civil strife, and is a suspect. If, 
on the contrary, he flee popularity and seclude himself in 
the comer of his own fireside, this retired life makes him 
remarked, and he is a suspect. If he is a rich man, there 
is an imminent peril that he corrupt the people with his 
largesses, and he is a suspect. Are you poor? How thenf 
Invincible emperors, this man must be closely watched ; no 
one so enterprising as he who has nothing. He is a suspect! 
Are you in character sombre, melancholy, or neglectful? 
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You are' afflicted by the condition of pabiic affairs, and 
are a suspect. 

if, on the contrary, the citizen enjoy himself and have 
resultant indigestion, he is only seeking diversion because 
his ruler has had an attaclc of gout, which made his Majesty 
realize his age. Therefore he is a suspect. Is he virtuous 
and austere in his habits ? Ah I he is a new Brutus with his 
Jacobin severity, censuring the amiable and well-groomed 
court. He is a suspect. If he be a philosopher, an orator, 
or a poet, it will serve him ill to be of greater renown than 
those who govern, for can it be permitted to pay more at- 
tention to the author living on a fourth floor than to the 
emperor in his gilded palace? He is a suspect. 

Has one made a reputation as a warrior — ^he is but the 
more dangerous by reason of his talent. There are many 
resources with an inefficient general. If he is a traitor he 
cauDot so quickly deliver his army to the enemy. But an 
officer of merit like an Agricola — if he be disloyal, not one 
can be saved. Therefore, all such had better be removed 
and promptly placed at a distance from the army. Yes, he 
is a suspect. 

Tacitus tells us that there was anciently in Bome a law 
specifying the crimes of '*16se-majest^." That crime car- 
ried with it the punishment of death. Under the Boman 
republic treasons were reduced to but four kinds, viz., 
abandoning an army in the country of an enemy; exciting 
sedition; the maladministration of the public treasury; and 
the impairment by inefficiency of the majesty of the Boman 
people. But the Boman emperors needed more claases, thai 
they could place cities and citizens under proscription. 

Augustus was the first to extend the list of offences that 
were *4dse-majest^*^ or revolutionary, and under his suo- 
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cessors the extensions were made until none was exempt. 
The slightest action was a state offence. A simple look, 
sadness, compassion, a sigh, even silence was "lese-maj- 
este" and disloyalty to the monarch. One must needs 
show joy at the execution of their parent or friend lest 
they would perish themselves. Citizens, liberty must be a 
great benefit, since Cato disembowelled himself rather than 
have a king. And what king can we compare in greatness 
and heroism to the Csesar whose rule Cato would not en- 
dure? Bousseau truly says: "There is in liberty as in 
innocence and virtue a satisfaction one only feels in their 
enjoyment and a pleasure which can cease only when they 
are lost." 
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^ In the aoath of Raooe, where his fKoSkj, who wen PMestanta, had long 
oocapied a high place among the bnighen of that dty. Bdncated at Geneva^ 
he went to Paris in 1805, to prepare for the har, bnt for some yean devoted 
bfaaaelf entirelj to literary ponoitB. In I8I9, he waa appointed ProlaaMff of 
Hodem History in Paris, and, after the restmallon of tiie Boorbons, waa made 
Secretary-Geneial to the Ministiy of the Interior. In 1816, he was praoooted 
to the Ooundl of State and to the general directorship of the departaoental and 
communal administration of 'the kingdom. Haying become one of the foondeiB 
of the liberal parfy, known as * 'doctrinaires,*' he became obnoxiooa to the 
friends of reaction, and in 1821 was deprired of his offices; four years later ha 
was eren prohibited from deliyering lectures. The following life years, daring 
which he acted aa one of the leaders of the Idberal Opposition, oonstitated the 
period of his greatest literary actiTity. He published a collection of memoirs, 
bearing on the history of Eng^d, In twentyndx yolumes, a similar collectioii 
relating to the history of France, in thirty-ime Tolomes, a revised tranalation of 
Shakespeare, and the first part of his history of the En^^ish revolution. Per- 
mitted in 1828 to resume the duties of his professor's chair, he deliyered a 
eourse of lectures which raised his reputation aa a historian to a great height^ 
and farmed the baaia of his general ^^Wstory of Oirillaation fai Borope," and 
^'History of Oiyiliaation in France." When Louis Philippe became King of the 
French, the Ministry of the Interior was allotted to QulEot. Subsequently, he 
became Minister of Public Instruction and to a large extent must be regarded 
as the creator of the existing educational estabUahments in France^ In the 
qxring of 1840 he accepted the post of Ambassador to London, but in October 
ef thB aame year he became Minister for Foreign Ailairs, to which, subse- 
quently, he added the post of Prime Minister. Qs adnotailBtratkm lasted for 
eight years, being the longest which existed under the con s t itu tional monarchy. 
When the government of Louis Philippe was overthrown. In 1848, he took te§» 
fV^ in UMmu Oniiot aorvived the lidl of the monarel^y twenigr-aix yearai 



a7d 



OIVILIZATIOK AKD THE INDIVIDUAL KAN 173 



CIVILIZATION AND THE INDIVIDUAL MAN 

BEING called upon to give a coarse of lectures, and 
having considered what subject would be most 
agreeable and convenient to fill up the short space 
allowed us from now to the close of the year, it has oc- 
curred to me that a general sketch of the history of modern 
EuropCi considered more especially with r^ard to the 
progress of civilization — ^that a general survey of the his- 
tory of European civilization, of its origin, its progress, 
its end, its character, would be the most profitable subject 
upon which I could engage your attention. . • . 

I shall commence this investigation by placing before 
you a series of hypotheses. I shall describe society in 
various conditions, and shall then ask if the state in which 
I so describe it is, in the general opinion of mankind, the 
state of a people advancing in civilization — ^if it answer to 
the signification which mankind generally attaches to this 
word. 

First, imagine a people whose outward circumstances 
are easy and agreeable: few taxes, few hardships; justice 
is fairly administered; in a word, physical existence, taken 
altogether, is satisfactorily and happily regulated. But 
with all this, the moral and intellectual energies of this 
people are studiously kept in a state of torpor and inert- 
ness. It can hardly be called oppression; its tendency is 
not of that character — ^it is rather compression. We are 
not without examples of this state of society. There have 
been a great number of little aristocratic republics in which 
the people have been thus treated, like so many flocks of 
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aheepi carefally tended, physically happy, but without 
the least intelleotual and moral aotivity. Is this oiviliza- 
tion? Do we recognize here a people in a state of moral 
and social advancement? 

Let ns take another hypothesis. Let us imagine a peo- 
ple whose outward circumstances are less favorable and 
agreeable; still, however, supportable. As a set-off, its 
intellectual and moral cravings have not here been en- 
tirely n^lected. A certain range has been allowed them 
—some few pure and elevated sentiments have been here 
distributed; religious and moral notions have reached a 
certain degree of improvement; but the greatest care has 
been taken to stifle every principle of liberty. The moral 
and intellectual wants of this people are provided for in 
the way that, among some nations, the physical wants have 
been provided for; a certain portion of truth is doled out 
to each, but no one is permitted to help himself — to seek 
for truth on his own account. Immobility is the character 
of its moral life; and to this condition are fallen most of 
the populations of Asia, in which theocratic government 
restrains the advance of man: such, for example, is the 
state of the Hindus. I again put the same question as 
before: Is this a people among whom civilization is 
going on? 

I will change entirely the nature of the hypothesis: 
Suppose a people among whom there reigns a very large 
stretch of personal liberty, but among whom also disorder 
and inequality almost everywhere abound. The weak are 
oppressed, afflicted, destroyed; violence is the ruling char- 
acter of the social condition* Every one knows that such 
has been the state of Europe. Is this a civilized state? 
It may, without doubt, contain germs of civilization which 
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may progressively shoot up ; but the actual state of things 
which preyails in this society is not, we may rest assuredi 
what the common-sense of mankind would call civilization. 

1 pass on to a foarth and last hypothesis. Ifivery indi* 
vidual here enjoys the widest extent of liberty; inequality 
is rare^ or, at least, of a very slight character. Every one 
does as he likes, and scarcely differs in power from his 
neighbor. But then here scarcely such a thing is known 
as a general interest; here exist but few public ideas; 
hardly any public feeling; but little society; in short, the 
life and facalties of individuals are put forth and spent 
in an isolated state, with but little regard to society, and 
with scarcely a sentiment of its influence. Men here exer- 
cise no influence upon one another; they leave no traces 
of their existence. Generation after generation pass away, 
leaving society just as they found it. Such is the condi- 
tion of the various tribes of savages; liberty and equality 
dwell among them, but no touch of *' civilization. 

I could easily multiply these hypotheses, but I presume 
that I have gone far enough to show what is the popular 
and natural signification of the word '^civilization." 

It is evident that none of the states which I have just 
described will correspond with the common notion of man- 
kind respecting this term. It seems to me that the first 
idea comprised in the word ''civilization" (and this may 
be gathered from the various examples which I have placed 
before you) is the notion of progress, of development. It 
calls up within us the notion of a people advancing, of 
a people in a course of improvement and melioration. 

Now, what is this progress? What is this develop- 
ment? In this is the great difficulty. The etymology of 
the word seems sufficiently obvious — ^it points at once to 
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the improvement of civil life. The first notion whioh 
strikes us in pronoancing it is the progress of society; the 
melioration of the social state; the carrying to higher per- 
fection the relations between man and man. It awakens 
within ns at once the notion of an increase of national 
prosperity, of a greater activity and better organization 
of the social relations. On one hand there is a manifest 
increase in the power and Veil-being of society at large; 
and on the other a more eqnitable distribution of this 
power and this well-being among the individuals of whioh 
society is composed. 

But the word *' civilization" has a more extensive sig- 
nification than this, which seems to confine it to the mere 
outward, physical organization of society. Now, if this 
were all, the human race would be little better than the 
inhabitants of an ant-hill or beehive; a society in which 
nothing was sought for beyond order and well-being — in 
which the highest, the sole aim, would be the production 
of the means of life, and their equitable distribution. 

But our nature at once rejects this definition as too 
narrow. It tells us that man is formed for a higher des- 
tiny than this. That this is not the full development of 
his character — that civilization comprehends something more 
extensive, something more complex, something superior to 
the perfection of social relations, of social power and well- 
being. 

That this is so, we have not merely the evidence of our 
nature, and that derived from the signification which the 
common-sense of mankind has attached to the word, but 
we have likewise the evidence of facts. 

N6 one, for example, will deny that there are commu« 
nities in whioh the social state of man is better — ^in which 
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the means of life are better supplied, are more vapidly pro* 
duoed, are better distribated tiian in others, whioh yet will 
be pronoonoed by the ananimoos vmoe ci mftnirin^ io bo 
saperiw in point <d cirilisation. 

Take Bome, for example, in the splendid days of the 
Republic, at the close of the second Punic War; the mo- 
ment of her greatest virtues, when she was rapidly ad- 
vancing to the empire of the world—- when her social con- 
dition was evidently improving. Take Some again under 
Augustus, at the commencement of her decline, when, to 
say the least, the progressive movement of society halted, 
when bad principles seemed ready to prevail; but is there 
any person who would not say that Home was more civil- 
ized under Augustus than in the days of Fabricius or 
Oincinnatus? 

Let us look further; let us look at France in the seven- 
teenth and eighteenth centuries. In a merely social point 
of view, as respects the quantity and the distribution of 
well-being among individuals, France, in the seventeenth 
and eighteenth centuries, was decidedly inferior to several 
of the other States of Europe; to Holland and England in 
particular. Social activity, in these countries, was greater, 
increased more rapidly, and distributed its fruits more 
equitably among individuals. Yet consult the general 
opinion of mankind, and it will tell you that France in 
the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries was the most 
civilized country of Europe. Europe has not hesitated to 
acknowledge this fact, and evidence of its truth will be 
found in all the great works of European literature. 

It appears evident, then, that, all that we understand 
by this term is not comprised in the simple idea of social 
well-being and happiness; and, if we look a little deeper, 
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we discover that| besides the progress and melioration of 
social life, another development is comprised in our notion 
of civilization: namely, the development of individoal life, 
the development of the human mind and its faculties — the 
development of man himself. 

It is this development which so strikingly manifested 
itself in France and Borne at these epochs; it is this ex- 
pansion of human intelligence which gave to them so great 
a degree of superiority in civilization. In these countries 
the godlike principle which distinguishes man from the 
brate exhibited itself with peculiar grandeur and power, 
and compensated in the eyes of the world for the defects 
of their social system. These communities had still many 
social conquests to make, but they had already glorified 
themselves by the intellectual and moral victories they 
had achieved. Many of the conveniences of life were here 
wanting; from a considerable portion of the community 
were still withheld their natural rights and political privi- 
leges; bat see the number of illustrious individuals who 
lived and earned the applause and approbation of their 
fellowmen. Here, too, literature, science, and art attained 
extraordinary perfection, and shone in more splendor than 
perhaps they had ever done before. Now, wherever this 
takes place, wherever man sees these glorious idols of his 
worship displayed in their full lustre — wherever he sees 
this fund of rational and refined enjoyment for the godlike 
part of his nature called into existence, there he recognizes 
and adores civilization. 

Two elements, then, seem to be comprised in the great 
fact which we call civilization ; two circumstances are nec- 
essary to its existence— it lives upon two conditions — it re- 
veals itself by two symptoms: the progress of society, thd 
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progress of indiyiduals; the melioration of the sooid sys- 
tem, and the expansion of the mind and faculties of man. 
Whereyer the exterior condition of man becomes enlarged, 
qnickened, and improved; wherever the intellectual nature 
of man distinguishes itself by its energy, brilliancy, and its 
grandeur; wherever these two signs concur, and they often 
do so, notwithstanding the gravest imperfections in the 
social system, there man proclaims and applauds civili- 
■ation. 

Such, if I mistake not, would be the notion mankind in 
general would form of civilization from a simple and ra- 
tional inquiry into the meaning of the term. This view 
of it is confirmed by history. If we ask of her what has 
been the character of every great crisis favorable to civ- 
ilization, if we examine those great events which all ac- 
knowledge to have carried it forward, we shall always 
find one or other of the two elements which I have just 
described. They have all been epochs of individual or 
social improvement— -events which have either wrought a 
change in individual man, in his opinions, his manners; 
or^ in his exterior condition, his situation as regards his 
relations with his fellowmen. Christianity, for example 
— ^I allude not merely to the first moment of its appear- 
ance, but to the first centuries of its existence — Christi- 
anity was in no way addressed to the social condition of 
man; it distinctly disclaimed all interference with it. It 
commanded the slave to obey his master. It attacked 
none of the great evils, nohe of the gross acts of injus- 
tice by which the social system of that day was disfigured; 
yet who but will acknowledge that Christianity has been 
one of the greatest promoters of civilization? And where- 
fof§? Because it has changed the interior oondition of 
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man, his opinionSi his sentiinentB; beoaose it has regen- 
erated hia morali his intellectoal oharacter. 

We have seen a crisis of an opposite nature; a crisis 
afiEeoting not the intellectaal, but the outward condition of 
man, which has changed and regenerated society. This 
also, we may rest assured, is a decisive crisis of civiliza- 
tion. If we search history through, we shall everywhere 
find the same result; we shall meet with no important 
event, which had a direct influence in the advancement 
of civilization, which has not exercised it in one of the 
two ways I have just mentioned. • . . 

When any great change takes place in the state of a 
country — when any great development of social prosperity 
is accomplished within it — any revolution or reform in the 
powers and privil^es of society, this new event naturally 
has its adversaries. It is necessarily contested and op- 
posed. Now what are the objections which the adver* 
saries of such revolutions bring against them? 

They assert that this progress of the social condition 
is attended with no advantage; that it does not improve 
in a corresponding degree the moral state— the intellectual 
powers of man; that it is a false, deceitful progress, which 
proves detrimental to his moral character, to the true inter- 
ests of his better nature. On the other hand, this attack is 
repulsed with much force by the friends of the movement. 
They maintain that the progress of society necessarily leada 
to the progress of intelligence and morality; that, in pro- 
portion as the social life is better regulated, individual 
life becomes more refined and virtuous. Thus the ques* 
tion rests in abeyance between the opposers and partisans 
of the change. 
I But reverse this hypothesis: suppose the moral devel« 
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0[»nent in progress. Whan* do the men who labor for it 
generally hope for? What, at the origin of societies, have 
the founders of religion, the sages, poeto, and philoso- 
phers, who have labored to regulate and refine the mannera 
of mankind, promised themselves? What but the melio- 
ration of the social condition; the more equitable distri- 
bution of the blessings of life? What, now, let me ask, 
shoidd be inferred from this dispute and from those hopes 
and promises? It may, I think, be fairly inferred that it 
is the spontaneous, intuitive conviction of mankind; that 
the two elements of civilization — ^the social and moral de- 
velopment — are intimately connected ; that, at the approach 
of one, man looks for the other. It is to this natural con- 
viction we appeal when, to second or combat either one or 
the other of the two elements, we deny or attest its union 
with the other. We know that if men were persuaded 
that the melioration of the social condition would operate 
against the expansion of the intellect, they would almost 
oppose and cry out against the advancement of society. 
On the other hand, when we speak to mankind of im- 
proving society by improving its individual members, 
we find them willing to believe us, and to adopt the prin- 
eiple. Hence, we may affirm that it is the intuitive be- 
lief of man that these two elements of civilization are 
intimately connected, and that they reciprocally produce 
one another. 

If we now examine the history of the world, we shall 
have the same result. We shall find that every expansion 
of human intelligence has proved of advantage to society; 
and that all the great advances in the social condition have 
turned to the profit of humanity. One or other of these 
facts may predominate, may shine forth with greater splen- 
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dor for a Beason^ and imprees up<Mi the BiOTement its owa 
particalar character. At timesy it may not be till after the 
lapse of a long intenral, aftw a thonaand transfonnationsi a 
thousand obstacles, that the second ahowa itself and eomeSi 
as it were, to complete the civilization which the first had 
begun; but when we look closely, we easily recognize the 
link by which they are connected. The movements of 
Providence are not restricted to narrow bounds; it is not 
anxious to deduce to-day the consequence of the premises 
it laid down yesterday. It may defer this for ages, till the 
fulness of time shall come. Its logic will not be less con- 
clusive for reasoning slowly. Providence moves through 
time, as the gods of Homer through space — ^it makes a 
^tep, and ages have rolled awayl How long a time, how 
many circumstances intervened, before the regeneration of 
the moral powers of man by Christianity exercised its 
great, its legitimate influence upon his social condition? 
Yet who can doubt or mistake its power? 

If we pass from history to the nature itself of the two 
facts which constitute civilization, we are infallibly led 
to the same result. We have all experienced this. If a 
man make a mental advance, some mental discovery, if be 
acquire some new idea, or some new faculty, what is the 
dosire that takes possession of him at the very moment he 
makes it? It is the desire to promulgate his sentiment to 
the exterior world — ^to publish and realize his thought. 
When a man acquires a new truth — ^when his being in 
his own eyes has made an advance, has acquired a new 
gift, immediately there becomes joined to this acquirement 
the notion of a mission. He feels obliged, impelled, as it 
were, by a secret interest, to extend, to carry out of himself 
the change, the melioration which has been accomplished 
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within him. To what but this do we owe the exertions 
of great reformers? The exertions of those great bene- 
factors of the human race, who have changed the face of 
the world, after having first been changed themselves, 
have been stimulated and governed by no other impulse 
than this. 

So much for the change which takes place in the in- 
tellectual man. Let us now consider him in a social 
state. A revolution is made in the condition of society. 
Rights and property are more equitably distributed among 
individuals; this is as much as to say, the appearance of 
the world is purer — is more beautiful. The state of things, 
both as respects governments, and as respects men in their 
relations with each other, is improved. And can there be a 
question whether the sight of this goodly spectacle, whether 
the melioration of this external condition of man, will have 
a corresponding influence upon his moral, his individual 
character — ^upon humanity? Such a doubt would belie all 
that is said of the authority of example and of the power 
of habit, which is founded upon nothing but the convic- 
tion that exterior facts and circumstances, if good, reason- 
able, well-regulated, are followed, sooner or later, more or 
less completely, by intellectual results of the same nature, 
of the same beauty; that a world better governed, better 
regulated, a world in which justice more fully prevails, 
renders man himself more just; that the intellectual man, 
then, is instructed and improved by the superior condition 
of society, and his social condition, his external well-being, 
meliorated and refined by increase of intelligence in indi- 
viduals; that the two elements of civilization are strictly 
connected; that ages, that obstacles of all kinds, may in- 
terpose between them; that it is possible they may un- 
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dergo a thousand transformations before they meet to- 
gether; but that sooner or later this nnion will take place 
is certain, for it is a law of their nature that they should 
do so— the great facts of history bear witness that such is 
really the case — ^the instinctive belief of man proclaims the 
same truth. 



BERRYER 



pIEBBB AISTTOVSTR BEBBYEE was bom at Paris, January 4, 1790. He 
*^ was educated at the CoUdge de Juilly. He took up the study of law, and 
was admitted to praotioe in 1811. In the conflict between Napoleon and the 
Bourbons Berryer showed himself an ardent Legitimist, and, in the spring of 
1816, at the opening of the campaign of the Hundred Days, he followed Louis 
XVHL to Ghent as a volunteer. After the Second Bestonition, he engaged in 
the unsaocesBful defence of Marshal Ney before the Chamber of Peers. In 1830 
Berryer was elected member of the Chamber of Deputies. After the Bevolution 
of July 3, 1830, the Legitimists withdrew in a body, Berryer alone retaining his 
seat, and, though a friend of the deposed king, remaining non-partisan. In 
May, 1832, he hastened from Paris to dissuade the Duchess of Berri, who had 
landed in the south of France with her son, the Duke of Bordeaux, from organ- 
izing an insurrection. Failing in this, he set out for Switzerland. Thoug^h 
later arrested and brought to trial as one of the insurgents, he was acquitted. 
In the following year he pleaded for the liberation of the Duchess, and made a 
speech in defence of Chateaubriand, who was prosecuted for his attacks on the 
government of Louis Philippe. Among the noteworthy events of his subse- 
quent career were his defence of Louis Napoleon after the affair of Boulogne in 
1840 and a visit to England in 1843 for the purpose of formally acknowledging 
the Duice of Bordeaux as the lawful king of France. Berryer was an active 
member of the National Assembly, convoked after the Bevolution of February, 
1848. His parliamentary career was temporarily closed by a protest against 
the eatip dTikU of December 2, 1861. After a lapse of twelve years, he reap- 
peared as a Deputy to the Corps L^islatil In the meantime, he had occupied 
himself in attempting to promote a fusion of the two branches of the Bourbon 
fiimily, and had made speeches at the trial of Montalembert in 1868 and in the 
dvil proceedings against Jerome Bonaparte in 1860. Berryer was elected a 
member of the French Academy in 1864. In 1866 be paid a visit to Lord 
Brougham and was received with honor in England. He died at his country 
Bcat in Aogerville on the 29th of Vovemloer, 1B68. 
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CENSORSHIP OP THE PRESS 

DELIVERED FEBRUARY 15. 1868 

I HAVE but few words to say in presenting a brief 
amendment to the press law now under discussion. 
This paragraph was suggested to me by the grave 
oircnmstances now existing which have a profound influ- 
ence on private rights. 

The principle of the matter now under consideration is 
this: Private life should be walled in and sacred, but pub- 
lic life has no such right. All public existence created by 
great public interests and all variations of these interests 
create a responsibility, and this responsibility is moral as 
well as material. There is no gainsaying this, and all pub- 
lic functionaries admit they are responsible for their per- 
sonal actions. But in opposition to them we find a body 
of men occupying an anomalous position. Immense es- 
tablishments have been founded, which have attained such 
exaggerated proportions in their influence on public and 
private life that the men responsible for their direction are 
more powerful than even public characters. I speak par- 
ticularly of the directors of the great corporate companies 
and financial institutions who are irresponsible, or at least 
their acts are impersonal and official and free from direct 
responsibility. 

What have we seen and what do we still see ? A large 
number of such establishments are founded; they develop 
and some crumble. Values or their equivalents have been 
emitted by these concerns under the direction of men re- 
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sponsible for nothing. They are issued in enonnons pro- 
portions up to the hundreds of millions, even to the billion 
mark. What is the character of many of these values cre- 
ated by establishments calling themselves French? What 
social, business, and political calamities have resulted? 
You have seen shares issued at five hundred francs sold 
for one thousand nine hundred francs and then fall, carry* 
ing ruin to the citizens to whom they had been transferred 
under the faith of the government, since the authorization 
of the government was necessary to the foundation of such 
establishments. And have any of them a censor placed 
near or over them? There should be rigorous censorship 
over all stock companies. They are freed from all super- 
vision now, and I believe it an error. Well, I ask when 
private fortune in such colossal proportions is exposed to 
disaster: Is this not a public danger? Is it not for the 
general interest that the actions of such societies, the com- 
merce of their directors and administrators, should be called 
to public attention, that every one may know what is oo- 
curring ? 

If, in reviewing the deeds of these gentlemen, we find 
that these deeds are criminal in character, and worthy of 
condemnation, is it well that the publisher of such news 
to the public should be prosecuted for defamation, be- 
cause he makes known to his fellow-citizens fraudulent 
manoeuvres and irregular operations, when in so doing he 
acts from an evident general interest of honesty against men 
who have in their hands the fate of interests so vast that it 
is really the cause of administrative justice to make publio 
the lies, falsities, and perils which are evident in much of 
the certificate values in circulation ? The Lord knows how, 
when one has had the oouxage to saji ''Here nn tjbm prac- 
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tic60| here are the seoiet acts, here is what menaoea yoa,** 
shall he be censured and punished for defamation as bay* 
ing brought disgrace to or soiled the dignity of such cor* 
porate administrators. I repeat that the proof of facts 
which interest private fortunes in such d^ree may be 
said to be public facts, and their free publication should 
be authorized. With this view I present the amendment 
to make such officials subject to the press censures appli^ 
oable to political and public funotionariea. 



VICTOR COUSIN 



WIGTOB COUSIN was bom in Paris, in 1792. At the age of ten, he sVii 
^ sent to the secondary school named Lyc^ Charlemagne, a seminary of a 
rank analogous to thai of a Prussian Gymnasium. Here he studied until he was 
eighteen, and then passed to the Normal School, an institution of the higher 
educational order corresponding to a first-class American university. In 1816-16 
he became an assistant to Boyer-Collard, who then occupied die chair of the 
history of modem philosophy. In 1817 he went to Germany, where he mec 
Hegel and Schelling. In 1821-22, when a reaction against Liberalism occurred, 
he was deprived of his position in the Normal School; in fact, that institution 
itself was shortly swept away, though it was afterward revived. During the 
next seven years Cousin published a number of books in which he set forth 
what is distinctive in his doctrines, that is to say his edecticism, his ontology 
and his philosophy of history. In 1828, he was recalled to the chair oC 
philosophy at the Sorbonne, and deliversd a series of leotnrss by whleh he 
acquired great distinction. The extracts, which are here reproduced, how- 
ever, are made from the lectures which were delivered in 1818, and which in 
1854 were revised and published under the title of **The True, the Beautifbl 
and the Good." The most permanent service rendered by Cousin to his coun- 
try was the organization of primary instruction, which he effected during the 
reign of Louis Philippe. We should mention that in 1832 he was made a peer 
of France, and in 1840 accepted the position of Minister of Instraction. Be 
was also director of the Normal School and virtual head of the university, and 
from 1840 he was a member of the Institute. After the coup d^lM of December 
2, 1861, he was deprived of his position as permanent member of the Saperior 
Council of Public Instraction, and henceforth Uved In retirement until his death 
in 1867. 

ELOQUENCE AS DISTINGUISHED FROJ» THE PINE ARTS 

IT WILL, perhaps, seem strange that we rank among 
the arts neither eloquence, nor history, nor philosophjo 
The arts are called the fine arts, because their sole 
object is to produce the disinterested emotion of beauty, 
without regard to the utility either of the spectator or the 
ariost. They are also called the liberal arts, because they 
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Iff e the arts of free men and not of slayeSi which affranchise 
the soul, charm and ennoble existence; hence the sense 
and origin of those expressions of antiquity, artes liberalesj 
artes ingenuce. There are arts without nobility, whose end 
is practical and material utility; they are called trades, 
such as that of the stove-maker and the mason. True art 
may be joined to them, may even shine in them, but only 
in the accessories and the details. 

Eloquence, history, philosophy, are certainly high em- 
plojrments of intelligence. They have their dignity, their 
eminence, which nothing surpasses; but rigorously speak- 
ing, they are not arts. . 

Eloquence does not propose to itself to produce in the 
soul of the auditors the disinterested sentiment of beauty. 
It may also produce this effect, but without having sought 
it. Its direct end, which it can subordinate to no other, 
is to convince, to persuade. Eloquence has a client which, 
before all, it must save or make triumph. It matters little 
whether this client be a man, a people, or an idea. Fortu- 
nate is the orator if he elicit the expression: That is beau- 
tiful I for it is a noble homage rendered to his. talent: 
unfortunate is he if he does not elicit this, for he has 
missed his end. The two great types of political and 
religious eloquence, Demosthenes in antiquity, Bossuet 
among the moderns, think only of the interest of the 
cause confided to their genius, the sacred cause of coun- 
try and that of religion, while at bottom Phidias and 
Baphael work to make beautiful things. Let us hasten 
to say, what the names of Demosthenes and Bossuet com- 
mand us to say, that true eloquence, very different from 
that of rhetoric, disdains certain means of success. It asks 
no more than to please, but without any sacrifice unworthy 
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of it; every foreign ornament degrades it. Its proper char- 
acter is simplicity, earnestness. I do not mean affected 
earnestness, a designed and artful gravity, the worst of 
all deceptions; I mean true earnestness, that springs from 
sincere and profound conviction. This is what Socrates 
understood by true eloquence. 

As much must be said of history and philosophy. The 
philosopher • speaks and writes. Can he, then, like the 
orator, find accents which make truth enter the soul; 
colors and forms that make it shine forth evident and 
manifest to the eyes of intelligence? It would be betray- 
ing his cause to neglect the means that can serve it; but 
the profoundest art is here only a means, the aim of phi- 
losophy is elsewhere; whence it follows that philosophy 
is not an art. Without doubt, Plato is a great artist; he 
is the peer of Sophocles and Phidias, as Pascal is some- 
times the rival of Demosthenes and Bossuet; but both 
would have blushed if they had discovered at the bottom 
of their souls another design, another aim than the service 
of truth and virtue. 

History does not relate for the sake of relating; it does 
not paint for the sake of painting; it relates and paints 
the past that it may be the living lesson of the future. 
It proposes to instruct new generations by the experience 
of those who have gone before them, by exhibiting to 
them a faithful picture of great and important events, with 
their causes and their effects, with general designs and 
particular passions, with the faults, virtues, and crimes 
that are found mingled together in human things. It 
teaches the excellence of prudence, courage, and great 
thoughts profoundly meditated, constantly pursued, and 
executed with moderation and force. It shows the vanity 
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of immoderate preteofliona, the power of wieckni end Tirtoe^ 

the impotence of folly and erime. Thncydidee, Polybinsi 
and Tacitus undertake anything rather than procuring 
new emotions for an idle curiosity or a womout imagina- 
tion. They doubtless desire to interest and attract, but 
more to instruct; they are the avowed masters of statesmen 
and the preceptors of mankind. 

The sole object of art is the beautiful. Art abandons 
itself as soon as it shuns this. It is often constrained to 
make concessions to circumstances, to external conditions 
that are imposed upon it; but it must always retain a just 
liberty. Architecture and the art of gardening are the 
least free of arts; they are subjected to unaroidable ob« 
stacles; it belongs to the genius of the artist to govern 
these obstacles, and even to draw from them happy effects, 
as the poet turns the slavery of metre and rhyme into a 
source of unexpected beauties. Extreme liberty may cany 
art to a caprice which degrades it, as chains too heavy 
crush it. It is the death of architecture to subject it to 
convenience, to comfort. Is the architect obliged to sub- 
ordinate general effect and the proportions of the edifice 
to such or such a particular end that is prescribed to him 7 
He takes refuge in details, in pediments, in frieaes, in all 
the parts that have not utility for a special object, and in 
them he becomes a true artist. Sculpture and painting, 
especially music and poetry, are freer than architecture 
and the art of gardening. One can also shackle them, but 
they disengage themselves more easily. 

Similar by their common end, all the arts differ by the 
particular effects which they produce, and by the processes 
which they employ. They gain nothing by exchanging 
their means and confounding the limits that separate 
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tbem. I bow before the aaihority of antiquity; but, per- 
bapS| through habit and a remnant of prejudicei 1 have 
Bome difficulty in representing to myself with pleasure 
statues composed of several metals, especially painted 
statues. Without pretending that sculpture has not to a 
certain point its color, that of perfectly pure matter, that 
especially which the hand of time impresses upon it, in 
spite of all the seductions of a contemporaneous artist of 
great talent, I have little taste, I confess, for that artifice 
that is forced to give to marble the morbidezza of painting. 
Sculpture is an austere muse; it has its graces, but they 
are those of no other art. Flesh-color must remain a 
stranger to it. Nothing more would remain to communi- 
cate to it but the movement of poetry and the indefinite- 
ness of music I And what will music gain by aiming at 
the picturesque, when its proper domain is the pathetic? 
Oive to the most learned symphonist a storm to render. 
Nothing is easier to imitate than the whistling of the winds 
and the noise of thunder. But by what combinations of 
harmony will he exhibit to the eyes the glare of the light- 
ning rending all of a sudden the veil of the night, and, 
what is most fearful in the tempest, the movement ji the 
waves that now ascend like a mountain, now descend and 
seem to precipitate themselves into bottomless abysses? 
If the auditor is not informed of the subject, he will never 
suspect it, rnd I defy him to distinguish a tempest from a 
battle. In spite of science and genius, sounds cannot paint 
forms. Music, when well guided, will guard itself from 
contending against the impossible; it will not undertake 
to express the tumult and strife of the waves and other 
similar phenomena; it will do more: with sounds it will 
fill the soul with the sentiments that succeed each other 
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in og during the different scenes of the tempert. Haydn 
will thus become the rival, even the yanqniaher of the 
painter, becanse it has been gLrea to mnaio to moTe and 
agitate the Bonl more profonndly than painting. 

Since the *'Laoco<Hi" of Lessingi it la no Imiger per- 
mitted to repeat, without great reeerve, the fiunona axiom 
— Ui pictura poesis; or, at least, it is very certain that 
painting cannot do everything that poetry can do. Bveiy* 
body admires the picture of Bamor, drawn by Virgil; but 
let a painter try .to realize this symbolic figure; let him 
represent to us a hnge monster with a hundred eyes, a 
hundred mouths, and a hundred ears, whose feet touch 
the earth, whose head is lost in the clouds, and such a 
figure will become very ridiculous. 

So the arts have a common end, and entirely different 
means. Hence the general rules common to all, and par* 
ticular rules for each. I have neither time nor space to 
enter into details on this point. I limit myself to repeat- 
ing that the great law which governs all others is ezpres* 
sion. Every work of art that does not express an idea 
signifies nothing; in addressing itself to such or such a 
sense, it must penetrate to the mind, to the soxd, and 
bear thither a thought, a sentiment capable of touching 
or elevating it. From this fundamental rule all the others 
are derived; for example, that which is continually aYid 
justly recommended— composition. To this is particularly 
applied the precept of unity and variety. But, in saying 
this, we have said nothing so long as we have not deter- 
mined the nature of the unity of which we would speak. 
True unity is unity of expression, and variety is made 
only to spread over the entire work the idea or the single 
sentiment that it should express. It is useless to remark^ 
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that between oomposition thus defined, and what is often 
called composition, as the symmetry and arrangement of 
parts according to artificial rules, there is an abyss. True 
composition is nothing else than the most powerful means 
of expression. 

Expression not only furnishes the general rules of art, 
it also gives the principle that allows of their classification. 

In fact, every classification supposes a principle that 
serves as a common measure. 

Such a principle has been sought in pleasure, and the 
first of arts has seemed that which gives the most vivid 
joys. But we have proved that the object of art is not 
pleasure — the more or less of pleasure that an art procures 
cannot, then, be the true measure of its value. 

This measure is nothing else than expression. Ex- 
pression being the supreme end, the art that most nearly 
approaches it is the first of all. 

All true arts are expressive, but they are diversely so. 
Take music; it is without contradiction the most pene- 
trating, the profoundest, the most intimate art. There is 
physically and morally between a sound and the soul a 
marvellous relation. It seems as though the soul were an 
echo in which the sound takes a new power. Extraordi- 
nary things are recounted of the ancient music. And it 
must not be believed that the greatness of effect supposes 
here very complicated means. No, the less noise music 
makes, the more it touches. Give some notes to Pergo- 
lese, give him especially some pure and sweet voices, and 
he returns a celestial charm, bears you away into infinite 
spaces, plunges you into ineflEable reveries. The peculiar 
power of music is to open to the imagination a limitless 
career, to lend itself with astonishing facility to all the 
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moods of each one, to arouse cft eahn, with the sounds of 
the simplest melody, our accustomed seiitiments, our fa- 
Torite affections. In this respect music is an art without 
a rival; however, it is not the first of arts. • . . 

Between sculpture and music, those two opposite ex- 
tremes, is painlj^ng, nearly as precise as the one, nearly as 
touching as the other. Like sculpture, it marks the visible 
forms of objects, but adds to them life; like music, it ex- 
presses the prof oundest sentiments of the soul, and expresses 
them all. Tell me what sentiment does not come within 
the province of the painter? He has entire nature at his 
disposal, the physical world, and the moral world, a 
churchyard, a landscape, a sunset, the ocean, the great 
scenes of civil and religious life, all the beings of creation 
— above all, the figure of man, and its expression, that liv- 
ing mirror of what passes in the soul. More pathetic than 
sculpture, clearer than music, painting is elevated, in my 
opinion, above both, because it expresses beauty more 
under all its forms, and the human soul in all the rich- 
ness and variety of its sentiments. 

But the art par excellence^ that which surpasses all 
others, because it is incomparably the most expressive, 
is poetry. 

Speech is the instrument of poetry; poetry fashions it 
to its use, and idealizes it, in order to make it express ideal 
beauty. Poetry gives to it the charm and power of meas- 
ure; it makes of it something intermediary between the 
ordinary voice and music — something at once material and 
immaterial, finite, clear, and precise — ^like contours and 
forms the most definite, living and animated; like color 
pathetic, and infinite like sound. A word in itself, es- 
pecially a word chosen and transfigured by poetry, is the 
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most energetic and aniversal symbol. Armed with this 
talisman, poetry reflects all the images of the sensible 
world, like sculpture and painting; it reflects sentiment 
like painting and music, with all its varieties, which 
music does not attain, and in their rapid succession that 
painting cannot follow, as precise and immobile as sculp- 
ture; and it not only expresses all that; it expresses what 
is inaccessible to every other art — ^I mean thought, entirely 
distinct from the senses and even from sentiment — ^thought 
that has no forms — ^thought that has no color, that lets no 
sound escape, that does not manifest itself in any way — 
thought in its highest flight, in its most refined abstraction. 

Think of it. What a world of images, of sentiments, of 
thoughts at once distinct and confused, are excited within 
us by this one word — country! and by this other word, 
brief and immense — God I What is more clear and alto- 
gether more profound and vast I 

Tell the architect, the sculptor, the painter, even the 
musician, to call forth also by a single stroke all the pow- 
ers of nature and the soul I They cannot, and by that they 
acknowledge the superiority of speech and poetry. 

They proclaim it themselves, for they take poetry for 
their own measure; they esteem their own works, and de- 
mand that they should be esteemed, in proportion as they 
approach the poetical ideal. And the human race does as 
artists do: a beautiful picture, a noble melody, a living and 
expressive statue, gives rise to the exclamation. How po- 
etical! This is not an arbitrary comparison; it is a natural 
judgment which makes poetry the type of the perfection of 
all the arts — the art par eoccellence, which comprises all 
others, to which they aspire, which none can reach. 

When the other arts would imitate the works of poetry, 
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they QSTiallj err, losing their own genius, withont robbing 
poetry of its genias. But poetry constructs, according to 
its own taste, palaces and temples, like arohitectore; it 
makes them simple or magnificent; all orders, as well as 
all systems, obey it; the different ages of art are the same 
to it; it reproduces, if it please, the Classic or the Oothic, 
the beautiful or the sublime, the measured or the infinite. 
Lessing has been able, with the exactest justice, to com- 
pare Homer to the most perfect sculptor; with such pre- 
cision are the forms which that marvellous chisel gives to 
all beings determined! And what a painter, too, is Homer I 
And, of a different kind, Dante I Music alone has some- 
thing more penetrating than poetry, but it is vague, lim- 
ited, and fugitive. Besides its clearness, its variety, its 
durability, poetry has also the most pathetic accents. Gall 
to mind the words that Priam utters at the feet of Achilles 
while asking him for the dead body of his son, more than 
one verse of Virgil, entire scenes of the **Cid" and the 
**Polyeucte," the prayer of Esther kneeling before the 
Lord, or the choruses of ** Esther" and **Athalie." In 
the celebrated song of Pergolese, '*Stabat Mater Dolorosa," 
we may ask which moves most, the music or the words. 
The **Dies Irse, Dies Ilia," recited only, produces the most 
terrible effect. In those fearful words, every blow tells, so 
to speak; each word contains a distinct sentiment, an idea 
at once profound and determinate. The intellect advances 
at each step, and the heart rushes on in its turn. Human 
speech, idealized by poetry, has the depth and brilliancy 
of musical notes; it is luminous as well as pathetic; it 
speaks to the mind as well as to the heart; it is in that 
inimitable, unique, and embraces all extremes and all 
contraries in a harmony that redoubles their reciprocal 
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effect— in whioh^ by tarns, appear and are dereloped all 
images, all sentiments, ail ideas, all the homan facaltiesi 
all the inmost recesses of the soul, all the forms of things 
all real and all intelligible wwldsl 



LIBERTY 

PASSIONS abandoning themselves to their caprices 
are anarchy. Passions concentrated npon a domi- 
nant passion are tyranny. Liberty consists in the 
straggle of will against this tyranny and this anarchy. 
But this combat must have an aim, and this aim is the 
duty of obeying reason, which is our true sovereign, and 
justice, which reason reveals to us and prescribes for us. 
The duty of obeying reason is the law of will, and will is 
never more itself than when it submits to its law. We 
do not possess ourselves as long as to the domination of 
desire, of passion, of interest, reason does not oppose the 
counterpoise of justice. Season and justice free us from 
the yoke of passions, without imposing upon us another 
yoke. For, once more, to obey them is not to abdicate 
liberty, but to save it, to apply it to its legitimate use. 

It is in liberty and in the agreement of liberty with 
reason and justice that man belongs to himself, to speak 
properly. He is a person only because he is a free being 
enlightened by reason. 

What distinguishes a person from a simple thing is 
especially the difierence between liberty and its oppositOe 
A thing is that which is not free, consequently that which 
does not belong to itself, that which has no self, which 
has only a numerical individuality, a perfect effigy of trua 
individuality, wjiich is that of person. 
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A thing not belonging to itself beloi^ to the first 
person that takes possession of it and puts his mark 
on it. 

A thing is not responsible for the movements which 
it has not willed, of which it is even ignorant. Person 
alone .is responsible, for it is intelligent and free; and it is 
responsible for the use of its intelligence and freedom. 

A thing has no dignity; dignity is only attached to 
person. 

A thing has no value by itself; it has only that which 
person confers on it. It is purely an instrument whose 
whole value consists in the use that the person using it 
derives from it. 

Obligation implies liberty ; where liberty is not duty is 
wanting, and with duty right is wanting also. 

It is because there is in me a being worthy of respect, 
that I have the duty of respecting it, and the right to 
make it respected by you. My duty is the exact measure 
of my right. The one is in direct ratio with the other. 
If I had no sacred duty to respect what makes my person, 
that is to say, my intelligence and my liberty, I should 
not have the right to defend it against your injuries. But 
as my person is inviolable and sacred in itself, it follows 
that, considered in relation to me, it imposes on me a 
duty, and considered in relation to you, it confers on 
me a right. 

I am not myself permitted to degrade the person that 
I am by abandoning myself to passion, to vice, and to 
crime, and I am not permitted to let it be degraded 
by you. 

The person is inviolable; and it alone is inviolable. 

It is inviolable not only in the intimate sanctuary of 
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conscioQsnesB, bat in aU its legitimate manifeBtatioiiB, in 
its acts, in the prodnet of its sets, even in the instruments 
that it makes its own by using them. 

Therein is the foundation of the sanctity of property. 
The first property is tiie person. AU other properties are 
derived fr<xn that. Think of it well. It is not property 
in itself that has rights, it ki the proprietor, it is the per- 
son that stamps upon it, with its own character, its right 
and its titie. 

The person cannot cease to belong to itself, without 
degrading itself — ^tt k to itself inalienable. The person 
has no right oyer its^; it cannot treat itself as a thing, 
cannot sell itself, cannot destroy itself, cannot in any way 
abolish its free will and its liberty, which are its constit- 
uent elements. 

Why has the child already some rights? Because it 
will be a free being. Why have the old man, returned to 
infancy, and the insane man still some rights? Because 
they have been free beings. We eyen respect liberty in 
its first glimmerings or its last vestiges. Why, on the 
other hand, have the insime man and the imbecile old 
man no longer all their rights? Because they have lost 
liberty. Why do we enchain the furious madman? Be- 
cause he has lost knowledge and liberty. Why is slavery 
an abominable institution ? Because it is an outrage up<Hl 
what constitutes humanity. This is the reason why, in 
fine, certain extreme devotions are sometimes sublime 
faults, and no one is permitted to ofier them, much less 
to demand them. There is no legitimate devotion against 
the very essence of right, against liberty, i^^nst justicey 
9gainst the dignity of the human person* 
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LAW 

THEBE is an education of liberty as well as onr other 
faculties. It is sometimes in subduing the body, 
sometimes in governing our intelligence, especially 
in resisting our passions, that we learn to be free. We 
encounter opposition at each step — the only question is 
not to shun it. In this constant struggle liberty is formed 
and augmented, until it becomes a habit. 

Finally, there is a culture of sensibility itself. Fortu- 
nate are those who have received from nature the sacred 
fire of enthusiasm I They ought religiously to preserve it. 
But there is no soul that does not conceal some fortunate 
vein of it. It is necessary to watch it and pursue, to avoid 
what restrains it, to seek what favors it, and, by an assid- 
uous culture, draw from it, little by little, some treasures. 
If we cannot give ourselves sensibility, we can at least 
develop what we have. We can do this by giving our- 
selves up to it, by seizing all the occasions of giving 
ourselves up to it, by calling to its aid intelligence itself; 
for the more we know of the beautiful and the good, the 
more we love it. Sentiment thereby only borrows from 
intelligence what it returns with usury. Intelligence in 
its turn finds, in the heart, a rampart against sophism. 
Noble sentiments, nourished and developed, preserve 
from those sad systems that please certain spirits so 
much only because their hearts are so small. 

Man would still have duties, should he cease to be in 
relation with other men. As long as he preserves any 
intelligence and any liberty, the idea of the good dwells 



LAW 208 

in him, and with it duty. Were we cast upon a desert 
island, duty would follow us thither. It would be beyond 
belief strange that it should be in the power of certain 
external circumstances to afiranchise an intelligent and 
free being from all obligations toward his liberty and his 
intelligence. In the deepest solitude he is always and 
consciously under the empire of a law attached to the 
person itself, which, by obligating him to keep continual 
watch over himself, makes at once his torment and his 
grandeur^ 

If the moral person is sacred to me, it is not because 
it is in me — it is because it is the moral person. It is in 
itself respectable; it will be so, then, wherever we meet it 

It is in you as in me, and for the same reason. In 
relation to me it imposes on me a duty; in you it becomes 
the foundation of a right, and thereby imposes on me a 
new duty in relation to you. 

I owe to you truth as I owe it to myself; for truth is 
the law of your reason as of mine. Without doubt there 
ought to be measure in the communication of truth — ^all 
are not capable of it at the same moment and in the 
same degree. It is necessary to portion it out to them 
in order that they may be able to receive it; but, in fine, 
the truth is the proper good of the intelligence; and it 
is for me a strict duty to respect the development of 
your mind, not to arresty and even to favor its progress 
toward truth. 

I ought also to respect your liberty. I have not even 
always the right to hinder you from committing a fault. 
Liberty is so sacred that, even when it goes astray, it still 
deserves, up to a certain point, to be managed. We are 
often wrons in wishing to prevent too much the evil that 
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God himself pemutiL Souls may be eorrapted by an at- 
tempt to parify them. 

I on^t to respect yoa in your affections, which make 
part of yonraelf ; and of all the affections tiiere are none 
more holy than those of the family. There is in ns a need 
of expanding onrselTcs beyond onrselyes, yet without dis- 
pelling oarselves, of establishing onrselTCS in some souls 
by a regular and consecrated affection — to this need the 
family responds. The love of men is something of the 
general good. The family is still almost the indiyidoali 
and not merely the individual — it only requires us to love 
as much as ourselves what is almost ourselves. It attaches 
one to the other, by the sweetest and strongest of all ties 
^-father, mother, child; it gives to this sure succor in the 
love of its parents — ^to these hope, joy, new life, in their 
child. To violate the conjugal or paternal right is to 
violate the person in what is perhaps its most sacred 
possession. 

I ought to respect your body, inasmuch as it belongs 
to you, inasmuch as it is the necco^sary instrument of your 
person. I have neither the right to kill you, nor to wound 
yoU| unless I am attacked and threatened; then my vio- 
lated liberty is armed with a new right, the right of de- 
fence and even constraint. 

I owe respect to your goods, for they are the product 
of your labor; I owe respect to your labor, which is your 
liberty itself in exercise; and, if your goods come from 
an inheritance, I still owe respect to the free will that has 
transmitted them to you. 

Bespect for the rights of others is called justice; every 
Tiolation of a right is an injustice. 

Bvery injustice is an encroachment upon our person-— 
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to rtlrenoli the least of our rights is to diminish our moral 
penoBi is, at least, so far as that retrenchment goes, to 
abase ns to the condition of a thing. 

The greatest of all injustices, becaase it comprises all 
others, is slarery. Slavery is the subjecting of all the 
faculties of one man to the profit of another man. The 
slare develops his intelligence a little only in the interest 
of another — ^it is not for the purpose of enlightening him, 
but to render him more useful, that some exercise of mind 
IS allowed him. The slave has not tiie liberty of his move- 
ments; he is attached to the soil, is sold with it, or he is 
cludned to the person of a master. The slave should have 
no affection, he has no family, no wife, no children — he has 
a female and little ones. His activity does not belong to 
him, for the product of his labor is another's. But, that 
nothing may be wanting to slavery, it is necessary to go 
further— in the slave must be destroyed the inborn senti- 
ment of liberty; in him must be extinguished all idea of 
right; for, as long as this idea subsists, slavery is uncer- 
tain, and to an odious power may respond the terrible 
right of insurrection, that last resort of the oppressed 
against the abuse of force. 

Justice, respect for the person in everything that con 
stitutes the person, is the first duty of man toward his fel- 
lowman. Is this duty the only one? 

When we have respected the person of others, when we 
have neither restrained their liberty, nor smothered their 
intelligence, nor maltreated their body, nor outraged their 
family, nor injured their goods, are we able to say that we 
have fulfilled the whole law in regard to them? One who 
is unfortunate is suffering before us. Is our conscience 
satisfied, if we are able to bear witness to ourselves that 
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we have not oontribQted to his sufferings 7 No; some- 
thing tells ns that it is still good to give him bread, snc- 
eor, consolation. 

There is here an important distinction to be made. If 
yon have remained hard and insensible at the sight of an- 
other's misery, conscience cries oat against yoa; and yet 
this man who is suffering, who, perhaps, is ready to die, 
has not the least right over the least part of your fortune, 
were it immense; and, if he use yiolence for the purpose 
of wresting from you a single penny, he would commit a 
urime. We here meet a new order of duties that do not 
correspond to rights. Man may resort to force in order 
to make his rights respected ; he cannot impose on another 
any sacrifice whatever. Justice respects or restores; char- 
ity gives, and gives freely. 

Charity takes from us something in order to give it to 
our fellowmen. If it go so far as to inspire us to renounce 
our dearest interests, it is called devotedness. 

It certainly cannot be said that to be charitable is not 
obligatory. But this obligation must not be regarded as 
precise, as inflexible as the obligation to be just Charity 
is a sacrifice; and who can find the rule of sacrifice, the 
formula of self-renunciation? For justice, the formula is 
clear — to respect the rights of another. But charity knows 
neither rule nor limit. It transcends all obligation. Its 
beauty is {veoisely in its liberty. 
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POLITICS 

TBUB politics does not depend on more or less well* 
directed historical researches into the profound night 
of a past forever vanished and of which no vestige 
subsists; it rests on the knowledge of human nature. 

Wherever society is, wherever it was, it has for its 
foundations: First, The need that we have of our fellow- 
creatures, and the social instincts that man bears in him- 
self; second, The permanent and indestructible idea and 
sentiment of justice and right. 

Man, feeble and powerless when he is alone, profoundly 
feels the need that he has of the succor of his fellow-creat- 
ui^es in order to develop his faculties, to embellish his 
life, and even to preserve it. Without reflection, without 
convention, he claims the hand, the experience, the love 
of those whom he sees made like himself. The instinct 
of society is in the first cry of the child that calls for the 
mother's help without knowing that it has a mother, and 
in the eagerness of the mother to respond to the cries of 
the child. It is in the feelings for others that nature has 
put in us — ^pity, sympathy, benevolence. It is in the at- 
traction of the sexes, in their union, in the love of parents 
for their children, and in the ties of every kind that these 
first ties engender. If Providence has attached so much 
sadness to solitade, so much charm to society, it is be- 
cause society is indispensable for the preservation of man 
and for his happiness, for his intellect and moral devel- 
opment. But if need and instinct begin society, it is jus- 
tice that completes it. ^ 

In the presence of another man, without any external 
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laW| without any oompaety it is wrilniiwifc tkal I know that 
he is a man, that is to lay, that he ie intfliltgwit and free, 
in Older to know that he haa ri^ti, and to know that I 
onght to raipeot hia righta aa he ought to l e apoct mine. 
As he is no freer than I aiBf nor I dian he, we reeogniae 
toward each other equal righta and eqnal duties. If he 
abase hia foroe to violate the equality <rf oar rights, I 
know that I hare the right to defend myself and make 
myself respected; and if a third party be found between 
us, without any personal interest in the quarrel, he knows 
that it is his right and his duty to use force in order to 
protect the feeble, and even to make the oppressor expiate 
his injustice by a chastisement Therein is already seen 
entire society with its essential principles^-justieei Ubtfty, 
equality, government, and punishment. 

Justice is the guaranty of liberty. True liberty does 
not consist in doing what we will, but in doing what we 
have a right to do. Liberty of passion and caprice would 
have for its consequence the enslavement of the weakest 
to the strongest, and the enslavement of the strongest 
themselves to their unbridled desires. Han ia truly free 
in the interior of his consciousness only in resisting pas- 
sion and obeying justice; therein, also, is the type of true 
social liberty. Nothing is ftdser than the opinion that 
society diminishes our mutual liberty; fax from that, it 
secures it, develops it; what it suppresses is not liberty, 
it is its opposite, passion. Society no more injures liberty 
than justice, for society is nothing else than the very idea 
of justice realized. 

In securing liberty, justice secures equality also. If 
men are unequal in phy&ical force and intelligence, they 
are equal in so far as they are free beings, and conse- 
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quentiy equally worthy of respect All men, when they 
bear the sacred character of the moral person, are to be 
respected, by the same title, and in the same degree. 

The limit of liberty is in liberty itself;. the limit of 
right is in duty. Liberty is to be respected, provided it 
injure not the liberty of another. I ought to let you do 
what you please, but on the condition that nothing which 
you do will injure my liberty. For then, in virtue of my 
right of liberty, I should regard myself as obligated to re- 
press the aberrations of your will, in order to protect my 
own and that of others. Society guarantees the liberty of 
each one, and if one citizen attack that of another, he is 
arrested in the name of liberty. For example, religious 
liberty is sacred. You may, in the secret of conscious* 
ness, invent for yourself the most extravagant supersti- 
tion; but if you wish publicly to inculcate an immoral 
worship, you threaten the liberty and reason of your citi- 
zens: such preaching is interdicted. 

From the necessity of repressing springs the necessity 
of a constituted repressive force. 

Eigorously, this force is in us; for, if I am unjustly 
attacked, I have the right to defend myself. But, in the 
first place, I may not be the strongest; in the second place, 
no one is an impartial judge in his own cause, and what I 
regard or give out as an act of legitimate defence may be 
an act of violence and oppression. 

So the protection of the rights of each one demands an 
impartial and disinterested force that may be superior to 
all particular forces. This disinterested party, armed with 
the power necessary to secure and defend the liberty of 
all, is called government. 

The right of government expresses the rights of aU 
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and each. It is the right of personal defence transferred 
to a public force, to the profit of common liberty. 

Oovemment is not, then, a power distinct from and 
independent of society; it draws from society its whole 
force. It is not what it has seemed to two opposite 
schools of publicists — ^to those who sacrifice society to 
government — ^to those who consider government as the 
enemy of society. If government did not represent so- 
ciety, it would be only a material, illegitimate, and soon 
powerless force ; and without government society would be 
a war of all against all. Society makes the moral power 
of government, as government makes the security of so- 
ciety. Pascal is wrong when he says that, not being able 
to make what is just powerful, men have made what is 
powerful just. Government, in principle at least, is pre- 
cisely what Pascal desired — ^justice armed with force. 

It is a sad and false political system that places society 
and government, authority and liberty, in opposition to 
each other, by making them come from two different 
sources, by presenting them as two contrary principles. 
I often hear the principle of authority spoken of as a 
principle apart, independent, deriving from itself its 
force and legitimacy, and consequently made to rule. 
No error is deeper and more dangerous. Thereby it is 
thought to confirm the principle of authority; far from 
that, from it is taken away its solidest foundation. Au- 
thority — that is to say, legitimate and moral authority — ^is 
nothing else than justice, and justice is nothing else than 
the respect of liberty; so that there is not therein two dif- 
ferent and contrary opinions, but one and the same prin- 
ciple, of equal certainty and equal grandeur, under all its 
forms and in all its applications. 
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MEXICO AND LOUIS NAPOLEON'S POLICIES 

DEUVBRED IN DISCUSSING THE BUDGET IN THE FRENCH LEGISUTIVE 

ASSEMBLY. JUNE a, 1865 

GENTLEMEN— When I last year had the honor 
of addressing you for the first time on the state 
of our finances, I endeavored to give a retrospec- 
tive view of them for the last twenty years, and to show 
from what causes oar expenditure had risen in the last 
few years from about 1,600 millions to nearly 2,800 mil* 
lions. To me the causes are evident enough; and had 
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there been any doubt, the propositions now made to us 
would suffice to remove it. Within the last fortnight 360 
millions have been demanded for France in general, and 
260 for Paris; in all, 610 millions. It is said that a law 
is now under consideration in the Council of State demand- 
ing 100 or 200 millions more, making 700 or 800 millions 
in the space of a few weeks. I need not dwell on the 
causes of the increase of our budgets; I will only make 
a concise statement concerning them. I will afterward 
show the financial situation which those causes have pro- 
duced; in short, I will attempt to present a balance sheet 
of our finances. I believe you will agree with me in 
tibinking that the causes are these — Since our new insti- 
tutions have diminished the share which our nation took 
in managing its own affairs, it was feared that the activity 
of mind with which I am reproached might be dangerous, 
unless means should be found to occupy the attention of 
the country. These means, sometimes dangerous, always 
odious, have been wars abroad, and enormous expenditure 
and great speculations at home. After great wars came 
small ones — small, if we consider the number of men en- 
gaged, but large if we consider their distance aud the seri- 
ous complications they may cause. The war in Mexico 
has already cost us more than the Italian war, to say 
nothing of tbe complications it may entail. The war ex- 
penditure has, of course, been met by loans, and the public 
debt has consequently been considerably increased. Next 
come our great public works, an excellent employment for 
the country's savings in time of peace, as every sensible 
man will acknowledge; but we ought to proceed prudently. 
It is a mistake to suppose, as some do, that there need be 
no limit to the application of our savings to public works; 
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agriculture and manufactures ought to have their sharci 
and if only a portion should be employed by the State in 
improving roads, canals, and other means of communica- 
tion, still less should be devoted to the mere embellish- 
ment of towns. It is certainly necessary to widen the 
streets and improve the salubrity of cities, but there is 
no necessity for such vast changes as have been operated 
in Paris, where, as I think, all reasonable limits have been 
exceeded. The contagion of example is to be feared. The 
proverb says that he who commits one folly is wise. If 
Paris only were to be rebuilt, I should not have much to 
say against it, but you know what La Fontaine wittily 
says: 

'^out bourgeois yeut hAtar comme le grand aeignem; 
Tout petit prince a des ambassadeurs, 
Tout marquis veut avoir des pages." 

The glory of the Prefect of the Seine has troubled the 
repose of all the prefects. The Prefect of the Seine has 
rebuilt the Tuileries, and the Prefect of the Bouches-du- 
Bhdne wants to have his Tuileries also. Last year the 
Minister of State answered me that only a trifling expen- 
diture was intended, not more than six millions; but it 
appears from the debates of the Council-General that the 
expense will be twelve or fourteen millions, and some per- 
sons say as much as twenty millions. I know that the Pre- 
fect of the Bouches-du-Bhdne is a senator; but if it takes 
twelve millions to build him a residence, that is a lai^e 
sum. All the other prefects will be eager to follow his 
example, as the Prefect of Lisle has already. The sub- 
prefects, also, will want new residences and new furniture. 
Where would all this lead to? The Minister of Public 
Works, full of gloiy, must have more consideration for 
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the cares of the Minister of Finance. Bat here we have 
a new Minister of Public Works with a new glory to 
make, and demands for millions multiply. The Minister 
of Finance defends himself as best he can, but appears to 
be conquered; he might resist by resigning, certainly; but 
that is a means borrowed from past days. A compromise 
is at last effected. To spare the Treasury, one hundred 
millions are to be obtained by selling part of the state 
forests. For this, however, your consent is necessary; 
but the matter is settled in principle, and the public do- 
main will supply the funds which the Treasury refuses. 
By whom is this torrent of expenditure to be arrested? 
By yourselves, gentlemen; your wisdom, patriotism, and 
courage can alone achieve the task. Your responsibility 
is great, especially in financial matters; in politics, your 
powers may be contested to a certain extent; but in ques- 
tions of finance they are undisputed. In finances, you, 
therefore, are responsible for everything. It is time to 
halt in this course of expenditure, and not to imitate 
those sinners who are always talking of reforming and 
after ail die in final impenitence. 

We are often told that financial science is obscure; but 
the assertion is untrue. Sciences are never obscure, except 
through the dulness of those who expound them, or the 
charlatanism of those who assume a false air of profundity. 
I will take my examples from private life. Let us suppose 
two fathers, one methodical, strict, and somewhat morose; 
the other easy and good-natured. The former will regulate 
his expenditure according to his income, and fix limits 
which he will not pass; during the year this may cause 
some unpleasantness to himself and his family, but when 
settling day comes he has neither anxiety nor embarrass- 
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ment The latter takes no such precautions; he passes 
quietly through the year, restricting neither his own ex- 
penditure nor that of his family; but when he settles his 
accounts he finds that he has exceeded his income, and is 
obliged to encroach on his capital to pay his debts; and 
thus goes on from year to year with ever-increasing em- 
barrassment till ruin stares him in the face. The stem 
father, meanwhile, has preseryed or even increased his 
estate, and taught his children that which will be useful 
to them through life. As in private life, so it is in public 
affairs. Statesmen have the same passions as other men, 
and it is only by resisting these passions that they can 
save the state. I will now apply these reflections to our 
finances. What is the principle which governs their ad- 
ministration ? You have five budgets, and I will show the 
consequences of this multiplicity. First, there is the ordi- 
nary one, which ranges from 1,870 to 1,780 millions; this 
year it is 1,700 millions. Then there is a special budget 
for the departments and communes, varying from 230 to 
240 millions. Next comes the extraordinary budget, from 
120 to 140 millions. But that is not all. As the budget is 
voted a year beforehand, all expenses have not been fore- 
seen, and at the end of the year a rectificative budget of 
100 millions is required: so that the total budget exceeds 
2,200 millions. Then, when the final settlement comes, it 
is found that certain expenses have exceeded the credits 
voted, while other credits have not been employed; the 
latter are made set-offs against the former, but there is al- 
ways a balance required of from twenty to eighty millions 
which has to be voted by special laws. The budget is thus 
raised to 2,200 millions or more; in 1863 it was 2,292 mil- 
lions. Such is the figure we reach with our five budgets; 



216 XEXIOO AND LOUIS NAPOLEON'S F0LI0IX8 

and then, like the iather above mentionedi we hare to 
strike the final balance. This is done by the Oonrt of Ac- 
coontSy and when the result is submitted to the Chamber, 
if there be an excess of expenditure, the floating debt is 
increased by so much. Last year you made a loan of 860 
millionsi and it will be exhausted next year. This is how 
the budget has risen to between 2,200 and 2,800 miilioiUL 
Last year M. de Yuitry, President of the Council of States 
told me that it would be a childish expedient to divide the 
budgets for the purpose of deceiving the Chamber as to 
their total amount, seeing that the general situation might 
be ascertained by adding together a few figures. I replied 
that it took me two months to make those additions, and, 
if I mistake not, the reporter has found three months to be 
necessary this year, though he had numerous documents 
at his disposal, which those who are not members of the 
committee have never seen. Your reporter, indeed, has had 
confidential communications from the Ministry of Financey 
which inform him of things he cannot repeat to us. We 
have not the information we ought to have, and yet the 
reporter required three months to work the little sum in 
addition, to which the President of the Council of State 
alluded. It has been said: *' Calumniate I Calumniate I 
some of your calumnies are sure to remain." We may 
say: '* Dissimulate! Dissimulate I something is sure to re- 
main I" We will now see whether the plan of dividing the 
budget is not a means of creating illusions as to the true 
amount of the expenditure. The honorable M. Gouin yes- 
terday said that the budget was really 1,671 millions. 
When the law of accounts comes before us, that budget 
will be 2,800 millions. Were there any good reason for 
thus dividing the budget I would not object to it. Why 
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Bhotild there be one budget for the state and another for 
the departments and communes, when all the expendi- 
tare is paid from the same treasury and made under the 
same responsibility ? Separate budgets may be reasonable 
enough in Austria, which contains distinct kingdoms and 
provinces, but there is nothing to justify them in France. 
Then, there is another illusion, that of the ordinary and 
extraordinary budgets. When thousands of millions were 
concerned, as in the first establishment of railways, there 
was some reason for an extraordinary budget; but when 
the expenditure is only for ameliorations which may be 
^ected gradually, it can only tend to dissimulate real 
expenses. The extraordinary budget contains the expen- 
ditxire for repairs, which must always be a permanent item; 
why should it, then, not be put in the ordinary budget? 
I also see in it sums of five and six millions for the Minis* 
try of War, which ought certainly to be considered ordi- 
nary expenditure. In the extraordinary budget of the 
marine I see a sum of twelve and one-half millions for 
the arsenals, which ought certainly to be considered an 
ordinary item. But we are told that it was required for 
the transformation of our navy into ironclads. I have seen 
three of these transformations in the course of forty years, 
and therefore see no reason for calling it an. extraordinary 
expenditure. 

In the Ministry of Public Works I find five millions for 
improving the high roads, but all such outlay has hitherto 
been considered ordinary expenditure. Then comes the 
large sum of thirty-three millions for payments to railways 
as guarantee of interest, but some parts of these payments 
will last eighty years, other parts twenty and forty years, 
and therefore ought to be in the ordinary budget. The 
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only ase of the extraordinary budget aeema to be to maki' 
the ordinary budget appear lesB, and give it a more favor- 
able appearance when compared with the ordinary revenue. 
M. Gouin says that our ordinary budget being 1,900. mil« 
lions and our reyenue of the same amount, there is aa 
equilibrium. But even when viewed in that light, there 
is still a deficit of thirty millions. The division into ordi- 
nary and extraordinary budgets serves to put the real re* 
ceipts in comparison with what are called ordinary ex- 
penses. As to the other expenses, they are met by instal* 
ments or other means. The rectificative budget also aervea 
to diminish the apparent amount of the ordinary badgefc 
The system of rectificative budgets is justified by alleging 
the impossibility of providing for all necessary expenditure 
a year in advance. I admit the necessity of supplementary 
credits; but even to justify them the expenditure to which 
they correspond ought to be really expenses in some d^ree 
expected. An eminent member of the Old Ohamber, M. Le 
Pelletier d'Aulnay, was a severe critic of supplementary 
credits. But I repeat that the grand principle of such 
credits is the unforeseen. We have the rectificative bndget 
of 1865. Well, gentlemen, read it and see if it is com- 
posed of expenses impossible to foresee. Out of eigjbtf 
millions there are sixty for the occupation of Bome, f<Mr 
Cochin China, and for Mexico. Can it be said that last 
year nobody foresaw that we should have to pay all this 
in the present year? And, doubtless, the Minister of 
Finance last year never anticipated that he should have 
to remove the post-office to the Bue de BivoU, for which 
he is now obliged to ask six millions. Was I not, there-- 
fore, right in calling the rectificative budget an extraordinary 
budget deferred ? The expenses of tiiis budget are met by 
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augmentations of receipts — sometimes^ but not aiwaySi real* 
ized; by the Mexican securities, the great resource of the 
moment; and, lastly, by annulments. Then comes the 
liquidation, when fresh expenses are discovered, ordinarily 
discharged by annulments, but these last are found to be 
exhausted. That is the way in which a budget of 1,900 
millions is swelled to one of 2,200 or 2,300 millions. The 
form in which a budget is presented is of great importance ; 
the present system enables people to say that we are nearly 
in equilibrium when we are very far removed from it. Let 
OS take as an example the last three years. The budget 
of 1862, voted in 1861, was composed of 1,777 millions for 
state expenses, and 126 millions for communal and depart- 
mental outlay — 1,902 millions in all for the ordinary bud- 
get; the extraordinary was sixty-seven millions — in all 
l,969~millions. In 1862 there came the rectificative budget, 
which added 198 millions, accounted for by the great cost 
of the Mexican expedition, and of the check at Puebla, so 
gloriously repaired. 

The liquidation arrived in 1868 ; and it was found neces- 
sary to add from forty-nine to fifty millions, carrying the 
whole expenditure to 2,212 millions. The budget of 1868, 
Toted in 1862, was composed of 1,721 millions for state ex- 
penses and 217 millions for communal and departmental, 
besides 121 millions for the extraordinary budget — total, 
2,061 millions ; and the rectificative budget and liquidation 
raised that amount to 2,292 millions — the highest figure we 
have yet known. The budget of 1864 showed 2,105 millions 
as ordinary, and 185 as rectificative — total, 2,240. millions, 
swelled by the liquidation to 2,260 or 2,270 millions. The 
budget for 1865 was last year voted at a figure of 2,100 
millions; the rectificative budget, which we are now dis- 
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CQSsing, has added eighty-eight millions, thus raising the 
figure to 2,188 millions, and leading to the belief that the 
total will exceed 2,200 millions. The badget of 1886 will 
be smaller than the preceding, for the reason that the 
Mexican expenses have diminished. I am aware thai 
the Minister of Finance would gladly see a deduction in 
our expenditure, but the Minister of Public Works is fond 
of renown, and it is always difficult to find the Minister 
who pays and the one who spends in perfect accord. In 
the present case they seem to have arranged matters at the 
expense of a third party, purely passiye— I mean the sink* 
ing ftfnd. Allow me to say a few words on that topic 
When the state borrows 100 millions there is an annual 
expanse of five millions incurred to pay the interest, and 
one million more is added to redeem the whole debt. At 
this rate such a debt could only be extinguished in one 
hundred years, and that would be bankruptcy. 

When I was studying finance under the auspices of thai 
great financier, Baron Louis, I came to the conclusion thai 
to defer for a period beyond thirty years the extinction of 
a debt was tantamount to deferring it indefinitely. But how 
can a debt be extinguished in a little over thirty years 7 By 
leaving in the possession of the sinking fund the million 
of redeemed Bentes ; the next year it can redeem 1,050,000 
francs Bentes, and thus by force of compound interest the 
object may be attained in somewhat over thirty years. Our 
laws have made the extinction of the public debt by a sink- 
ing fund obligatory. The dotation for that purpose has be- 
come a sacred thing; but not so the redeemed Bentes — ^they 
can be annulled. And as the spirit of the law implies re- 
demption when the prices are high, it is scarcely just to the 
holder of Bentes purchased, perhaps, at eighty-fouri to re- 
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Imbnrse him at sixty-seven. Bat what is the budget that 
has been made by aanullidg the sixty -five, millions of re- 
deemed Rentes? The advantage of the measure has not 
been complete; for oat of that sum it was necessary to allot 
six or seven millions to the sinking fund and seven to the 
ordinary budget, so that fifty millions only remained to es- 
tablish the budget of 1,700 millions; then there were 286 
for departmental expenses — in all, 1,986 millions for the 
ordinary budget. Then comes the extraordinary one. The 
Minister of Public Works is not content with the 119 mil- 
lions which he got last year, but asks for 144, and the com« 
mittee makes it 152; but 1,986 millions for the ordinary 
budget and 152 for the extraordinary make 2,088. Such 
is the budget of 1866, without counting the rectiflcative 
budget, which will infallibly come. Now, I will ask you, 
have you 2,088 millions of receipt in prospect ? I maintain 
that you have not; that there is a deficit of at least two 
hundred millions. We are told, indeed, that the sum total 
of expenses can be reduced; I only hope it may. I cannot, 
however, agree with M. Garnier Pag^ as to the facile sup* 
pression of a variety of taxes. There appear to me but four 
chapters in which savings can be realized — ^Mexico, if you 
evacuate it; public works, if you restrict them within 
bounds; the army, if it really can be reduced; and the 
sinking fund, if the principle of it, as some say, is really 
an effete and antiquated theory. The evacuation of Mexico 
will perhaps wound the susceptibilities of the government. 
But let me remind the Ohamber of the admirable language 
held by M. de Caulaincourt, Duke of Yicence, to Napo- 
leon I., at Dresden, in 1818. ''Sire,'' said he, ^'conclude 
this peace; your amour propre may suffer, but not your 
glory; for your glory is that of France, and it is in no 
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way tarnished by the proposals that have been made to 
you." I wish, then, to hold the same language to you. 
Let us imitate Spain in her conduct regarding San Do- 
mingo, since her amour propre did not hinder her from 
desisting from a fault which would cost her blood and 
treasure without any chance of success. By evacuating 
Mexico, you may save about fifty millions per annum. 
Again, by a judicious restriction of public works you may 
realize savings to an extent of twenty, thirty, and in time 
of fifty millions annually. But with respect to economizing 
in the army and in the sinking fund I feel considerable 
doubts. Can there be any notable reduction of our army 
expenditure 7 I think not. In 1880 my friends on the left 
of the Chamber demanded such a reduction, but without 
success, as the army was not diminished, but increased from 
280,000 to 860,000 men. Personally, I share the opinion 
of Marshal Soult, who thought an effective force of from 
860,000 to 880,000 men absolutely necessary. The figure 
was, indeed, reduced for a moment to 820,000, and what 
happened in 18M ? That it was suddenly raised to 600,000 
men, and at an enormous cost. The year 1848 arrived, and 
the effective was carried to 420,000, and continued so for 
two years. I come now to the empire. Believe me, I am 
far f^om wishing to put the august prince who now occupies 
the throne in contradiction with himself, but desire merely 
to cite facts. Prince Louis Napoleon had often in his works 
applauded the Prussian system, and affirmed that an army 
of 200,000 men with a strong reserve was quite sufficient for 
France. Since he has become emperor we are every day 
told that France cannot do with less than 400,000 soldiers. 
Thus it is that every one talks of reductions in the army 
before attaining to power, but power once gained nobody 
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earries them out Gtontlemen^ I do not hold this language 
for the sake of making myself popular with the French 
people. The real faot is that promises are often made of 
which circumstances prevent the fulfilment. For the dif- 
ferent foreign services you will always have lOO^OOO men 
out of the country, and if you then take the figure of the 
non-effectives at 60,000, out of the 400,000 you will have 
260,000 for our immense territory at home. What is the 
state of neighboring countries? In Prussia the crown ao« 
cepts a fearful conflict with the Parliament in order to 
maintain an effective force of 200,000 men; Austria has 
400,000; Russia from 600,000 to 700,000. Those only who 
have not studied the subject are capable of calling for re- 
duction. A soldier under arms costs about 480 francs a 
year; suppress 60,000 men, and what will be the economy 
realized ? About twenty -one millions. Such an economy 
is certainly not to be condemned; but npthing on a large 
scale can be realized without inducing, by negotiation, all 
the great powers to modify their military systems. Nor do 
I think there is any chance of success as long as Austria 
continues restless about Yenetia, as long as Prussia aims 
at dominating all the small German states, and as long as 
Bussia shall choose to retain Poland and foster her designa 
upon the East. I conclude, then, that any serious reduction 
of the army is impossible. 

I must now say a few words on the sinking fund. There 
is a certain school which affirms that public debts are not 
disquieting, but even advantageous, and that England is 
happy in having so large a debt, as so many creditors are 
interested in her prosperity. Such may be the reasoning of 
merchants of Rotterdam or Marseilles at the sight of their 
quays covered with merchandise. '^Oh, what splendid ooiop 
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meroel" they might exclaiin; but if the bales contained 
goods which they could not pay for, they would change 
their note. A good financial market ought to be filled 
with goods representing the debts of other people. It is 
good here to cite the example of the United States. They 
redeemed the whole of their debt; and well it was for them, 
for they were thus enabled to find 20,000 million francs to 
pay for the reestablishment of the American Union. I do 
not, however, wish you to redeem all your debt, but to 
diminish it. Public debts are like the lakes at the foot 
of great mountains; nature does not empty them; but, after 
the snows and rains of winter and spring, she diminishes 
gradually the mass of water by the dry heats of summer. 
Debts must be paid off in peace, so that we may be able 
to borrow when war comes. The government ought to buy 
up a part of the debt, were it only to afford the State 
creditors a certainty of finding a market for their securi- 
ties, which they cannot unless the State maintains its credit. 
The English Government, after long neglecting the sinking 
fund, has now decided to buy up every year seventy-five 
millions (of francs) of the public debt, but yet Mr. Glad- 
stone tells the Parliament that he does not think that sum 
sufficient, and apologized for not having done more. But 
you, who have done nothing in that way for ten years, now 
tell us that you have fulfilled your duties. When we are 
told that the sinking fund, after being enterea as expendi- 
ture, is then entered as receipts, the result is the same as if 
a private individual, after laying aside 1,000 francs to pay 
his creditors, should spend them before the year was out. 
I have now gone through the several means of economy 
proposed; but, with regard to the sinking fund, I must say 
that not to have effected any reduction of the debt for ten 
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jeara, and to ocmtinne fifteen years longer in the same oourse 
as proposed, is, if I may be allowed the expression, wallcing 
blindfold on to bankruptcy. I know yon do not intend to 
do so; but it would be prudent not to incur the risk. As 
to any great economy in the army, I do not see how it is 
to be accomplished. In fact the only means of realizing 
any economy are, in my opinion, the evacuation of Mexico 
and the restriction of public works. Now, to draw out the 
balance, have you the 2,088 millions required for your three 
budgets 7 If you have, go on; if not, begin at once to econ- 
omize. All your resources amount to only 1,9M ndllions, 
so that you still want 182 millions. Against that sum you 
set 127 millions from the sinking fund, eighteen millions of 
supposed surplus on the budget of 1885, in which the com- 
mittee has no faith; with 27,400,000 francs from the Mexi- 
can indemnity, seven or eight millions from Oochin China, 
and other receipts of small amount This is all you have 
toward the 182 millions. But shall you get the 27,400,000 
francs from Mexico ? You inserted in the budget of 1864 
fifty-four millions of Mexican securities, which were calcu- 
lated at sixty-three, but are now worth only forty-four. 
Will you sell them at that price? This resource having 
failed in the budget of 1864, how can you expect to be 
paid the twenty-seven millions of 18667 The Minister of 
Finance has also taken twenty-two millions from the Army 
Dotation Fund, but that cannot be r^;arded as receipts. In 
fine, you have only 1,904 millions of receipts, and your ex- 
penditure amounts habitually to between 2,200 and 2,800 
millionsi and this deficit you only cover by means of the 
sinking fund and chimerical receipts. It will never do for 
the State thus to represent the finances to be flourishing 
when they are not| like the directors of certain joint-stock 
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companies, who distribute dividends which the state of their 
affairs does not justify. Be sure of one thing; when you 
engage in unlimited expenditure, apparently unaware of the 
course you are taking, it is our duty to teU you that you 
are on the road to ruin. You will be obliged either to fail 
in the engagements you have contracted in the name of 
France, or to have recourse to excessive taxation. I ask 
your pardon for speaking so warmly, but it is impossible 
to treat a graver or more interesting subject. I repeat that 
you are running toward the double rock, either of failing in 
your engagements, or of rendering inevitable the imposition 
of onerous taxes which may give rise to deplorable divi- 
sions. I adjure you to reflect most seriously on this state 
of affairs. You are on the brink of a financial gulf if you 
persist in the present course. I ask pardon for distressing 
you, but it is my duty to tell you the truth, and I tell it, 
whatever the result may be. 



VICTOR HUGO 



inCTOR HUGO was born in 1802, and, as he did not die until 1886, was 
^ an eye-witness qf all the political transformations through which France 
has pAssed in the nineteenth century. At first a Bonapartist, he was for a while 
a Royalist, but, ultimately, became a Republican, and so remained during the 
greater part of his life. He began to write in his school days and continued to 
practice the art of composition until he had passed his eightieth year. We are 
indebted to him for epic poems, odes, ballads, tragedies, melodramas, novels, 
criticisms and works of travel, besides speeches and political pamphlets. The 
so-called ''History of a Crime*' belongs m the last-named category. Even his 
literary style was oratorical, and, consequently, his speeches are admirably 
framed. Of the two which we here reproduce, the commemorative address 
on Balzac was delivered when Hugo was forty-eight years old, while he was 
seventy-six when he pronounced the oration on the centennial of Toltaire'fl 
death. 

ON THE CENTENNIAL OF VOLTAIRE'S DEATH 

DELIVERED AT PARIS, MAY yo, x8i6 

ONE hundred years ago to-day a man died 1 He died 
immortal, laden with years, with labors, and with 
the most illustrious and formidable of responsibili- 
ties — ihe responsibility of the human conscience informed 
and corrected. He departed amid the curses of the past and 
the blessings of the future-^and these are the two superb 
forms of glory I — dying amid the acclamations of his con- 
temporaries and of posterity, on the one hand, and on the 
other with the hootings and hatreds bestowed by the im- 
placable past on those who combat it. He was more than 
a man — he was an epoch I He had done his work; he had 
fulfilled the mission evidently chosen for him by the Su- 
preme Willf which manifests itself as visibly in the laws 

(227) 
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of destiny as in the laws of nature. The eigh^-fonr yean 
he had lived bridge over the interval between the i^Kigee 
of the Monarohy and the dawn of the Bevolation. At hifl 
birth, Lonis XIY. Btill reigned; at hia death Lonia XVL 
had already mounted the throne. So that his cradle saw 
the last rays of the great throne and his coffin the firsft 
gleams from the great abyss. • • . 

The court was full of festivities; Versailles was radiant; 
Paris was ignorant; and meanwhile, through religious feroo- 
ity, judges killed an old man on the wheel and tore out 
a child's tongue for a song. Confronted by this frivoloua 
and dismal society, Voltaire alone, sensible of all the forcea 
marshalled against him— court, nobility, finance; that un- 
conscious power, the blind multitude; that terrible magia- 
tracy, so oppressive for the subject, so docile for the maa* 
ter, crushing and flattering, kneeling on the people bef<M0 
the king; that clergy, a sinister medley of hypocrisy and 
fanaticism— Voltaire alone declared war against this coali- 
tion of all social iniquities— ^igainst that great and formi- 
dable world. He accepted batde ¥rith it. What was hia 
weapon 7 That which has the lightness of the wind and tha 
force of a thunderbolt-^a pen. With that weapon Voltaire 
fought, and with that he conquered I Let us salute that 
memory I He conquered I He waged a splendid warfare 
—the war of one alone against all — ^the grand war of mind 
against matter, of reason against prejudice; a war for the 
Just against the unjust, for the oppressed against the op- 
pressor, the war of goodness, the war of kindness I He had 
the tenderness of a woman and the anger of a hero. Hia 
was a great mind and an immense heart. He conquered 
the old code, the ancient dogma I He conquered the feudal 
lardy the Gothic judge, the Soman priest He bestowed 
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<m Ae popnlaoe the dignity of the people 1 He taught, 
pacified, oiYilized! He fought for Sirven and Montbailly 
as for Galas and Labarre. Regardless of menaces, insults, 
persecutions, calumny, exile, he was indefatigable and im- 
movable. He overcame violence by a smile, despotism by 
sarcasm, infallibility by irony, obstinacy by perseverance, 
ignorance by truth! I have just uttered the word ** smile/' 
and I pause at it! '*To smile!" That is Yoltftire. Let us 
repeat it — opacification is the better part of philosophy. In 
"Voltaire the equilibrium was speedily restored. Whatever 
his just anger, it passed off. The angi^y Voltaire always 
gives place to the Voltaire of calmness; and then in that 
profound eye appears his smile. That smile is wisdom — 
that smile, I repeat, is Voltaire. It sometimes goes as far 
as a laugh, but philosophic sadness tempers it. It mocks 
the strong, it caresses the weak. Disquieting the oppressor, 
it reassures the oppressed. It becomes raillety against the 
great; pity for the little! Ah I let that smile sway us, for 
it had in it the rays of the dawn. It was an illumination 
lor truth, for justice, for goodness, for the worthiness of the 
useful. It illuminated the inner stronghold of superstition. 
The hideous things it is salutary to see, he showed. It was 
a smile, fruitful as well as luminous ! The new society, the 
desire for equality and concession ; that beginning of frater- 
nity called tolerance, mutual goodwill, the just accord of 
men and right, the recognition of reason as the supreme 
law, the efiaoing of prejudices, serenity of soul, the spirit 
of indulgence and pardon, harmony and peace — behold what 
bas resulted from that grand smile! On the day — ^undoubt- 
edly elose at hand — when the identity of wisdom and clem- 
ency will be recognized, when the amnesty is proclaimed, 
I saj hi— yonder in the stars Voltaire will amile. 
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Between two servants of humanity who appeared at one 
thoosand eight hundred years* interval, there is a mysteri- 
ous relation. To combat Pharisaism, unmask impoBture, 
overturn tyrannies, usurpations, {nejudioes, ialsehoods, su- 
perstitions — ^to demolish the temple in order to rebuild it 
— ^that is to say, to substitute the true for the fake, attack 
the fierce magistracy, the sanguinary priesthood; to scourge 
the money changers from the sanctuary; to reclaim the 
heritage of the disinherited; to protect the weak, poor, 
suffering and crushed; to combat for the persecuted and 
oppressed — such was the war of Jesus OhristI And what 
man carried on that war? It was Voltaire! The evan- 
gelical work had for its complement the philosophic work; 
the spirit of mercy commenced, the spirit of tolerance 
continued, let us say it with a sentiment of profound 
respect: Jesus wept — Voltaire smiled. From that divine 
tear and that human smile sprang the mildness of existing 
civilization. . . . 

Alas I the present moment, worthy as it is of admiration 
and respect, has still its dark side. There are still clouds 
on the horizon; the tragedy of the peoples is not played 
out; war still raises its head over this august festival of 
peace. Princes for two years have persisted in a fatal mis- 
understanding; their discord is an obstacle to our concordi 
and they are ill-inspired in condemning us to witness the 
contrast This contrast brings us back to Voltaire. Amid 
these threatening events let us be more peaceful than ever. 
Let us bow before this great death, this great life, this greafe 
living spirit. Let us bend before this venerated sepulchral 
Let us ask counsel of him whose life, useful to men, expired 
a hundred years ago, but whose work is immortal. Let us 
ask counsel of other mighty thinkers, auxiliaries of this 
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glorious Voltaire— of Jean Jacques, Diderot, Montesquieu! 
Let us stop the shedding of human blood. Enough, des- 
pots I Barbarism still exists. Let philosophy protest. Let 
the eighteenth century succor the nineteenth. The philoso- 
phers, our predecessors, are the apostles of truth. Let us 
invoke these illustrious phantoms that, face to face with 
monarchies thinking of war, they may proclaim the right 
of man to life, the right of conscience to liberty, the sover- 
eignty of reason, the sacredness of labor, the blessedness 
of peace! And since night issues from thrones, let light 
emanate from the tombs. 



ON HONORE DE BALZAC 

THE man who now goes down into this tomb is one 
of those to whom public grief pays homage. 

In our day all fictions have, vanished. The eye 
is fixed not only on the heads that reign, but on heads 
that think, and the whole country is moved when one of 
those heads disappears. To-day we have a people in black 
because of the death of the man of talent: a nation in 
mourning for a man of genius. 

Gentlemen, the name of Balzac will be mingled in the 
luminous trace our epoch will leave across the future. 

Balzac was one of that powerful generation of writers 
of the nineteenth century who came after Napoleon, as the 
illustrious Pleiad of the seventeenth century came after 
Bichelieu — as if in the development of civilization there 
were a law which gives conquerors by the intellect as 
successors to conquerors by the sword. 

Balzac was one of the first among the greatest| one of 
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the highest among the best. This is not the plaee to te& 
all that constituted this splendid and sovereign inielligence. 
All his books form bat one book— a book living, Inminoiifl^ 
profound, where one sees coming and going and nmrching 
and moving, with I know not what of the formidable and 
terrible, mixed with the real, all our contemporary eiviliza* 
tion — a marvellous book which the poet entitled *^a c^Mnedy** 
and which he could have called history; which takes all 
forms and all style, which surpasses Tacitus and Suetonius; 
which traverses Beaumarchais and reaches Babelais — a book 
which realizes observation and imagination, which lavishea 
the true, the esoteric, the commonplace, the trivial, the ma- 
terial, and which at times through all realities, swiftly and 
grandly rent away, allows us all at once a glimpse of a most 
sombre and tragic ideal. Unknown to himself whether he 
wished it or not, whether he consented or not, the author 
of this immense and strange work is one of the strong race 
of Bevolutionist writers. Balzac goes straight to the goaL 
Body to body he seizes modem society; from all he wrests 
something, from these an illusion, from those a hope; from 
one a catchword, from another a mask. He ransacked vicCi 
he dissected passion. He searched out and sounded man, 
soul, heart, entrails, brain — ^the abyss that each one has 
within himself. And by grace of his free and vigorous 
nature; by a privilege of the intellect of our time, which, 
having seen revolutions face to face, can see more clearly 
the destiny of humanity and comprehend Providence better 
— ^Balzac redeemed himself smiling and severe from tboee 
formidable studies which produced melancholy in Molidre 
and misanthropy in Bousseau. 

This is what he has accomplished among us, this is tho 
work which he has left us— a work lof^ and solid— a rnona- 



VICTOR HUGO 283 

ment robustly piled in layers of granite, from the height of 
"which hereafter his renown shall shine in splendor. Great 
men make their own pedestal, the future will be answerable 
for the statue. 

Uis death stupefied Paris I Only a few months ago he 
had come back to France. Feeling that he was dying, 
he wished to see his country again, as one, who would 
embrace his mother on the eve of a distant voyage. His 
life was short, but full, more filled with deeds than days. 

Alas I this powerful worker, never fatigued, this philoso- 
pher, this thinker, this poet, this genius, has lived among 
us that life of storm, of strife, of quarrels and combats, 
common in all times to all great men. To-day he is at 
peace. Me escapes contention and hatred. On the same 
day he enters into glory and the tomb. Hereafter beyond 
the clouds, which are above our heads, he will shine among 
the stars of his country. All you who are here, are you not 
tempted to envy him ? 

Whatever may be our grief in presence of such a loss, 
let us accept these catastrophes with resignation! Let us 
accept in it whatever is distressing and severe; it is good 
perhaps, it is necessary perhaps, in an epoch like ours, that 
from time to time the great dead shall communicate to 
spirits, devoured with scepticism and doubt, a religious 
fervor. Providence knows what it does when it puts the 
people face to face with the supreme mystery and when 
it gives them death to reflect on — death which is supreme 
equality, as it is also supreme liberty. Providence knows 
what it does, since it is the greatest of all instructors. 

There can be but austere and serious thoughts in all 
hearts when a sublime spirit makes its majestic entrance 
into another life, when one of those beings who have long 
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soared above the crowd on the visible wings of genius, 
spreading all at once other wings which we did not see, 
plnnges swiftly into the unknown. 

N^o, it is not the unknown ; no, I have said it on another 
sad occasion and I shall repeat it to^iay ; no, it is not night, 
it is light. It is not the end, it is the beginning! It is not 
extinction, it is eternity 1 Is it not true, my hearers, sudi 
tombs as this demonstrate immortality ? In presence of the 
illustrious dead, we feel more distinctly the divine destiny 
of that intelligence which traverses the earth to suffer and 
to purify itself — ^which we call man. 



LACORDAIRE 



f BAN BAPTISTE HENRI LACORDAIRE is celebrated for his elo- 
*^ quenee, and for the openness and boldness with which, without con- 
ceding any point of the Catholic creed, he endeavored to meet modem 
rationalism on its own grounds. Bom near Dijon, Maj 12, 1802, he was 
educated for the law. He abandoned the law for theology in 1824, and was^ 
ordained a priest in 1827. Becoming one of the leaders of Catholic 
Liberalism in France, in 1830 he was made associate editor of the Pro- 
gressivist paper "L'Avenir." Retiring from journalism through in- 
ability to please both himself and the Pontifical Court at Rome, he 
became famous by his sermons at Notre Dame, and by philosophical 
works, and was elected to the Academy in 1860. He died November 
22, 1861. 



"THE SACRED CAUSE OF THE HUMAN RACE'' 

PANEGYRIC OF DANIEL O'CONNELL. AT NOTRE DAME, PARIS. 1847 

HE claiming of rights" was for O'Oonnell the prin- 
ciple of force against tyranny. In fact, there is in 
right, as in all that is true, a real, an eternal, and 
an indestructible power, which can only disappear when 
right is no longer even named. Tyranny would be in- 
vincible, were it to succeed in destroying with its name 
the idea of right, in creating silence in the world in re- 
gard to right. It endeavors at least to approach that ab- 
solute term, and to lessen, by all the means of violence 
and corruption, the expression of justice. As long as a 
just soul remains, with boldness of speech, despotism is 
restless, troubled, fearing that eternity is conspiring against 
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it. The rest is indifferent, or at least alarms it but litQe. 
Do you appeal to arms against it? It is but« battle. To 
a riot? It is bat a matter of police. Violence is of time, 
right is heaven-bom. What dignity, what force, there is 
in the right which speaks with calmness, with candor, with 
sincerity, from the heart of a good man I Its nature is con- 
tagious; as soon as it is heard, the soul recognizes and em- 
braces it; a moment sometimes suffices for a whole people 
to proclaim it and bend before it. It is said, no doubt, that 
the claiming of right is not always possible, and that there 
are times and places when oppression has become so in- 
veterate that the language of right is as chimerical as its 
reality. It may be so; but this was not the position of 
O'Connell and of his country. O'Connell and Ireland 
could speak, write, petition, associate, elect magistrates 
and representatives. The rights of Ireland were despised, 
but not disarmed; and in this condition the doctrine of 
O'Gonnell was that of Christianity and reason. Liberty 
is a work of virtue, a holy work, and consequently an in- 
tellectual work. 

But *' rights must be claimed with perseverance. '^ The 
emancipation of a people is not the work of a day; it in- 
fallibly encounters in the ideas, the passions, the interests, 
and the ever-intricate interweaving of human things, a 
thousand obstacles accumulated by time and which time 
alone is able to remove, provided that its course be aided 
by a parallel and an interrupted action. We must not, 
said O'Connell, simply speak to-day and to-morrow; write, 
petition, assemble to-day and to-morrow; we must continue 
to speak, write, petition, assemble, until the object is attained 
and right is satisfied. We must exhaust the patience of in- 
justice and force the hand of Providence. You hear, gen- 
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ilemen ; this is not the school of desires ▼ain and without 
yirtae; it is the school of souls tempered for good, who 
know its price and do not 'i^onder that it is great. O'Con* 
sell, indeed, has given to his lessons the sanction of his 
example; what he said, he did, and no life has oyer been, 
even to its last moment, more indefatigable and better filled 
than his own. Ue labored before the future with the cer- 
tainty which inspires the present; he was never surprised 
or discontented at not obtaining his end ; he knew that he 
should not attain it during his life — he doubted it at least — 
and by the ardor of his actions it might have been supposed 
that he had but another step and another day before him. 
Who will count the number of assemblies in which he spoke 
and over which he presided, the petitions dictated by him, 
his journeys, his plans, his popular triumphs, and that in- 
expressible arsenal of ideas and facts which compose the 
fabulous tissue of his seventy- two years? He was the Her- 
cules of liberty. 

To perseverance in claiming rights he joined a condi- 
tion which always appeared to him to be of sovereign im- 
portance, it was that of being an * 'irreproachable organ of 
this work"; and to explain this maxim by his conduct we 
see from the first that, as he understood it, every servant 
of liberty must claim it equally and efficaciously for all, 
not only for his party, but for the adverse party; not only 
for his religion, but for all; not only for his country, but 
for the whole world. Mankind is one, and its rights are 
everywhere the same, even when the exercise of them dif- 
fers according to the state of morals and minds. Whoever 
excepts a single man in his claim for right, whoever con- 
sents to the servitude of a single man, black or white, were 
it even but for a hair of his head unjustly bound,' he is 

Vol. III.— f 11— Orations 
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not a sinoere man, and he does not merit to combat for the 
aacred canse of the human race. The pablic conscience will 
always reject the man who demands exclusive liberty, or 
even who is indifferent about the rights of others; for ex- 
clusive liberty is but a privilege, and the liberty which is 
indifferent about others is but a treason. We remark a 
nation, having arrived at a certain development of its 
social institutions, stopping short or even retrograding. 
Do not ask the reason. Yon may be sure that in the 
heart of that people there has been some secret sacrifice 
of right, and that the seeming defenders of its liberty, in- 
capable of desiring liberty for others than themselves, have 
lost the prestige which conquers and saves, preserves and 
extends it. Degenerate sons of holy combats, their ener- 
vated language rolls in a vicious circle; to listen is already 
to have replied to them I 

It was never thus with 0*Connell; never, during fifty 
years, did his language once lose the invincible charm of 
sincerity. It vibrated for the rights of his enemy as for 
his own. It was heard denouncing oppression from where- 
soever it came and upon whatsoever head it fell; thus he 
attracted to his cause, to the cause of Ireland, souls sep- 
arated from his own by the abyss of the most profound 
disagreements; fraternal hands sought his own from the 
most distant parts of the world. It is because there is 
in the heart of the upright man who speaks for all, and 
who, in speaking for all, seems even sometimes to speak 
against himself; because there is there an omnipotence of 
logical and moral superiority which almost infallibly pro- 
duces reciprocity. 

y Yes, Catholics, understand well, if you desire liberty for 
yourselves, you must desire it for all men and under all the 
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hearens. If you demand it but for yourselves, it will never 
be granted to you; give it where you are masters that it may 
be given to you where you are slaves! 




RATIONALISM AND MIRACLES 

DELIVERED AT NOTRE DAME 

iHE public life of Jesu^ Christ answers to his inner 
life, and his inner life confirms his public life. He 
declared himself to be God, he was believed to be 
Ood, he acted as God, and precisely because that position 
is one of marvellous strength, men have been forced to 
try their greatest efforts against it. History and common 
sense, speaking too loudly in favor of Jesus Christ, it was 
needful to have recourse to metaphysics and physics in 
order to snatch from his hands at least the sceptre of 
miracles. Let us see whether they have succeeded. 
Two things are advanced against him. First, Jesus 
Christ wrought no miracles, because it is impossible. 
Secondly, his working miracles is of no importance, since 
everybody can work them, everybody has wrought them, 
everybody works them. 

First, '* Jesus Christ wrought no miracles because it is 
impossible." And why? ** Because nature is subject to 
general laws, which make of its body a perfect and har- 
nnonious unity where each part answers to all; so that if 
one single point were violated, the whole would at once 
perish. Order, even when it comes from God, is not an 
arbitrary thing, able to destroy or change itself at will; 
order necessarily excludes disorder, and no greater dis* 



240 IiACOBDAIBB 

order oia be wnoeived in nature than that soTereign 
action which would poeaess the faculty of destroying ita 
laws and its constitution. Miracles are impossible under 
these two heads; impossible as disorder, impossible be- 
cause a partial vioktion of nature would be its total de- 
struction." 

That is to say, gentlemeUi that it is impossible for God 
to manifest himself by the single act which publicly and 
instantaneously announces his presence, by the act of sov- 
ereignty. While the lowest in the scale of being has the 
right to appear in the bosom of nature by the exercise of 
its proper force; while the grain of sand, called into the 
crucible of the chemist, answers to his interrogations by 
characteristic signs which range it in the roisters of 
science, to Ood alone it should be denied to manifest 
his force in the personal measure that distinguishes him 
and makes him a separate being I Not only should God 
not have manifested himself, but it must be forever im- 
possible for him to manifest himself, in virtue even of 
the order of which he is the creator. To act, is to live; 
to appear, is to live; to communicate, is to live; but God 
can no longer act, appear, communicate himself; that is 
denied to him. Banished to the profound depths of his 
silent and obscure eternity, if we interrogate him, if we 
supplicate him, if we cry to him, he can only say to us — 
supposing, however, that he is able to answer us: '*What 
would you have? I have made laws I Ask of the sun 
and the stars, ask of the sea and the sand upon its shores! 
As for me, my condition is fixed. I am nothing but repose^ 
and the contemplative servant of the works of my hands!'' 

Ah I gentlemen, it is not thus that the whole human race 
has hitherto understood God. Men have understood him as 
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a free and aoyereign being; and, ev^ea if they have not al- 
ways had a correct knowledge of his nature, they have at 
least never refused to him power and goodness. In all 
times and places, sure of these two attributes of their 
heavenly Father, they have offered up their ever-fervent 
prayer to him; they have asked all frcHn him, and daily, 
upon their bended knees, they ask him to enlighten their 
loinds, to give them uprightness of heart, health of body, 
to preserve them from scourge, to .give them victory in 
war, prosperity in peace, the satisfaetion of every want in 
every state and condition. 

There is, perhaps, some poor woman here who hardly 
understands what I say. This morning she knelt by the 
bedside of her sick child; and, forsaken by all, without 
l»«ad for the day, she clasped her hands and called to him 
who ripens the com and creates charity. ^'OLord,*' said 
she, *^come to my help: O Lord, make haste to help meT' 
And even while. I speak, numberless voices are lifted up 
toward God from all parts of the earth to ask from him 
things in which nature alone can do nothing, and in which 
those souls are persuaded that Gt>d can do all. Who, then, 
is deceived here? Is it the metaphysician, or the human 
raoe? ^nd how has natore taught us to despise natare in 
order to ti Jist in God ? For it is not science that teaches us 
to pray; we pray in spite of science: and as there is nothing 
here below but science, nature, and God, if we pray in spite 
of science, it must be nature or God that teaches us to pray, 
and to believe with all our heart in the miracles of divine 
power and goodness. After this, whether nature become 
disorganieed or not, or even if it must perish whenever 
the finger of God touches it, it is assuredly the very least 
concern to us. Nevertheless, out of respect lor certain 
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minds, I will show that miracles do no yiolenoe to the 
natural order. 

Nature, as I have already said, poooooooo three elements; 
namely, substances, forces, and laws. Substances are essen- 
tially variable; they change their form and their weight by 
combining and separating at each moment. Forces bear 
the same character; they increase and diminish, cohere, 
accumulate, or separate. They have nothing immutable, 
but the mathematical Jaws, which at the same time goyern 
forces and substances, and whence the order of the uniyerse 
proceeds. The mobility of forces and substances spreads 
movement and life in nature; the immutability of mathe- 
matical laws maintains there an order which never fails. 
Without the first of these, all would be lifeless; without 
the second, all would be chaos. This established, what 
does God do when he works a miracle ? Does he touch 
the principle of universal order which is the mathematical 
law? By no means. The mathematical law appertains 
to the region of ideas — ^that is to say, to the region of the 
eternal and the absolute; God can do nothing here, for it 
is himself. But he acts upon substances and upon forces 
—upon substances which are created, upon forces which 
have their root in his supreme will. Like ourselves who, 
being subject to the general combinations of nature, never- 
theless draw from our interior vitality movements which 
are in appearance contrary to the laws of weight, God 
acts upon the universe as we act upon our bodies. He 
applies somewhere the force needful to produce there an 
unusual movement; it is a miracle, because God alone, in 
the infinite fount of his will — which is the centre of all 
created and possible forces — is able to draw forth sufficient 
elements to act suddenly to this degree. Tf it please him 
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to stop the sun — ^to use a common expression — ^he opposes 
to its projective force a force which counterbalances it, and 
which, by yirtue even of the mathematical law, produces 
repose. It is not more difficult for him to stop the whole 
movement of the universe. 

It is the same with all other miracles; it is a question 
of force, the use of which, so far from doing violence to the 
physical order — which, indeed, would be of little moment- 
returns to it of its own accord, and, moreover, maintains 
upon earth the moral and religious order, without which 
the physical order would not exist. 

This objection answered, gentlemen, let us proceed to 
examine the second. We are told that miracles prove noth- 
ing, because all doctrines have miracles in their favor, and 
because, by the help of a certain occult science, it is easy 
to perform them. 

I boldly deny that any historical doctrine, that is, any 
doctrine founded in the full light of history by men authen- 
tically known, possesBes miraculous works for ite basis. At 
the present time, we have no example of it; no one, before 
our eyes, among so many instructors of the human race 
whom we see around us, has as yet dared to promise us the 
exercise of a power superior to the ordinary power which 
we dispQse of. No one of our contemporaries has appeared 
in public giving sight to the blind and raising the dead to 
life. Extravagance has reached ideas and style only; it has 
not gone beyond. Betuming from the present age back to 
Jesus Christ, we find no one, among the innumerable multi- 
tude of celebrated heresiarchs, who has been able to boast 
that he could command nature, and place the inspirations 
of his rebellious pride under the protection of miracles. 
Mahomet, at the same time heretic and unbeliever, did not 
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attempt it any more than the oihen: ihifl I have already 
said, and the Koran will more f nlly prove it to any one who 
will take the pains to read that plagiarism of the Bible made 
by a student of rhetoric at Mecca. Beyond Jesns Christ, in 
the ages claimed by history, what remains if we pat aside 
Moses and the prophets — that is, the very ancestors of Jesus 
Christ 7 Shall we notice certain strange facts connected with 
Oreece and Borne ? Shall we speak of that augur who, says 
Liyy, cut a stone with a razor; or of that Vestal who drew 
along a vessel by her girdle, or even of the blind man cured 
by Vespasian? These facts, whatever they may be, are iso- 
lated and belong to no doctrine; they have provoked no 
discussion in the world, and have established nothing; they 
are not doctrinal facts. Kow we are treating of miraclea 
which have founded religious doctrines — the only miracles 
worthy of consideration; for it is evident that if God mani- 
fests himself by acts of sovereignty,* it must be for some 
great cause worthy of himself and worthy of us, that is to 
say, for a cause which afiects the eternal destinies of the 
whole human race. This places out of the question alto- 
gether all isolated facts, such as those related in the life 
of Apollonius of Thyana. 

This personage is of the first century of the Christian 
era, and his life was written at a much later period by an 
Alexandrine philosopher called Philostratus, who designed 
to make of it a rival to the Gospel, and of Apollonius him- 
self the counterpart of Jesus Christ. A most singular 
physiognomy is here presented to us, but that is all. What 
has Apollonius of Thyana accomplished in regard to the 
doctrine? Where are his writings, his social works, the 
traces of his passage upon earth ? He died in the morning 
of his life. Instead of certain equivocal facts, even had 
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he removed mountains daring his life, it would have been 
but a literary curiosity, an accident, a man, nothing. 

Where, then, shall we look for doctrines founded in the 
light of history upon miraculous events? Where in tha 
historical world is there another omnipotence than that o£ 
Jesus Christ? Where do we find other miracles than his 
and those of the saints who have chosen him for their 
master, and who have derived from him the power to con- 
tinue what he had begun? Nothing appears upon the 
horizon; Jesus Christ alone remains, and his enemies, eter- 
nally attacking him, are able to bring against him nothing 
but doubts, and not a single fact equal or even analogous 
to him. 

But do there not at least exist in nature certain occult 
forces which have since been made known to us and which 
Jesus Christ might have employed? I will name, gentle- 
men, the occult forces alluded to, and I will do so without 
any hesitation; they are called magnetic forces. And I 
might easily disembarrass myself of them, since science 
does not yet recognize them, and even proscribes them. 
Nevertheless I choose rather to obey my conscience than 
science. You invoke, then, the magnetic forces; I believe 
in them sincerely, firmly; I believe that their effects have 
been proved, although in a manner which is as yet incom- 
plete, and probably will ever remain so, by instructed, sin- 
cere, and even by Christian men; I believe that these 
effects, in the great generality of cases, are purely natural; 
I believe that their secret has never been lost to the world, 
that it has been transmitted from age to age, that it has 
occasioned a multitude of mysterious actions whose trace 
18 easily distinguished, and that it has now only left the 
shade of hidden transmissions because this age has borne 
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upon its brow the sign of publicity. I believe all this. 
Yes, gentlemen, by a divine preparation against the pride 
of materialism, by an insult to science, which dates from 
a more remote epoch than we can reach, God has willed 
that there should be irregular forces in nature not reducible 
to precise formulas, almost beyond the reach of scientific 
verification. He has so willed it, in order to prove to men 
who slumber in the darkness of the senses that even inde- 
pendently of religion there remained within us rays of a 
higher order, fearful gleams cast upon the invisible world, 
a kind of crater by which our soul, freed for a moment from 
the terrible bonds of the body, flies away into spaces which 
it cannot fathom, from whence it brings back no remem- 
brance, but which give it a sufficient warning that the 
present order hides a f utare order before which ours is but 
nothingness. 

All this I believe is true ; but it is also true that these 
obscure forces are confined within limits which show no 
sovereignty over the natural order. Plunged into a facti- 
tious sleep, man sees through opaque bodies at certain 
distances; he names remedies for soothing and even for 
healing the diseases of the body; beseems to know things 
that he knew not, and that he forgets on the instant of his 
waking; by his will he exercises great empire over those 
with whom he is in magnetic communication; all this is 
difficult, painful, mixed up with uncertainty and prostra- 
tion. It is a phenomenon of vision much more than of 
operation, a phenomenon which belongs to the prophetic 
and not to the miraculous order. A sudden cure, an evi- 
dent act of sovereignty, has nowhere been witnessed. Bven 
in the prophetic order, nothing is more pitiful. 
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THE REVOLUTION OF 1848 

DELIVERED MAY 7. 1848, IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY AT PARIS 

CITIZEN-REPRESENTATIVES OP THE PEOPLE: At the 
moment of your entrance on the exercise of your 
sovereignty — at the moment of our resigning into 
your hands the special powers with which the Revolution 
provisionally invested us — we wish, in the first place, to 
render you an account of the situation in which we found 
ourselves, and in which you also find the nation. 

A revolution burst forth on the twenty-fourth of Feb- 
ruary. The people overthrew the throne. They swore 

(247) 



248 LAMABTIKK 

npon its rains thenceforth to rdgn alone, and entirely by 
themselves. They charged as to provide temporarily for 
the necessity of the interregnom which they had to trav« 
erse to reach, without disorder or anarchy, their anani- 
moos and final power. Our first thought was to abridge 
this interregnum by immediately convoking the national 
representation, in which alone reside right and force. 
Simply, citizens, without any other summons than publie 
peril, without any other title than our devotedness, trem- 
bling to accept, hastening to restore the deposit at na* 
tional destinies, we have had but one ambition — ^that 
of resigning the dictatorship to the bosom of popular 
sovereignty. 

The throne overturned, the dynasty crumbling of it- 
self, we did not proclaim the Republic; it proclaimed 
itself, by the voice of an entire people— we did nothing 
but register the cry of the nation. 

Our first thought, as well as the first requirement of 
the country, after the proclamation of the Bepublic, was 
the re-establishment of order and security in Paris. In 
this labor — which would have been more difficult and 
more meritorious at another time and in another country— 
we were aided by the concurrence of the citizens. While 
holding in one hand the musket which had just given 
the deathblow to royalty, this magnanimous people with 
the other raised up the vanquished and the wounded 
of the opposite party. They protected the life and prop- 
erty of the inhabitants. They preserved the public monu- 
ments. Each citizen of Paris was at once the soldier of 
liberty and the voluntary magistrate of order. History 
has recorded the innumerable acts of heroism, of probity^ 
and disinterestedness, which have characterized these first 
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dajB of the Bepablic. Till this time the people had aome- 
timee been flattered hj allasions to their yirtoes; posteritjy 
which 18 no flatterer, will find all tiieee exiffeaBiooa be- 
neath the dignity of the people of Paris in this cnsis. 

It was they who ini^ired as with tiie flfat decree des- 
tined to giye its tme signification to victory— the decree 
of the abolition of the penalty of death in p<ditioal casea. 
They suggested, adopted, and ratified it, by the aoclam»- 
tion of two hundred thousand voices, on the square and 
quay of the Hdtel de Ville. Not a single exclamation of 
anger protested against it. France and Burope understood 
that God had his inspirations in the mass, and that a revo- 
lution inaugarated by grandeur of soul would be pure as 
an idea, mi^nanimoufi as a sentiment, and holy as a virtue. 

The red flag, presented for a moment — not as a syo^hol 
of menace and disorder, but as a temporary flag of victory 
— was laid aside by the combatants themselves, to cover 
the Republic with that tricolored flag which had shaded 
its cradle, and led the glory of our anns over every con- 
tinent and every ocean. 

After having established the authority of government 
in Paris, it was necessary to make the Bepublio recognized 
in the departments, the colonies, in Algeria, and the army. 
The telegraphic news and couriers were enough. France, 
her colonies and armies, recognized their own idea in the 
idea of the Republic. There was no resistance bam a 
single hand or voice, nor from one free heart in France, 
to the installation of the new government. 

Our second thought was for the exterior. Europe 
awaited, in doubt, the first word from France. This first 
word was the abolition, in fact and right, of the reactionary 
treaties of 1816; the resjteration of liberty to our foreign 
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polioy; the deolaralioii of peace to the lerritofieB; of sym- 
pathy to nations; of jnsticey loyalty, and moderation, to 
governments. France, in this mamfesto, laid aside her 
ambition, bat did not lay aside her ideas. She permitted 
her principle to shine out. This was all her warfare. The 
apeciai report of the minister of foreign affairs will show 
yon the fruits of this noonday system of diplomacy, and 
the legitimate and great fruits it must yield to the influ- 
ences of France. 

This policy required the minister of war to employ 
measures in harmony with the system of armed negotia- 
tion. He energetically re-established a discipline scarcely 
shaken, and honorably, recalled to Paris the army, removed 
temporarily from our walls, that the people might have an 
opportunity of arming themselves. The people, hence- 
forth invincible, did not delay summoning with loud cries 
their brethren of the army, not only as the safeguard, but 
as the ornament, of the capital. In Paris the army was 
only an honorary garrison, designed to prove to our brave 
soldiers that the capital of the country belongs to all her 
children. 

We decreed, moreover, the formation of four armies 
of observation: the army of the Alps, the army of the 
Bhine, the army of the North, and the army of the Pyrenees. 

Our navy — confided to the hands of the same minister, 
as a second army of France — was rallied under its com- 
manders, in a discipline governed by a confidence in its 
vigilance. The fleet of Toulon sailed to display our colors 
to nations friendly to France on the shores of the Medi- 
terranean. 

The army of Algiers had neither an hour nor a thought 
of hesitation. The Bepublic and the country were united 
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in thmr view by a feeling of the same duty. A leader, 
whose repablican name, sentiments, and talents, were at 
once pledges for the army and the revolution, G-eneral 
Cavaignac, received the command of Algeria. 

The corruption which had penetrated the holiest insti- 
tutions compelled the minister of war to adopt expurga- 

« 

tions demanded by the public voice. It was necessary 
promptly to separate justice from policy. The minister 
made the separation with pain, but with inflexibility. 

In proclaiming the Republic, the cry of France had 
not only proclaimed a form of government, but a prin- 
ciple. This principle was practical democracy, equality 
in rights, fraternity in institutions. The revolution ac- 
complished by the people ought, according to us, to be 
organized for the profit of the people, by a series of fra- 
ternal and guardian institutions, proper to confer regularly 
on all the conditions of individual dignity, instruction, 
intelligence, wages, morality, the elements of labor, com- 
petence, aid, and advancement to property, which would 
suppress the servile name of proletary, and would elevate 
the laborer to the level of the rights, duties, and well- 
being of the firstborn of prosperity; to raise up and enrich 
the one, without debasing and degrading the other; to pre- 
serve property, and render it more prolific and sacred, by 
multiplying it and dividing it in the hands of the greatest 
number; distributing the taxes in such a manner as to 
make the burden fall heaviest on the strongest, by easing 
and succoring the weakest; to create by the state the labor 
which might accidentally fail, from the fact of the timidity 
of capital, so that there should not be a laborer in France 
whose bread and wages should fail him; and, finally, to 
itudy with the workmen themselves the practical and true 
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phenomena of association, and the yet problematical the- 
ories of systems, and to seek conscientiously their appli- 
cations, and to ascertain their errors — such was the idea 
of the provisional government, in all the decrees; whose 
execution or examination it confided to the minister of 
finance, the minister of public works, and to the commis- 
sioner of the Luxembourg — ^the laboratory of ideas, the 
preparatory and statistical congress of labor and employ- 
ment, enlightened by studious and intelligent del^;ate8 
from all the laborious professions, presided over by two 
members of the Government itself. 

The sudden fall of the monarchy, the disorder of the 
finances, the momentary displacement of an immense mass 
of factory laborers, the shocks which these masses of un- 
occupied arms might have given society, if their reason, 
their patience, and their practical resignation, had not been 
a miracle of popular reason, and the admiration of the 
world; the recoverable debt of nearly a thousand millions, 
which the fallen Government had accumulated on the first 
two months of the Republic ; the industrial and commercial 
crisis universal on the continent and in England, coinciding 
with the political crisis in Paris; the enormous accumula* 
tion of railway shares and other fictitious property thrown 
ioto the hands of agents and bankers by the panic of cap- 
ital; finally, the imagination of the country, which is car- 
ried beyond the truth at moments of political convulsion 
and social terror — ^had exhausted active capital, caused the 
disappearance of specie, and suspended free and voluntary 
labor, the only labor sufficient for thirty-five millions of 
men. It was necessary to supply it temporarily, or be 
false to all the principles, all the precautions, and all^lt^ 
necessities of the Republic that can be relieved. The^ 
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minister' of finance will tell you how this prostration of 
labor and credit was provided for, while waiting for the 
moment now reached, when the restoration of oonfidenoe 
to men's minds would restore capital to the hands of 
mannfactarers, and wages to labor; when your wisdom 
and national power will be equal to all difficulties. 

The ministry of public instruction and worship, con- 
fided to the same hand, was for the Government a mani- 
festalion of intention, and for the country a presage of 
the new position which the Republic wished and ought 
to assume, under the twofold necessity of national enlight- 
enment, and a more real independence of equal and free 
worship before conscience and the law. 

The ministry of agriculture and commerce, a ministry 
foreign from its nature to politics, could only prepare 
with zeal, and sketch with sagacity, the new institutions 
summoned to fertilize the first of useful arts. It extended 
the hand of state over the suffering interests of commerce, 
which you alone can raise up by making them secure. 

Such were our different and incessant cares. Thanks 
to that Providence, which has never more clearly mani* 
fested its intervention in the cause of nations and the 
human mind; thanks to the people themselves, who have 
never better shown the treasures of reason, civil virtue, 
generosity, patience, and morality — the true civilization 
which fifty years of imperfect liberty have elaborated in 
their hearts — we succeeded in accomplishing, very imper- 
fectly without doubt, but yet not unhappily, a part of the 
immense and perilous task with which events had bur- 
dened us. 

We have founded the Republic, a government declared 
Impossible in France on any other conditions than foreign 
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war, civil war, anarchy, prisonSi and the acaffold. We 
have displayed a Republic, happily compatible with £aro- 
pean peace, with internal security, with voluntary order, 
with individual liberty, with the sweetness and amenity of 
manners of a nation for whom hatred is a punishment and 
harmony a national instinct. 

We have promulgated the great principles of equality, 
fraternity, and unity, which must, in their daily develop- 
ment in our laws, enacted by all and for all, accomplish 
the unity of the people by the unity of representation. 

We have rendered the right of citizenship universal, 
by rendering the right of election universal; and universal 
suffrage has responded to us. 

We have armed the entire people in the National Guard, 
and the entire people have answered us by devoting the 
arms we confided to it to the unanimous defence of the na- 
tion, order, and law. 

We have gone through the interregnum with no other 
executive force than the entirely unarmed moral authority, 
whose right the nation voluntarily recognized in ub; and 
these people consented to suffer themselves to be governed 
by our words, our counsels, and their own generous in- 
spirations. 

We have passed more than two months of crisis, of 
cessation of labor, of misery, of elements of political agita- 
tion, of social sufferings and passions, accumulated in 
countless masses in a capital with a population of a mil- 
lion and a half, without property having been violated, 
without anger menacing a single life, without one repres- 
sion, one proscription, one political imprisonment, without 
one drop of blood shed in our name, saddening the govern* 
ment in Paris. We can descend from this long dictatorship 
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to the public square, and mingle with the people without 
one citizen being able to ask: '*What hast thou done with 
a citizen?" 

Before summoning the National Assembly to Paris, we 
completely assured its security and independence by arm- 
ing and organizing the National Guard, and giving you 
an entire armed people for your protection. There is no 
longer a possibility of faction in a Republic where there 
is no longer a division between enfranchised and disfran- 
chised citizens, between armed and unarmed citizens. All 
have their rights, all have their army. In such a State 
insurrection is no longer the extreme right of resistance 
to oppression; it would be a crime. He who separates 
himself from the people is no longer of the 'people. This 
is the unanimity we have created; perpetuate it, for it is 
the common safety. 

Citizen-representatives! our work is accomplished; yours 
now begins. Even the presentation of a plan of govern- 
ment, or a project of constitution, on our part, would havo 
been a rash prolongation of power, or an infringement on 
your sovereignty. We disappear the moment you wish to 
receive the Republic from the hands of the people. We 
will only permit ourselves a single counsel and a single 
wish, in the name of our citizenship, and not as members 
of the provisional government. This wish, citizens, France 
utters with us; it is the voice of circumstance. Do not 
waste time, that precious element of human crises. After 
having absorbed the sovereignty in yourselves, do not 
suffer a new interregnum to clog the wheels of the coun- 
try. Let not a commission of Government, springing from 
your body, allow power to fluctuate a single instant longer, 
precariously and provisionally, in a country which has 
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need of power and secnrity. Let a committee on a con- 
gtitation, emanating from yonr suffrages, report, without 
delay, for your deliberation and vote, the simple, brief, 
and democratic mechanism of a constitution whose organic 
and secondary laws you can afterward discuss at your 
leisure. 

In the meanwhile, as members of the Oovemment, we 
restore to you our powers. 

We also confidently submit all our acts to your judg- 
ment, only we pray you to take into consideration the 
period and the difficulties. Our conscience reproaches us 
with nothing intentionally wrong. Providence has favored 
our efforts. Grant an amnesty to our involuntary dictator- 
ship. We ask but to return to the ranks of good citizens. 

Only may history record with indulgence, beneath and 
at a great distance from the great deeds achieved by 
France, the story of these three months, passed in the 
void between a fallen Monarchy and a Bepublic to be en- 
throned; and may it, instead of the obscure and forgotten 
names of men who devoted themselves to the common 
safety, inscribe on its pages two names only: the name of 
the people, who saved everything, and the name of Ood, 
who blessed everything, in the foundation of the Bepublie. 



MONTALEMBERT 



OHABLES FORBES DB MONTALElMBEBT was born at Poiton on the 29fh 
^^ of May, 1810. When he was but a little over twenty, he mterested him- 
self in the establishment of a School of Liberal Catholicism. This scheme brought 
him into notioe and he was formally charged with unlicensed teaching. He 
claimed the right of trial hj his peers, and made a notable defence, of course 
with the deliberate intention of formulating a protest against the expected judg* 
ment In 1836 he published the ''Life of St. Elizabeth of Hungary." During 
the reign of Louis Philippe he made himself conspicuous by his remonstrances 
against the restrictions imposed on tiie liberty of the press, besides struggling 
for freedom in national education. On the downfall of Louis Philippe, he 
accepted a seat in the Assembly. A defeat in 1867 put an end to his parlia- 
mentary career. After the establishment of the Empire, he became promment 
as an author. Ten years before his death, and when ]ie was fifty years old, his 
great work, *'Les Hotnes d*Oocident depuis St Beaott Jusqu'd St. Bernard,*' 
appeared. He died in ICarch, 1870. 



FOR FREEDOM OF EDUCATION" 

I KNOW that by myself I am nothing. I am bat a child; 
and I feel myself so young, so inexperienced, so ob* 
scare, that nothing less than the recollection of the 
great caase of which I am here the humble champion could 
encourage me. But I am happy in possessing a recollec- 
tion of words pronounced for the same cause in this very 
place by my father. And I am sustained by the conviction 
that this is a question of life and death for the majority of 



* From an Address dellYered before the Chamber of Peers in Paris in 1831, 
when M<mteJembert (aged twenty-one) was arrested with Laoordaire for teach- 
faig an unauthorissed school. 

(257) 



258 FOR FBEEDOM OF EDUCATIOIT 

Frenchmen — for twenty -five millions who hold the same 
religious faith as myself; and by the nnanimons cry of 
France for freedom of teaching ; and by the written wishes 
of those fifteen thousand Frenchmen whose petition we 
have ourselves carried to the other Chamber; and by the 
rights of thousands of families whose offspring are spring- 
ing up in a region which arbitrary legislation has made a 
desert — in one word, by the image of a cruel past to atone 
for, and an invaluable future to assert, and, above all, by 
the name I bear — that name which is as great as the world, 
the name of Catholic. I have all these principles to sustain 
me when I thus appear before you; and I require to remind 
myself of these great arguments, not only to give me cour- 
age, but to convince my judges that I have not been guided 
in what I have done by any inspiration of vanity, or any 
thirst for distinction. It is sufficiently well known that the 
career on which I have entered is not of a nature to satisfy 
an ambition which seeks political honors and places. The 
powers of the present age, both in government and in op- 
position, are, by the grace of Heaven, equally hostile to 
Catholics. There is another ambition not less devouring, 
perhaps not less culpable, which aspires to reputation, and 
which is content to buy that at any price; that, too, I dis- 
avow like the other. No one can be more conscious than 
I am of the disadvantages with which a precocious publicity 
surrounds youth, and none can fear them more. Bat there 
is still in the world something which is called faith — it is 
not dead in all* minds; it is to this that I have early given 
my heart and my life. My life — a man's life — is always, 
and especially to-day, a poor thing enough; but this poor 
thing, consecrated to a great and holy cause, may grow with 
it I and when a man has made to such a cause the sacrifice 
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of his f utoie, I believe that he ought to shrink from none 
of its consequences, none of its dangers. 

It is in the strength of this conviction that I appear to- 
day for the first time in an assembly of men. I know too 
well that at my age one has neither antecedents nor experi- 
ence; but at my age^ as at every other, one has duties and 
hopes. I have determined, for my part, to be faithful 
to both. 



DEVOTION TO FREBE>OM 

DELIVERED IN THE CHAMBER OF PEERS. JANUARY 184a ON THE TROUBLES 

IN SWITZERLAND 

I HOLD for my part that the conflict in Switzerland has 
not been against the Jesuits, nor for and against the 
sovereignty of cantons. The battle has been against 
you, and for you. That is to say, a wild, intolerant, un- 
regulated, and hypocritical liberty has combated that true, 
sincere, orderly, tolerant, and lawful freedom of which yon 
are the representatives and defenders in the world. What 
was in question on the other side of the Jura was neither 
the Jesuits nor the independence of cantons; it was order, 
European peace, the security of the world and of Prance; 
and these have been vanquished, smothered, crushed, at 
our very doors, by men who ask no better than to throw 
the burning brands of discord, anarchy, and war from the 
Alps and the Jura into our midst. Thus I do not speak 
for the vanquished, but to the vanquished, vanquished 
myself — ^that is to say, to the representatives of social 
order, rule,, and liberalism which have just been overcome 



200 DEYOTION TO FBEEDOK 

in Switzerland and which are threatened throughout Bnrope 
by a new invasion of the barbarians. . . . 

Last year at this time, abont this same day, I denounced 
at this tribune, in the midst of the marks of your sympathy 
and indulgence, a similar crime, the incorporation and confis- 
cation of Cracovia; and to-day I am again called upon to 
denounce an unworthy violation, not only of the right of 
treaties, of that political right which I respect and esteem, 
but of a right superior to all others, the right of men, of 
nature, and of humanity, if I may use an expression com- 
mon to the present time. The crime is the same to my 
eyes. Last year the last remnant of the Polish nation was 
in question; this year it is the cradle of European freedom 
which is the victim of a similar attack. But last year the 
attempt was made by absolute monarchies, and this year 
it is committed by pretended Liberals, who at bottom are 
tyrants of the worst class. What we have witnessed was 
the same then as now — ^the abuse of force, the suffocation 
of liberty and right by brutal and impious violence— the 
violence of pledged faith, the reign of the greater number, 
the assumption by Force of Falsehood as its arms and 
attire. . . . 

There is, however, when I consider these two crimes, 
a difference which I cannot here indicate. The crime of 
last year, a crime of force, was committed in the name 
of force. This year the crime is that of despotism, with 
the addition of hypocrisy, for it is committed in the name 
of freedom. To my eyes, this odious lie aggravates the 
offence, and makes it ten times more worthy of your in- 
dignation and contempt. 

Believe me, gentlemen, I do not come here to complain 
of religious or Catholic grievances. Yes, Catholicism has 
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been assailed in Switeerland, as all the world knows; but 
all the world knows also that the wounds and defeats id 
religion are never incurable or irreparable, and that at 
bottom her business is to be wounded, persecuted, and 
oppressed. She suffers, but only for a time. She is soon 
healed and raised up— and out of these trials issues con- 
tinually more radiant and stronger than ever. But do you 
know what it is which does not recover so easily, and which 
cannot with impunity be exposed to such attacks? It is 
order, peace, and, above all, freedom. This is the cause 
which I come to plead before you. 

Let no one say, as certain generous but blind spirits 
have said, that radicalism is the exaggeration of liber- 
aiism; no, it is its antipodes, its extreme opposite. Radi- 
calism is nothing more than an exaggeration of despotism; 
and never had despotism taken a more odious form. Lib- 
erty is reasonable and voluntary toleration; radicalism is 
the absolute intolerance, which is arrested only by the im- 
possible. Liberty imposes unusual sacrifices on none; radi* 
calism cannot put up with a thought, a word, even a prayer, 
contrary to its will. Liberty consecrates the right of mi- 
norities; radicalism absorbs and annihilates them. To say 
everything in one word, liberty is respect for mankind, 
while radicalism is scorn of mankind pushed to its high- 
est degree. No; never Muscovite despot, never Eastern 
tyrant, has despised his fellows as they -are despised by 
those radical clubbists, who gag their vanquished adver- 
saries in the name of liberty and equality! 

No man can have more right than I have to proclaim 
this distinction, for I defy any man to love liberty more 
than I have done. And here it must be said, I do not 
accept, either as a reproach or as praise, the opinion ex- 

Vol. III.— t 12— OratioM 
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pressed of me by the Minister for Foreign Affairs, that I 
was exclusively devoted to religious liberty. No, no, gen- 
tlemen; that to which I am devoted is liberty itself, the 
liberty of all and in everything. This I have always de- 
fended, always proclaimed; I who have written so much, 
spoken do much — ^too much, I acknowledge— I defy any 
man to find a single word fallen from my pen or from my 
lips which has not been devoted to the cause of freedom. 
Freedom: ah I I can speak without seeking fine expres- 
sions. She has been the idol of my soul; if I have any- 
thing to reproach myself with, it is that I have loved her 
too much, that I have loved her as one loves when one is 
young, without measure, without limit. But £ neither re- 
proach myself for this, nor do I regret it; I will continue 
to serve Freedom, to love her always, to believe in her al- 
ways; and I can never love her more nor serve her better 
than when I force myselt to pluck oS the mask worn by 
her enemies, who wear her colors and who seize her flag 
in order to soil and dishonor ill 



"DEO ET CiCSARI PIDELIS'' 

PROM A SPEECH IN 1849 TO THE BRETON ELECTORS AT SAINT-BRIEUC 

I HAVE labored for nearly twenty years to make a rec- 
onciliation between religion and liberty, which had 
been separated by a fatal misunderstanding. Now 
that this is happily and irrevocably consummated, I de- 
sire to dedicate myself to another reconciliation, to another 
union — ^to the union of men of honor and feeling {hommes de 
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ecBur ei <f Aonti^ur), of all opinions in that one great honest 
moderate party which is the strength and safety of France. 
In all the ancient parties there are men capable of under- 
standing each other, of appreciating each other, and of 
fighting side by side against the common enemy. We 
must regulate and discipline this union, of which the re- 
cent election in the C6tes-du-Nord has been the expres- 
sion, and the present government the result. The gov- 
ernment, in harmony with the majority of the National 
Assembly, has constantly defended, and continues daily 
to defend, three great and holy things, viz., religion, 
property, and family rights. We are told that these 
are commonplaces. Do not believe it, gentlemen. They 
are only commonplaces when the foundations of social 
order cease to be threatened or undermined by minori- 
ties which are sometimes audacious and sometimes hypo- 
critical. 

The government which we have supported has ren- 
dered signal service to all three. To religion, by re- 
placing the Sovereign Pontiff upon his throne, and by 
disengaging the French Bepublic from all connection 
with a republic of assassins. To property, by maintain- 
ing all acquired rights ; by confirming the permanency of 
the magistracy, the guardian of laws and contracts; and 
by repealing all subversive innovations. And, finally, to 
the family, by that law on education which you will par- 
don my reference to, because it is the object of my con- 
stant solicitude, and because it is at present exposed to 
the injurious criticism of the discontented and exagger 
ated of all parties. £ am neither its author nor its re- 
sponsible promulgator, but I defend it because it offers 
the basis of an excellent compromise, of an honorable 
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peace for all. I have fought long, and more than any 

other, for this great cause; but I fought only with the ; 

hope of arriving at a worthy and fruitful peace, in which 

the right alone should have the yictoryi and in which no 

man should be humiliated. 



LEON GAMBETTA 

I £0N GAMBETTA was born at Oahora in the aoath of France, in 1838. 
'^ He was undoubtedly of Jewish descent, but, as the termination of his 
name implies, his forefathers had sojourned for a considerable period in Italy. 
After obtaining a baccalaureate degree, he qualified for the bar and practiced 
his profeaBion in Paris for some ten years preceding 1869, when he entered the 
Corps Legislatif as an advanced Bepubhcan, and became a conspicuous member 
of the Extreme Left during Emile OUiyier's brief and stormy administration. 
When the Second Empire was overthrown on September 4, 1870, and France 
was proclaimed a republic, Q-ambetta was appointed a member of the Committee 
of National Defence. In that capacity, after the German armies had begun the 
siege of Paris, he escaped in a balloon and, from Tours as a centre, undertook 
to organize the means of national defence in the country south of the Loire. 
By dint of extraordinary energy, he succeeded in placing two armies in the 
field, but, after some temporary successes, they were beaten. After the capit- 
ulation of Paris, he renounced his executive office, but was returned to the 
National Assembly which convened at Bordeaux and subsequently removed to 
Yeraailles. When the Government, established by the Constitution of 1875, 
went into operation in the following year, he became a member of the Chamber 
of Deputies and the leader of the party opposed to the Reactionists. It was 
mainly he who, at the time of the coup d'etat arranged by the Duke de Broglie 
and M. de Fourtou, aroused not only Paris but the provinces to vehement re- 
sistanoe, and, at the succeeding general election, managed to obtain a decisive 
majority. It was he who compelled MacMahon to resign and brought about the 
elevation of M. Gr^vy to the Presidency of the Republic. In 1879, Gkunbetta 
was chosen President of the Chamber of Deputies, and in November, 1881, be- 
came head of the Ministry known as the ''Grand Ministdre." He held office 
only about three months, however, and died prematurely in December, 1882. 

FRANCE AFTER THE GERMAN CONQUEST 

SPEECH DELIVERED AT BORDEAUX. JUNE 96. 1871 

GENTLEMEN AND FELLOW-CITIZENS — I did llOt de- 
sire to set foot in France again, after the labors 
you know of, or to take part in the respon- 
sibilities and work of thfi Bepublican party, without 
stopping in Bordeaux. Apropos of the grave situation in 
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which we find our oountry, I wish to tell you, without 
mental reservation, as I am not the candidate of this de- 
partment, all that I hope, all that I desire to accomplish. 
[Cheers.] 

Do not applaud, gentlemen I The hour is much too 
solemn for anything more than the exchange of esteem 
and reciprocal confidences. The actual situation in France, 
when closely examined, and when in such examination one 
is animated by a passion for justice and truth — that is to 
say, when, by the rules of reason, one guards against the 
illusions of the heart — is such as to inspire a profound 
sadness; but it invites us to the manliest measures and 
forbids any discouragement. Let us study it, and we will 
arrive at this conclusion — ^that the Bepublican party, if it 
desire, it can; and if it know how, it will regenerate this 
country and erect a government of liberty out of this abyss 
of surprises, reactions, and failures. This is the demonstra- 
tion which it is necessary to make to-day in the face of 
our competitors of the monarchical parties not only to 
achieve the triumph of the principles to which we are 
attached, but, repeating it, we must not cease striving 
to give France her salvation. 

At this hour what do we see in our country ? We see 
men who had always slandered democracy, who hated it; 
who ignorantly or for gain, exploiting the credulity of 
others, had systematically misrepresented its methods — we 
see such men attributing all the excesses of the last few 
months to the Eepublic, to which they never should have 
been charged; and I find an analogy full of instruction 
between the condition of affairs in May, 1870, and the 
present hour. In 1870 France was put to the question— 
who then knew how and by whom it was done ? But it ^ 



FB^KCB AFTER THE GERMAN CONQUESO? 267 

is not the less true she was invested with the right to pro- 
nounce on her destinies. Through the agency of compli- 
cated fears, excited by a suborned press, aiding the basest 
interests, the interests of dynasties and of parasites, France 
was taken unawares, and her vote was at a disadvantage, 
but, nevertheless, she pronounced her decision with a 
lightning-like rapidity. Three months afterward the de- 
cision accomplished its ends. She was punished, she was 
scourged beyond all justice, for having abandoned herself 
to the criminal hands of an emperor. 

To-day, again, in diverse forms, the same question is 
put to her. Will she abdicate again, and throw her power 
into the lap of a dynasty ? 

Under whatever name the thing is disguised, it is al- 
ways the same question — the question of whether France 
will govern herself in freedom, or will betray herself— of 
whether the terrible experience, from which she emerged 
mutilated and bleeding, has taught her at last to maintain 
her independence. 

In spite of the excesses committed and the crimes which 
marked the end of the Commune in Paris; notwithstanding 
the flow of calumnies directed against the Republican party, 
there is one comforting fact — ^in the midst of a civil war 
the people preserved their coolness. The municipal elec- 
tions attested that, on the very morn after this awful crisis, 
the country did not entertain reactionary schemes. This 
inspires us to set' a like example. It should inspire us 
with patience and wisdom in our political actions. I really 
believe that all shades of Bepublicans can unite in France 
and present the spectacle of a disciplined party, firm in its 
principles, laborious, vigilant, and so resolute that it might 
convince France of its ability to govern — ^in a word, a party 
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aooeptiDg the axiom that power should be giyen to the 
wisest and most worthy. 

Let US, then, be the worthiest! This will not cost ns 
much effort, for the excellent reason that there is no wise, 
constructive politics but that of the Bepublican party. 
Let us be turned from the straight path of duty neither 
by calumnies nor injuries. If we will remain faithful at 
our posts, if, at all times and on all questions, we produce 
republican solutions, I am convinced we shall soon demon- 
strate, by comparison and contrast to the pretensions ai 
those who have disdained or ignored us, that we are a 
governing party capable of directing public affairs, a party 
of intelligence and reason, and that among the men pro« 
fessing our principles are found those who afford the 
guarantees of science, of disinterestedness and of order, 
without which a government is merely an kBbit for the 
profit of the predaceous and unprincipled. Our Bepublio 
must be founded on, and maintained in, truth and right. 
Without discussing puerile differences, let me say that 
a government in whose name we make laws, conclude 
peace, raise milliards, render justice, suppress riots that 
would have sufficed to overthrow ten monarchies, is a 
government, established and legitimate, which proves its 
power and its right by its acts. Such a government im- 
poses respect on all, and whoever would menace it is a 
factionist. 

''To the wisesti to the most worthy"— this is a standard 
which we should accept without reserve I It is not a new 
formula for republicans; it is their dogma to see awarded 
the distinctions of public service only to merit and virtue. 
It is for merit and morality that we vainly appealed to the 
Empire; it was even because morality was opposed to all 
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compromise with a power founded on crime and maintained 
by corruptioni tliat oar opposition was irreconcilable and 
revolutionary. To-day, the opposition under a republican 
government changes its character and modifies its plan of 
conduct; it must guide and control, not destroy. Yes, we 
shall respect your authority, respect 'your legality, respect 
your decisions, but we shall never abandon the right to 
criticise and to reform; and as we have never asked of 
any one a favor, we shall let universal suffrage pronounce 
between those who disdain us and those who have the 
patience and constancy to contend for the Bepublic and 
for Liberty! 

This conception of the rdle of an opposition under the 
Bepublic is due to the difference of the age and the time. 
It is certain, in the so-called heroic ages, chivalry of parties 
disappeared when one party realized its expectations. And 
to-day, to develop and apply our principles, we are under 
obligation to be as cold, as patient, as measured, as skil- 
ful, as we were vehement and enthusiastic when it was 
a question of repudiating the shams of the Lower Empire. 
And, gentlemen, let me tell you, the more we specialize, 
the more we centralize our efforts on a given point, the 
more rapidly we shall awaken devoted auxiliaries in the 
ranks of the voters who pronounce the final decision and 
end the delay which separates us from success. Unity, 
simplicity of object, should be our watchwords; but it 
does not suffice firmly to propose to make the Bepublican 
party at once the party of principles afid practice, the party 
of the government. There must be a precise programme. 
It must be the enemy of Utopias, and of chimeras ; nothing 
must divert it from its realizations. It must never cease 
active struggle to remake the nationi recast its moralB, and. 
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snatohing it from the hands of the intrignerBy to see that 
it shall not be constantly forced from despotism to pro- 
voked rebellion. 

We mast get rid of the eyil which canses oar woes — 
Ignorance whence emerge alternately despotism and dema- 
gogy I Of all the remedies which can solicit the attention 
of the statesman and politician to prevent sach evils, there 
is one that excels and iaclades all the rest; it is universal 
education. We must discover by what measures and proc- 
esses on the morrow of our disasters, imputable not only 
to the government, to which we submitted, but to the 
degeneracy of public spirit, we can assure ourselves against 
the falls, the errors, the surprises, the inferiorities which 
have cost us so much. Let us study our misfortunes, and 
go back to the causes: First of all, we allowed ourselves 
to be distanced by other peoples, less gifted than our- 
selves, who, however, were making progress while we re- 
mained stationary. Yes, we can establish, by the proof 
in hand, that it is the inferiority of our national education 
which led to our reverses. We were beaten by adversaries 
who had enlisted on their side caution, discipline, and 
science. This proves that on a last analysis, even among 
the conflicts of material forces, intelligence remains the 
master. And looking within, is it not the ignorance, ia 
which the masses were allowed to exist, that has engen- 
dered, almost at fixed epochs, the crises, the frightful ex- 
plosions, which appear in the course of our history as a 
sort of a chronic ill, to such a degree that we coald almost 
announce in advance the arrival of these vast social 
tempests? 

We must disembarrass ourselves of the past! We must 
vemake Franoel Such was the cry from every heart on the 
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morrow of oar disasters. For three months that plaintive 
cry was heard from a people who would not perish. That 
cry is heard no longer. To-day we hear only of plots and 
dynastic intrigues. It seems to be only a question of which 
pretender shall seisse on the ruins of this imperilled country. 
This must cease I We must resolutely discard these scan- 
dalous parleys, and think only of £*rance. We must return 
to the disinherited and the ignorant, and make universal 
suffrage, which is the force of numbers, the enlightening 
power of reason. We must accomplish the revolution. 
Yes, calumniated as are to-day some of the men and the 
principles of the French Kevolution, we should value them 
highly, pushing on with our work, which will end only 
when the revolution is accomplished. But, gentlemen, by 
the word * ''devolution" I comprehend the diffusion of the 
principles of justice and reason which animated it, and I 
repudiate, with all my power, the calculated perfidy of our 
adversaries who would confuse it with enterprises of 
violence. The Revolution would have guaranteed to all 
justice, equality, liberty; it proclaimed the reign of labor, 
and it would have assured to all its legitimate fruits. But 
it had several checks. The material conquests in part 
remained, but the moral and political consequences are in 
great part yet to be realized. The workingmen and the 
peasants — ^these have had but few material benefits, as- 
suredly precious and worthy our solicitude, but as yet 
insufficient to make them free and complete citizens. 
There is nothing more natural than the acts and votes of 
the peasantry, of which complaint is made, without taking 
into account the inferior intellectual state in which socie^ 
keeps them. These complaints are unjust and ill-founded. 
They will react on those who make them. 
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They are the resnlt of the organization of aocietj with- 
out foresight. The peasantry is intellectually several cent- 
uries behind the enlightened and educated classes of the 
country. Yes, the distance is immense between them and 
us, who have received a classical or scientific education — 
even the imperfect one of our day. We have learned to 
read our history, to speak our language, while (a cruel 
thing to say I) so many of our countrymen can only babble! 
Ah I that peasant, bound to the tillage of the soil, who 
bravely carries the burdens of his day, with no other con- 
solation than tbat of leaving to his children the paternal 
fields, perhaps increased an acre in extent! All his pas- 
sions, joys, fears, are concentrated on the fate of bis patri- 
mony. Of the external world, of the society in which he 
lives, he apprehends but legends and rumors; he is the 
prey of the cunning and the fraudulent! He strikes, with- 
out knowing it, the bosom of the Revolution, his bene- 
factress; he gives loyally his taxes and his blood to a 
society for which he feels fear as much as respect. But 
there his rdle ends, and if you speak to him of principles, 
he knows nothing of them. It is to the peasantry, then, 
we must address ourselves. They are the ones we must 
raise and instruct. The epithets the parties have bandied 
of "rurality" and *'rural chamber" must not be the cause 
of injustice. Yes, it is to be wished that there were a 
**rural chamber," in the profound and true sense of the 
term, for it is not with hobble-de-hoys a rural chamber can 
be made, but with enlightened and free peasants, able to 
represent themselves. And instead of being the cause of 
raillery, this reproach of a '^ rural chamber" would be a 
tribute rendered to the progress of the civilization of the 
masses. This new social force could be utilised for the 
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general welfare. Unfortunately, we have not yet reached 
that point, and this progress will be denied us as long as 
the French Democracy fail to demonstrate that if we would 
remake our country, if we would return her to her gran- 
deur, her power, and her genius, it is the vital interest of 
her superior classes to elevate, to emancipate this peo- 
ple of workers, who hold in reserve a force still virgin 
and able to develop inexhaustible treasures of activities 
and aptitudes. We must learn and then teach the peasant 
what he owes to society and what he has the right to ask 
of her. 

On the day when it will be well understood that we 
have no grander or more pressing work; that we should 
put aside and postpone all other reforms; that we have 
but one task, the instruction of the people, the diffusion 
of education, the encouragement of science — on that day 
a great step will have been taken in your regeneration. 
But our action needs to be a double one, that it may bear 
upon the body as well as the mind. To be exact, each 
man should be intelligent, trained not only to think, read, 
and reason, but able also to act, to fight I Everywhere 
beside the teacher we should place the gymnast and the 
soldier, to the end that our children, our soldiers, our 
fellow-citizens, should be able to hold a sword, to carry 
a gun on a long march, to sleep under the canopy of the 
stars, to support valiantly all the hardships demanded of 
a patriot. We must push to the front these two educa- 
tions. Otherwise you make a success of letters, but do 
not create a bulwark of patriots. 

Yes, gentlemen, if they have outclassed us, if you had 
to submit to the supreme agony of seeing the France of 
Kleber and of Hoche lose her two most patriotio proviooeSi 
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those best embodying at once the miiitary, oommercial, 
industrial, and democratic spirit, we can blame only our 
inferior physical and moral condition. To-day the inter- 
ests of our country command us to speak no imprudent 
words, to close our lips, to sink to the bottom of our 
hearts our resentments, to take up the grand work of 
national regeneration, to devote to it all the time neces- 
sary, that it may be a lasting work. If it need ten years, 
if it need twenty years, then we must devote to it ten or 
twenty years. But we must commence at once, that each 
year may see the advancing life of a new generation, 
strong, intelligent, as much in love with science as with 
the fatherland, having in their hearts the double sentiment 
that he serves his country well only when he serves it 
with his reason and his arm. 

We have been educated in a rough school. We must 
therefore cure ourselves of the vanity which has . caused 
us so many disasters. We must also realize conscientiously 
where our responsibility exists and, seeing the remedy, 
sacrifice all to the object to be attained — to remake and 
reconstitute France I For that, nothing should be accounted 
too good and we shall ask nothing before this — ^the first 
demand must be for an education as complete from base 
to summit as is known to human intelligence. Naturally, 
merit must be recognized, aptitude awakened and approved, 
and honest and impartial judges freely chosen by their 
fellow-citizens, deciding publicly in such a way that merit 
alone will open the door. Beject as authors of mis- 
chief those who have put words in the place of action; all 
those who have put favoritism in the place of merit; 
all those who made the profession of arms not a means 
for the protection of France, but a means of serving the 
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caprices of a master, and sometimes of becoming the ac- 
complices of his crimes. In one word let as get back to 
truth, and let it be known to all the world that when 
a citizen is bom in France, he is bom a soldier; and that 
no matter who he is, who would shirk his double duty of 
civil and military instruction, he will be pitilessly deprived 
of his rights as a citizen and an elector. Let the thought 
enter the very souls of the present and coming generations, 
that in a democratic government whoever is not ready to 
bear a share of its troubles and trials is not fit to take 
part in the government. Thus, gentlemen, you enter into 
the verity of democratic principles, which are to honor 
labor and to make of industry and science the two ele- 
ments constituting the whole of free society. Oh, what 
a nation we could make with such a discipline followed 
religiously for a term of years, with the admirable adapta- 
bility of our race for the production of thinkers, savants, 
heroes, and liberal spirits I In thinking on this great sub- 
ject, we rise swiftly above the sadness of the present, to 
view the future with confidence. . . . 

It is better to have a Republican minority — firm, ener- 
getic, vigilant in its attitude toward the acts of the majority 
—than to be one of a majority of inconstant, lukewarm 
men, who seem to be only able to carry on public affairs 
by compromising theh- principles. 

Following this first line of conduct, I would demon- 
strate by such logic that there is to-day no other experi- 
ment in the way of national reform possible than this of 
public education and national armament. 

In seeing the accomplishment of this double reformi 
I shall not take the time and patience to discuss lengthily 
the attendant and lateral ^uestiond which are aubordi* 



276 GAMBETTA 

nated to the realintion of these flist and capital neces- 
flities. 

It meana the reconstraction of the blood, the bone, the 
very marrow of France. Know it well: we must give 
everything, onr time, our money, to this supreme inter- 
est. The people ¥rill not haggle over the millions needed 
for the education of the poor and ignorant. They will 
question expenditure on the part of those whose designs 
tend always to the restoration of monarchies, to ridiculous 
disbursement, or to the subjection of the country itself. 

And in passing, gentlemen, one reason why the mon- 
archy cannot be restored among us is that we are no 
longer rich enough to support it. 

As a result we shall have resolved thereby the most 
vital of all problems: the equalization of the classes, and 
the dissipation of the pretended antagonism between the 
cities aud the country. We shall have suppressed political 
parasites and, by the difiusion of knowledge to all, shall 
have given to the country its moral and T>olitical vigor. 
Thus we may attain a double insurance — one against crimes 
threatening the common right, by the elevation of the 
standard of public morality; the other against risk of revo- 
lution, by giving satisfaction and security to the acquired 
rights of some and to the legitimate aspirations of others. 

Such is the programme at once radical and conservative 
which the Bepublic alone can accomplish. Then through* 
out the world the friends of France would be reassured. 
She would emerge regenerated by her great trials, and eypn 
under the blows of ill fortune she would appear grander, 
more prosperous, prouder than ever. 
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CiniiE ZOLA, the novelist, whose championship of Drejrfus brought him m 
^ prominently into the public eye in connection with that remarkable case^ 
was bom in 1840. Three days after the acquittal of Major Esterhazy on the 
charge brought by Dreyfus' brother that the former was the real author of 
the bordereau which Captain Dreyfus was accused of having prepared, Zola 
published his famous "J'accuse" letter to President Eaure, which, as he had 
anticipaled, resulted in his own arrest He was convicted of libel and sen- 
tenced to banishment. He did not, however, cease to promote the agitation 
in Dreyfus' behalf, and his efforts had a large share in forcing a retrial of 
the oaaa. 

HIS APPEAL FOR DREYFUS 

DELIVERED IN PARIS, FEBRUARY «. 1898. AT THE ZOLA TRIAL FOR LIBEL 



• 



IN THE Chamber at the sitting of January 22, M. M^- 
line, the Prime Minister, declared, amid the frantic 
applause of his complaisant majority, that he had 
confidence in the twelve citizens to whose hands he in- 
trusted the defence of the army. It was of you, gentle- 
men, that he spoke. And just as General Billot dictated 
its decision to the court-martial intrusted with the acquit- 
tal of Major Esterhazy, by appealing from the tribune for 
respect for the chose JugSe, so likewise M. M^line wished to 
give you the order to condemn me *'out of respect for the 
army," which he accuses me of having insulted! 

I denounce to the conscience of honest men this pres- 
sure brought to bear by the constituted authorities upon 
the justice of the country. These are abominable politi- 
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cal practices which dishonor a free nation. We shall 
see, gentlemen, whether jou will obey. 

But it is not true that I am here in your presence 
by the will of M. M^ine. He yielded to the necessity 
of prosecuting me only in great trouble, in terror of the 
new step which the advancing truth was about to take. 
This everybody knew. If I am before you, it is because 
I wished it. I alone decided that this obscure, this abomi- 
nable affair, should be brought before your jurisdiction, and 
it is I alone of my free will who chose you, you, the lofti- 
est, the most direct emanation of French justice, in order 
that France, at last, may know all, and give her decision. 
My act had no other object, and my person is ot no ac- 
count. I have sacrificed it in order to place in your hands, 
not only the honor of the army, but the imperilled honor of 
the nation. 

It appears that I was cherishing a dream in wishing to 
offer you all the proofs, considering you to be the sole 
worthy, the sole competent judge. They have begun by 
depriving you with the left hand of what they seemed to 
give you with the right. They pretended, indeed, to ac- 
cept your jurisdiction, but if they had confidence in you 
to avenge the members of the court-martial, there were 
still other officers who remained superior even to your 
jurisdiction. Let who can understand. It is absurdity 
doubled with hypocrisy, and it shows clearly that they 
dreaded your gopd sense— that they dared not run the 
risk of letting us tell all and of letting you judge the 
whole matter. They pretend that they wished to limit 
the scandal. What do you think of this scandal— of my 
act which consisted in bringing the matter before you — in 
wishing the peoplci incarnate in you, to be the judge? 
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^ #ey pretend also that they coald not accept a revision 
ii disguise, thus confessing that in reality they have but 
oie fear, that of your sovereign control. The law has in 
yoa its complete representation, and it is this chosen law 
of the people that I have wished for — this law which, as 
a good citizen, I hold in profound respect, and not the 
suspicious procebure by which they hoped to make you 
a laughing-stock. 

£ am thus excused, gentlemen, for having brought you 
here from your private afEairs without being able to inun- 
date you with the full flood of light of which I dreamed. 
The light, the whole light — this was my sole^ my passionate 
desire I And this trial has just proved it. We have had 
to fight step by step against an extraordinarily obstinate de- 
sire for darkness. A battle has been necessary to obtain 
every atom of truth. Everything has been refused us; 
Our witnesses have been, terrorized in the hope of pre- 
venting us from proving our case. And it is on your 
behalf alone that we have fought, that this proof might 
be put before you in its entirety, so that you might give 
your opinion on your consciences without remorse. I am 
certain, therefore, that you will give us credit for our ef- 
forts, and that, I feel sure, too, that sufficient light has 
been thrown upon the affair. 

You have heard the witnesses; you are about to hear 
my counsel, who will tell you the true story, the story that 
maddens everybody and that everybody knows. I am, 
therefore, at my ease. You have the truth at last, and it 
will do its work. M. M^line thought to dictate your deci- 
sion by intrusting to you the honor of the army. And it 
18 in the name of the honor of the army that I too appeal 
to your justice. 
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1 give M. MAine the moet direct oontradictioii. Never 
have I ioBolted the army. I spoke, on the contrary, of my 
sympathy, my respect for the nation in arms, for our dear 
soldiers of France, who would rise at the first menace to 
defend the soil of France. And it is jost as false that I 
attacked the chiefs, the generals who would lead them to 
victory. If certain persons at the War Office have com- 
promised the army itself by their acts, is it to insult the 
whole army to say so? Is it not rather to act as a good 
citizen tb separate it from all that compromises it, to give 
the alarm, so that the blunders which alone have been the 
eause of pur defeat shall not occur again, and shall not lead 
us to fresh disaster? 

I am not defending myself, moreover. I leave histoij 
to judge my act, which was a necessary one; but I affirm 
that the army is dishonored when gendarmes are allowed 
to embrace Major Esterhazy after the abominable lettere 
written by him. I affirm that that valiant army is insulted 
daily by the bandits who, on the plea of defending it, 
sully it by their degrading championship— who trail in 
the mud all that France still honors as good and gitdat. I 
affirm that those who dishonor that great national army aie 
those who mingle cries of **Vive rarm^el" with those of 
''k bas les juifsl" and ''Vive Esterhazyl" Grand Bieol 
the people of Saint Louis, of Bayard, of Cond^, and of 
Hoche, the people which counts a hundred great victories, 
the people of the great wars of the Republic and the Em« 
pire, the people whose power, grace, and generosity have 
dazzled the world, crying ^^Yive Esterhazyl" It is a shame 
the stain of which our efforts on behalf of truth and justice 
can alone wipe out I 

You know the legend which has grown up: Dreyfus was 
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condemned jugtly and legally by seven infallible officers, 
whom it is impoBsible even to saspect of a blunder without 
insulting the whole army. Dreyfus expiates in merited 
torments his abominable crime, and as he is a Jew, a 
Jewish syndicate is formed, an international sans pcUrie 
syndicate disposing of hundreds of millions, the object of 
which is to save the traitor at any price, even by the most 
shameless intrigues. And thereupon this syndicate began 
to heap crime on crime, buying consciences, precipitating 
France into a disastrous tumult, resolved on selling her to 
the enemy, willing even to drive all Europe into a general 
war rather than renounce its terrible plan. 

It is very simple, nay childish, if not imbecile. But it 
18 with this poisoned bread that the unclean press has been 
nourishing our poor people now for months. And it is not 
surprising if we are witnessing a dangerous crisis; for when 
folly and lies are thus sown broadcast, you necessarily reap 
insanity. 

Gentlemen, I would not insult you by supposing that 
you have yourselves been duped by this nursery tale. I 
know you; I know who you are. You are the heart and 
the reason of Paris, of my great Paris, where I was born, 
which I love with an infinite tenderness, which I have been 
studying and writing of now for forty years. And I know 
likewise what is now passing in your brains; for, before 
coming to sit here as defendant, I sat there on the bench 
where you are now. Tou represent there the average 
opinion; you try to illuatrate prudence and justice in the 
mass. Soon I shall be in thought with you in the room 
where you deliberate, and I am convinced that your effort 
will be to safeguard your interests as citizens, which are, of 
course, the interests of the whole nation. You may make 
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a mistake, bnt yon will do 00 in the thought that while 
eecuring your own weal you are seouring the weal of all- 

I see you at your homes at eyening under the lamp ; I 
hear you talk with your friends; I accompany you into 
your factories and shops. Tou are all workers — some 
tradesmen, others manufacturers, some professional men; 
and your very Intimate anxiety is the deplorable state 
into which business has fallen. Everywhere the present 
crisis threatens to become a disaster. The receipts fall oif ; 
transactions become more and more difficult. So that the 
idea which you have brought here, the thought which I 
read in your countenances, is that there has been enough 
of this and that it must be ended. You have not gone the 
length of saying, like many: *^What matters it that an 
innocent man is at the He du Diable? Is the interest of a 
single man worth this disturbing a great country?" But 
you say, nevertheless, that the agitation which we are 
carrying on, we who hunger for truth and justice, costs too 
dearly I And if you condemn me, gentlemen, it is that 
thought which will be at the bottom of your verdict. You 
desire tranquillity for your homes, you wish for the revival 
of business, and you may think that by punishing me you 
will stop a campaign which is injurious to the interests 
of France. 

Well, gentlemen, if that is your idea, you are entirely 
mistaken. Do me the honor of believing that I am not 
defending my liberty. By punishing me you would only 
magnify me. Whoever suffers for truth and justice be- 
comes august and sacred. Look at me. Have I the look 
of a hireling, of a liar, and a traitor? Why should I be 
plajring a part ? I have behind me neither political ambi* 
tioB nor sectarian passion. I am a free whteTi who has 
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giyen his life to kbor; who to-morrow will go back to the 
ranks and resume his interrupted task. And how stupid 
are those who call me an Italian — me, bom of a French 
mother, brought up by grandparents in the Beauce, peas- 
ants of that vigorous soil; me, who lost my father at seven 
years of age, who never went to Italy till I was fifty-four. 
And yet 1 am proud that my father was from Venice — the 
resplendent city whose ancient glory sings in all memories. 
And even if 1 were not French, would not the forty vol- 
umes in the French language, which I have sent by mil- 
lions of copies throughout the world, suffice to make me 
a Frenchman? 

So I do not defend myself. But what a blunder would 
be yours if you were convinced that by striking me you 
would re-establish order in our unfortunate country! Do 
you not understand now that what the nation is dying of 
is the darkness in which there is such an obstinate deter- 
mination to leave her? The blunders of those in authority 
are being heaped upon those of others; one lie necessitates 
another, so that the mass is becoming formidable. A judi- 
cial blunder was committed, and then to hide it, it has been 
necessary to commit every day fresh crimes against good 
flense and equity! The condemnation of an innocent man 
has involved the acquittal of a guilty man, and now to-day 
you are asked in turn to condemn me because I have cried 
out in my anguish on beholding our country embarked on 
this terrible course. Condemn me, then! But it will be one 
more error added to the others — a fault the burden of which 
you will hear in history. And my condemnation, instead 
of restoring the peace for which you long, and which we all 
of us desire, will be only a fresh seed of passion and disor- 
der. The cup, I tell you, is full ; do not make it ran over! 
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Why do you not judge justly the terrible crisis through 
which the country is passing ? They say that wo are the 
authors of the scandal, that we who are lovers of truth and 
justice are leading the nation astray and urging it to yio« 
lence. Surely this is a mockery I To speak only of General 
Billot — was he not warned eighteen months ago? Did not 
Colonel Picquart insist that he should take up the matter of 
revision, if he did not wish the storm to burst and destroy 
everything? Did not M. Scheurer-Kestner, with tears in 
his eyes, beg him to think of France, and save her such 
a calamity? 

No I our desire has been to make peace, to allay 
discontent, and, if the country is now in trouble, the 
responsibility lies with the power which, to cover the 
guilty, and in the furtherance of political ends, has denied 
everything, hoping to be strong enough to prevent the truth 
from being revealed. It has manoeuvred in behalf of dark- 
ness, and it alone is responsible for the present distraction 
of the public conscience! 

The Dreyfus case, gentlemen, has now become a very 
small affair. It is lost in view of the formidable questions 
to which it has given rise. There is no longer a Dreyfus 
case. The question now is whether France is still the 
France of the rights of man, the France which gave free- 
dom to the world, and ought to give it justice. Are we 
still the most noble, the most fraternal, the most generous 
of nations? Shall we preserve our reputation in Europe for 
justice and humanity? Are not all the victories that we 
have won called in question ? Open your eyes, and under- 
stand that, to be in such confusion, the French soul must 
have been stirred to its depths in face of a terrible danger. 
A nation cannot be thus moved without imperilling its 
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moral existenoe. This is an exc^ionally serious honr; 
the safety of the nation is at stake. 

When you have understood that, gentlemen, you will 
feel that but one remedy is possible — to tell the truth, to 
do justice. Anything that keeps back the light, anything 
that adds darkness to darkness, will only prolong and ag- 
gravate the crisis. The duty of good citizens, of all who 
feel it to be imperatively necessary to put an end to this 
matter, is to demand broad daylight. There are already 
many who think so. The men of literature, philosophy, 
and science are rising in the name of intelligence and 
reason. And I do not speak of the foreigner, of the shud- 
der that has run through all Europe. Yet the foreigner is 
not necessarily the enemy. Let us not speak of the nations 
that may be our opponents to-morrow. But great Russia, 
our ally; little and generous Holland; all the sympathetic 
nations of the north; those countries of the French lan- 
guage, Switzerland and Belgium — ^why are their hearts do 
heavy, so overflowing with sympathetic suflEering ? Do you 
dream, then, of an isolated France? Do you prefer, when 
you pass the frontier, not to meet the smile of approval for 
your historic reputation for equity and humanity ? 

Alas! gentlemen, like so many others, you expect the 
thunderbolt to descend from heaven in proof of the inno- 
cence of Dreyfus. Truth does not come thus. It requires 
research and knowledge. We know well where the truth 
is, or where it might be found. But we dream of that only 
in the recesses of our souls, and we feel patriotic anguish 
lest we expose ourselves to the danger of having this proof 
some day cast in our face after having involved the honor 
of the army in a falsehood. I wish also to declare posi- 
tively that, though, in the official notice of our list of wil- 

VoL m.— t 13— Orations 



286 HI8 APPEAL FOB DBETFUS 

1168868, W6 incladed certain ambaaaadors, we had decided 
in advance not to call them. Oar boldness has provoked 
smiles. Bat I do not think that there was any real smiling 
in oar Foreign Office, for there they most have nnderstoodl 
We intended to say to those who know the whole truth 
that we also know it. This trath is gossiped about at the 
embassies; to-morrow it will be known to all, and, if it is 
now impossible for as to seek it where it. is concealed by 
official red tape, the government which is not ignorant — 
the government which is convinced as we are— of the inno- 
cence of Dreyfus, will be able, whenever it likes and with- 
out risk, to find witnesses who will demonstrate everything. 
Dreyfus is innocent. I swear it I I stake my life on 
it — my honor I At this solemn moment, in the presence of 
this tribunal which is the representative of human justice, 
before you, gentlemen, who are the very incarnation of the 
country, before the whole of France, before the whole 
world, I swear that Dreyfus is innocent. By my forty years 
of work, by the authority that this toil may have given me, 
I swear that Dreyfus is innocent. By all I have now, by 
the name I have made for myself, by my works which have 
helped for the expansion of French literature, I swear that 
Dreyfus is innocent. May all that melt away, may my 
works perish if Dreyfus be not innocent! He is innocent. 
All seems against me — ^the two Chambers, the civil au« 
thority, the most widely-circulated journals, the public 
opinion which they have poisoned. And I have for me 
only an ideal of truth and justice. But I am quite calm; 
I shall conquer. I was determined that my country should 
not remain the victim of lies and injustice. I may be con- 
demned here. The day will come when France will thank 
me for having helped to save her honor. 
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OENBI DIDON was born at Touvet in March, 1840, and at the age of twenty- 
two he became a member of the Dominican order. In 1879 he assumed a 
position with reference to the question of divorce then occupying the public 
mind in France which his superiors condemned, and he was consequently 
''silenced." Subsequently, however, he was restored to favor, and in 1890 
became Director of the College of Albert the Great at ArcuelL 



CHRIST AND HIGHER CRITICISM 

JESUS CHEIST is the greatest name of history. There 
are others for which men have died. His is the 
only one worshipped among all peoples of all races 
in all ages. 

He who bears it is known of all the earth. Among sav- 
ages of the most degenerate tribes of the human species, 
missionaries go incessantly to announce his death on the 
cross and the sacrifice made for the human race which is 
saved by loving him. The most indifferent in the modern 
world have been obliged to admit that nothing has ever 
helped the weak and the suffering more than Christianity. 
The most glorious geniuses of the past will be obscured. 
Whether in monuments, palaces, obelisks, or tombs; whether 
in written encomiums, papyrus or parchment, bricks or me- 
dallions — only reminiscences of them have been preserved 
for us. Jesus will live forever in the conscience of his faith- 
ful people. Here in this great manifestation of his power is 
his indestructible monument. 

(28T) 
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The Ohurch foanded by him fills with his name all time 
and all places. The Church knows him, loves him, adores 
him I As he lives in her, so she lives in him. ... In a 
few simple words the Church teaches that the greatest event 
which ever occurred to humanity was the arrival of Christ, 
and that God loves man, since Ood saves him from the pen- 
alty of the law; that God would save him from harm by 
giving him aid; that charity is the supreme duty, since 
by his charity and goodness the Saviour was brought to 
the cross; that the Christian must be vigilant in the good 
because his Master will be the judge; that he need not fear 
death because his Master conquered it and because he him- 
self is destined to eternal life. 

The man who accepts these instructions and believes in 
Christ can walk uprightly in life. He is armed for defence 
and for growth. Nothing can arrest his progress. The dis- 
ciple of Jesus Christ has become the conqueror of the world 
— not from the standpoint of materialism and brutality, for 
violence is not in the spirit of the crucified Master, but in 
the sense of goodness, of abnegation, of sacrifice, and of 
moral dignity. In sowing these virtues as seeds of life, 
he prepares and enriches the human soil until it is capable 
of all culture and of all harvests. 

But since believers in their intelligence seek to find rea- 
sons for elementary dogmas, it is necessary that we explain 
to them, in the measure of our imperfect and always limited 
knowledge, the facts and details of the human and divine 
life of Jesus, the words he spoke, the laws he formulated, 
his manner of teaching, evangelizing, combating, sufiering, 
and dying. The history of Jesus is the foundation of faith. 
Evangelical doctrine, moral Christianity, culture, hierarchy, 
Church dignities, all rest on him. Thanks to the work of 
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edtrcated teaobers, the dootrine of Jesas, his moralities, 

faith, and his Oharch| have become little by little the object 
of distinct science, perfected, organized, responding to the 
legitimate aspirations of believers who would be men of 
faith and men of science; eqaallj, the life of Jesns Christ' 
must in its detail meet the exigencies of history. 

The partisans of those called the critical school will say: 
The Christ of dogma and of tradition, the Christ of the 
Apostles and the Eyangelists, interpreted according to the 
doctrines of the Church, is not and cannot be the Christ 
of history. This ideal Christ, God in man, Spirit Incar- 
nate, conceived by an unknown miracle, calling himself the 
only Son of God, in the absolute and metaphysical sense, 
multiplying miracles, speaking as the fourth Evangelist 
makes him speak, rising again three days after death, as- 
cending to the heavens in the face of his disciples, after 
forty days — such a man is not real! He exists only in the 
pious fancy of his believers who have created him piece- 
meal. The true Jesus, the Jesus of history, was born as are 
all other men; he lived like them; he did no more miracles 
than they! He taught a purer morality, and founded a re- 
ligion less imperfect than others. Like all reformers, as a 
rule, he succumbed to the jealousies of his contemporaries. 
Becoming the victim of Jewish hatred and dying as we die, 
he has neither ascended to heaven nor is he living with Godl 

I revolted (pardon the phrase) not only in my Christian 
faith, but in my impartiality as a man, at this contradiction. 
Convinced that Jesus was the invisible Ood in a human form 
resembling our own, I, as a historian, regard him as still liv- 
ing, such as he was in this double nature. 

The question of his Divinity has divided the greatest 
minds since the advent of Christ, and it will create division 
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to the end It is already a strange phenomenon that Jegns 
alone dispoBed of a problem that never sleeps in the con- 
BcioQsness of humanity — a problem that always ezoites the 
emotions. I shall permit myself here to make a simple his« 
torical reflection addressed to unprejadioed men, to tme 
critics with open minds. 

This violent contradiction and contention of whiph Jesus 
is the object was prophesied. It shall last as long as the 
world; it afflicts the Christian, but it does not astonish or 
trouble him; he sees the signs of his Master. It is the 
product of living the life of Christ. 

While his disciples in reply to the question said: *'You 
are the Christ, the Son of the living Ood," the Jews said s 
'*He is but a prophet"; others, blinder, called him a bias- 
phemer and a conspirator. 

After he had left the earth and while his Apostles 
preached in the Jewish synagogues, the Messiah, God and 
man, filled with the wisdom and goodness of God, the first 
sectaries the Nazarenes and Ebionites, would see in him 
nothing but a man. 

The contention on this point continued for centuries. A 
Pagan philosopher, Celsus, without denying the miracles of 
Christ, ridiculed his doctrines, calling them absurd, and hifl 
Cross he called infamous. Origen refuted him and pro- 
claimed with his mighty voice the divinity of his master. 
Since then the ages have advanced ; the Crucified One has 
grown, destroying paganism, absorbing philosophy, dethron- 
ing empires, conquering the earth, civilizing the barbarian, 
creating a new world! 

With what reason, then, did the Jews anathematize Jesus 
and kill himi Pagans, like Tacitus, Suetonius, and the 
honest pro-consul of Bithyniai Pliny the youngeri cQadained 
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him, and looked upon his disoiples as a detestable sect. 
Philosophers like Celsiis bore him down with their wis- 
dom, while the Apostles adored in him the Son of God. 

If Jesas was, indeed, but the wretch despised by Jews 
and Pagans, how has he carved on earth such a pathway 7 
How has he founded a religion that dominates the earth ? 
Were he merely human, the achievemeflts would be inex- 
plicable, and it is the popular proof that Jesus is what the 
Church affirms him to be. 

We must not confound criticism with history. Though 
inseparable from each other, they must remain distinct. In 
its general sense criticism is the exercise of the^judgment, 
a faculty essential in all reasonable beings. To criticise and 
to judge are synonymous terms. For judgment as criticism 
first tries to discern the true from the false. This is the 
first right and the most necessary duty of the mind. What- 
ever the domain it explores, religion, philosophy, science, 
literature, sasthetics, even in mathematics, reason must be 
attentive to discern the real from the apparent, the true, 
sometimes unapparent, from the false which is frequently 
most plausible 

Criticism, therefore, cannot be a special science. It is 
rather a condition of all science. It enters into the logical 
rules which determine how men shall think fairly and judge 
justly. These simple considerations demonstrate the vanity 
of those who would arrogate a monopol^F of criticism. The 
school of criticism is the school of all the world. Each has 
a right to claim and to exercise it. The most ordinary 
temptation of the cultivated mind is to desire to criticise 
too much, to overjudge, to criticise even that of which he 
knows nothing. The sage moderates this intemperance. 
He learns to judge only what he knows, never forgetting 
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that his knowledge is limited and his ignorance immeaa- 
urable. 

One may be a good eritio in philosophy and a yerj poor 
judge of religion or history. Certain human sciences de- 
mand, not only the speculative mind, but a long experience. 

Moral doctrines are much better criticised even by the 
Ignorant who have experimented with virtue than by the 
aoeptic who doubts the austere joys of sacrifice. 

The saints who lived on the word of Jesus will oilways 
understand him better than the exacting Pharisees who re- 
pelled him and knew not the Saviour. A delicate taala 
distinguishes shadings which escape the chemist. 

As applied to history, the critic has a well-defined duty. 
The object of history is to state facts. That is, the facta 
of the past being known to us but by documents, and the 
documents being the records of witnesses, more or less im- 
mediate, to the facts themselves, the oritic should examine 
the documents, facts, and witneMfiBlBgether. 

Some facts are absurd ; the critic discards them. Some 
documents are altered or suspected; the critic notices and 
amends. If some witnesses are unworthy of belief, he nn* 
masks and confounds them. 

In all that concerns the life of Ohrist, the critic has the 
right and the duty to inspect the documents and the ?rit* 
nesses we adduce. To judge the life, the antiquity, and 
the authenticity of one, the value as testimony of the other, 
they should examine the nature of the faeta in the docu- 
peatB as reported by the witoessea. 
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CEBNAND LABORI was bom in 1869, and after rooeiTing a liberal edocatioo 
^ was admitted to practioe at the Paris bar. For a good many years ha 
remained unknown outside the ranks of liis profession. His opportunity came 
when £mile Zola published an address to President Faure, accusing certain 
officials and army officers of conspiring to convict Captain Alfred Dreyfus of 
selling military secrets to (Germany. The result was Zola's arrest for libel. At 
the trial which followed he was defended so ably by Labori that, when the 
latter emerged from the court-room, he had become one of the most celebrated 
lawyers in France. At the second trial of Captain Drejrfus before' the court- 
martial held at Bennee in August, 1899, Labori was employed to defend the 
accused, and on the 14th of the month was shot on his way to the court- 
room and severely wounded. In spite of the wound, he appeared before the 
court-martial after little more than a week's absence, and conducted the case 
to the end. 

THE CONSPIRACY AGAINST DREYFUS 

REFLECT what the word of a minister of war must 
mean to military judges, whatever their good faith. 
The superior pledges his word, and they take it. 
But what an abyss of iniquity! If, again, such things 
were to occur amid the storms of war, it would be a dif- 
ferent thing. What, then, matters one man's life, or a 
little more or less of justice? But these things took 
place in a state of peace when the country was perfectly 
flecure. Or, again, if our army were an army of mercena- 
ries, soldiers only, accepting the responsibilities of the mili- 
tary trade, which in that case is only a trade, perhaps ea 
I would bow. But this is a matter of the national ar , a 

matter that otmeema all the young men of the nation, who 

(298) 
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are liable to have to appear before a military tribunal; a 
matter that concerns your sons, gentlemen. . . . 

Year sons, innocent or guilty, are liable to be -sum- 
moned before a military tribunal. You see that we intro- 
duce no venom into the debate. You see that the rights 
of the nation, the liberty of all, civilization itself is at 
stake; and if the country, when it shall know the truth 
and its full significance, does not revolt in indignation, I 
Ahl\ be unable to understand it. 

That, gentlemen, is why it is necessary that those who 
understand and measure the gravity of this afiair should 
take the floor; why it is necessary that all men of good- 
will, all true liberals, those who believe in the innocence 
of Dreyfus and those who do not, those who know and 
those who do not know, should unite in a sort of sacred 
phalanx to protest in the name of eternal morality; and 
that is what M. Zola has done. 

In spite of closed doors, gentlemen, and by the great 
mass of Frenchmen who could not know at what price 
the verdict had been secured, Dreyfus might have been 
forgotten, fiut there was a little fireside in mourning 
where memory remained, and with memory hope. This 
fireside was that of the Dreyfus family, in regard to 
which so many calumnies have been spread; and, since 
this court refused to hear M. Lalance, let me read you 
what he has just said and published in the newspapers* 
I read from *'Le Journal des Ddbats": 

"The Dreyfus family consists of four brothers — Jacques, 
L^on, Mathieu, and Alfred. They are closely united— one 
soul in four bodies. In 1872 Alsatians were called upon 
to choose their nationality. Those who desired to remain 
Frenohmen had to make a declaration and leave the coun* 
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try. The three younger so chose, and left. The eldest, 
Jacques, who was past the age of military service, and 
who, moreover, had served during the war in the Legion 
of Alsace-Lorraine, did not so choose, and was declared a 
Oerman. He sacrificed himself in order to be able, without 
fear of expulsion, to manage the important manufacturing 
establishment which constituted the family estate. But he 
promised himself that, if he had any sons, they should all 
be Frenchmen. The German law, in fact, permits a father 
to take out a permit of emigration for a son who has reached 
the age of seventeen. This son loses his German nationality, 
and cannot re-enter the country until he is forty -five years 
old. Jaoques Dreyfus had six sons. In 1894 the two elder 
were preparing for the Polytechnic School and Saint Oyr. 
After the trial they had to go away; their career was broken. 
Two other brothers were in the Belfort School. They were 
driven out. What was the father to do, knowing that his 
young brother had been unjustly and illegally condemned ? 
Was he to change his name, as other Dreyfuses have done 7 
Should he abandon his projects, and resolve to have his sons 
serve in the German army for a year, that they might then 
TC-enter the paternal house, and live in a city where the 
family was respected, and where everybody pitied and es- 
teemed it? Had he done that, no one would have thrown 
a stone at him. In 1895 and 1896 his third and fourth sons 
reached the age of seventeen. He said to them: 'My chil- 
dren, you are now to leave your father's house, never more 
to come back to it. Go to that country where your name is 
cursed and despised. It is your duty. Go.' And finally, 
in 1897, the father left his house, his business, and all his 
friends, and went to establish himself at Belfort, the city 
of which they wanted to make a fortress. He demanded 
French naturalisatioa for himself and his two younger 
ions.'* 

There you have a document to oppose to the floods of 
oalumny and falsehood. In this family there were two 
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members whose conyictions could not be shaken, M. Ma- 
thieu Dreyfus and Mme. Dreyfus, whose fidelity is per- 
haps the most striking evidence of the innocence pt her 
husband, for she, indeed, must know the truth. Mme. 
Dreyfus had lived beside this man; she knew his daily 
life; she saw his attitude throughout the trial; she knew 
the absence of proof; she knew what you yourselves know 
now, gentlemen. And she had seen the perseverance and 
firmness of her husband in ascending this Calvary; his 
courage at the moment of degradation; his attitude, al- 
ways the same, even up to the present momeDt. ... I 
think it is indispensable that yon should hear this cry, 
always the same, as strong as ever, in spite of the pro- 
longation of the torture. I read you a letter from the 
lies du Salut, dated September 4, 1897: 

Dear Lucie — I have just received the July mail. You 
tell me again that you are certain of complete light. This 
certainly is in my soul. It is inspired by the rights that 
every man has to ask it, when he wants but one thing — the 
truth. As long as I shall have the strength to live in a 
situation as inhuman as it is undeserved, I shall write you 
to animate you with my indomitable will. Moreover, the 
late letters that I have written you are my moral testament, 
so to speak. In these I spoke to you first of our affection; 
I confessed also my physical and mental deterioration; but 
I pointed out to you no less energetically your duty. The 
grandeur of soul that we have all shown should make us 
neither weak nor vainglorious. On the contrary, it should 
ally itself to a determination to go on to the end, until all 
France shall know the truth and the whole truth. To be 
sure, sometimes the wound bleeds too freely, and the heart 
revolts. Sometimes, exhausted as I am, I sink under the 
heavy blows, and then I am but a poor human creature in 
agony and sufiering. But my unconquered soul rises again, 
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▼ibrating with grief, energy, and implaeable will, in riew oi 
tbat which to qb is the most precious thing in the world, onr 
honor and that of our children. And I straighten np once 
more to ntter to all the thrilling appeal of a man who asks 
only justice in order to kindle in yon all the ardent fire that 
animates my soul, and that will be extinguished only with 
my life. 

I live only on my fever, proud when I have passed 
through a long day of twenty-four hours. As for you, 
you have not to consider what they say or what they 
think. It is for you to do your duty inflexibly, and to 
insist no less inflexibly on yoxur right, the right of justice 
and truth. If in this horrible affair there are other inter- 
ests than ours, which we have never failed to recognize, 
there are also the imprescriptible rights of justice and 
truth. There is the duty of all to put an end to a situ- 
ation so atrocious, so undeserved. Then I can wish for 
us both and for all only that this frightful, horrible, and 
unmerited martyrdom may come to an end. • . . 

Now I read to you what M. de Cassagnac wrote on Sep- 
tember 14, 1896: 

**Our conjrirej *Le Jour,' pretends, not to prove the in- 
nocence of Dreyfus, but to show that his guilt is not demon- 
strated. This is already too much. Not that we reproach 
our con/rire for pursuing such a demonstration, but that thij 
demonstration is impossible. Like most of our fellow-citi' 
aens, we believe Dreyfus guilty, but, like our confrire^ we 
are not aure of it. And, like our confrere also, we have 
the courage to say so, since we cannot be suspected of 
being favorable to the Jews, whom we combat here as per- 
sistently as we combat the Freemasons. The real question 
is: Can there be any doubt as to the guilt of Dreyfus? 
Now, thanks to the stupidity and the cowardice of the 
government of the Bepublic, this question, far from beinrj 
closed, remains perpetually open. Why? Because the 
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government did not dare to conduct the trial in the opeiiy 
so that public opinion might be settled. . . . 

''Yes, traitors are abominable beings, who should be 
pitilessly shot like wUd beasts; but, for the very reason 
that the punishment incurred is the more frightful and 
the more deserved, and carries with it no pity, it should 
not have been possible for the cowardice of the govern- 
ment with reference to Germany to have left us in a hor- 
rible doubt which authorizes us to ask ourselves sometimes 
if really there is not on Devil's Island a human being under- 
going in innocence a superhuman torture. Such doubt is a 
frightful thing, and it will continue, because publicity of 
trial furnishes the only basis for a revision. Kow there is 
no revision. There is no appeal from a sentence wrapped 
in artificial and deliberate darkness." 

That is what M. de Gassagnac said, and, when he wrote 
it, he did not know what you have learned during the last 
fortnight. You see, then, the source of the campaign to 
which Colonel Picquart alluded in one of his letters to 
General Gonse. It is not the article in **L'Eclair,*' for 
those letters appeared before September 16. It is these 
articles that I have just read you, the Dreyfusian campaign, 
there you have it. The article in **L' Eclair," in which the 
nafiie of Dreyfus was falsely written in full, was simply an 
infamy resorted to to stop that campaign. 

For a moment, gentlemen, it was the mtention of the 
War Department to let the light shine. But, when the in- 
terpellation was announced, it failed in courage. That is 
the truth. And so, when M. Gastelin asked for informa- 
tion concerning the pretended escape of the traitor and 
the campaign that was beginning. General Billot ascended 
the tribune and pronounced for the first time these words, 
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which were the beginning of the events which you are now 

witnessing: 

'* Gentlemen, the question submitted to the Chamber by 
the honorable M. Gastelin is serious. It concerns the jus* 
tice of the country and the security of the State. This sad 
affair two years ago was the subject of a verdict brought 
about by one of my predecessors in the War Department. 
Justice was then done. The examination, the trial, and 
the verdict took place in conformity with the rules of mili- 
tary procedure. The council of war, regularly constituted, 
deliberated regularly, and, in full knowledge of the cause, 
rendered a unanimous verdict. The council of revision 
unanimously rejected the appeal. The thing, then, is 
judged, and it is allowable for no one to question it. 
Since the conviction, all precautions have been taken to 
prevent any attempt at escape. But the higher reasons 
which in 1894 necessitated a closing of the doors have lost 
nothing of their gravity. So the government appeals to the 
patriotism of the Chamber for the avoidance of a discussion 
which may prevent many embarrassments, and, at any rate, 
for a closing of the discussion as soon as possible." 

Well, gentlemen, note this reply of General Billot. It 
is the heart of the question, and it is here that begins the 
fault, or, if you prefer, the error, of the government. It is 
easy to accuse law-abiding citizens of inciting odious cam- 
paigns in their country; but, if we go back to the sources, 
it is easy to see where the responsibility lies, and here I 
have put my finger upon it. We are told confidently of the 
wrong done by the. defenders of the traitor in not demand- 
ing either a revision or a nullification of the verdict of 1894. 
Nullification? Why, it is the business of the Minister of 
Justice to demand that. Listen to Article 441 of the Code 
of Ciiminal Examination, applicable in military matters: 
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*' When, upon the exhibition of a formal order given to 
him by the Minister of Justice, the prosecuting attorney 
before the Court of Appeals shall denounce in the criminal 
branch of that court judicial acts, decrees, or verdicts con- 
trary to the law, these acts, decrees, or verdicts may be an- 
nulled, and the police officials or the jud^ prosecuted, if 
there is occasion, in the manner provided in Chapter III. of 
Title 4 of the present book." 

Well, the secret document, gentlemen, was known in 
September, 1896. The article in *'L'Eclair" appeared Sep- 
tember 15; the Castelin interpellation was heard on Novem- 
ber 16; a petition from Mme. Dreyfus was laid before the 
Chamber, and is still unanswered, as is also a letter from 
M. Demange to the president of the Chamber on the same 
subject. Now, what was the government's duty when this 
question first arose? Unquestionably to deny the secret 
document from the tribune, if it had not been eommuni- 
cated; and, if it had been, to declare that the procedure 
was in contempt of all law and should lead to the nullifica- 
tion of the verdict. That is what a free government would 
have done. 

Now I wish to say a word of the difficulty of procuring 
the documents mentioned in the bordereau, upon which so 
much stress has been laid in order to exculpate Major Ester- 
hazy. I will not dwell on the Madagascar note, which waa 
of February, 1894, and not of August, as has been said, and 
which consequently was not the important note of which 
General Gonse spoke. I wish to emphasize only one point, 
because it is the only one which, in the absence of the quea* 
tions that I was not permitted to ask, has not been made 
perfectly clear by the confrontations of the witnesses, and 
which yet has a considerable significance. General de Pel- 
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lieux spoke to yon of the piece one hnndred and twenty and 
its hydraulic check. I believe it is the first item mentioned 
in the bordereau. This check, said General Gonse, is impor- 
tant. I asked him at what date it figured in the military 
regulations, and at what date the official regulation had been 
known to the army. General Gonse answered that he was 
unable to give information on that point. Well, gentlemen, 
the truth is this. The official regulations concerning siege 
pieces were put on sale at the house of Berger-Lebrault & 
Co., military booksellers, and they bea)r the date — do not 
smile, gentlemen, remembering that the bordereau was writ- 
ten in 1894 — ^they bear the date 1889. On page twenty-one 
you will find mention of the hydraulic check. *'The pur- 
pose of the hydraulic check, [it says] is to limit the recoil of 
the piece." In 1895 a new check was adopted for the piece 
one hundred and twenty, and this new check, as appears 
from the official regulations bearing date of 1895, is not 
kno?m as a hydraulic check, but as the hydro- pneumatic 
check. Either the author of the bordereau, speculating on 
the innocence of foreigners, sent them in 1894 a note on the 
hydraulic check of the piece one hundred and twenty, which 
had been a public matter since 1889, and then really it is not 
worth while to say that Major Esterhazy could not have pro- 
cured it; or else he sent them in 1894 a note on the hydro- 
pneumatic check, and then — there is no doubt about it--he 
could not have been an artilleryman. 

You have been spoken to also concerning the troupes de 
couverture. Well, there are cards on sale in the most official 
manner, which appear annually, and which show in the 
clearest way the distribution of the troops of the entire 
French army for the current year. I do not know at all 
what the author of the bordereau sent, and General Gonse 
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knows no better than I do. When lie sends a document 
like the firing manual, he is very careful to say that it is 
a document difficult to procure, and he says it in a French 
that seems a little singular to one who remembers the 
French that Dreyfus writes in his letters. But, when he 
gives notes, he says nothing. So I infer that these notes 
are without interest and without importance. 

Furthermore, the impossibilities were no less great for 
Dreyfus. For instance, it is impossible that a stafi officer 
should speak of the firing manual in the way in which it is 
spoken of in the bordereau. They say the writer must have 
been an artilleryman. Well, that is not my opinion, for all 
the officers will tell you that there is not one of them who 
would refuse to lend his manual to an officer of infantry, 
especially if the request were made by a superior officer. 
General Mercier himself in an interview has declared that 
the documents have not the importance that is attributed to 
them; and it is true that they have not, for a firing manual 
that is new in April or in August is no longer new in No- 
vember or December. The foreign military attacMa see these 
things at the grand manoeuvres, and get all the information 
that they want. . . . 

I desire to place myself, gentlemen, exclusively on the 
ground chosen by the Minister of War, and on that ground 
we find that in 1894, the charge against Dreyfus being about 
to fall to the ground for want of proof, a man who was not 
a dictator, but simply an ephemeral cabinet minister in a 
democracy where the law alone is sovereign, dared to take 
it upon himself to judge one of his officers and hand him 
over to a court-martial, not for trial, but for a veritable 
execution. We find that, since then, nothing has been left 
undone in order to cover up this illegality. We find that 
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men interested in deceiving themselves have heaped inexact 
declarations upon incomplete declarations. We find that all 
the power of the government has been employed in envel- 
oping the affair in darkness, even compelling the members 
of the council of war, whatever their loyalty, to give to 
the trial which they conducted the appearance of a judicial 
farce. 

Well, all this, gentlemen, was bound to fill sincere men 
with indignation, and the letter of M. Emile Zola was noth- 
ing but the cry of the public conscience. He has rallied 
around him the grandest and most illustrious men in France. 
Do not be embarrassed, gentlemen, by the sophism with 
which they try to blind you, in telling you that the honor 
of the army is at stake. It is not at stake. It does not 
lollow that the entire army is involved, because some have 
shown too much zeal and haste, and others too much credu- 
lity; because there has been a serious forgetfulness of right 
on the part of one, or of several. What is really of interest 
to the French army, gentlemen, is that it should not be bur- 
dened in history by an irreparable iniquity. 

Gentlemen of the jury, by your verdict of acquittal set 
an example of firmness. Tou feel unmistakably that this 
man is the honor of France. Zola struck, France herself 
strikes. And, in conclusion, I have but one word to say. 
Let your verdict signify several things: first, *'Long live 
the army!" I, too, cry "Long live the army!" but also 
"Long live the Eepublic!" and "Long live Francel" 
That is, gentlemen, "Long live the rightl Long live 
eUnial jostioel 
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MARTIN LUTHER 



MABTIN LUTHER was bom ai fiadeben, in the oounty of WiMiaaM^ ^ 
'^^ Thuriogia, on the lOih of November, 1488. Hifl father belonged to m 
family of free peasants. A siate-ontfeer by trader ha had come to Bisleben to 
work as a miner, and, snbseqaentiy, set op a foige in Vansfald. In the Latte 
school of that place the boy Martin so distinguished himself that his father 
sent him for a year to a school at Magdeburg, and then to Eisenadi, wheooe 
In his eighteenth year he went to the high-school of Brfnrt, where he studied 
the dassios and philosophy. He took his Bachelor's degree fai 1S02, and his 
Master's, three years later. A dangerous illness so wrought upon his feelings 
that, in spite of his father, he resolved to become a monk, and, in June, 1608^ 
he entered the Angostinian Oonvent at Brfnrt Ordained a priest in Ma^* 
1607, he was appointed the next year Professor in the TTniversity at Witten- 
berg, which had been recently founded. He began by lecturing on Aristotle^ 
and in 1609 he gave lectures on the Bible which from the first attiaeted crowds 
of hearers. In the year 1611 he went to Borne, and a twelvemonth later, on 
his return to the University, was promoted to the degree of Doctor of Divinity. 
As early as 1616 he began to defend at academical disputations his peculhtf 
views of the relations between law and gospeL In the following year, whes 
the sale of indulgences began in Saxony, Luther thundered against them from 
his Wittenberg pulpit, and finally, on October 3, nailed a paper, denoandng 
them in 96 propositions or theses, to the door of the Castle church. Jr that 
hour the Befonnatlon began. In his theses and explanatory sermons, Iiuther 
bad struck a blow at more than indulgences, though he scarcely knew it at the 
time. Early in 1618, he appeared at a general meeting of the AngostfaiiaB 
order at Heidelberg, and, at a public disputation, strove to make apparent the 
oontrast between the external view of religion taught by the schoolmen, and 
the spiritual view of gospel truth based upon Justifying faith. The result of 
these and similar declarations was that Luther was summoned to ai^iear beloie 
the Pope at Borne, but, the Elector of Saxony intervening, it was arranged 
that Luther should present hhnself before the Pope's Legate at Angsbuig. 
The interview came to nothing, and in March, 1619, Luther appealed from 
the Pope to a General Council to be held in Qermany. During the same year 
a public disputation took place at Leipsic between Luther and John Eck, after 
which Luther felt that he had finally broken with Borne, and became the leader 
of the German nation. The Pope's bull, published at Borne in July, 1620, the 
(304) 
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tmU fin whioh Lntfaer ww oondemned for hoUfaig Hnnfie 0|<irtong, was pab- 
fidy bamed by the refonner at Wittenbeig In Deoember of Ifae same year. 
Tbe Pope then appealfag to tfae young em p e r or OhaileB V. to omsh heresy in 
Germany, Lather waa anmmoned before a.Diet to be held at Wonna hi 1621. 
It waa before thia Diet' that Lottier delivered the qpeeoh which we have heie 
reproduced. On the oonclnding fifteen yean of Ikitber'a Ule we need not 
dwell When he died, in 1646^ it waa with the knowledge tttat he had made 
a large part of Qermany Pto teat ant; indeed, the cmly large German Btatea that 
were then able to maintain a firm front againat tiie Lotberan doctrines were 
Austria, Bavaria, the Palatlnato and tiie great eooleaiaatical prorincea <m the 
Rhine. Subsequently, the Palatinate adopted the Oslyiniatio form of Protea- 
tantism, and, ooold a union haTe been efEeoted between Oahrinlam and Lntheran- 
ism, it is probable that Ihe Protestants would have acquired a majority in the 
electoral college, hi which event a Protestant emperor might have been elected. 



TO THE DIET AT WORMS 

ITS obedience to your commands given me yesterday, I 
stand here, beseeching yoa, as God is merciful, so to 
deign mercifully to listen to this cause, which is, as I 
believe, the cause of justice and of truth. And if through 
inexperience I should fail to apply to any his proper title, ox 
offend in any way against the manners of courts, I entreat 
you to pardon me as one not conversant with courts, but 
rather with the cells of monks, and claiming no other merit 
than that of having spoken and written with that simpliciQf 
of mind which regards nothing but the glory of God and 
the pure instruction of the people of Christ. 

Two questions have been proposed to me: Whether I 
acknowledge the books which are published in my name, 
and whether I am determined to defend or disposed to 
recall them. To the first of these I have given a direct 
answer, in which I shall ever persist that those books are 
mine and published by me, except so far as they may have 
been altered or interpolated by the craft or officiousness of 
rivals. To the other I am now about to reply; and I must 
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first entreat your Majesty and year Highnesses to deign to 
consider that my books are not all of the same description. 
For there are some in which I have treated the piety of 
faith and morals with simplicity so evangelical that my 
▼ery adversaries confess them to be profitable and harmless 
and deserving the perusal of a Christian. Even the Pope's 
bully fierce and cruel as it is, admits some of my books 
to be innocent, though even these, with a monstrous per- 
versity of judgment, it includes in the same sentience. U, 
then, I should think of retracting these, should I not stand 
alone in my condemnation of that truth which is acknowl- 
edged by the unanimous confession of all, whether friends 
or foes? 

The second species of my publications is that in which 
1 have inveighed against the papacy and the doctrine of 
the papists, as of men who by their iniquitous tenets and 
examples have desolated the Christian world, both with 
spiritual and tempo calamities. No man can deny or 
dissemble this. The sufferings and complaints of all man- 
kind are my witnesses, that, through the laws of the Pope 
and the doctrines of men, the consciences of the faithful 
have been insnared, tortured, and torn in pieces, while, at 
the same time, their property and substance have been de- 
voured by an incredible tyranny, and are still devoured 
without end and by degrading means, and that too, most 
of all, in this noble nation of Germany. Yet it is with 
them a perpetual statute, that the laws and doctrines 
of the Pope be held erroneous and reprobate when they 
are contrary to the Gospel and the opinions of Ifae 
Fathers. 

If, then, I shall retraot these books, I shall do no other 
dian add strength to tyranny and throw <qpen doozs to tfaoi 
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great impietj, wtuoh will then stride forth more widely and 
licentiously than it has dared hitherto; so that the reign 
of iniquity will proceed with entire impunity, and, notwith- 
standing its intolerable oppression upon the suffering vul- 
gar, be still further fortified and established; especially 
when it shall be proclaimed that I have been driven to 
this act by the authority of your serene Majesty and the 
whole Boman Empire. What a cloak, blessed Lord, should 
I then become for wickedness and despotism 1 

In a third description of my writings are those which I 
have published against individuals, against the defenders 
of the Boman tyranny and the subverters of the piety 
taught by men. Against these I do freely confess that I 
have written with more bitterness than was becoming 
either my religion or my profession; for, indeed, I lay no 
claim to any especial sanctity, and argue not respecting 
my own life, but respecting the doctrine of Christ. Yet 
even these writings it is impossible for me to retract, see- 
ing that through such retraction despotism and impiety 
would reign under my patronage, and rage with more than 
their former ferocity against the people of God. 

Tet since I am but man and not God, it would not be- 
come me to go further in defence of my tracts than my 
Lord Jesus went in defence of his doctrine; who, when 
he was interrogated before Annas, and received a blow 
from one of the officers, answered: **If I have spoken evil, 
bear witness of the evil; but if well, why smitest thoa 
me?" If then the Lord himself, who knew his own infal- 
libility, did not disdain to require arguments against his 
doctrine even from a person of low condition, how much 
rather ought I, who am the dregs of the earth and the 
veiyalayo of error, to inqaiw and Bearch if there be any 
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to bear witness against my doctrine I "W heref ore, I entreat 
you, by the mercies of God, that if there be any one of any 
condition who has that ability, let him overpower me by 
the sacred writings, prophetical and eyangelical. And for 
my own part, as soon as I shall be better instructed 1 will 
retract my errors and be the first to cast my books into 
the flames. 

It must now, I think, be manifest that 1 have suffi- 
ciently examined and weighed, not only the dangers, but 
the parties and dissensions excited in the world by means 
of my doctrine, of which I was yesterday so gravely ad- 
monished. But I must avow that to me it is of all others 
the most delightful spectacle to see parties and dissensions 
growing up on account of the word of God, for such is 
the progress of God's word, such its ends and object 
*^Think not I am come to send peace on earth; I came 
not to send peace, but a sword. For I am come to set a 
man at variance against his father, and the daughter 
against her mother, and the daughter-in-law against her 
mother-in-law; and a man's foes shall be those of his 
own household." 

Moreover we should reflect that our God is wonderful 
and terrible in his counsels; so that his work, which is 
now the object of so much solicitude, if we should found 
it in the condemnation of the word of God, may be turned 
by his providence into a deluge of intolerable calamity; 
and the reign of this young and excellent prince (in 
whom is our hope after God) not only should begin, 
but should continue and close under the most glowing 
auspices. 

I oould show more abundantly by reference to Soriptural 
ezamples— 4o those of Pharaoh, the King of Babylon, the 
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kings of Israel — that they hay^ brought about their own 
destraction by those very counsels of worldly wisdom 
which seemed to promise them peace and stability. For 
it is he who taketh the wise in their craftiness and re- 
moveth the mountains, and they know not, and oyer- 
tnmeth them in his anger. So that it is the work of God 
to fear God. Yet I say not these things as if the great 
personages here present stood at all in need of my admoni- 
tions, but only because it was a service which I owed to 
my native Germany, and it was my duty to discharge it. 
And thus 1 commend myself to your serene Majesty and 
ail the princes, humbly beseeching you not to allow the 
malice of my enemies to render me odious to you without 
a cause. I have done. 

[** Having delivered this address in German," says 
Doctor Waddington, * 'Luther was commanded to recite 
it in Latin. For a moment he hesitated; his breath was 
exhausted, and he was oppressed by the heat and throng 
of the surrounding multitude. One of the Saxon courtiers 
even advised him to excuse himself from obedience; but 
he presently collected his powers again, and repeated his 
speech with few variations and equal animation in the other 
language. His tone was that of supplication rather than 
remonstrance, and there was something of diffidence in his 
manner. . • . No sooner had he ceased than he was re- 
minded, in a tone of reproach, that they were not assem- 
bled to discuss matters which had long ago been decided 
by councils, but that a simple answer was required of him 
to a simple question — ^whether he would retract or not. 
Then Luther continued — "] 



Since your most serene Majesty and the princes require 
a simple answer, I will give it thus: Unless I shall be con- 

Vol. IIL— t 14— Orationa 
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vinoed bj proofs from Scripture or by evident reason— for 
I believe neither in Popes nor councils, since they have 
frequently both erred and contradicted themselves — ^I can- 
not choose but adhere to the word of God, which has 
possession of my conscience; nor can I possibly, nor will 
I ever make any recantation, since it is neither safe nor 
honest to act contrary to conscience I Here I stand; I 
cannot do otherwise ; so help me God ! Amen. 

— ^Tbanslated by Db. G^boboe Waddiitgton. 



MELANCHTHON 



DHIUP ICBLAKOHTHON was bom at Bratten, a town of the Lower PalatI* 
^ Date on November 16, 1497. His father's name was Schwartzherd, but 
the boy's tutor, Beuchlin, was so taken with his pupil's extraordinary precocify 
that he dubbed him Melanchthon (the Greek form of Schwartzherd) according 
to the fashion of that age. He took a doctor's degree in 1514. In 1618 he 
was appointed by the Elector of Saxony Professor of Greek in the XJniyerRity 
ol Wittenberg. While here he collaborated with Luther in a translation of 
^e Scriptures from the Gkeek. In 1621, during Luther's ooofinement in the 
Wartburg, Melanchthon was the leader of the Keformation cause at the uni- 
yersity. After the first Diet of Spires (1526), Melanchthon was deputed as one 
of the twenty-eight commissioners to visit the Beformed States and regulate 
the oonstitation of the churches therein. At the Marburg Conference (1629X 
between the German and Swiss reformers, Melanchthon was pitted against 
Zwingli in the discussion regarding the Real Presence in the sacrament. At 
the Diet of Augsburg (1530), Melanchthon was the leading representative of 
the BefonnatioD. He drew up the seventeen articles of the evangelical faith 
known as the "Augsburg Confession." In 1537 Melanchthon appended to his 
signature of the Lutheran Articles of Smalkald the reservation that he would 
admit the supremacy of the Pope, provided the latter recognized the authority 
of the Gospel, and did not daim to rule by divine right He died on the 19ck 
of April, 1560, and his body was laid beside that of Martin Luther. 



THE SAFETY OF THE VIRTUOUS 

••NEITHER SHALL ANY PLUCK THEM OUT OF MY HAND,- JOHNx. 

DELIVERED IN 1550 

TO THEE, almighty and time God, eternal Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, maker of heaven and earth, 
and of all creatures, together with thy Son our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and the Holy Ghost — to thee, the wise, good, 
true, righteous, compassionate, pure, gracious God we ren- 

(811) 
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der thanks tfuit tiKm hast hitherto apheU Ito Ohveh te 
these hiDdfl, and graeioody aflEorded il p to toeti on and oaie^ 
and we earaestly beaeech thee evermofe to gatfier among 
OB an inheritanoe for thy Son, wUeh may praiae thee to all 

etemi^. 

I hare in these, oar aaaemblieBy often uttered pardy ad- 
monitions and partly re[ffoofo, whieh I hope tiie most of 
yon will bear in mind. Bat sinee I most presume that 
now the hearts of all are wrong with a new grief and a 
new pang by reason of the war in onr neighborhood, this 
season seems to call for a word of consolation. And as 
we commonly say, * 'Where the pain is, there one claps his 
hand/' I could not, in this so great affliction, make up my 
mind to turn my discourse upon any other subject. I do 
not, indeed, doubt that you yourselves seek comfort in the 
divine declarations, yet will I also bring before you some 
things collected therefrom, because always that on which 
we had ourselves thought becomes more precious to us 
when we hear that it proves itself salutary also to others. 
And because long discourses are bordensome in time of 
sorrow and mourning, I will, without delay, bring for- 
ward that comfort which is the most effectual. 

Our pains are best assuaged when something good and 
beneficial, especially some help toward a happy issue, pre- 
sents itself. All other topics of consolation, such as men 
borrow from the unavoidableness of suffering, and the ex- 
amples of others, bring us no great alleviation. But the 
Son of God, our Lord Jesus Christ, who was crucified for 
us and raised again, and now sits at the right hand of the 
Father, offers us help and deliverance, and has manifested 
this disposition in many declarations. I will now speak 
of the words: ''No man shall pluck my sheep out of my 
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hand/* This expression has often raised me up out of 
the deepest sorrow, and drawn me, as it were, out of hell. 

The wisest men in all times have bewailed the great 
amount of human misery whieh we see with our eyes be- 
fore we pass into eternity — diseases, death, want, our own 
errors by which we bring harm and punishment on our- 
•elyes, hostile men, unfaithfulness on the part of those 
with whom we are closely connected, banishment, abuse, 
desertion, miserable children, public and domestic strife, 
wars, murder, and derastation. And since such things 
appear to befall good and bad, without distinction, many 
wise men have inquired whether there were any Provi- 
dence, or whether accident brings everything to pass in* 
dependent of a divine purpose. But we in the Church 
know that the first and principal cause of human woe is 
this, that on account of sin man is made subject to death 
and other calamity, which is so much more vehement in 
the Church, because the devil, from hatred toward God, 
makes fearful assaults on the Church and strives to de- 
stroy it utterly. Therefore it is written: "1 will put en- 
mity between the serpent and the seed of the woman." 
And Peter says: *'Your adversary, the devil, goeth about 
as a tearing lion and seeketh whom he may devour." 

Not in vain, however, has God made known to us the 
causes of our misery. We should not only consider the 
greatness of our necessity, but also discern the causes of 
it, and recognize his righteous anger against sin, to the 
end that we may, on the other hand, perceive the Be- 
deemer and the greatness of his compassion; and as wit- 
nesses to these, his declarations, he adds the raising of 
dead men to life, and other miracles. 

Let us banish from our hearts, therefore, the unbeliev- 
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ing opinions wtiieh imagine that evils bebO us hj mere 
chance, or from physical causes. 

But when thoa considerest the woands in thy own circle 
of relations, or dost cast a glance at the pablic disorders in 
the State, which again aflUct the individual also (as Solon 
says: **The general corruption penetrates even to thy quiet 
habitation''), then think, first, of thy own and others' sins, 
and of the righteous wrath of God; and, secondly, weigh 
the rage of the devil, who lets loose his hate chiefly in the 
Church. I 

In all men, even the better class, great darkness reigns. 
We see not how great an evil sin is, and regard not our- 
selves as so shamefully defiled. We flatter ourselves, in 
particular, because we profess a better doctrine concerning 
Ood. Nevertheless, we re»gn ourselves to a careless slum- 
ber, or pamper each one his own desires; our impurity, the 
disorders of the Church, the necessity of brethren, fills us 
not with pain; devotion is without fire and fervor; zeal 
for doctrine and discipline languishes, and not a few are 
my sins, and thine, and those of many others, by reason 
of which such punishments are heaped upon us. 

Let us, therefore, apply our hearts to repentance, and 
direct our eyes to the Son of God, in respect to whom W6 
have the assurance that, after the wonderful counsel of 
God, he is placed over the family of man, to be the pro* 
tector and preserver of his Church. 

We perceive not fully either our wretchedness or our 
dangers, or the fury of enemies, until after events of ex- 
traordinary sorrowfulness. Still we ought to reflect thus: 
there must exist great need and a fearful might and rage 
of enemies, since so powerful a protector has been given to 
us» even God's Son. When he says: *'No man shall pluck 
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my sheep out of mj hand/' he indicates that he is no idle 
spectator of our woe, but that mighty and incessant strife 
is going on. The devil incites his tools to disturb the 
Church or the political commonwealth, that boundless con- 
fusion may enter, followed by heathenish desolation. But 
the Son of God, who holds in his hands, as it were, the con- 
gregation of those who call upon his name, -hurls back the 
devils by his infinite power, conquers and chases them 
thence, and will one day shut them up in the prison of 
hell, and punish them to all eternity with fearful pains. 
This comfort we must hold fast in regard to the entire 
Church, as well as each in regard to himself. 

If, in these distracted and warring times, we see States 
blaze up and fall into ruin, then look away to the Son of 
God, who stands in the secret counsel of the Godhead und 
guards his little flock and carries the weak lambs, as it 
were, in his own hands. Be persuaded that by him thou 
also shalt be protected and upheld. 

Here some, not rightly instructed, will exclaim: "Truly 
I could wish to commend myself to such a keeper, but only 
his sheep does he preserve. Whether I also am counted in 
that flock, I know not." Against this doubt we must most 
strenuously contend, for the Lord himself assures us in this 
very passage, that all who "hear and with faith receive the 
voice of the Gospel are his sheep"; and he says expressly: 
"If a man love me, he will keep my words, and my Father 
will love him, and we will come to him and make our abode 
with him." These promises of the Son of God, which can- 
not be shaken, we must confidently appropriate to ourselves. 
Nor shouldst thou, by thy doubts, exclude thyself from this 
blessed flock, which originates in the righteousness of the 
Qospel. They do not rightly distinguish between the law 
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and the Gospel, who, because they are unworthy, reckon 
not theinselyes among the sheep. Bather is this consola* 
tion afforded ns, that we are accepted ^^for the Son of Ood's 
sake," truly, without merit, not on account of our own 
righteousness, but through faith, because we are unworthy, 
and impure, and far from having fulfilled the law of Ood. 
That is, moreover, a universal promise, in which the Son of 
Ood saith: **Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy 
laden, and 1 will give you rest." 

The Eternal Father earnestly commands that we should 
hear the Son, and it is the greatest of all transgressions if 
we despise him and do not approve his voice. This is what 
every one should often and diligently consider, and in this 
disposition of the Father, revealed through the Son, find 
grace. 

Although, amid so great disturbances, many a sorrowful 
spectacle meets thine eye, and the Church is rent by discord 
and hate, and manifold and domestic public necessity is 
added thereto, still let not despair overcome thee, but know 
thou that thou hast the Son of God for a keeper and pro- 
tector, who will not suffer either the Church, or thee, or 
thy family, to be plucked out of his hand by the fury 
of the devil. 

With all my heart, therefore, do I supplicate the Son 
of God, our Lord Jesus Christ, who having been crucified 
for us, and raised again, sits at the right hand of the 
Father, to bless men with his gifts, and to him I pray 
that he would protect and govern this little church and 
me therein. Other sure trust, in this great flame when the 
whole world is on fire, I discern nowhere. Bach one has 
his separate hopes, and each one with his understanding 
seeks repose in something else; but however good that 
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may all be, it is still a far better, and unquestionably a 
more effectual, consolation to flee to the Son of God and 
expect help and deliverance from him. 

Such wishes will not be in vain. For to this end are 
we laden with such a crowd of dangers, that in events and 
occurrences which to human prudence are an inexplicable 
enigma, we may recognize the infinite goodness and present- 
ness of God, in that he, for his Son's sake, and through his 
Son, affords us aid. God will be owned in such deliverance 
just as in the deliverance of your first parents, who, after 
the fall, when they were forsaken by all creatures, were up* 
held by the help of God alone. So was the family of Noah 
in the floody so were the Israelites preserved when in the 
Bed Sea they stood between the towering walls of waters. 
These glorious examples are held up before us, that we 
might know, in like manner, the Church, without the help 
of any created beings, is often preserved. Many in all 
times have experienced such divine deliverance and sup- 
port in their personal dangers, as David saith: **My father 
and my mother have forsaken me, but the Lord taketh me 
up," and in another place David saith: '^He hath delivered 
the wretched who hath no helper.'' But in order that we 
may become partakers of these so great blessings, faith and 
devotion must be kindled within us, as it stands written: 
"Verily, I say unto you!" So likewise must our faith be 
exercised, that before deliverance we should pray for help 
and wait tor it, resting in God with a certain obeerfulness 
of soul; uia that we should not cherish continual doubt and 
melancholy murmuring in our hearts, but constantly set be- 
fore our eyes the admonition of God: "The peace of God 
which is higher than all understanding keep your heart and 
mind'*; which is to say, Be so comforted in God, in time ot 
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danger, that jour hearts, haying been strengthened bj con- 
fldenoe in the pity and presentness of God, may patiently 
wait for help and deliverance, and qnietly maintain that 
peaceful serenity which is the beginning of eternal life, and 
without which there can be no true devotion. 

For distrust and doubt produce a gloomy and terrible 
hate toward Ood, and that is the beginning of the eternal 
torments, and a rage like that of the devil. 

Now you must guard against these billows in the soul, 
and these stormy agitations, and, by meditation on the pre- 
cious promises of Ood, keep and establish your hearts. 

Truly these times allow not the wonted security and the 
wonted intoxication of the world, but they demand that 
with honest groans we should cry for help, as the Lord 
saith, '* Watch and pray that ye fall not into temptation," 
that ye may not, being overcome by despair, plunge into 
everlasting destraction. There is need of wisdom to discern 
the dangers of the soul, as well as the safeguard against 
them. Souls go to ruin as well when, in epicurean secu- 
rity, they make light of the wrath of God, as when they 
are overcome by doubt and cast down by anxious sorrow, 
and these transgressions aggravate the punishment. The 
godly, on the other hand, who by faith and devotion keep 
their hearts erect and near to God, enjoy the beginning of 
eternal life and obtain mitigation of the general distress. 

We, therefore, implore thee, Son of God, Lord Jesus 
Christ, who having been crucified and raised for us, stand- 
e0t in the secret counsel of the Godhead, and makest inter- 
cession for us, and hast said: ^'Gorne unto me, all ye that 
labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest" I 
oall upon thee, and with my whole heart beseech thee, 
aooording to thine infinite compassion, forgive us oar aino. 
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Thou knowest that in our great weakness we are not able 
to bear the burden of our woe. Do thou, therefore, afford 
us aid in our private and public necessities; be thou our 
shade and protector, uphold the churches in these lands, 
and all which serves for their defence and watch-care. 



SCHLEGEL 



I^ARL WILHBLM FBIBDBIOH YON SGHLBGBL» known ohMy as a 
^ historian of literature, was bora at Hanorer in 1772. After stadying 
at Gottingen and Leipsic, he lectured as a privai doceiU at the Uniyersity d 
Jena, and wrote a number of lyrical poems, together with a tragedy and an 
unfinished romance. In 1802 he went to Paris, where he lectured on phi- 
losophy. In 1808 he went to Vienna, and in the following year was made 
Imperial Oourt Secretary at the headquarters of the Archduke Charles. Wis 
here reproduce a portion of a lecture delivered at Vienna in 1810. At a later 
period Schlegel was Councillor of Legation in the Austrian Embassy at the 
Frankfort Diet. He died in 1829 at Dresden, where he was delivering a 
course of lectures on the philosophy of language. We may mention that 
Schlegel's wife was a Jewess, the daughter of Moses Mendelssohn, but ia 
1803 she, aa well as her husband, joined the Catholic Church. 



THE PHILOSOPHY OF HISTORY 

LECTURE DELIVERED AT VIENNA IN i8» 

THE philosophy of history — that is to say, the right 
comprehension of its wonderful course, the solution 
and illustration of its mighty problems, and of the 
complex enigmas of humanity, and its destiny in the lapse 
of ages — ^is not to be found in isolated events, or detached 
historical facts, but in the principles of social progress. 
Historical particulars can pnly serve to characterize the 
inward' motives, the prevailing opinions, the decisive mo- 
ments, the critical points in the progress of human society; 
and thus place more vividly before our eyes the peculiar 
character of every age — each step of mankind in intel- 
lectual refinement and moral improvement. To this end, 

historical details are indispensable; for the ruling prin* 
(820) 
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mpks of social development are oi a mora eaulted kindt 
and not mere <«gamo laws of natore, from whioht as in 
phymologjy when the first principle of diacHrder la nnder- 
stood, we can aooorately deduce, and partly at least deter- 
mine b^orehand, the nature of the different phenomena 
and symptoms, the rule of health, the diagnoatio of the 
disease, as well as the method of cure, ike approach of 
the crisis, and its natural declension, without being obliged 
to go through the labyrinth of all the different cases that 
may have ever existed. Again, it is not in the history of 
man, as in natural history, where the structure of the varioua 
plants and animals forms by dose analogy one connected 
q)ecies and genus; and where the growth, bloom, decay, 
and extinction of individuals follow in a uniform order, 
like day and night, or like the change of the seasons. But 
in the sphere of human freedom, as man is a natural creat- 
ure, but a natural creature endowed with free will — ^that 
is to say, with the faculty of moral determination between 
the good or heavenly impulse, and the wicked or hostile 
principle— all these organic laws of nature form only the 
physical basis of his progress and history. And hardly 
do they form this^— but rather a mere disposition of which 
the direction depends on man, or on the use he makes of 
his own freedom. It is only when that higher principle 
of man's free will has been weakened, debased, obscured, 
extinguished, and utterly confounded, that those laws of 
nature can hold good in history. Then, indeed, the symp- 
toms of a diseased age, the organic vices of a nation, the 
prognostics of a general crisis of the world, may be deter- 
mined to a certain extent with the precision of medical 
science. Though the general feelings of mankind clearly 
declare the soul to be endowed with the faculty of free 
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will, jet to reason, this freedom is an almost inextricable 
enigma, the solution of which must be furnished by faith. 
Or, rather, this is a mystery, of which the key and expla- 
nation must be sought for in God and his Beyelation ; and 
the same will apply to every higher principle that tran- 
scends nature and nature's laws. 

Along with the principle of man's free will, which rises 
above necessity, that law of nature — ^there is another higher 
and divine principle in the historical progress of nations; 
and this is the visible guidance of an all-loving and all- 
ruling Providence displayed in the course of history and 
the march of human destiny, whether in things great or 
small. But the power of evil is something more than a 
mere power of nature, and in comparison with this it is 
a power of a higher and more spiritual kind. It is that 
power whose influence is not only felt in the sensual incli- 
nations of nature, but which, under the mask of a false 
liberty, unceasingly labors to rob man of his true freedom. 
Thus Providence is not a mere vague notion, a formula 
of belief, or a feeling of virtuous anticipation — a mere 
pious conjecture — but it is the real, effective, historical, 
redeeming power of God, which restores to man and the 
whole human race their lost freedom, and with it the 
effectual power of good. The problem of human existence 
consists in this, that man in the great stage of history, as 
in the little details of private life, has to choose and deter- 
mine between a true heavenly freedom, ever faithful and 
steadfast to God, and the false, rebellious freedom of a 
will separated from God. The mere license of passion or 
of sensual appetite is no liberty, but a stem bondage under 
the yoke of nature. But as that false and criminal free- 
^ dom is spiritual, so it is superior to nature; and it is 



SOHLEGXIt 6^6 

strictlj oonformable to trath, to regard him m the first 
author of this false liberty whom Revelation represents as 
the mightiest, the most potent, and the most intellectual 
egotist among all created beings, either in the visible or 
the invisible world. 

Without this freedom of choice innate in man or im- 
parted to him — ^this faculty of determining between the 
divine impulse and the suggestion of the spirit of evil- 
there would be no history, and without a faith in such a 
principle there could be no philosophy of historyo If free 
will were a mere psychological illusion; if, consequently, 
man were incapable of sentiment or deliberate action; if 
all in life were predetermined by necessity, and subject, 
like nature, to a blind, immutable destiny; in that case, 
what we call history, or the description of mankind, would 
merely constitate a branch of natural science. Bat such 
notions are utterly repugnant to the general belief and the 
most intimate feelings of mankind, according to which it 
18 precisely the conflict between the good or divine prin- 
ciple, on the one hand, and the evil or adverse principle, 
on the other, which forms the purport of human life and 
human history from the beginning to the end of time. 
Without the idea of a Godhead regulating the coarse of 
human destiny, of an all-ruling Providence, and the sav- 
ing and redeeming power of God, the history of the world 
would be a labyrinth without an outlet — a confused pile 
of ages buried upon ages — a mighty tragedy without a 
light beginning or a proper ending; and this melancholy 
and tragical expression is produced on our minda^ by sev- 
eral of the great ancient historians, particularly the pro- 
foundest of them all, Tacitus, who, toward the close of 
antiquity, glances so dark a retrospect upon the past. 
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But the great historical mystery — the deepest and most 
complicated enigma of the world— ^is the permission of 
Qvil on the part of G-od, which can find its explanation 
and soiation only in the unfettered freedom of man, in the 
destination of the latter for a state of struggle, exposed 
to the influence of two contending powers, and which 
commences with the first early mission of Adam. This is 
nothing else but the real and entire exercise — ^the divinely 
ordained trial of the faculty of freedom, imparted to the 
firstling of the new creation — the image of God, in the 
conflict and the victory over temptation and all hostile 
spirits. That man only who recognizes the permission of 
God given to evil in its at first inconceivably wide extent 
— the whole magnitude of the / power permitted to the 
wicked principle, according to the inscrutable decrees of 
God, from the curse of Cain — and the sign of that curse — 
its unimpeded transmission through all the labyrinths of 
error, and truth grossly disfigured — ^through all the false 
religions of heathenism — all the ages of extreme moral 
corruption, and eternally repeated, and ever-increasing 
crime, down to the period when the anti-Christian prin- 
ciple— the spirit of evil— shaU usurp entire dominion of 
the world; when mankind, sufficiently prepared, shall be 
summoned to the last decisive trial — ^the last great conflict 
with the enemy in all the fulness of his power: — that man 
only, we say, is capable of understanding the great phe- 
nomena of universal history in their often strange and 
dark complexity, as far, at least, as human eye can pene- 
trate into those hidden and mysterious ways of Provi- 
dence. But he. who regards everything in humanity, and 
the progress of humanity, in a mere natural or rationalist 
point of viewi and will explain everything by suoh views} 
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who, thoagh perhaps not without a oortain instinctive 
feeling of an all-ruling Providence — a certain pious defer- 
ence for its secret ways and high designs — ^yet is devoid 
of a full knowledge of, and deep insight into, the conduct 
of Providence — he to whom the power of evil is not clear, 
evident, and fully intelligible; he will ever rest on the 
surface of events and historical facts, and, satisfied with 
the outward appearance of things, neither comprehend the 
meaning of the whole, nor understand the import of any 
part. But the matter of greatest moment is to watch the 
Spirit of God, revealing itself in history, enlightening 
and directing the judgments of men, saving and conduct- 
ing mankind, and even here below admonishing, judging, 
and chastising nations and generations; to watch this spirit 
in its progress through all ages, and discern the fiery marks 
and traces of its footsteps. This threefold law of the world, 
these three mighty principles in the historical progress of 
mankind — ^the hidden ways of a Providence delivering and 
emancipating the human race; next, the free will of man, 
doomed to a decisive choice in the struggle of life, and 
every action and sentiment springing from that freedom; 
lastly, the power permitted by God to the evil principle 
cannot be deduced as things absolutely necessary, like the 
phenomena of nature, or the laws of human reason. Such 
a general deduction would by no means answer the object 
intended ; but it is in the characteristic marks of particular 
events and historical facts that the visible traces of invisible 
power and design, or of high and hidden wisdom, must 
be sought for. And hence the philosophy of history ia 
not a theory standing apart and separated from history, 
but its results must be drawn out of the multitude of his* 
toncal facts— from the faithful record of ages, and most 
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spring npi as it were, of themselves, from bare obeenratioii. 
And here an unprejadieed mind will disoem the motiye^ 
and also the jostifioation, of the oooise we have/ pursued; 
for in the philosophy of history we have not to do with 
any system — any series of abstract notions, positions, and 
conolnsions, as in the construction of a mere theory — ^but 
with the general principles only of historical investigatioii 
and historical judgment 

In the multitude, however, of historical phenomena, 
all things, especially in times of great party conflicts, are 
of a mixed nature, where, in the selection of characteristic 
traits, we should rather avoid than seek for any rude and 
violent contrasts. For while, on the one hand, in any 
great historical contest, we are bound to recognisse the full 
jastice of the true cause, yet, on the other, we shall often 
find some flaw — some stain—- some weak point connected 
with that cau8&— not inherent in the cause itself, but 
chargeable solely on human infirmity o. Or when we must 
condemn the revolution of any period as pernicious in its 
general relations and reprehensible in itself, we shall often 
see some motive lie concealed in its origin — in its first 
proceedings — which taken in itself , . and abstractedly of 
subsequent errors and the false consequences thence de- 
duced, comprises some important indications of rights 
some lofty aspirations after truth. Every general asser- 
tion must be restricted by exceptions, and qualified by 
various modifications; and as in historical events, so ift 
historical narration and speculation, nothing is so hurtful 
and unprofitable as an absolute mode of reflection, inquiiy, 
and decision. This remark we may i^ply by anticipatioa 
to the whole period of latter ages, and as inculcating the 
necessity of that conciliatory spirit which true philosophy 
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cannot fail of adopting for its role. It is only when we 
have gone very deeply into the varied and complex nature 
ct the circumstances of any age and examined in their 
manifold bearings these historical phenomena which attend 
or produce the critical turning points, the decisive eras of 
histojy, that we can clearly discover the spiritual elements 
---the great ideas which lie at the bottom of a mighty 
revolution in society. In every other abstract science, an 
exception from the rule appears a contradiction, but in the 
Bcience of history every real exception ^rves but the better 
to make us comprehend and judge the rest. 
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ryrro edward Leopold von bismarck was bom Apni i, isis. 

^^ He received the usual education of young men belonging to the clasa 
of the country gentry, graduating in due course at a Gymnasium and a uni- 
versity. When he first entered upon a diplomatic career, it was as a type of 
the Junkers, that is to say, as a representative of the most conservative, not 
to say reactionary, landed proprietors. He was opposed to the assumption 
of the imperial crown by the Eling of Prussia in 1848-19, because the offer of 
the dignity came from the Frankfort Parliament, and not from the Grerman 
princes. When he subsequently represented Prussia at Frankfort in the Diet 
of the German Confederation, he steadily set himself to diminish the prepon- 
derant influence of Austria, and to organize a pro-Prussian party among the 
smaller German States. Having been made head of the Prussian Ministry in 
1862, he governed for four years in defiance of the will of the Prussian Legis- 
lature, and literally risked his head in order to bring about the evolution of an 
army which should secure for Prussia the leadership of Germany. His de- 
signs were triumphantly carried out in 1866 and 1870-tl, and he continued to 
govern the Fatherland as Chancellor of the Grerman Empire and Prime Minister 
of Prussia until after the accession of the present Emperor, William 11. H^ 
died in 1898, ten years after the delivery of his speech on the Army bill, 
which is here reproduced. 

A PLEA FOR IMPERIAL ARMAMENT 

IF I rise . to speak to-day it is not to urge on your ac- 
ceptance the measure the President has mentioned 
(the army appropriation). I do not feel anxious about 
its adoption, and I do not believe that I can do anything 
to increase the majority by which it will be adopted — by 
which it is all- important at home and abroad that it should 
be adopted. Gentlemen of all parties have made up their 

minds how they will vote, and I have the fullest confidence 
828 
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in the German Eeichstag that it will restore our armament 
to the height from which we reduced it in the period be- 
tween 1867 and 1882; and this not with respect to the 
conditions of the moment, not with regard to the appre- 
hensions which may excite the stock exchanges and the 
mind of the public; but with a considerate regard for 
the general condition- of Europe. In speaking, I will have 
more to say of this than of the immediate question. 

I do not speak willingly, for under existing conditions 
a word unfortunately spoken may be ruinous, and the 
multiplication of words can do little to explain the situa- 
tion, either to our own people or to foreigners. I speak 
unwillingly, but I fear that if I kept silent there would 
be an increase rather than a diminution of the expectations 
which have attached themselves to this debate, of unrest 
in the public mind, of the disposition to nervousness at 
home and abroad. The public might believe the question 
to be so difficult and critical that a minister for foreign 
affairs would not dare to touch upon it. I speak, there- 
fore, but I can say truly that I speak with reluctance. I 
might limit myself to recalling expressions to which I gave 
utterance from this same place a year and a day ago. 
Little change has taken place in the situation since then. 
I chanced to-day on a clipping from the *' Liberal G-azette," 
a paper which I believe stands nearer to my friend, Eep- 
resentative Richter, than it does to me. It pictures one 
difficult situation to elucidate another, but I can take only 
general notice of the main points there touched on, with 
the explanation that if the situation has since altered, it 
is for the better rather than for the worse. 

We had then our chief apprehension because of a war 
which might come to us from France. Since then, one 
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peace-loving President has retired from administration in 
France, and another peace-loving President has succeeded 
him. It is certainly a favorable symptom that in choosing 
its new chief executive France has not put its hand into 
Pandora's box, but that we have assurance of a continua- 
tion under President Camot of the peaceful policy repre- 
sented by President Gr^vy. We have, moreover, other 
changes in the French administration whose peaceful sig- 
nificance is even stronger than that of the change in the 
presidency — an event which involved other causes. Such 
members of the ministry as were disposed to subordinate 
the peace of France and of Europe to their personal inter- 
ests have been shoved out, and others, of whom we have 
not this to fear, have taken their places. I think I can 
state, also — and I do it with pleasure, because I do not 
wish to excite but to calm the public mind — that our rela- 
tions with France are more peaceful, much less explosive 
than a year ago. 

The fears which have been excited during the year have 
been occasioned more by Russia than by France, or I may 
say that the occasion was rather the exchange of mutual 
threats^ excitement, reproaches, and provocations which 
have taken place during the summer between the Bussian 
and the French press. But I do not believe that the situa- 
tion in Russia is materially different now from what it was 
a year ago. The ** Liberal Grazette" has printed in display 
type what I said then — '*Our friendship with Russia sus- 
tained no interruption during our war, and it is elevated 
above all doubt to-day. We expect neither assault nor 
attack nor unfriendliness from Russia." Perhaps this was 
printed in large letters to make it easier to attack it. 
Perhaps also with the hope that I had reached a different 
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! conclusion in the meantime and had become convinced that 

I 

my confidence in the Russian policy of last year was erro- 
neous. This is not the case. The grounds which gave oc- 
casion for it lie partly in the Russian press and partly in 
the mobilization of Russian troops. I cannot attach de- 
cided importance to the attitude of the press. They say 
that it means more in Russia than it does in France. I 
am of the contrary opinion. In France the press is a 
power which influences the conclusions of the administra- 
tion. It is not such a power in Russia, nor can it be; but 
in both cases the press is only spots of printer's ink on 
paper against which we have no war to wage. There can 
be no ground of provocation for us in it. Behind each 
article is only one man — the man who has guided the pen 
to send the article into the world. Even in a Russian 
paper, we may say in an independent Russian paper, 
secretly supported by French subsidies, the case is not 
altered. The pen which has written in such a paper an 
article hostile to Germany has no one behind it but the 
man whose hand held the pen, the man who in his cabinet 
produced the lucubration and the protector which every 
Russian newspaper is wont to have — ^that is to say the 
official more or less important in Russian party politics 
who gives such a paper his protection. But both of them 
do not weigh a feather against the authority of his Majesty, 
the Czar of Russia. . . . 

Since the great war of 1870 was concluded, has there 
been any year, I ask you, without its alarm of war ? Just 
as we were returning, at the beginning of the seventies, 
they said : When will we have the next war ? When will 
the Revanche be fought? In five years at latest. They 
Baid to us then: "The question of whether we will have 
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irar and of the success with which we shall have it (it was 
a representative of the Centre who upbraided me with it 
in the Beichstag) depends to-day only on Bussia. Bussia 
alone has the decision in her hands.'* 

Perhaps 1 will return to this question later. In the 
meantime, I will continue the pictures of these forty years 
and recall that in 1876 a war-cloud gathered in the South; 
that in 1877, the Balkan War was only prevented by the 
Berlin Congress from putting the whole of Europe in a 
blaze, and that quite suddenly after the Congress a new 
vision of danger was disclosed to us in the East because 
Bussia was offended by our action at the conference. Per- 
haps, later on, I will recur to this also if my strength 
will permit. 

Then followed a certain reaction in the intimate rela- 
tions of the three emperors which allowed us to look for 
some time into the future with more assurance; yet on the 
first signs of uncertainty in their relations, or because of 
the lapsing of the agreements they had niade with each 
other, our public opinion showed the same nervous and, 
I think, exaggerated excitement with which we had to 
contend last year — ^which, at the present time, I hold 
to be specially uncalled for. But because I think this 
nervousness uncalled for now, I am far from concluding 
that we do not need an increase of our war-footing. On 
the contrary 1 Therefore, I have unrolled before you this 
tableau of forty years — perhaps not to your amusement 1 
If not, I beg your pardon, but had I omitted a year from 
that which you yourselves had experienced with shudder- 
ing, the impression might have been lost that the state of 
anxiety before wars, before continually extending compli- 
cations, the entanglements of which no one can anticipate 
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— that this condition is permanent with ns; that we must 
reckon upon it as a permanency; and that independently 
of the circumstances of the moment, with the self-confidence 
of a great nation which is strong enough under any circum- 
stances to take its fate into its own hands against any coali- 
tion ; with the confidence in itself and in Qod which its own 
power and the righteousness of its cause, a righteousness 
which the care of the government will always keep with 
Germany — ^that we shall be able to foresee every possibility 
and, doing so, to look forward to peace. 

The long and the short of it is that in these days we 
must be as strong as we can; and if we will, we can be 
stronger than any other country of equal resources in the 
world. I will return to that. And it would be a crime 
not to use our resources. If we do not need an army pre- 
pared for war, we do not need to call for it. It depends 
merely on the not very important question of the cost — 
and it is not very important, though I mention it inciden- 
tally. I have no mind to go into figures, financial or mili- 
tary, but France during the last few years has spent in 
improving her forces three thousand millions, while we 
have spent hardly fifteen hundred millions including that 
we are now asking for. But I leave the ministers of war 
and of finance to deal with that. When I say that we must 
strive continually to be ready for all emergencies, I ad- 
vance the proposition that, on account of our geographical 
position, we must make greater efiorts than other powers 
would be obliged to make in view of the same ends. 
We lie in the middle of Europe. We have at least three 
fronts on which we can be attacked. France has only an 
eastern boundary; Eussia only its western, exposed to as- 
sault. We are. moreover, more exposed than any other 

Vol. III.— + 16— Orationa 
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people to the danger of hostile coalition because of our 
geographical position, and because, perhaps, of the feeble 
power of cohesion which, until now, the German people 
has exhibited when compared with others. At any rate, 
God has placed us in a position where our neighbors will 
prevent us from falling into a condition of sloth — of wal- 
lowing in the mire of mere existence. On one side of us 
he has set the French, a most warlike and restless nation; 
and he has allowed to become exaggerated in the Bussians 
fighting tendencies which had not become apparent in 
them during the earlier part of the century. So we are 
spurred forward on both sides Jbo endeavors which per- 
haps we would not make otherwise. The pikes in the 
European carp-pond will not allow us to become carp, 
because they make us feel their stings in both our sides. 
They force us to an eflEort which, perhaps, we would not 
make otherwise, and they force us also to a cohesion 
among ourselves as Germans which is opposed to our 
innermost nature; otherwise we would prefer to struggle 
with each other. But when we are enfiladed by the press 
of France and Bussia, it compels us to stand together, and 
through such compression it will so increase our fitness 
for cohesion that we may finally come into the same con- 
dition of indivisibility which is natural to other people — 
which thus far we have lacked. We must respond to 
this dispensation of Providence, however, by making our- 
selves so strong that the pike can do nothing more than 
encourage us to exert ourselves. We had, years ago, in 
the times of the Holy Alliance (I recall an old American 
song which I learned from my dead friend. Motley: 

In good old colonial times 
When we lived under a king!) 
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We had then patriarchal times and with them a multitude 
of balustrades on which we could support ourselves, and 
a multitude of dikes to protect us from the wild Euro- 
pean floods. That was the German confederation, and the 
true beginning, and continuance, and conclusion of the 
Gterman confederation was the Holy Alliance, for whose 
service it was made. We depended on Bussia and Aus- 
tria, and, above everything, we relied on our own mod- 
esty, which did not allow us to speak before the rest of 
the company had spoken. We have lost all that, and we 
must help ourselves. The Holy Alliance was shipwrecked 
in the Crimean War — ^through no fault of ours I The Grer- 
man confederation has been destroyed by us because our 
existence under it was neither tolerable for us nor for the 
German people. Both have ceased to exist. After the dis- 
solution of the German confederation, after the war of 1866, 
we would have been obliged to reckon on isolation for 
Prussia or North Germany, had we been obliged to stop 
at reckoning with the fact that, on no side would they 
forgive us the new and great successes which we had ob- 
tained. Never do other powers look with pleasure on the 
triumphs of a neighbor. 

Our connection with Eussia was not disturbed, how- 
ever, by the events of 1866. In 1866 the memory of the 
politics of Count von Buol and of Austrian politics dur- 
ing the Crimean War was too fresh in Bussia to allow 
them to think of supporting the Austrian against the 
Prussian monarchy, or of renewing the campaign which 
Czar Nicholas had conducted f<5r Austria in 1849. For 
us, therefore, there remained a natural inclination toward 
Bussia, which, foreseen in the last century, had in this 
its recognized origin in the politics of Czar Alexander I. 
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To him Prussia owes thanks indeed. In 1813 he could 
easily have turned on the Polish frontiers and concluded 
peace. Later he could have brought about the fall of 
Prussia. We have then, as a fact, to thank, for the resto- 
ration of the old footing, the goodwill of Czar Alexander 
I. ; or, if you are inclined to be sceptical, say to the need 
felt in Bussian politics for Prussia. This feeling of grati- 
tude has controlled the administration of Frederick William 
the Third. 

The balance which Russia had on its account with Prus- 
sia was used up through the friendship, I may say through, 
the serviceability of Prussia during the entire reign of Czar 
Nicholas, and, I may add, settled at Olmutz. At Olmutz, 
Czar Nicholas did not take the part of Prussia, did not 
shield us from adverse experience, did not guard us against 
humiliation; for, on the whole, he leaned toward Austria 
more than toward Prussia. The idea that during his ad- 
ministration we owed thanks to Bussia results from a his- 
torical legend. But while Czar Nicholas lived, we, on our 
side, did not violate the tradition with Bussia. During the 
Crimean War, as I have already told you, we stood by Bus- 
sia in spite of threats and of some hazard. His Majesty, the 
late king, had no desire to play a decided part in the war 
with a strong army, as I think he could easily have done. 
We had concluded treaties by which we were bound to put 
a hundred thousand men in the field by a set time. I ad- 
vised his Majesty that we should put not a hundred thou- 
sand but two hundred thousand in the field, and to put 
them there d ckeval so that we could use them right and 
left; so that his Majesty would have been the final arbiter 
of the fortunes of the Crimean War. But his late Majesty 
was not inclined to warlike undertakings, and the people 
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ought to be grateful to him for it. I was younger and less 
experienced then than I am now. We bore no malice for 
Olmutz, however, during the Crimean War. We came out 
of the Crimean War as a friend of Bussia, and while I was 
ambassador to Bussia I enjoyed the fruit of this friendship 
in a very favorable reception at court and in Bussian so« 
eiety. Our attitude toward Austria in the Italian War was 
not to the taste of the Bussian cabinet, but it had no un- 
favorable consequences. Our Austrian War of 1866 was 
looked upon with a certain satisfaction. No one in Bussia 
then grudged Austria what she got. In the year 1870 we 
had, in taking our stand and making our defence, the sat- 
isfaction of coincidently rendering a service to our Bussian 
friends in the Black Sea. The opening of the Black Sea 
by the contracting powers would never have been probable 
if the Germans had not been victorious in the neighborhood 
of Paris. Had we been defeated, for example, I think the 
conclusion of the London agreement would not have been 
BO easily in Bussia's favor. So the war of 1870 left no ill 
humor between as and Bussia. • • . 

The bill will bring us an increase of troops capable of 
bearing arms — a possible increase, which, if we do not need 
it, we need not call out, but can leave the men at home. 
But we will have it ready for service if we have arms for 
it. And that is a matter of primary importance. I re- 
member the carbine which was furnished by England to 
our Landwehr in 1818, and with which I had some prac- 
tice as a huntsman — ^that was no weapon for a soldier! 
We can get arms suddenly for an emei^ency, but if we 
have them ready for it, then this bill will count for a 
strengthening of our peace forces and a reinforcement of 
the peace league as great as if a fourth great power had 
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joined the alliance with an army of seven hundred thou- 
sand men — the greatest yet put in the field. 

I think, too, that this powerful reinforcement of the 
army will have a quieting effect on our own people, and 
will in some measure relieve the nervousness of our ex- 
changes, of our press, and of our public opinion. I hope 
they all will be comforted if they make it clear to them- 
selves that after this reinforcement and from the moment 
of the signature and publication of the bill the soldiers are 
there! But arms are necessary, and we must provide bet- 
ter ones if we wish to have an army of trianans — of the 
best manhood that we have among our people; of fathers 
of family over thirty years old! And we must give them 
the best arms that can be had! We must not send them 
into battle with what we have not thought good enough 
for our young troops of the line. But our steadfast men, 
our fathers of family, our Samsons, such as we remember 
seeing hold the bridge at Versailles, must have the best 
arms on their shoulders, and the best clothing to protect 
them against the weather which can be had from anywhere. 
We must not be niggardly in this. And I hope it will re- 
assure our countrymen if they think now it will be the case 
^-as I do not believe — that we are likely to be attacked on 
both sides at once. There is a possibility at it, for, as I 
have explained to you in the hietorry oi the Forty Years' 
War, all manner of coalitions may occur. But if it should 
occur we could hold the deijensive on our borders with a 
million good soldiers. At the same time, we could hold in 
reserve a half million or more, almost a million, indeed; 
and send them forward as they were needed. Some one 
lias said to me: **The only result of that will be that the 
others will increase their forces also.'' But they cannot 
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Thej have long ago reached the maximuin. We lowered 
it in 1867 because we thought that, haying the N orth-Ger- 
man confederation, we could make ourselves easier and ex- 
empt men over thirty-two. In consequence our neighbors 
have adopted a longer term of service— many of them a 
twenty year term. They have a maximum as high as ours, 
but they cannot touch us in quality. Courage is equal in 
all civilized nations. The Russians or the French acquit 
themselves as bravely as the Germans. But our people, 
our seven hundred thousand men, are veterans trained in 
service, tried soldiers who have not yet forgotten their 
training. And no people in the world can touch us in 
this, that we have the material for officers and under-offi- 
cers to command this army. That is what they cannot imi- 
tate. The whole tendency of popular education leads to that 
in Germany as it does in no other country. The measure of 
education necessary to fit an officer or under-officer to meet 
the demands which the soldier makes on him, exists with 
us to a much greater extent than with any other people. 
We have more material for officers and under-officers than 
any other country, and we have a corps of officers that no 
other country can approach. In this and in the excellence 
of our corps of under-officers, who are really the pupils of 
our officers' corps, lies our superiority. The course of ed- 
ucation which fits an officer to meet the strong demands 
made on his position for self-denial, for the duty of com- 
radeship, and for fulfilling the extraordinarily difficult social 
duties whose fulfilment is made necessary among us by the 
comradeship which, thank God, exists in the highest degree 
among officers and men without the least detriment to dis- 
cipline—they cannot imitate us in that — ^that relationship 
between officers and men which, with a few unfortunate 
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ezoeptions, exists in the Oennao amy; But the excep- 
tions oonfinn the role, and so we can say thai no Oerman 
officer leaves his soldiers nnder fire, but fariogs them onl 
even at the risk of his own life; while, on the other hand, 
no Oerman seedier, as we know by experience, f onakes hia 
officer. 

If other armies intend to supply with officers and sub- 
officers as numy troops as we intend to have at once, then 
they must educate the officers, for no untaught fool is fit 
to command a company, and much less is he fit to fulfil 
the difficult duties which an officer owes to his men, if he 
is to keep their loye and respect. The measure of edaca- 
tion which is demanded for that, and the qualities which, 
among us especially, are expressed in comradeship and 
sympathy by the officer — thai no mle and no regulation 
in the world can impress on the officers of other countries. 
In that we are superior to all, and in that they cannot imi- 
tate us! On that point I have no fear. 

But there is still another advantage to be derived from 
the adoption of this bill : The very strength for which we 
strive shows our peaceful disposition. That sounds para- 
doxical, bat still it is true. 

No man would attack us when we have such a power- 
ful war-machine as we wish to make the German army. If 
I were to come before you to-day and say to you — sappos- 
ing me to be convinced that the conditions are Jifierent 
from what they are— if I were to say to you: "We are 
strongly threatened by France and Bussia; it is evident 
that we will be attacked; my conviction as a diplomat, 
considering the military necessities of the case, is that it 
is expedient for us to take the defensive by striking the 
first blow, as we are now in a position to do; an aggrea- 
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8ive war is to our advantage, and I beg the Beichstag for 
a milliard or half a milliard to begin it at once against both 
our neighbors' ' — ^indeed, gentlemen, I do not know that 70a 
would have snfficient confidence in me to consent I I hope 
you would not. 

But if you were to do it, it would not satisfy me. If 
we, in Germany, should wish to wage war with the full ex- 
ertion of our national strength, it must be a war with which 
all who engage in it, all who offer themselves as sacrifices in 
it — ^in short, the whole nation takes part as one man; it must 
be a people's war; it must be a war carried on with the en- 
thusiasm of 1870, when we were ruthlessly attacked. I well 
remember the ear-splitting, joyful shouts at the Cologne rail- 
way station; it was the same from Berlin to Cologne; and it 
was the same here in Berlin. The waves of public feeling 
in favor of war swept us into it whether we wished or not. 
It must always be so if the power of a people such as ours 
is to be exerted to the full. It will be very difficult, how- 
ever, to make it clear to the provinces and states of the 
confederation and to their peoples that war is now unavoid- 
ably necessary. They would ask: '*Are you sure of that? 
Who knows?" In short, when we came to actual hostili- 
ties, the weight of such imponderable considerations would 
be much heavier against us than the material opposition we 
would meet from our enemies. '*Holy Russia" would be 
irritated; France would bristle with bayonets as far as the 
Pyrenees. It would be the same everywhere. A war 
which was not decreed by the popular will could be car- 
ried on if once the constituted authorities had finally 
decided on it as a necessity; it would be carried on vig- 
orously, and perhaps successfully, after the first fire and 
the sight of blood. But it would not be a finish fight in 
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its spirit with snoh fire and ^n behind it as we would 
have in a war in which we were attacked. Then aD Oer- 
many from Memei to Lake Constance wonld flame out like 
a powder mine; the country wonld bristle with arms, and 
no enemy would be rash enough to join issues with the 
furor TeuUmicus (Berserker madness) thus roused by attack. 

We must not lose sight of such considerations, eren if 
we are now superior to our future opponents, as many mili- 
tary critics besides our own consider us to be. All our own 
critics are convinced of our superiority. Naturally every 
soldier believes it. He would come very near to being a 
failure as a soldier if he did not wish for war and feel full 
assurance of victory. If our rivals sometimes suspect that 
it is fear of the result which makes us peacefal, they are 
grievously in error. We believe as thoroughly in the cer- 
tainty of our victory in a righteous cause as any lieutenant 
in a foreign garrison can believe in his third glass of cham- 
pagne — and perhaps we have more ground for our assurance! 
It is not fear which makes us peaceable, but the conscions- 
ness of our strength — ^the consciousness that if we were at- 
tacked at the most unfavorable time, we are strong enough 
for defence and for keeping in view the possibility of leav- 
ing it to the providence of G-od to remove in the meantime 
the necessity for war. 

I am never for an offensive war, and if war can come 
only through our initiative, it will not begin. Fire, must 
be kindled by some one before it can burn, and we will 
not kindle it. Neither the consciousness of our strength, 
as I have just represented it, nor the trust in our alliances 
will prevent us from continuing with our accustomed zeal 
our accustomed efforts to keep the peace. We will not 
allow ourselves to be led by bad temper; we will not yield 
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to prejudice. It is undoubtedly true that the threats, the 
insults, the provocations which have been directed against 
us, have aroused great and natural animosities on our side. 
And it is hard to rouse such feelings in the Ghermans, for 
they areNjess sensitive to the dislike of others toward them 
than any other nation. We are taking pains, however, to 
soften these animosities, and in the future as in the past we 
will strive to keep the peace with our neighbors — especially 
with Russia. When I say ** especially with Russia,'' I mean 
that France offers us no security for the success of our ef- 
forts, though I will not say that it does not help. "We will 
never seek occasion to quarrel. We will never attack France. 
In the many small occasions for trouble which the disposi- 
tion of our neighbors to spy and to bribe has given us, we 
have made pleasant and amicable settlements. I would 
hold it grossly criminal to allow such trifles either to oc- 
casion a great national war or to make it probable. There 
are occasions when it is true that the '*more reasonable gives 
way. ' ' I name Russia especially, and I have the same con- 
fidence in the result I had a year ago when my expression 
gave this ** Liberal' ' paper here occasion for black, type. 
But I have it without running after — or, as a German paper 
expressed it, ** grovelling before Russia." That time has 
gone by. We no longer sue for favor, either in France or 
in Russia. The Russian press and Russian public opinion 
have shown the door to an old, powerful, and attached 
friend as we were. We will not force ourselves upon 
them. We have sought to regain the old confidential re- 
lationship, but we will run after no one. But that does 
not prevent us from observing— it rather spurs us on to 
observe with redoubled care — the treaty rights of Russia. 
Among these treaty rights are some which are not con- 
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ceded by all our friends : I mean the rights which at the 
Berlin Congress Bnssia won in the matter of Bulgaria. . . . 
In consequence of the resolution of the Congress, Bussia, 
up to 1886, chose as prince a near relative of the Czar, con- 
cerning whom no one asserted or could assert that he was 
anything else than a Bussian dependant. It appointed the 
minister of war and a greater part of the officials. In short, 
it governed Bulgaria. There is no possible doubt of it. 
The Bulgarians, or a part of them, or their prince— I do 
not know which — were not satisfied. There was a coup 
tPttat^ and there has been a defection from Bussia. This 
has created a situation which we have no call to change 
by force of arms — though its existence does not change 
theoretically the rights which Bussia gained from the con- 
ference. But if Bussia should seek to establish its rights 
forcibly I do not know what difficxdties might arise, and it 
does not concern us to know. We will not support forcible 
measures and will not advise them. I do not believe there 
is any disposition toward them. I am sure no such inclina- 
tion exists. But if through diplomatic means, through the 
intervention of the Sultan as the suzerain of Bulgaria, Bus- 
sia seeks its rights, then I assume that it is the province of 
loyal German statesmanship to give an unmistakable sup- 
port to the provisions of the Berlin Treaty, and to stand by 
the interpretation which without exception we gave it — an 
interpretation on which the voice of the Bulgarians cannot 
make me err. Bulgaria, the Statelet between the Danube 
and the Balkans, is certainly not of sufficient importance 
to justify plunging Europe into war> from Moscow to the 
Pyrenees, from the North Sea to Palermo— a war ike issue 
of which no one could foresee, at the end of which no one 
oould tell what the fighting had been about 
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So I can say openly that the position of the 
press, the nnfriendUiiess we have experienced from Bas- 
sian public (pinion, will not prevent us from supporting 
Bussia in a diplomatic attempt to establish its rights as 
soon as it makes up its mind to assert them in Bulgaria. 
I say deliberately — ^"As soon as Bassia expresses the 
wish." We have put ourselves to some trouble here- 
tofore to meet the views of Bussia on the strength of 
reliable hints, but we have lived to see the Bussian press 
attacking, as hostile to Bussia, the very things in German 
politics which were prompted by a desire to anticipate 
Bussia's wishes. We did that at the Congress, but it will 
not happen again. If Bussia officially asks us to support 
measures for the restoration in Bulgaria of the situation 
approved by the Oongress with the Sultan as suzerain, I 
would not hesitate to advise his Majesty, the Emperor, 
that it should be done. This is the demand which the 
treaties make on our loyalty to a neighbor, with whonii 
be the mood what it will, we have to maintain neighborly 
relations and defend great common interests of monarchy, 
such as the interests of order against its antc^onists in all 
Europe, with a neighbor, I say, whose sovereign has a per- 
fect understanding in this regard with the allied sovereigns. 
I do not doubt that when the Ozar of Bussia finds that the 
interests of his great empire of a hundred million people 
requires war, he will make war. But his interests cannot 
possibly prompt him to make war against us. I do not 
think it at all probable that such a question of interest is 
likely to present itself. I do not believe that a disturbance 
of the peace is imminent — if I may recapitulate— and I b^ 
that you will consider the pending measure without regard 
to that thought or that apprehension, looking on it rather 
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as a full restoration of the mighty power which God has 
created in the German people — a power to be used if we 
need it I If we do not need it, we will not use it and 
we will seek to avoid the necessity for its use. This at* 
tempt is made somewhat more difficalt by threatening arti- 
cles in foreign newspapers, and I may give special admoni- 
tion to the outside world against the continuance of such 
articles. They lead to nothing. The threats made against 
ns, not by the government but in the newspapers, are in- 
credibly stupid, when it is remembered that they assume 
that a great and proud power such as the German Empire 
is capable of being intimidated by an array of black spots 
made by a printer on paper, a mere marshalling Qf words. 
If they would give up that idea, we could reach a better 
understanding with both our neighbors. Every country 
is finally answerable for the wanton mischief done by its 
newspapers, and the reckoning is liable to be presented 
some day in the shape of a final decision from some other 
country. We can be bribed very easily — perhaps too easily 
— with love and goodwill. But with threats, never 1 

We Germans fear God, and nothing else in the world! 

It is the fear of God which makes us love peace and 
keep it. He who breaks it against us ruthlessly will learn 
the meaning of the warlike love of the Fatherland which 
in 1818 rallied to the standard the entire population of the 
then small and weak kingdom of Prussia; he will learn, 
too, that this patriotism is now the common property of 
the entire German nation, so that whoever attacks Ger- 
many will find it unified in arms, every warrior having 
in his heart the steadfast faith that God will be with us. 
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THE MYSTERY OF CREATION 

ADDRESS DELIVERED AT HEIDELBERG IN z87t 

ALL life and all motion on our earth is, with few ex- 
ceptions, kept up by a single force, that of the 
sun's rays, which bring to us light and heat. 
They warm the air of the hot zones; this becomes 
lighter and ascends, while the colder air flows toward 
the poles. Thus is formed the great circulation of the 
passage winds. Local differences of temperature over 
land and sea, plains and mountains, disturb the uni- 
formity of this great motion, and produce for ub the 
capricious change of winds. Warm aqueous vapors as- 
cend with the warm air, become condensed into oloudsi 
and fall in the cooler zones, and up6n the snowy tops of 
the mountains, as rain and as snow. The water collects 

mi) 
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in biookBy in rivers, moistens the plains, and makes life 
possible; crombles the stones, carries their fragments 
along, and thus works at the geological transformation 
of the earth's surface. It is only nnder the influence of 
the snn's rays that the variegated covering of plants of 
the earth grows; and while they grow, they accumulate 
in their structure organic matter, which partly serves the 
whole animal kingdom as food, and serves man inore par* 
ticularly as fuel. Coals and lignites, the sources of power 
of our steam engines, are remains of primitive plants, the 
ancient production of the sun's rays. 

Need we wonder if, to our forefathers of the Aryan race 
in India and Persia, the sun appeared as the fittest symbol 
of the Deity ? They were right in regarding it as the giver 
of all life — as the ultimate source of almost all that has hap« 
pened on earth. 

But whence does the sun acquire this force ? It radi- 
ates forth a more intense light than can be attained with 
any terrestrial means. It yields as much heat as if fifteen 
hundred pounds of coal were burned every hour upon each 
square foot of its surface. Of the heat which thus issues 
from it, the small fraction which enters our atmosphere 
furnishes a great mechanical force. Every steam engine 
teaches us that heat can produce such force. The sun, in 
fact, drives on earth a kind of steam engine whose per- 
formances are far greater than those of artificially con- 
structed machines. The circulation of water in the 
atmosphere raises, as has been said, the water evapo- 
rated from the warm tropical seas to the mountain 
heights; it is, as it were, a water-raising engine of the 
most magnificent kind, with whose power no artificial 
machine can be even distantly compared. I have previ- 
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ously explained the mechanical equivalent of heat. Cal- 
culated by that standard, the work which the sun produces 
by its radiation is equal to the constant exertion of seven 
thousand horse power for each square foot of the sun's 
surface. 

For a long time experience had impressed on our 
mechanicians that a working force cannot be produced 
from nothing; that it can only be taken from the stores 
which nature possesses, which are strictly limited, and 
which cannot be increased at pleasure — whether it be 
taken from the rushing water or from the wind; whether 
from the layers of coal, or from men and from animals, 
which cannot work without the consumption of food. 
Modern physics has attempted to prove the universality 
of this experience to show that it applies to the great 
whole of all natural processes, and is independent of the 
special interests of man. These have been generalized 
and comprehended in the all-ruling natural law of the 
conservation of force. No natural process, and no series 
of natural processes, can be found, however manifold may 
be the changes which take place among them, by which a 
motive force can be continuously produced without a cor- 
responding consumption. Just as the human race finds 
on earth but a limited supply of motive forces, capable 
of producing work, which it can utilize but not increase, 
so also must this be the case in the great whole of nature. 
The universe has its definite store of force, which works 
in it under ever- varying forms; is indestructible, not to 
be increased, everlasting and unchangeable like matter it- 
self. It seems as if Goethe has an idea of this when he 
makes the earth -spirit speak of himself as the representa- 
tive of natural force; 
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••Si tho ennents of life, in the tampesta of motioa^ 
In tlia ieryor of art, in the Are, in the storm, 

Hither and thither. 

Over and under 

Wend I and wander. 

Birth and the grave, 

Dmitleew ocean. 

Where the restless wa?e 

Undulates ever 

Under and oyer, 

Their seething strife 

Heaving and weaving 

The changes of life. 
At the whirling loom of time unawedy 
I work the living mantle of God.*' 

Let us retam to the special question whioh concerns n8 
here : Whence does the sun derive this enormous store of 
force which it sends out? 

On earth the processes of combustion are the most 
abundant source of heat. Does the sun's heat originate 
in a process of this kind ? To this question we can reply 
with a complete and decided negative, for we now know 
that the sun contains the terrestrial elements with which 
we are acquainted. Let us select from among them the 
two, which, for the smallest mass, produce the greatest 
amount of heat when they combine; let us assume that 
the sun consists of hydrogen and oxygen, mixed in the 
proportion in which they would unite to form water. The 
mass of the sun is known, and also the quantity of heat 
produced by the union of known weights of oxygen and 
hydrogen. Calculation shows that under the above sup- 
position the heat resulting from their combustion would 
be sufficient to keep up the radiation of heat from the 
sun for three thousand and twenty -one years. That, it is 
true, is a long time, but even profane history teaches that 
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the sun has lighted and warmed ns for three thousand 
years, and geology puts it beyond doubt that this period 
must be extended to millions of years. 

Known chemical forces are thus so completely inade- 
quate, even on the most favorable assumption, to explain 
the production of heat which takes place in the sun, that 
we must quite drop this hypothesis. 

We must seek for forces of far greater magnitude, and 
these we can only find in cosmical attraction. We have 
already seen that the comparatively small masses of shoot- 
ing stars and meteorites can produce extraordinarily large 
amounts of heat when their cosmical velocities are arrested 
by our atmosphere. Now, the force which has produced 
these great velocities is gravitation. We know of this 
force as one acting on the surface of our planet when it 
appears as terrestrial gravity. We know that a weight 
raised from the earth can drive our clocks, and that in 
like manner the gravity of the water rushing down from 
the mountains works our mills. 

If a weight fall from a height and strike the ground, 
its mass loses, indeed, the visible motion which it had as 
a whole — ^in fact, however, this motion is not lost; it is 
transferred to the smallest elementary particles of the 
mass,, and this invisible vibration of the molecules is 
the motion of heat. Visible motion is transformed by 
impact into the motion of heat. 

That which holds in this respect for gravity holds 
also for gravitation. A heavy mass, of whatever kind| 
which is suspended in space separated from another heavy 
mass, represents a force capable of work. For both masses 
attract each other, and, if unrestrained by centrifugal forcei 
'^they move toward each other under the influence of this 
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attraction; this takes place with erer-increasiiig veloei^; 
and if this Telocity is finallj destroyed, whe&er this be 
suddenly by collision, or gradually by the friction of 
movable parts, it derelops the corresponding quantity of 
the motion of heat, the amount of which can be calcalated 
from the equivalence, previously established, between heat 
and mechanical work. 

Kow we may assume with great probability that very 
many more meteore fall upon the sun than upon the earth, 
and with greater velocity, too, and therefore give more 
heat. Tet the hypothesis that the entire amount of the 
sun's heat which is continually lost by radiation is made 
up by the fall of meteora, a hypothesis which was pn>- 
pounded by Mayer, and has been &vorably adopted by 
several other physicists, is open, according to Sir W. 
Thomson's investigations, to objection; for, assuming it 
to hold, the mass of the sun should increase so rapidly 
that the consequences would have shown themselves in 
the accelerated motion of the planets. The entire loss at 
heat from the sun cannot, at all events, be produced in 
this way; at the most a portion, which, however, may not 
be inconsiderable. 

If, now, there is no present manifestation of force suf- 
ficient to cover the expenditure of the sun's heat, the sun 
must originally have had a store of heat which it gradually 
gives out But whence this store 7 We know that the eoi- 
mical forces alone could have produced it. And here the 
hypothesis, previously discussed as to the origin of tiie sun, 
comes to our aid. If the mass of the sun had been <Miee 
diffused in cosmical space, and had then been condensed 
— that is, had fallen together under the influence of oeles- , 
tial gravity — ^if, then, the resultant motion had been de- 
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Btroyed by friction and impact with the production of 
heat, the new world produced by such condensation must 
have acquired a store of heat, not only of considerable, but 
even of colossal magnitude. 

Calculation shows that, assuming the thermal capacity 
of the sun to be the same as that of water, the tempera- 
ture might be raised to twenty-eight million of degrees, if 
this quantity of heat could ever have been present in the 
8un at one time. This cannot be assumed, for such an 
increase of temperature would ofEer the greatest hindrance 
to condensation. It is probable rather that a great part of 
this heat which was produced by condensation began to 
radiate into space before this condensation was complete. 
But the heat which the sun could have previously devel- 
oped by its condensation would have been sufficient to 
cover its present expenditure for not less than twenty- 
two million years of the past. 

And the san is by no means so dense as it may be- 
come. Spectrum analysis demonstrates the presence of 
large masses of iron and of other known constituents 
of the rocks. The pressure which endeavors to con- 
dense the interior is about eight hundred times as great 
as that in the centre of the earth ; and yet the density of 
the sun, owing probably to its enormous temperature, is 
less than a quarter of the mean density of the earth. 

We may, therefore, assume with great probability that 
the sun wUl still oontmue in its condensation, even if it 
only attained the density of the earth — ^though it will 
probably become far denser, in the interior, owing to 
the enormous pressure— this would develop fresh quanti- 
ties of heat, which would be sufficient to maintain for an 
additional seventeen million years the same intensity o£ 
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sanshiiie M that which is now the flonroe of all terres- 
trial life. 

The term of seventeen million years which I have given 
maj, perhaps, become considerably prolonged by the grad- 
ual abatement of radiation by the new accretion of falling 
meteors, and by still greater condensation than that which 
I have assumed in that calculation. But we know of no 
natural process which could spare our sun the fate which 
has manifestly fallen upon other suns. This is a thought 
which we only reluctantly admit; it seems to us an insult 
to the beneficent Creative Power which we otherwise find 
at work in organisms, and especially in living ones. But 
we must reconcile ourselves to the thought that, however 
we may consider ourselves to be the centre and final ob- 
ject of creation, we are but as dust on the earth; which 
again is but a speck of dust in the immensity of space; 
and the previous duration of our race, even if we follow 
it far beyond our written history, into the era of the lake 
dwellings or of the mammoth, is but an instant compared 
with the primeval times of our planet, when living beings 
existed upon it, whose strange and unearthly remains still 
gaze at us from their ancient tombs ; and far more does the 
duration of our race sink into insignificance compared with 
the enormous periods during which worlds have been in 
process of formation, and will still continue to form when 
our sun is extinguished, and our earth is either solidified 
in cold, or is united with the ignited central body of our 
system. 

But who knows whether the first living inhabitants of 
ihe warm sea on the young world, whom we ought, per- 
haps, to honor as our ancestors, would not have regarded 
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our present cooler condition with as much horror as we 
look on a world without a sun? Considering the won- 
derful adaptability to the conditions of life which all or- 
ganisms possess, who knows to what degree of perfection 
our posterity will have been developed in seventeen mil* 
lion years, and whether our fossilized bones will not, 
perhaps, seem to them as monstrous as those of the Ich- 
thyosaurus now do; and whether they, adjusted for a 
more sensitive state of equilibrium, will not consider the 
extremes of temperature within which we now exist to 
be just as violent and destructive as those of the older 
geological times appear to us? Yea, even if sun and 
earth should solidify and become motionless, who could 
say what new worlds would not be ready to develop life ? 
Meteoric stones sometimes contain hydrocarbons; the light 
of the heads of comets exhibits a spectrum which is most 
like that of the electrical light in gases containing hydro- 
gen and carbon. But carbon is the element, which is 
characteristic of organic compounds, from which living 
bodies are built up. Who knows whether these, bodies, 
which everywhere swarm through space, do not scatter 
germs of life wherever there is a new world, which has 
become capable of giving a dwelling-place to organic 
bodies? And this life we might, perhaps, consider as 
allied to ours in its primitive germ, however different 
might be the form which it would assume in adapting 
itself to its new dwelling-place. 

However this may be, that which most arouses our 
moral feelings at the thought of a future, though possibly 
very remote, cessation of all living creation on the earth 
is more particularly the question whether all this life is 
not an aimless sport, which will ultimately fall a piey to 
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destraction by brote force. Under the light o£ I>ar^ 
great thought, we begin to see that, not only ples^scLre^ 
joy, but also pain, straggle, and death, are the pow€ 
means by which Nature has built up her finer and n 
perfect forms of life. And we men know more particrLU 
that in our intelligence, oar civic order, and our moral 
we are living on the inheritance which our forefathers ha 
gained for us, and that which we acquire in the same w;j 
will, in like manner, ennoble the life of our posterilj 
Thus the individual who works for the ideal objects i 
humanity, even if in a modest position, and in a limitei 
sphere of activity, may bear without fear the thoaght tha 
the thread of his own consciousness will one day break. 
But even men of such free and large order of minds as 
Lessing and David Strauss could not reconcile themselves 
to the thought of a final destruction of the living race, and 
with it of all the fruits of all past generations. 

As yet we know of no fact, which can be established 
by scientific observation, which would show that the finer 
and complex forms of vital motion could exist otherwise 
than in the dense material of organic life: that it can 
propagate itself as the sound-movement of a string can 
leave its originally narrow and fixed home and diffuse 
itself in the air, keeping all the time its pitch, and the 
most delicate shade of its color-tint; and that, when it 
meets another string attuned to it, starts this again or 
excites a flame ready to sing to the same tone. The 
flame even, which of all processes in inanimate nature is 
the closest type of life, may become extinct, but the heat 
which it produces continues to exist — ^indestructible, im- 
perishable, as an invisible motion, now agitating the 
molecules of ponderable matter, and then radiating into 
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bonndless space as the vibration of an ether. Even there 

it retains the characteristic peculiarities of its origin, and 

it reveals its history to the inquirer who questions it by 

f^'^ the spectroscope. United afresh, these rays may ignite 

^^ a new flame, and thus, as it were, acquire a new bodily 

^'t&tiesj existence. 

B tie Qif j^g^ ^ ^Y^^ flame remains the same in appearance, and 

^ fvit continues to exist with the same form and structure, al- 

^ ohj(G though it draws every minute fresh combustible vapor, 

' ifl I iir and fresh oxygen from the air, into the vortex of its as- 

' ^^^: cending current; and just as the wave goes on in unal- 

>^ <ltr h tered form, and is yet being reoonBtmcted every moment 

of tm from fresh particles of water, so also in the living being it 

B Hme^ is not the definite mass of substance which now constitutes 

QgjKxi£ the body to which the continuance of the individual is at- 

tached. For the material of the body, like that of the 
estilj^if flame, is subject to continuous and comparatively rapid 

iAek change — a change the more rapid the livelier the activity 

othm oi the organs in question. Some constituents are renewed 

ithtt from day to day, some from month to month, and others 

^ ix only after years. That whioh continues to exist as a par- 

I My. ticular individual is ^ like the flame and the wave— only the 

2QJ ^ form of motion which continually attracts fresh matter into 

ij^ j its vortex and expels the old. The observer with a deaf 

ear only recognizes the vibration of sound as long as it is 
]jj visible and can be felt, bound up with heavy matter. Atq 

Q^;, our senses, in reference to life, like the deaf ear in this 

iltf lespect? 

in- 

Vol. m.— t 16— Orations 
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CRIBDBICH MAXIMnJAH ICULLEB was born at DessMi, Qeimany, In De- 
*^ oember, 1823. His father, the lyrio poet, Wilhehn Mailer, waa teacher 
of the classical languages in the gymnasium at that town. After studying at 
Leipslc, Berlin and Paris, Max MQller went to Bngland, and, having been 
elected a Fellow of All Souls' College, Oxford, has since resided at liiat uni* 
▼ersity. His lectures and essays on philologioal subjects have gained for him 
remarkable distinction. In the lecture from which we subjoin an extract he 
opposed the Darwinian theory of the descent of man. 



THE IMPASSABLE BARRIER BETWEEN BRUTES AND MAN 

FROM A LECTURE DELIVERED AT THE ROYAL INSTITUTION OF 

GREAT BRITAIN IN 1861 

IN COMPARING man with the other animals, we need 
not enter here into the physiological questions whether 
the difference between the body of an ape and the body 
of a man is one*of degree or of kind. However that ques- 
tion is settled by physiologists, we need not be afraid. If 
the structure of a mere worm is such as to fill the human 
mind with awe, if a single glimpse which we catch of the 
infinite wisdom displayed in the organs of the lowest crea- 
ture gives us an intimation of the wisdom of its Divine 
Creator far transcending the powers of our conception, how 
are we to criticise and disparage the most highly organized 
creatures of his creation, creatures as wonderfully made 
as we ourselves ? Are there not many creatures on many 

' points more perfect even than man ? Do we not envy the 
(858) 
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1ion*8 Strength, the eagle's eye, the wings of every bird? 
If there existed animals as perfect as man in their physical 
structure, nay, even more perfect, no thoughtful man would 
ever be uneasy. His true superiority rests on different 
grounds. **I confess," Sydney Smith writes, '*! feel my- 
self so much at ease about the superiority of mankind — I 
have such a marked and decided contempt for the under- 
standing of every baboon I have ever seen — I feel so sure 
that the blue ape without a tail will never rival us in 
poetry, painting, and music, that I see no reason whatever 
that justice may not be done to the few fragments of soul 
and tatters of understanding which they may really pos- 
sess." The playfulness of Sydney Smith in handling seri- 
ous and sacred subjects, has of late been found fault with 
by many; but humor is a safer sign of strong convictions 
and perfect sanity than guarded solemnity. 

With regard to our own problem, no man can doubt that 
certain animals possess all the physical requirements for ar- 
ticulate speech. There is no letter of the alphabet which 
a parrot will not learn to pronounce. The fact, therefore, 
that the parrot is without a language of its own must be 
explained by a difference between the mental, not between 
the physical, faculties of the animal and man; and it is by 
a comparison of the mental faculties alone, such as we find 
them in man and brutes, that we may hope to discover what 
constitutes the indispensable qualification for language, a 
qualification to be found in man alone, and in no other 
creature on earth. 

I say mental faculties, and I mean to claim a large share 
of what we call our mental faculties for the higher animals. 
These animals have sensation, perception, memory, will, 
and intellect, only we must restrict intellect to the oom« 
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paring or interlacing of single peroeptiona. All these points 
can be proved by irrefragable evidence, and that evidence 
has never, I believe, been summed up with greater lacidit7 
and power than in one of the last pablications of M. P. 
Flourens, '*De la Baison, du G^nie, et de la Folic**: PariSy 
1861. There are, no doubt, many people who are as much 
frightened at the idea that brutes have souls and are able 
to think, as by *'the blue ape without a tail." But their 
fright is entirely of their own making. If people will use 
such words as soul or thought without making it clear to 
themselves and others what they mean by them, these 
words will slip away under their feet, and the result must 
be painful. If we once ask the question. Have brutes a 
soul? we shall never arrive at any conclusion; for soul 
has been so many times defined by philosophers from Aris- 
totle down to Hegel, that it means everything and nothing. 
Such has been the confusion caused by the promiscuous 
employment of the ill-defined terms of mental philosophy 
that we find Descartes representing brutes as living ma- 
chines, whereas Leibnitz claims for them not only soulSi 
but immortal souls. *^Next to the error of those who deny 
the existence of God," says Descartes, ^^there is none so 
apt to lead weak minds from the right path of virtue, as to 
think that the soul of brutes is of the same nature as our 
own; and, consequently, that we have nothing to fear or 
to hope after this life, any more than flies or ants; whereaSi 
if we know how much they differ, we understand much 
better that our soul is quite independent of the body, and 
consequently not subject to die with the body.'* 

The spirit of these remarks is excellent, but the argu- 
ment is extremely weak. It does not follow that brntea 
have no souls because they have no human souls. It does 
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not follow that the souls of men are not immortal, l>ecause 
the soals of brutes are not immortal; nor has the major 
premise ever been proved by any philosopher, namely, that 
Ae souls of brutes must necessarily be destroyed and anni- 
hilated by death. Leibnitz, who has defended the immor- 
tality of the human soul with stronger arguments than even 
Descartes, writes: "I found at last how the souls of brutes 
and their sensations do not at all interfere with the immor- 
tality of human souls; on the contrary, nothing serves 
better to establish our natural immortality than to believe 
that all souls are imperishable." 

Instead of entering into these perplexities, which are 
chiefly due to the loose employment of ill-defined terms, 
let us simply look at the facts. Every unprejudiced ob- 
server will admit that — 

1. Brutes see, bear, taste, smell, and feel; that is to say, 
they have five senses, just like ourselves, neither more nor 
less. They have both sensation and perception, a point 
which has been illustrated by M. Flourens by the most 
interesting experiments. If the roots of the optic nerve 
are removed, the retina in the eye of a bird ceases to be 
excitable, the iris is no longer movable; the animal is blind, 
because it has lost the organ of sensation. If, on the con- 
trary, the cerebral lobes are removed, the eye remains pure 
and sound, the retina excitable, the iris movable. The eye 
is preserved, yet the animal cannot see, because it has lost 
the organ of perception. 

2. Brutes have sensations of pleasure and pain. A dog 
that is beaten behaves exactly like a child that is chastised, 
and a dog that is fed and fondled exhibits the same signs 
of satisfaction as a boy under the same circumstances. We 
can only judge from signs, and if they are to be trusted 
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in the case of ohildreiiy they mast be trusted likewise in 
the case of brotes. 

8. Brutes do not forget, or, as philosopheiB would say, 
brutes have memory. They know their masterSi they know 
their home; they evinee joy on recognizing those who have' 
been kind to them, and they bear malice for years to those 
by whom they have been insulted or ill-treated. Who does 
not recollect the dog Argos in the ^^ Odyssey/' who, after 
so many years' absenoOy was the first to recogniae Ulysses f 

4. Brutes are able to compare and distinguish. A par- 
rot will take up a nut, and throw it down again, without 
attempting to crack it. He has found that it is light: this 
he could discover only by comparing the weight of the good 
nuts with that of the bad; and he has found that it has no 
kernel: this he could only discover by what philosophers 
would dignify with the grand title of a syllogism, namely, 
*'all light nuts are hollow; this is a light nut, therefore this 
nut is hollow." 

6. Brutes have a will of their own. I appeal to any one 
who has ever ridden a restive horse. 

6. Brutes show signs of shame and pride. Here again 
any one who has to deal with dogs, who has watched a re* 
triever with sparkling eyes placing a partridge at his mas- 
ter's feet, or a hound slinking away with his tail between 
his legs from the huntsman's call, will agree that these signs 
admit of but one interpretation. The difficulty begins when 
we use philosophical language, when we claim for brutes a 
moral sense, a conscience, a power of distinguishing good 
and evil ; and, as we gain nothing by these scholastio termsi 
it is better to avoid them altogether. 

7. Brutes show signs of love and hatred. There are 
well-authenticated stories of dogs following their masters 
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to the grave, and refusing food from any one. Nor is 
there any doubt that brutes will watch their opportunity, 
till they revenge themselves on those whom they dislike. 

If, with all these facts before us, we deny that brutes 
have sensation, perception, memory, will, and intellect, 
we ought to bring forward powerful arguments for inter- 
preting the signs which we observe in brutes so differently 
from those which we observe in man. 

Some philosophers imagine they have explained every- 
thing, if they ascribe to brutes instinct instead of intellect. 
But, if we take these two words in their usual acceptations, 
they surely do not exclude each other. There are instincts 
in man as well as in brutes. A child takes his mother's 
breast by instinct; the spider weaves its net by instinct; 
the bee builds her cell by instinct. No one would ascribe 
to the child a knowledge of physiology because it employs 
the exact muscles which are required for sucking; nor shall 
we claim for the spider a knowledge of mechanics, or for the 
bee an acquaintance with geometry, because we could not 
do what they do without a study of these sciences. But 
what if we tear a spider's, web, and see the spider examin- 
ing the mischief that is done, and either giving up his work 
in despair, or endeavoring to mend it as well as may be ? 
Surely here we have the instinct of weaving controlled by 
observation, by comparison, by reflection, by judgment. 
Instinct, whether mechanical or moral, is more prominent 
in brutes than in man; but it exists in both, as much as 
intellect is shared by both. 

Where, then, is the difference between brute and man? 
What is it that man can do, and of which we find no signs, 
no rudiments, in the whole brute world? I answer with- 
out hesitation: The one great barrier between the brute 
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and man Is language. Man speaks, and no braie has ever 
nttered a word. Language is our Bubicon, and no brute 
will dare to cross it. This is our matter-of-fact answer to 
those who speak of development, who think they discover 
the rudiments at least of all human faculties in apes, and 
who would fain keep open the possibility that man is 
only a more favored beast, the triumphant conqueror in 
the primeval struggle for life. Language is something 
more palpable than a fold of the brain, or an angle of 
the skull. It admits of no cavilling, and no process of 
natural selection will ever distil significant words out 
of the notes of birds or the cries of beasts. 

Language, however, is the only outward sign. We 
may point to it in our arguments, we may challenge our 
opponent to produce anything approaching to it from the 
whole brute world. But if this were all, if the art of em* 
ploying articulate sounds for the purpose of communi- 
cating impressions were the only thing by which we 
could assert our superiority over the brute creation, 
we might not unreasonably feel somewhat uneasy at 
having the gorilla so close on our heels. 

It cannot be denied that brutes, though they do not 
use articulate sounds for that purpose, have, nevertheless, 
means of their own for communicating with each other* 
When a whale is struck, the whole shoal, though widely 
dispersed, are instantly made aware of the presence of an 
enemy; and when the grave-digger beetle finds the carcass 
of a mole, he hastens to communicate the discovery to his 
fellows, and soon returns with his four confederates. It 
is evident, too, that dogs, though they do not speak, pos- 
sess the power of understanding much that is said to them 
—their names and the calls of their masters; and other 
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animalB, such as the parrot, can pronounce every artioulate 
Bound. Hence, although, for the purpose of philosophical 
warfare, articulate language would still form an impreg- 
nable position, yet it is but natural that for our own satis- 
faction we should try to find out in what the strength of 
our position really consists; or, in other words, that we 
should try to discover that inward power of which language 
is the outward sign . and manifestation. 

For this purpose it will be best to examine the opinions 
of those who approached our problem from another point; 
who, instead of looking for outward and palpable signs of 
difference between brute and man, inquired into the inward 
mental faculties, and tried to determine the point where 
man transcends the barriers of the brute intellect. That 
point, if truly determined, ought to coincide with the start- 
ing point of language; and, if so, that coincidence ought 
to explain the problem which occupies us at present. 

I shall read an extract from Locke's '^Essay Concerning 
Human Understanding." 

After having explained how universal ideas are made, 
how the mind, having observed the same color in chalk, 
and snow, and milk, comprehends these single perceptions 
under the general conception of whiteness, Locke continues: 
**If it may be doubted whether beasts compound and en- 
large their ideas that way to any degree, this, I think, I 
may be positive in, that the power of abstracting is not at 
all in them; and that the having of general ideas is that 
which puts a perfect distinction betwixt man and bruteSi 
and is an excellency which the faculties of brutes do by no 
means attain to." 

If Locke is right in considering the having general ideas 
as the distinguishing feature between man and bruteSt andt 
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if we ourselves are right in pointing to langaage as the one 
palpable distinction between the two, it would seem to 
follow that language is the outward sign and realization 
of that inward faculty which is called the faculty of ab- 
straction, but which is better known to us by the homely 
name of reason. 
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GIUSEPPE MAZZHn was bom in 1805 at QeQoa^ where his father was a 
physician in good praotioe» and a professor at the university. The boy's 
first tutor was an old priest who taught him Latin. At the age of thirteen 
Giuseppe began to attend dasaes in the faculty of arts at the unlyendty; be 
afterward studied anatomy with a view of following his father's profession, but 
finally graduated in law and was admitted to the bar. He never overcame his 
lepugnanoe, however, to the dry and technioal details of legal practice, and 
even during the four years of his nominal connection with his profession he 
wrote a considerable number of essays and reviews. His literary articles be- 
came more and more suggestive of advanced liberalism in politics, and led te 
the suppression of two of the newspapers in which they were published. Hav- 
ing joiued the Carbonari, he soon rose to one of the higher grades in their hier- 
archy, but, shortly after the French Revolution of 1830, he was betrayed, while 
faiiiiating a new member, to the anthoritiea of Piedmont He was imprisoned 
in a fortress for about six months, and, when he was released, it was upon oon- 
ditions involving so many restrictions upon his liberty that he preferred the 
alternative of leaving his oountiy. He withdrew accordingly to France, whefe 
he Uved ohiefly in Marseilles. He now began to shape the programme of the 
organization which was destuied to become famous throughout Europe, that of 
*'La Giovine Italia," or Young Italy. Ite avowed aims were the liberation of 
Italy both from foreign and domestic tyranny and its unification under a repub- 
lican form of government. ICazaini devoted his life to the promotion of these 
objects, and he lived to see them practically fulfilled in 1869-60, though he waa 
nevei entirely reoondled to the substitatioQ of a monarchical government for the 
republic which he had desired. He declined to profit in 1866 by the amnesty, 
which relieved him from the sentence of death that had been pronounced against 
him in eartter days. In May, 1869, he was escpelled from Switaerland at the 
instance of the Italian government for having conspired with OaribaldL After 
a few months spent in England, he set out in 1870 for Sicily, bat was arrcotodl 
at sea and carried to Oaota, where he was imprisoned for two months. Yiotor 
Emmaniiel made the Urth of a prince the occasion for restoring Manini to lib* 
erty. The remainder d the agitator's life was spent partly in London and partly 
at Logana He died at Pisa on March 10, 1871. The Italian ParUament, bf 
a onanlnMiaa fnle^ eapvennd tbe miitiiTTwi! ao tio w at Ida tinnth. 
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TO THE YOUNG MEN OF ITALY 

DELIVERED AT MILAN, JULY as. 1848 

WHEN I was commissioned by you, young men, 
to proffer in this temple a few words sacred to 
the memory of the brothers Bandiera and their 
fellow-martyrs at Gosenza, I thought that some of those 
who heard me might exclaim with noble indignation: 
** Wherefore lament over the dead? The martyrs of lib- 
erty are only worthily honored by winning the battle they 
haye begun; Cosenza, the land where they fell, is ea- 
slaved; Venice, the city of their birth, is begirt by 
foreign foes. Let us emancipate them, and until that 
moment let no words pass our lips save words of war." 
But another thought arose: '*Why have we not con- 
quered 7 Why is it that, while we are fighting for inde- 
pendence in the north of Italy, liberty is perishing in the 
south? Why is it that a war which should have sprung 
to the Alps with the bound of a lion has dragged itself 
along for four months, with the slow uncertain motion of 
the scorpion surrounded by a circle of fire ? How has the 
rapid and powerful intuition of a people newly arisen to 
life been converted into the weary helpless effort of the 
sick man turning from side to side? Ahl had we ail 
arisen in the sanctity of the idea for which our martyrs 
died; had the holy standard of their faith preceded our 
joath to battle ; had we reached that unity of life which 
was in them so powerful, and made of our every action a 
thought, and of our every thought an action ; had we de- 
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Tontly gathered up their last • words in our hearts, and 
learned from them that Liberty and Independence are one, 
that God and the People, the Fatherland and Humanity, 
are the two inseparable terms of the device of every people 
striving to become a nation; that Italy can have no true 
life till she be One, holy in the equality and love of all 
her children, great in the worship of eternal truth, and 
consecrated to a lofty mission, a moral priesthood among 
the peoples of Europe— we should now have had, not war, 
but victory; Cosenza would not be compelled to venerate 
the memory of her martyrs in secret, nor Venice be re- 
strained from honoring them with a monument; and we, 
gathered here together, might gladly invoke their sacred 
names, without uncertainty as to our future destiny, or a 
cloud of sadness on our brows, and say to those precursor 
souls: '^Bejoicel for your spirit is incarnate in your breth- 
ren, and they are worthy of you." 

The idea which they worshipped, young men, does not 
as yet shine forth in its full purity and integrity upon your 
banner. The sublime programme which they, dying, be- 
queathed to the rising Italian generation, is yours; but 
mutilated, broken up into fragments by the false doc- 
trines, which, elsewhere overthrown, have taken refuge 
among us. I look around, and I see the struggles of 
desperate populations, an alternation of generous rage and 
of unworthy repose; of shouts for freedom and of for- 
mulsd of servitude, throughout all parts of our Peninsula; 
bat the soul of the country, where is it? What unity is 
there in this unequal and manifold movement— wheie 
is the Word that should dominate the hundred diverse 
and opposing counsels which mislead or seduce the mul- 
titude? I hear phrases usurping the national omnipo- 
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tenoe— "The Italy of the North— the league of the States 
—Federative compactB between Princes," but Italy, where 
is it 7 Where is the common country, the country which 
the Bandiera hailed as thrice Initiatrix of a new era of 
European civilization 7 

Intoxicated with our first victories, improvident for 
the future, we forgot the idea revealed by God to those 
who suffered; and God has punished our forgetfulness by 
deferring our triumph. The Italian movement, my coun- 
trymen, is, by decree of Providence, that of Europe. We 
arise to give a pledge of moral progress to the European 
world. But neither political fictions, nor dynastic ag- 
grandizements, nor theories of expediency, can trans- 
form or renovate the life of the peoples. Humanity 
lives and moves . through faith; great principles are the 
guiding stars that lead Europe toward the future. Let 
us turn to the graves of our martyrs, and ask inspiration 
of those who died for us all, and we shall find the secret 
of victory in the adoration of a faith. The angel of mar- 
tyrdom and the angel of victory are brothers; but the 
one looks up to heaven, and the other looks down to 
earth; and it is when, from epoch to epoch, their glance 
> meets between earth and heaven, that creation is embel- 
lished .with a new life, and a people arises from the cradle 
or the tomb, evangelist or prophet. 

I will sum up for you in a few words this faith of our 
martyrs; their external life is known to you all; it is now 
a matter of history, and I need not recall it to you. 

The faith of the brothers Bandiera, which was and is 
our own, was based upon a few simple incontrovertible 
truths, which few, indeed, venture to declare false, but 
which are, nevertheless, forgotten or betrayed by most: 
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God and the People. 

God at the siunmit of the social edifice; the people, the 
unirersality of our brethren, at the base. God, the Father 
and Educator; the people, the progressive interpreter of 
his law. 

No true society can exist without a common belief and 
a common aim. Religion declares the belief and the aim. 
PolitioB regulate society in the practical realization of that 
belief, and prepare the means of attaining that aim. Be- 
ligion represents the principle, politics the application. 
There is but one sun in heaven for all the earth. There 
is one law for all those who people the earth. It is alike 
the law of the human being and of collective humanity. 
We are placed here below, not for the capricious exercise 
of our own individual faculties— our faculties and liberty 
are the means, not the end — not to work out our own 
happiness upon earth; happiness can only be reached 
elsewhere, and there God works for us; but to consecrate 
our existence to the discovery of a portion of the Divine 
law; to practice it as far as our individual circumstances 
and powers allow, and to difEuse the knowledge and- love 
of it among our brethren. 

We are here below to labor fraternally to build up the 
unity of the human family, so that the day may come 
when it shall represent a single sheepfold with a single 
shepherd — ^the spirit of God, the Law. 

To aid our search after truth, God has given to us tra- 
dition and the voice of our own conscience. Wherever 
they are opposed, is error. To attain harmony and con- 
sistence between the conscience of the individual and the 
conscience of humanity, no sacrifice is too great. Tho 
iamilyi the city, fthe fatherland, and humanity are but 
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different spheres in which to exeidse oar actiyity and 
our power of sacrifice toward this great aim. God 
watches from above the inevitable progress of humanitji 
and from time to time he raises up the great in genius, in 
love,, in thought, or in action, as priests of his truth, and 
guides to the multitude on their way. 

These principles — indicated in their letters, in their 
proclamations, and in their conversation — ^with a pro- 
found sense of the mission intrusted by God to the in- 
dividual and to humanity, were to Attilio and Emilio 
Bandiera, and their fellow-martyrs, the guide and com- 
fort of a weary life; and, when men and circumstances 
had alike betrayed them, these principles sustained them 
in death, in religious serenity and calm certainty of the 
realization of their immortal hopes for the future of Italy. 
The immense energy of their souls arose from the intense 
love which informed their faith. And could they now arise 
from the grave and speak to you, they would, believe me, 
address you, though with a power very different from that 
which is given to me, in counsel not unlike this which I 
now offer to you. 

Love I love is the flight of the soul toward God; to- 
ward the great, the sublime, and the beautiful, which are 
the shadow of God upon earth. Love your family, the 
partner of your life, those around you ready to share your 
joys and sorrows; love the dead who were dear to you and 
to whom you were dear. But let your love bo the love 
taught you by Dante and by us — ^the love of souls that 
aspire together; do not grovel on the earth in search of 
a felicity which it is not the destiny of the creature to 
reach here below; do not yield to a delusion which in- 
evitably would degrade you into egotism. To love is to 
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give and take a promise for the future. God has givea 
us love, that the weary soul may give and receive support 
upon the way of life. It is a flower springing up on the 
path of duty; but it cannot change its course. Purify, 
strengthen, and improve yourselves by loving. Act al- 
ways — even at the price of increasing her earthly trials — 
so that the sister soul united to your own may never need, 
here or elsewhere, to blush through you or for you. The 
time will come when, from the height of a new life, em- 
bracing the whole past and comprehending its secret, you 
will smile together at the sorrows you have endured, the 
trials you have overcome. 

Love your country. Your country is the land where 
your parents sleep, where is spoken that language in 
which the chosen of your heart, blushing, whispered the 
first word of love; it is the home that God has given 
you, that, by striving to perfect yourselves therein, you 
may prepare to ascend to Him. It is your name, your 
glory, your sign among the people. Give to it your 
thoughts, your counsels, your blood. Raise it up, great 
and beautiful as it was foretold by our great men, and 
see that you leave it uncontaminated by any trace of false- 
hood or of servitude; unprofaned by dismemberment. Let 
it be one, as the thought of God. You are twenty-five mil- 
lions of men, endowed with active, splendid faculties; pos- 
sessing a tradition of glory the envy of the nations of 
Europe. An immense future is before you; you lift your 
eyes to the loveliest heaven, and around you smiles the 
loveliest land in Europe; you are encircled by the Alps 
and the sea, boundaries traced oat by the finger of God 
for a people of giants — ^you are bound to be such, or 
nothing. Let not a man of that twenty-five millions re- 
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main excluded from the fraternal txHid destined to join 
you together; iet not a glance be raised to that heaven 
which is not the glance of a free man. Let iiome be the 
'ark of your redemptioni the temple of your nation. Has 
she not twice been the temple of the destinies of Europe 7 
In Borne two extinct worlds, the Pagan and the Papal, are 
superposed like the doable jewels of a diadem; draw from 
these a third world greater than the two. From Bome, the 
holy city, the city of love (Amor), the purest and wisest 
among you, elected by the Tote and fortified by the in- 
spiration of a whole people, shall dictate the Pact that 
shall make us one, and represent us in the future alliance 
of the peoples. Until then you will either have no coun- 
try, or have her contaminated and profaned. 

Love humanity. You can only ascertain your own 
mission from the aim set by God before humanity at 
large. God has given you your country as cradle, and 
humanity as mother; you cannot rightly love your breth- 
ren of the cradle if you love not the common mother. 
Beyond the Alps, beyond the sea, are other peoples now 
fighting or preparing to fight the holy fight of independ- 
ence, of nationality^ of liberty; other peoples striving by 
different routes to reach the same goal — ^improvement, as- 
sociation, and the foundation of an authority which shall 
put an end to moral anarchy and re-link earth to heaven; 
an authority which oiankind may love and obey without 
remorse or shame. CJnite with them ; they will unite with 
you. Do not invoke their aid where your single arm wiU 
suffice to conquer; but say to them that the hour will shortly 
sound for a terrible struggle between right and blind force, 
and that in that hour you will ever be found with ihoae 
who have raised the same banner as yourselves. 
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And lore, yoang men, love and venerate the ideal. 
The ideal is the word of Ood. High above every coun- 
try, high above humanity, is the country of the spirit| 
the city of the soul, in which all are brethren who be- 
lieve in the inviolability of thought and in the dignity of 
our immortal soul; and the baptism of this fraternity is 
martyrdom. From that high sphere spring the principles 
which alone can redeem the peoples. Arise for the sake 
of these, and not from impatience of suffering or dread of 
evil. Anger, pride, ambition, and the desire of material 
prosperity, are arms common alike to the peoples and 
their oppressors, and even should you conquer with 
these to-day, you would fall again to-morrow; .but prin- 
ciples belong to the peoples alone, and their oppressors 
can find no arms to oppose them. Adore enthusiasm, the 
dreams of the virgin soul, and the visions of early youth, 
for they are a perfume of paradise which the soul retains 
in issuing from the hands of its Creator. Bespect, above 
all things, your conscience; have upon your lips the truth 
implanted by God in your hearts, and, while laboring in 
harmony, even with those who differ from you, in all that 
tends to the emancipation of our soil, yet ever bear your 
own banner erect and boldly promulgate your own faith. 

Such words, young men, would the martyrs of Cosenza 
have spoken, had they been living among you; and here, 
where it may be that, invoked by our love, their holy 
spirits hover near us, I call upon you to gather them up 
in your hearts and to make of them a treasure amid the 
storms that yet threaten you; storms which, with the name 
of our martyrs on your lips and their faith in your hearts, 
you will overcome. 

God be with you, and bless Italy I 
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tontioB to matfwmatifm. Ai the age of BLcfeseo he obtiined • ewnmiMioe in the 
EngineefB, which he'reiSgiied in 1631. During the aezt eixteen jetn ha 
wwfaied In prmto Hfo, devoting h i— oM to the pranottn ol hto eoiMtiry^ 
nuilerial intonota* pnrtionlariy in agricnUom Ha introdneed gvenft Improf^ 
menta on the eatatea of hla lamilj, and waa one of the loondera ol the Agiienl> 
taial SoGlety at PtedmoDt in 1841. In the erection of maanfaetarioa and hi th» 
tetheraaoa of laflwK^ be tooic a leading pare Toward the oad of IMt 
in conjunction with aome Irienday atarted ai Turin a newspaper to be the 
of their moderate fiberal ofnniona, and toolc a aeai in the legialatiye diamber 
one of the Bambera for llie capital. From 186t to 18S3 be waa an aetfve 
her of Azeglio'a adminiatrationy and frcHn the laat-named year nntil bia death ia 
1861 OaTonr waa, except lor a abort intenral, the Prime Minister and virtoi 
ruler of flartfinia. It waa be who brought aboot tlw affiance of bia conntfj 
with the Weatam powen agafaist Boaaia, and theraby aeoored ber admiaakin la 
the Gongreaa aubaequently held at Paria. In the antnmn of 1868, at Fkiai* 
bidrea, he concerted with the Fk^nch Bmperor the programme of the war 
againak Auatria which took place in 1869. After the peace ef Ylllahaaca ba 
80 managed aa to ayoid a colliflion with France or Austria, while giving tima 
for public opinion ia Central and Southern Italj to declare itaelf in favor of 
raiicm ander Victor ISknmanuel. ficaroely, however, bad be aeen the dream eC 
bia joath fnllUled ia a united Ital/ than be died, after a law diyra* iltonaa, ia 
June, 1861. Oavour may not have been eloquent in the ordinary acoeptatica 
of the term, but; if the loree of worda ia to be meaaured by their ettact upoa 
the win and oondaot of aiaa, be waa oae of tbe Most powsrlni apeaimrB tiaft 
ever lived. 

ROME AND ITALY 

ROME ahould be the capital of Italy. There can be 
no solution of the Boman question without the ao* 
oeptance of this premise by Italy and by all Ea« 
rope. If any one could conceive of a united Italy with 
any d^;iee of stability, and without Borne for its capital^ 

I would declare the Boman question difficulty if not im* 
(876) 
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possible, of solution. And why have we the right, the 
dutjr of insisting that Borne shall be united to Italy? 
Because without Borne as the capital of Italy, Italy can- 
not exist. 

This truth being felt instinctiyely by all Italians, being 
asserted abroad by all who judge Italian affairs impartially, 
needs no demonstration, but is upheld by the judgment of 
the nation. 

And yet, gentlemen, this truth is susceptible of a very 
simple proof. Italy has still much to do before it will rest 
upon a stable basis ; much to do in solving the grave prob- 
lems raised by her unification; much to do in overcoming 
all the obstacles which time-honored traditions oppose to 
this great undertaking. And if this end must be com- 
passed, it is essential that there be no cause of dissidence, 
of failure. Until the question of the capital of Italy is 
determined, there will be endless discords among the dif« 
ferent provinces. 

It is easy to understand how persons of good faith, cul* 
tured and talented, are now suggesting, some on historical| 
some on artistic grounds, and also for many other reasons, 
the advisability of establishing the capital in some other 
city of Italy. Such a discussion is quite comprehensible 
now, but if Italy already had her capital in Bome, do you 
think this question would be even possible? Assuredly 
not. Even those who are now opposed to transferring the 
capital to Bome, if it were once established there, would 
not dream of removing it. Therefore, it is only by pro- 
claiming Bome the capital of Italy that we can put an end 
to these dissensions among ourselves. 

I am grieved that men of eminence, men of genius, men 
.who have rendered glorious service to the oaose of Italian 
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onitji ahonld drag this question into the field of debate, 
and there discuss it with (dare I say it) puerile arguments. 
The question of the capital, gentlemen, is not determined 
by climate, by topography, nor e^en by strategical consid- 
erations. If these things affected the selection, I think I 
may safely say that London would not be the capital of 
England, nor, perhaps, Paris of France. The selection of 
the capital is determined by great moral reasons. It is the 
will of the people that decides this question touching them 
so closely. 

In Borne, gentlemen, are united all the circumstances, 
whether historic, intellectual, or moral, that should deter- 
mine the site of the capital of a great state. Bome is the 
only city with traditions not purely local. The entire his- 
tory of Bome from the time of CsBsar to the present day is 
the history of a city whose importance reaches far beyond 
her confines; of a city destined to be one of the capitals 
of the world. Convinced, profoundly convinced, of this 
truth, I feel constrained to declare it solemnly to you and 
to the nation, and I feel bound to appeal in this matter to 
the patriotism of every citizen of Italy, and to the repre- 
sentatives of her most eminent cities that discussions may 
cease, and that he who represents the nation before other 
powers may be able to proclaim that the necessity of hav- 
ing Bome as the capital is recognized by all the nation. I 
think I am justified in making this appeal even to those 
who, for reasons which I respect, differ with me on this 
point. Yet more; I can assume no Spartan indiference 
in the matter. I say frankly that it will be a deep grief 
to me to tell my native city that she must renounce reso- 
lutely and definitively all hope of being the seat of gov* 
ernment. 
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YeBf gentlemen, as far as I am penonallj oonoeraed, il 
IB no pleasoie to go to Borne. Having little artistic taste^ 
I feel sore that in the midst of the splendid monnments oC 
ancient and modem Borne I will lament the plain and an- 
poetic streets of my native town. But one thing I can say 
with confidence; knowing the character of my fellow-citi- 
zens; knowing from actual facts how ready they have al- 
ways been to make the greatest sacrifices for the sacred 
cause of Italy; knowing their willingness to make sacri- 
fices when their city was invaded by the enemy and their 
promptness and energy in its defence; knowing all this, I 
have no fear that they will not uphold me when, in their 
name and as their deputy, I say that Turin is ready to 
make this great sacrifice in the interests of united Italy. 

I am comforted by the hope— I may even say the cer« 
tainty — that when Italy shall have established the seat <^ 
government in the Eternal City, she will not be ungrateful 
to this land which was the cradle of liberty; to this land 
in which was sown that germ of independence which, ma* 
turing rapidly and branching out, has now reached forth 
its tendrils from Sicily to the Alps. 

I have said and I repeat: Bome, and Bome only, should 
be the capital of Italy. 

But here begin the difficulties of the problem. We 
must go to Bome, but there are two conditions: we must 
go there in concert with France, otherwise the union of 
Bome with the rest of Italy will be interpreted by the 
great mass of Catholics, within Italy and without, as 
the signal of the slavery of the Church. We must go, 
therefore, to Bome in such a way that the true independ- 
ence of the Pontiff will not be diminished. We must go 
to Bome, but the civil power must not extend to spiritual 
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things. These are the two conditions that must be fulfilled 
if this united Italy is to exist. 

As to the flrsty it would be folly, in the present condi- 
tion of affairs in Europe, to think of going to Borne in the 
face of the opposition of France. Tet more: even if, 
through events which I beUeve improbable and impos- 
sible, France were reduced to a condition which forbade 
material interference with our actions, we should none the 
less avoid uniting Bome to the rest of Italy, if, by so 
doing, we caused loss to our allies. 

We have contracted a great debt toward France. I do 
not claim that the narrow moral code which affects indi- 
vidual actions should be applied ad literam to interna- 
tional relations. Still there are certain moral principles 
which even nations may not violate with impunity. 

1 know that many diplomats profess contrary views. 
I remember hearing a famous Austrian statesman ap- 
plauded a few years ago when he laughingly declared 
that in a short time Austria would astound Europe by 
her ingratitude to Bussia. As a matter of fact, Austria 
kept her word; you already know, and if you do not, I 
can testify to the fact, that at the Congress of Paris no 
power showed more hostility to Bussia nor tried harder 
to aggravate the conditions of peace than Austria, 'V'hose 
sword had done nothing toward imposing peace upon her 
old ally. Bat, gentlemen, the violation of that great moral 
principle did not go unpunished. After a few years Bus- 
sia had her revenge, and we should be glad of it, for I do 
not hesitate to attribute to the unforgotten ingratitude of 
Austria the facility with which friendly relations were es* 
tablished between Bussia and ourselves, rdations now un* 
fortunately interrupted, but, I hope, without changing the 
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feelings of Bnssift for Italy, and without any alteration of 
the sympathy for oa which has always dwelt in the bosom 
of the Czar. 

Gentlemen, we have an evea graver motiye for oo-op* 
erating with France. When, in 1869, we invoked French 
aid, when the emperor consented to descend into Italy at 
the head of his legions, he made no secret of his pledges 
to the court of Borne. We accepted his aid without pro- 
test against those pledges. Now, after reaping such ad- 
vantages from that alliance, we can protest against the 
pledges only to a certain point. But then, you will ob- 
ject, the solution of the Boman question is impossible! 

I answer: if the second of our conditions is fulfilled, 
the first will offer few obstacles. That is, if we can so act 
that the reunion of Borne to Italy does not cause alarm to 
Oatholic society. By Catholic society I mean the great 
mass of people who profess religious belief from convic- 
tion and not for political ends, and who are free from 
vulgar prejudices. If, I say, we can persuade the great 
mass of Catholics that the uniting of Bome to. Italy can 
be accomplished without sacrificing the liberty of the 
Church, the problem will, I think, be solved. 

We must not deceive ourselves; there are many who, 
while not prejudiced against Italy nor against liberal ideas, 
yet fear that if Bome were united to Italy, the seat of Ital- 
ian government established there and the king seated in 
the Quirinal, the Pontiff would lose both dignity and in- 
dependence ; they fear that the Pope, instead of being the 
head of Catholicism, would be reduced to the rank of 
grand almoner or head chaplain. 

If these fears were well founded, if the fall of the 
temporal power would really have this consequence, I 
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would not hesitate to say that the union of Borne to the 
Italian State would be fatal not only to Catholicism but to 
the existence of Italy itself. Yet, further, I can imagine 
no greater misfortune for a cultured people than to see in 
the hands of its rulers not only the civil but also the re- 
ligious power. 

The history of centuries proves to us that wherever this 
union was consummated, civilization immediately ceased to 
advance and, therefore, necessarily began to retrograde; the 
most detestable of despotisms followed, and this, whether a 
caste of priests usurped the temporal power or a caliph or 
sultan seized control of things spiritual. Everywhere this 
fatal union has produced the same result; God forbid that 
it should ever be so here I ... 

When these doctrines have received the solemn sanc- 
tion of the national Parliament, when it will be no longer 
lawful to doubt the feelings of Italians, when it is clear to 
the world that they are not hostile to the religion of their 
fathers, but wish to preserve this religion in *neir country, 
when it is no longer necessary to show them how to pros- 
per and to develop their resources by combating a power 
which was an obstacle, not only to the reorganization of 
Italy, but also to the spread of Catholicity, I believe that | 

the greater part of Catholic society will absolve the Ital- ! 

iaDS and will place where it belongs the responsibUity of 
the fatal struggle which the Pope insists upon waging 
against the country in whose midst he lives. 

But God avert this fatal chancel At the risk of being 
considered Utopian, I believe that when the proclamation 
of the principles which I have just declared, and when the 
indorsement 'of them that you will give are known and con^ 
sidered at Bome and in the Vatican, I believe, I say, that 
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those Italian fibres which the reactionary party has, as yet, 
been unable to remove from the heart of Pius IX. will 
again vibrate, and there will be accomplished the greatest 
act that any people hare yet performed. And so it will 
be given to the same generation to have restored a nation, 
and to have done what is yet greater, yet more sublime, an 
act of which the influence is incalculable, that is, to have 
reconciled the papacy with the civil power, to have made 
peace between Church and State, between the spirit of re- 
ligion and the great principles of liberty. Yes, I hope 
that it will be given us to compass these two great acts 
which will most assuredly carry to the most distant pos- 
terity the worthiness of the present generation of Italiana. 
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pRAVOESOO OBIBPI was bom at Bibera, in Sicily, October 4^ m9. Be 
^ senred under Qaribaldi as ICajor at Oalataflml, in 1860, and was elected 
to the first Italian Parliament from Palenno a year later. He became Pkesidenl 
of the Chamber of Deputies in 1876, and llinister of the Interior in 1877, but 
only retained the latter office for one year. In 1878 he became Prime Minister 
of Italy, a poet he held until 1891. He reaomed office in 1893, and leCained the 
poet until 1896. In politics Orispi has always been a pronounced LibeiBl, and 
has rendered his country signal senrioee. When the Garibaldi monoment was 
unyeiled in 1896, Orispi was fitly chosen as the orator of the occaskm. Hioir- 
ever, he was never in thorough sympathy with dther Masaini or Qarlbeldi, and 
it is thought by some that to his differenoes with ICazzini were laigeljr due tiifl 
perpetuation of the monarchy in Italy. 



AT THE UNVEILING OP GARIBALDI'S STATUE 

DELIVERED AT ROME. SEPTEMBER m. 1895 

* 

THE twentieth of September, 1870, could not be better 
commemorated than by the inaugaration in Borne of 
a monument to Garibaldi, the faithful and devoted 
friend of Victor Emmanuel, who in 1860 accepted the 
plebiscite in favor of the liberation of Home. The citizens 
of Bome could not be the helots of unity, the slaves of cos- 
mopolitan patriotism. Their servitude meant the restriction 
of the national sovereignty, which was Italy's due in meie 
virtue of her existence. 

The day and the place remind us of the struggle against 
tyranny, so laborious, yet so fruitful of liberty. The years 
which elapsed between July 4, 1819, and September 20, 
(884) 
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1670, were the last yeaiB of trial for the civil power. Tlie 
Churoh, having shown that she was powerless to live by her 
owfi rasouiees, had to rely upon foreign bayonets, of which 
she in her turn became completely the slave. It was here 
that on April 30, after a bloody battle, Garibaldi repulsed 
the invader who, without provocation, had undertaken the 
barbarous mission of restoring tyranny. When hostilities 
were resumed, the defenders, although with right on their 
side, had to yield to force and await patiently the day of 
resurrection^ the twentieth of September, 1870. . • • 

The enemies of Italian unity have endeavored to prove 
that the present celebration is an insult to the head of the 
Catholic Ohurch. Their object is to excite conscientious 
flcruples against our country. But the common-sense of the 
people is proof against such tricky because we all know that 
Ohristianity is a divine institution, which is not dependent 
upon earthly weapons for its existence. The religion of 
Christ preached by Paul and Ohrysostom was able to sub- 
due the world without the aid of temporal arms, and we 
cannot conceive that the Vatican should persist in wishing 
for temporal sovereignty to exercise its spiritual mission. 
The Gospel, as we all believe, is truth. If it has been dis- 
seminated by Apostolic teachings, such teachings are suffi- 
oient for its existence. 

It is not really for the protection and prestige of religion 
that our adversaries demand the restoration of the temporal 
power of the Holy See, but for worldly reasons, from lust of 
power, and from earthly covetoasness. They do not con- 
aider that temporal sovereignty cannot be saintly aiid above 
ain, that it cannot aspire to celestial perfection in this world. 
Material weapons and legal violence, justified by reasons of 
atate, should not b^ng to the Vicar of Christ op earthy 
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who is to pieaoh peace, to pray, and to pardon. Beligion is 
not and it cannot be an affair of state. Its mission is to 
console believers with the hope of everlasting life, and 
to uphold the spirit of faith. 

The Catholic Church has never enjoyed in any country 
so much freedom and respect as in Italy. We alone of all 
nations have renounced every claim to jurisdiction in eccle- 
siastical matters. It is a maxim of modem law that the 
state should have no influence in spiritual things which 
eannot be interfered with by the civil power without hav- 
ing recourse to violence. The spiritual autonomy which we 
protect and guarantee should be the stronghold of the Su- 
preme Pontiff. In that stronghold he could not be assailed. 
Worldly matters elude his grasp, and it would be a virtue 
in him not to think of them. Souls are his kingdom, and 
he governs them so absolutely as to elicit the envy of other 
rulers of men. Protectant sovereigns and even princes who 
do not believe in Christ bow before him and reverently 
accept bis judgments. 

The Italians, by promulgating the law of May, 1871, 
have solved a problem which seemed incapable of solution. 
In this country, where freedom of thought and of conscience 
is acknowledged, unlimited liberty has been granted to the 
head of the Church with reference to his sacred ofS^ce and 
his irresponsibility and inviolability. In regard to his acts, 
the Pope is subject only to God, and no human potentate 
caa reach him. He exercises a sovereign authority over aU 
those who believe in him, and they are many millions, while 
he is surrounded by all the honors and privileges of royalty 
without the drawbacks of civil power, without the hatred, 
the resentment, and the penalties inseparable from such 
power. No earthly prince is in a similar position or dl 
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the same level. His position is unique. He has no terri- 
tory to govern. Indeed, any extent of territory would be 
inadequate for his position, and yet all the world is subject 
to his spiritual empire. Were he a temporal prince his au- 
thority would be diminished, because it would be equal to 
that of other rulers, and he would cease to be preeminent. 
He would be exposed to continual struggles, as he has 
struggled for centuries to the detriment of the faith and 
of his spiritual authority. We have made him an inde- 
pendent sovereign, and as such he is superior to all other 
princes. In this lies his power. He exercises his office by 
virtue of his authority; he corresponds with all the world; 
he prays; he protects, without needing protection, because 
the Italian kingdom is his shield. Consequently, no earthly 
weapon can reach him, and the outrages inflicted upon Bon- 
iface YIII. cannot be repeated. 

Catholics should be grateful to^Italy for the services 
which we have rendered to the Roman Pontiff. Before 
September 20, 1870, he was obliged to bow before the 
princes of the earth, and concordats were concessions of 
divine rights made to the prejudice of the Church. It 
was only when relieved of his temporal dominion that 
Pius IX. could cope with Bismarck and make that man of 
iron feel the power of spiritual arms. All this is our handi- 
work, the work of our Parliament and our king, and we are 
proud of the achievement. I will say more ; it was the will 
of God, because the Almighty willed that Italy should 
gather her provinces together and become an equal of other 
nations. 

We regret to say that those who oppose this evident will 
of the Creator call themselves his ministers on earth, but 
they will not prevail, because Italy is strong and self-reliant 
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and will erusli any effort at Tevolution. These men will not 
prevail, and perhaps they may grow wiser. They are aware 
that so long as they keep within lawful bounds and do not 
infringe the law, they are inviolable. But they ought to 
remember that if they rebel, if they revile their country and 
attack our national institutions, they will lose all the bene- 
fits which they have secured by our law of guarantees, 
which was granted to religion and for reUgion, and not 
for the personal advantage of any man. They know, or 
ought to know, that by inciting others to break the law 
they would help Anarchism, which denies both God and 
King, and they would not escape punishment 



SOCIALISM AND DISCONTENT 

FROM A SPEECH OCCASIONED BY THE REVOLUTIONARY OUTBREAKS 

IN SICILY 

WE HAVE before us a great social problem and 
one that must be solved. Kot the problem 
which agitators love to pour out before an ex- 
cited mob, advocating community of goods, the abolition 
of trustees, the destruction of all lawful rights of owner- 
ship. To-day the right of spoliation is being dignified to 
the rank of a science; but none the less when attempts are 
made to realize such theories as I have referred to, a close 
approach is made to the domain of crime. 

A favorite field with the agitator is the island of Sicily, 
but the field is ill chosen, for there the sentiments of life 
and property are strongly rooted. Glance at the scenes of 
our recent riots and you will not be able to say that they 



SOCIALISM AND DISCONTENT 889 

were caused by distress. In the province of Trapani and 
in the commnnes of Palermo, where the riots were fiercest, 
the conditions of the people are unusually good. There 
are few large estates in the district, and land is distributed 
in small holdings among an industrious peasantry. The 
outbreaks in Sicily were the result of a well-organized 
conspiracy and the effects would have been even more 
dire had not a vigilant government taken wise precautions. 

The country is thickly sown with socialistic clubs, 
which are well known as Fasci del Lavoratori. Originally 
they seemed tq be harmless organizations created for 
benevolent objects. A year later, in 1892, the National 
Exposition was ,held in Palermo. Far too promising to 
neglect was this opportunity for disseminating pernicious 
doctrines, and agitators from the mainland flocked to the 
island and took contagion with them. From that time on- 
ward, by means of congresses and other incitements from 
revolutionaries who lived abroad, the real organization of 
the Fasci del Lavoratori as revolutionary societies began. 
The Fasci numbered one hundred and sixty-six and had 
two hundred and eighty-nine thousand members. The ' 
chiefs declared that they had no trust in the labors of 
Parliament, but put their confidence in revolution. This 
was made manifest by passages in letters which had been 
seized. 

Unpatriotic, as revolutionists of this type are sure to be, 
they had endeavored to come to an understanding with 
clerical societies in Italy and elsewhere, and of this also 
we have the clearest proof. Finally, a meeting was held 
in Marseilles, and there it was decided that the "New 
Garibaldi of Anarchy" should go to Palermo. 

It had been determined to rise in insurrection about the 
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middle of February, but fearing that the goveminent had 
been warned it was decided to anticipate the date originally 
fixed and there was a fourth of April in which neither the 
"New Garibaldi" nor any of his friends took any part. 
The peasants had been promised that during this year 
lands would be divided evenly among them, and the con-' 
spirators had planned to bring about a war by the help of 
Bussia, to which country it was intended to cede a port. 

If you would understand the character of the movement, 
listen to this proclamation published in one commune. It 
describes the working classes as "Children of the Vespers," 
and closes with these words : 

"Do you sleep? Hasten to the prison to rescue your 
brethren. Death to the king. Death to employers. Down 
with taxes. Bum the mayoralty. Bum the Civilians' 
Club. Long live the Fascio. When the bells ring let us 
rush to the castle, for all is ready for liberty. Listen for 
the signal." 

In the province of Massa Carrara the revolution burst 
forth in its worst forms. There, as in Sicily, martial law 
had to be proclaimed. • • • 

The conditions in Sicily are precisely the same as those 
in the balance of Italy, and the social laws which apply to 
the working classes on the mainland must apply to those 
on the island. The resources of Sicily are so great that the 
government desires to make use of them in repurchasing 
' the latifundia, which it would divide among the people, and 
so put an end to the injustices of the communal adminis- 
trations, especially in regard to tithes. Concerning this we 
propose to ask for a magistrate specially detailed to re- 
adjust the rates. 

Italy must consolidate and fortify herself, and for this. 
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time and labor are still necessary. I ask you, therefore, to 
follow me in my programme. Let us cleave to the king — 
the symbol of unity, the ark of salvation. I say now as 
I said in 1864, that the monarchy alone guarantees imity 
and the future of the country. With this faith, which is 
tiie faith of the country, we must ward off dangers, oppose 
internal and external enemies, and carry Italy to the great- 
ness to which we have aspired and without which she 
cannot exist. 



EMILIO CASTELAR 



pMIUO GASTELAB was bom in Cadiz, September 8, 1832, and while still 
*^ joong, made seTeral yentnres in Uteratare. At the age of twenty-four he 
became Pnleaaor of History and PhikMopfay in the UniTeraity of lladrid, and 
delivered lectures which attracted a great deal of attention. Eight yeans later, 
however, he was deprived of hia professorship on account of his editorial as- 
sociation with a newspaper which opposed the party in power and advocated 
republican ideas. In 1866 not only was the newspaper suppressed, but he 
himself was sentenced to death, and had to remain in exile until the ^ight of 
Isabella II. enabled him in 1868 to return to Madrid and resume his professor- 
ship. Elected to the Cortes in the following year, he toolc a memorable part 
in debate, and, in the provisional republic which succeeded the short-lived 
monarchy of Amadous, he became Minister of Foreign Affairs, and, ultimately, 
chief of the executive power. Constrained to resign his office in 1874, he 
remained for a good many years the leader of the Moderate Republicans, and 
universally acknowledged the greatest of Spanish orators, but in 1893 he an- 
nounced his retirement from politics, expressing a regret that he had not 
supported the limited monarchy of 1869. He died May 26, 1899. 



A PLEA FOR REPUBLICAN INSTITUTIONS 

IN THE SPANISH ASSEMBLY. DEC. i8, 1869 

BEFOBE replying to Minister Sagasta's speech of last 
Saturday, I desire to say that my public life forbids 
me to defend myself against personal attacks such 
as the gentleman seems to delight in. The Minister of 
Oovernment was extremely kind in speaking of my address 
as a brilliant one and extremely severe when he declared 
that it was wanting in truth. Neither criticism was just. 
Gentlemen, I would not have to defend my own speeches 
if they had the resplendency and the beauty attributed 

to them by Mr. Sagasta. I would be content to let them 
(892) 
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shine, confident, with the most eloquent and greatest of 
ancient philosophers, that '^Beanty is the resplendency 
of Truth.*' After all, if there is any grand quality in 
this Assembly it is eloquence, the expressing of grand 
sentiments and sublime ideas in fervent language. I have 
heard such speeches come from every side of the Assembly 
and I would like to hear one, in the language of modera- 
tion, from the government. Discussions carried on in that 
manner, with eloquence and good judgment, give us hope 
for the future, for the laws of history do not permit a dic- 
tatorship to fasten itself apon a people whose faces are 
lighted by the fires of eloquence — ^a sure sign of grand 
apostolic work in social life. 

I have said this, not being able to proceed without 
repelling a calumnious imputation directed against me by 
the Minister of Government. To a question of Mr. Oria 
relative to an attack on property, the gentleman replied 
that it was the work of the Federalists. In what articlCi 
in what proclamation, in what programme, in what bulletin, 
in what periodical, in what speech of a Federalist has the 
gentleman discovered that we attack property? Against 
the robbers are the courts and the judges, and it is an 
imposition on the Assembly and a calumny on our social 
conditions to charge us with such crimes and to seek to 
spatter this minority with the mud that bespatters all of 
you. This is not just. 

Now, I must answer with calmness another slanderous 
imputation. The Minister of Oovemment says that the 
Federal Bepublican party desired the dismemberment, the 
dissolution, the breaking up of this country. A party that 
aspires to a European confederation, a party that desires to 
see the abominable word **war" abolishedi a party that de- 
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Bires to unite disunited people cannot seek the dismember- 
ment of a country bound together by tradition and law. 
We desire that from Barcelona to Lisbon, from Irun to 
CadiZy there shall be but one flag-^ flag, however, under 
whose folds the citizen may have freedom, the munici- 
pality autonomy, and the province rights that belong to 
the whole country. 

The accusation of the gentleman reminds me of the one 
concerning decentralization made by the Moderate party 
against the Progressive party, and the claim of the Mod- 
erates that with decentralization national unity was impos- 
Bible. Notwithstanding this claim, it is generally believed 
to-day that people who suffer most in their independence 
have a centralized government, because it is enough to aim J 

a blow at their head, like the blow aimed by the allied i 

powers in Paris in 1815. The belief is general that those I 

nations that have great internal dissensions are centralized 
nations, because they have an apoplectic head on a weak, 
stiff body. And so I say that, as centralization is believed 
in to-day, federation will be to-morrow — ^a federation the 
belief in which will result sooner or later in the organiza- 
tion of the United States of Spain within the United States 
of Europe. 

Mr. Sagasta began to defend the dictatorship, and in de- 
fending it he drew an awful picture of our social condition, 
talking of crimes and criminals, and telling you that our 
education in the past was very bad, and that the corruption 
of to-day is very great. And what have the Republicans to 
see from that? For three centuries, yes, more than three 
centuries, our Church has been as an enemy to the human 
oonscience. For many centuries it has been inimical to the 
national will. Consequently, if there is anything very bad 
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or vidons here to-day, it is owing to institutions with which 
we have nothing to do. And more, this evil, this vicious- 
ness, owe their existence to a lack of respect among the 
people for the law. And this lack of respect for the law 
is bom of the systematic abase of power by our arbitrary 
goyemment. Judges nominated by a party and appointed to 
revise the electoral lists; schools, so-called, for filling con- 
vents and military barracks; the jury outlawed; public life 
closed to the democracy ; political corruption extending from 
above down in all directions — ^this is the product, and these 
the products, of the sore and wounded people painted by 
Mr. Sagasta; people who are the natural offspring of a long 
heredity of crime and error. It is impossible to cure the 
people if the system is not changed. . . . 

Well, deputies, what form of government has come to 
Spain since the September revolution? The republican 
form has come and is still here. It so happens that you 
have not been able yet to implant monarchical institutions 
in its place. After having been fifteen days in power you 
declared yourselves for the monarchy. Did the monarchy 
come? After the elections you declared yourselves mon- 
archists and us outlaws. Did you create the monarchy in 
the primaries? When the Assembly convened, the mon- 
archy was proposed; there we have had great battles. Has 
the monarchy been established? The Conservatives, al- 
though they haye not said so, have, I believe, agreed 
upon a candidate; the Sadicals, more loquacious, have 
told us theirs; but have you, separated or united, pro- 
duced a monarchy? 

The Conservatives have a candidate who really repre- 
ients the latest privilege granted the middle classes. Why 
h it that thay do not bring him here ? Because they know 
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that fhifl is a democratic monarchy, based, as it is sup- 
posably, on universal sufErage, and because the candidate 
has not, never had, and never will have, the votes, the 
indorsement, the backing of the people. And you? Ton 
want a monarchy to keep up appearances, a monarchy in 
order that Europe may say, ''See how prudent, how God- 
fearing, how wise, how intelligent are the Spaniards; they 
have a disguised republic I" After a provisional govern- 
ment and a provisional regency you want a provisional 
monarchy also. Tou do not expect or want to be strong 
in the right, in liberty, in the will of the people or in 
national sovereignty. All you want is a king who shall 
represent the predominance and the egotism of a party. 
You ought to know that as the candidate of the Conserva- 
tives cannot come here without the consent of the people 
your candidate cannot come without the consent of the 
Conservatives. Do you believe that your candidate will 
last if all the Conservative forces do not support him? 
Notwithstanding all that the Conservatives have declared 
to their representatives here, not one of them has said 
that he renounces his dynastic faith. Therefore, deputieSp 
you cannot establish the monarchy. 

On Saturday I pictured to you, in colors more or lesB 
vivid, the prestige which monarchical institutions have 
enjoyed in our country, and for this the Minister of State 
upbraided me without understanding my arguments. I 
ask you to concentrate your attention for a moment upon 
the parallel which I am going to present and which may 
be called a summary of this speech. I said the other 
afternoon, that to establish monarchical institations it was 
necessary to possess monarchical faith and sentiment. 
One must ha^e the poetry and the traditions of moo* 
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archy. I said this because 1 know that, although the 
Assembly and the official authorities can make laws, they 
cannot decree ideas or sentiments, those real and* solid 
foundations of institutions. Formerly, in other times, 
kings were representative of the national dignity, and 
now from those same benches we have heard that they 
sold their native soil to a foreigner and even prostrated 
themselves at his feet, the people in the meautime an- 
swering the enemy with the second of May and the siege 
of Saragossa. Formerly poetry, addressing the throne, 
exclaimed: 

"Oh! what a profoand abyss 
Of iniquitj and malioe 
The mighty of the world 
Have made of your justice 1'* 

Formerly art sketched the apotheosis of Charles Y. with 
Titian's brush, or the ladies-in-waiting of Philip VI. 
with the brush of Yelasquez; now it sketches the image 
of the communists, of the victims of Charles V., or the 
ship in which the Puritans took the republic to the bosom 
of virgin America. Formerly, the gala days of the people 
were the birthdays of kings and the anniversaries of the 
beginning of their reigns. Now, the great days of cele- 
bration are the tenth of August, the thirtieth of July, 
the twenty-fourth of February, and the twenty-ninth of 
September, days marking the expulsion of kings. For- 
merly, when a navigator landed in America, or an ex- 
plorer went into the interior of a new country, the purest 
piece of gold, the largest pearl, the clearest diamond was 
reserved for the king. Now, your Minister of the Treasury 
claims from the long even the clasp which holds the royal 
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mantle ibcntt his shooldefB. I will not continue this paral- 
lel, as the Chamber clearly sees the applicati<m. 

What does this mean 7 What does it signify^ ? If tho 
throne has fallen, if the throne is broken, if the throne ia 
dishonorod, if the throne cannot be restored, Conservativea^ 
Unionists, Progressists, Democrats, repeat with the poet: 



AH d 70a laid joar handB on hin.^ 



As there is no possibility of establishing the monarchy^ 
as no candidate acceptable to all can be found, it is neces- 
sary, it is indispensable to get rid of the suspense, and I 
say that we should establish a republic. Have yoo not 
said that the forms of goyemment are accidental 7 G-entle- 
men, you know the republic I want. It is a federal re- 
public. I shall always defend the federal republic. I am 
a Federal, but, deputies, understand one thing, the repub- 
lie is a form of government which admits many conditions, 
and which has many grades. From the republic of Venice 
to that of Switzerland there is an immense scale. Adjoin- 
ing Mexico, where Church and State are separated, there 
is Guatemala, where the cleigy have great power. Olose 
to the decentralised and federal Argentine Bepublic is the 
Ohilian Bepublic, another decentralized country enjoying 
great prosperity, its paper money being quoted in all the 
markets of Europe as high as that of England. Conse- 
quently, deputies, amid this great afiSiction and this great 
trouble and this unstable equilibrium, which surrounds 
you, yoQ can establish a form of goyemment which is of 
the people and for the people, a form of govemmeat in 
harmony with the institutions yon hare proclaimed, and 
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with the sentiment which all of you guard in the bottom 
of your hearts. 

Have you not seen in history the inability of an assem- 
bly or any power to establish a form of government in 
conflict with great ideas ? Kemember the eighteenth cent- 
ury. Never had a monarchy attained more power, never 
was absolutism so strong, never was the destruction of 
obstacles in the way of kings more complete. Philosophy 
ascended the throne with them, ascended with Charles 
in. and Aranda and Tombal. It ascended with Joseph I., 
with Frederick the Great, with Leopold of Tuscany. All 
seemed to conspire to establish the same idea, the idea of 
a philosophy and a liberalism. And did they succeed? 
No, they were the Baptists of the Bevolution. They re- 
pented late, and the philosophy they had thrown at the 
feet of the thrones came to naught. And what happened? 
Some were sentenced by the Assembly. The crowns of 
divine right.were melted into cannon balls by the soldiers 
of the Bevolution. What does this signify? That great 
powers cannot* place absolutism above philosophy any 
more than you can build monarchical institutions on indi- 
vidual rights. Therefore, I beseech you to establish the 
republic. You are assured of our patriotism, our great 
interest in the country, our abnegation. Oato committed 
suicide because he found a Oadsar. Badicals of Spain, do 
not commit suicide because you cannot find a monaroh. I 
brnn spokeo* 
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THB CAMPO SANTO OP PISA 

AN BUMPLB OF CASTELAiTS PROSfi STYLB 

DO TOU belieye thai death is the end of our beingt 
I hare never thought so. If it be, then the uni* 
▼erae is created solely for destraction; and Gk>d is 
a child who hag formed the world like a castle of card% 
for the pleasure of overturning them. 

The vegetable consumes the earth, the oz and the sheep 
graze upon the vegetable; we eat the ox and the she^, and 
invisible agents which we call death or nothingness con* 
Bume us. In the scale of existence some creatures serve 
only to destroy other creatures, and the universe is like 
an enormous polypus with a capacious stomach, or, if yon j 

desire a more classic image, a catafalque upon which bums 
a funeral torch, and is created the statue of fatal law. 
Some are patient because they have been born lymphatic; 
many are heroic because they have much blood; othem 
are thinkers because they are bilious; more are poets be- 
cause their nerves are sensitive; but all die of their own 
characteristics, and all live while their stomachs endure, 
while their hearts, their brains, their spines are sound. 
What we call virtues or vices are tendencies of organism; 
what we name faith is but a few drops less blood in the 
veins, or some irritation of the liver, or some atoms of 
phosphorus in the bones, and what we term immortality 
is but an illusion. Death alone is real and certain, and 
human history is a procession of shadows passing like 
bats between day and night, all to drop, one behind the 
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Other, into that obsoare, unfathomable ^bygB which is 
called nothing, the unique atmoBphere of the universe. 

Oh! No! not I cannot believe it I Human wicked- 
ness can never so much affect me as to obscure divine 
truths in my soul. As I can distinguish good from evl, 
so can I separate death from immortality. I believe in 
the Almighty, and in a vision of the Almighty in another 
and better world. 

I leave my body as armor which fatigues me by its 
weight, to continue my infinite ascension to the heaven of 
heavens, bathed in light eternal. 

It is true that death exists, but true also that there is 
a soul; against Bealism that would enshroud me with iti 
leaden mantle I have the glow and fire of thought; and 
against Fatalism, that would confine me by its chain, I 
have the power and force of liberty. 

History is a resurrection. Barbarians buried the ancient 
Orecian statues, but they live again here in this oemeteryi 
producing immortal generations of artists with kisses from 
their cold lips of marble. Italy was as dead as Juliet. 
Each generation fiung a handful of earth upon her corpsCi 
and placed a fiower in her morljiary crown; yet Italy ia 
alive again! 

To-day tyrants sing the ^'Dies frso" on the field where 
unhappy Poland was divided. ^ Yet soon humanity will 
approach, collect the bones, picked clean by the vultures 
of the Neva, and Poland vrill be reborn, standing like a 
statue of faith, with the cross in her arms and on her 
ancient altars. 

I have always been impressed with the thought of hur 
mortality in cemeteries. But I felt it more than com- 
monly in the Oampo Santo of Pisa, filled with so much 
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life; peopled hj so manj beings that give in spiraiia n aaid 
conseqaently immortality, as the tmnks of the trees distil 
honej when the bees haye inhabited tiiem. Insensibly the 
night falls. The graye-digger finishes his work, the noise 
of the shovel ceases, and I am asked to retire. Sut I 
prayed to remain another hour, in the bosom of nighi; and 
of the shadows. 1 wish to submerge myself in the melan- 
choly of nothingness, to anticipate my being in that place 
of silence and external repose, by long contemplation of 
the dost of the departed here where so many generations 
sleep forgotten. 

There I remained leaning against a tomb, resting my 
forehead upon the marble, my eyes fixed on the picture 
of death and on the monsters of the Uniyersal Judgment, 
illuminated by the last splendors of the expiring day, 
awaiting the greater sadness which the darkness of night 
would bring upon me. 

But no! the fresh breeze of the sea comes to awaken 
me from my melancholy dreams; the sweet flowers of May 
raised their blossom before drooping; from the heat, a 
penetrating and intoxicating aroma, full of life and fra- 
grance, diffused itself in the air; the winged glowworms 
began to hover between the shades of the cloister and the 
lines of the tombs like wandering stars, while the full 
moon rose above the horizon, floating majestically in ether, 
with her pale blue rays lighting up the faces of the funereal 
statues; and a nightingale, hidden in the thick branches 
of the highest cypress, chanted his song of love as a 
serenade to the dead and a supplication to the living. 
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I OniS KOSSUTH was born at Monok in Hungary in 1803. He reoeiyed a 
*^ good education, and in hia thirtieth year entered the Hungarian Diet» 
where he served for some six years. Imprisoned by the Austrian Government 
In 1837 on account of his liberal ofHnions, he was released three years later, 
and soon afterward became editor of the ''Pesth JoumaL" In 1847 he waa 
once m(Mne chosen Deputy to the Diet» and it was largely owing to his efforts 
that Austria in 1848 found heraelf constrained to concede a species of autonomy 
to Hungary. In the following year, when the perfidy of the imperial govern- 
ment drove the Magyars to insurrection, Kossuth was made President of the 
Republic of Hungary. After the overthrow of the Magyar commonwealth by 
the combined forces of Austria and Russia, Kossuth fled to Turkey, where he 
sojourned for a time until he visited England and the United States in the hope 
of securing the cooperation of those countries in an attempt to restore Hun- 
garian independence. The speeches which he delivered in the United Statea 
in 1862 excited great enthusiasm. He lived to see his native lanc^ acquire^ 
after the battie of Sadowa» almost complete autonomy, and even exercise 
ascendency in the councils of the Hapsburg Kaiser, but he never lost hIa 
desire for the resuscitation of the former republics, and refused to acquiesce 
in Austrian rule, even when it had become merely nominal His later yeail 
were passed hi Italy, Imd he died at Turin hi 1894. 

LOCAL SELP-OOVERNMENT 

ADDRESS AT THE CONGRESSIONAL BANQUET IN WASHINGTON. 

JANUARY 7. aSsa 

SIB, as once Cyneas, the Epirote, stood among the Sen- 
ators of Borne, who, with an earnest word of self- 
oonscious majesty, controlled the condition of the 
world and arrested mighty kings in their ambitious march, 
thus, full of admiration and of reverence, I stand before 
you, legislators of the new Capitol — that glorious hall of 
your people's collective majesty. The Capitol of old yet 

stands, but the spirit has departed from it and come over 

(408) 
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to yours, purified by the air of liberty. The old stands 
a mournful monument of the fragility of hunMin things^ 
yours as a sanctuary of eternal rights. The old beamed 
with the red lustre of conquest, now darkened by oppres- 
sion's gloomy night — ^yours beams with freedom's bright 
ray. The old absorbed the world by its own centralized 
glory — ^yours protects your own nation against absorption, 
even by itself. The old was awful with irrestricted power 
— ^yoxmEi is glorious with having restricted it. At the view 
of the old nations trembled — ^at the view of yours humanity 
hopes. To the old misfortune was only introduced with 
fettered hands to kneel at the triumphant conqueror's heels 
— to yours the triumph of introduction is granted to un- 
fortunate exiles, invited to the honor of a seat, and where 
kings and CsDsars will never be hailed, for their powers, 
might, and wealth, there the persecuted chief of a down- 
trodden nation is welcomed as your great Republic's guest, 
precisely because he is persecuted, helpless, and poor. In 
the old, the terrible vob viciis was the rule — ^in yours, pro- 
tection to the oppressed, malediction to ambitious oppres- 
sors, and consolation to the vanquished in a just cause. 
And while out of the old a conquered world was ruled, 
you in yours provide for the common confederative inter- 
ests of a territory larger than the conquered world of the 
old. There sat men boasting their will to be sovereign of 
tlie world — here sit men whose glory is to acknowledge the 
laws of nature and of nature's God, and to do what their 
sovereign, the people, ^Is. 

8ir, there is history in these parallels. History of past 
ages, and history of future centuries may be often recorded 
in a few words. The small particulars to which the pas- 
sions of living men cling with fervent zeal — as if the fragile 
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figure of men could arrest the rotation of destiny's wheel; 
these particulars die away. It is the issue which makes 
history, and that issue is always logical. There is a neces- 
sity of consequences wherever the necessity of position 
exists. Principles are the Alpha; they must finish with 
Omega, and they will. Thus history may be told often 
in a few words. Before yet the heroic struggle of G-reece 
first engaged your country's sympathy for the fate of free- 
dom in Europe, then so far distant, and now so near, 
Chateaubriand happened to be in Athens, and he heard 
from a minaret raised upon the Propylsean ruins a Turkish 
priest in Arabic language announcing the lapse of hours 
to the Christians of Minerva's town. What immense his- 
tory in the small fact of a Turkish Imaum crying out: 
*Tray, man, the hour is running fast, and the judgment 
draws near. ' ' Sir, there is equally a history of future ages 
written in the honor bestowed by you to my humble self. 
The first governor of independent Hungary, driven from 
his native land by Russian violence, an exile on Turkish 
soil protected by a Mohammedan Sultan against the blood- 
thirst of Christian tyrants, cast back a prisoner to far 
Asia by diplomacy, rescued from his Asiatic prison by 
America, crossing the Atlantic, charged with the hopes 
of Europe's oppressed nations, pleading, a poor exile, 
before the people of this great Republic, bis down-trodden 
country's wrongs, and its intimate connection with the 
fate of the European continent, and with the boldness of 
a just cause claiming the principles of the Christian re- 
ligion to be raised to a law of nations; and to see, not only 
the boldness of the poor exile forgiven, but to see him 
consoled by the sjrmpathy of millions, encouraged by indi- 
viduals, meetings, cities, and states, supported by operative 

Vol. ni.— t 18— Orations 



406 LOCAL SELF-GOyBBNKEKT 

aid^ and greeted by OongraBs and by the Goyemment as 
the nation's guest, honored oat of generosity with that 
honor which only one man before him received — and that 
man receiyed then out of gratitude— with honors such as 
no potentate can ever receiyei and this banquet here, and 
the toast which I have to thank you for— oh, indeed, sir, 
there is a history of future ages in all these facts. 

Sir, though I have the noble pride of my principles, 
and though I have the inspiration of a just cause, still I 
haye also the conscience of my personal humility. Never 
will I forget what is due from me to the sovereign source 
of my public capacity. This I owe to my nation's dignity, 
and, therefore, respectfully thanking this highly distin- 
guished assembly, in my country's name, I have the bold- 
ness to say that Hungary well deserves your sympathy — 
*that Hungary has a claim to protection, because it has a 
claim to justice. But as to myself, permit me humbly to 
express that I am well aware not to have in all these honors 
any personal share. Now, I know that even that which 
might seem to be personal in your toast is only an ac- 
knowledgment of a historical fact; very instructively con- 
nected with a principle valuable and dear to every repub- 
lican heart in the United States of America. Sir, you 
were pleased to mention in your toast that I am uncon- 
quered by misfortune and unseduced by ambition. Now, 
it is a providential fact that misfortune has the privilege 
to ennoble man's mind and to strengthen man's character. 
There is a sort of natural instinct of human dignity in the 
heart of man, which steels his very nerves not to bend 
beneath the heavy blows of a great adversity. The palm 
tree grows best beneath a ponderous weight— even so the 
character of man. There is no merit in it — it is a law of 
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psyohologj. The petty pangs of small daily cares have 
often bent the character of men, bat great misfortunes 
seldom. There is less danger in this than in great good 
luck; and as to ambition, 1, indeed, never was able to 
understand how anybody can more love ambition than 
liberty. But I am glad to state a historical fact as a prin- 
cipal demonstration of that influence which institutions 
exercise upon the character of nations. We Hungahaus 
are very fond of the principle of municipal self-govern- 
ment; and we have a natural horror against the principle 
of centralization. That fond attachment to municipal self- 
government, without which there is no provincial freedom 
possible, is a fundamental feature of our national char- 
acter. We brought it with us from far Asia, a thousand 
years ago, and we conserved it throughout the vicissitudes 
of ten centuries. 

No nation has perhaps so much struggled and suffered 
from the civilized Christian world as ours. We do not 
complain of this lot. It may be heavy, but it is not in- 
glorious. Where the cradle of our Saviour stood, and 
where his divine doctrine was founded, there another faith 
now rules, and the whole of Europe's armed pilgrimage 
could not avert this fate from that sacred spot, nor stop 
the rushing waves of Islamism absorbing the Christian 
empire of Constantino. We stopped those rushing waves. 
The breast of my nation proved a breakwater to them. 
We guarded Christendom, that Luthers or Calyins might 
reform it. It was a dangerous time, and the dangers of 
the time often placed the confidence of all my nation into 
one man's hand, and their confidence gave power into his 
hands to become ambitious. But there was not a single 
instance in history where a man honored by his people's 
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confidence had deceived his people by becoming smbitioiia. 
The man oat of whom Bussian diplomacy sacoeeded in 
making the morderer of his nati<m'8 confidence— he never 
had it, bnt was rather r^arded always with distrust. Bat 
he gained some victories when victories were the moment's 
chief necessity. At the head of an army, circamstances 
placed him in the capacity to rain his coantry. Bat he 
never had the people's confidence. So, even he is no con- 
tradiction to the historical trnth that no Hungarian whom 
his nation honored with its confidence was ever seduced 
by ambition to become dangerous to his country's liberty. 
That is a remarkable fact, and yet it is not accidentaL 
It is the logical consequence of the influence of institu- 
tions upon the national character. Our nation, through 
all its history, was educated in the school of municipal 
self-government, and in such a country, ambition, having 
no field, has also no place in man's character. 

The truth of this doctrine becomes yet more illustrated 
by a quite contrary historical fact in France. Whatever 
have been the changes of government in that great country 
— ^and many they have been, to be sure — ^we have seen a 
Convention, a Directorate of Consuls, and one Consul, and 
an Emperor, and the Bestoration — the fundamental tone of 
the Constitution of France was power always centralized. 
Omnipotence always vested somewhere; and remarkably, 
indeed, France has never yet raised the single man to the 
seaV of power who has not sacrificed his country's freedom 
to his personal ambition. It is sorrowful, indeed; but it 
is natural. It is in the garden of centralization that the 
venomous plant of ambition thrives. I dare confidently 
affirm, that in your great country there exists not a single 
man through whose brains has ever passed the thought 
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that he would wish to raise the seat of his ambition upon 
the ruins of your country's liberty. If he could, such a 
wish is impossible in th^ (Tnited States. Institutions react 
upon the character of nations. He who sows the wind will 
reap the storm. History is the revelation of Providence. 
The Almighty rules by eternal laws, not only the material 
but the moral world; and every law is a principle, and 
every principle is a law. Men, as well as nations, are en- 
dowed with free will to choose a principle, but that once 
chosen, the consequences mast be abided. With self- 
government is freedom, and with freedom is justice and 
patriotism. With centralization is ambition, and with am- 
bition dwells despotism. Happy your great country, sir, 
for being so warmly addicted to that great principle of 
self-government. Upon this foundation your fathers raised 
a home to freedom more glorious than the world has ever 
seen. Upon this found^'tion you have developed it to 
a living wonder of the world. Happy your great country, 
sir, that it was selected by the blessing of the Lord, to 
prove the glorious practicability of a federative Union 
of many sovereign States, all conserving their State rights 
and their self-government, and yet united in one. Every 
star beaming with its oMm lustre, but all together one con- 
steUation on mankind's canopy I 

Upon this foundation your country has grown to a pro- 
digious power in a surprisingly brief period. You have 
attracted power in that. Your fundamental principles 
have conquered more in seventy-five years than Rome 
by arms in centuries. Your principles will conquer the 
world. By the glorious example of your freedom, welfare, 
and security, mankind is about to become conscious of its 
aim. The lesson you give to humanity will not be losi, 
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and the respect of the State rights in the Federal Govern- 
ment of America and in its several States, will become an 
instractive example for universal toleration, forbearance, 
and justice, to the f ature States and Bepublics of Burope. 
Upon this basis will be got rid of the mystehoos question 
of language, and nationalities raised by the cunning des- 
potisms in Europe to murder Liberty, and the smaller 
States will find security in the principles of federatiye 
union, while they will conserve their national freedom by 
the principles of sovereign self-government; and white 
larger States, abdicating the principles of centralisation, 
will cease to be a blood-field to sanguinary usurpation, 
and a tool to the ambition of wicked men, municipal insti- 
tutions will insure the development of local particular ele- 
ments. Freedom, formerly an abstract political theory, 
will become the household benefit to municipalities, and 
out of the welfare and contentment of all parts will flow 
happiness, peace, and security for the whole. That is my 
confident hope. There will at once subside the fluctua- 
tions of Germany's fate. It will become the heart of Eu- 
rope, not by melting North Germany into a Southern 
frame, or the South into a Northern; not by absorbing 
historical peculiarities, by centralized omnipotence; not 
by mixing in one State, but by federating several sover- 
eign States into a Union like yours, upon a similar basis, 
will take place the national r^eneration of the Slavonio 
States, and not upon the sacrilegious idea of Panslavism, 
equivalent to the omnipotence of the Czar. 

Upon a similar basis will we see fair Italy independent 
and free. Not unity, but union, will and must become 
the watchword of national bodies, severed into desecrated 
limbs by provisional rivalries, out of which a flock of des- 
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pots and oonunbn servitude arose. To be sure, it will be 
a noble joy to this your great Republic to feel that the 
moral influence of your glorious example has operated in 
producing this glorious development in mankind's destiny; 
and I have not the slightest doubt of the efficacy of your 
example's influence. But there is one thing indispensable 
to it, without which there is no hope for this happy issue. 
This indispensable thing is, that the oppressed nations of 
Europe become the masters of their future, free to regulate 
their own domestic concerns, and to secure this nothing is 
wanted but to have that fair play to all, and for all, which 
you, sir, in your toast were pleased to pronounce as a right 
of my nation, alike sanctioned by the law of nations as 
by the dictates of eternal justice. Without this fair play 
there is no hope for Europe — no hope of seeing your 
principle spread. Yours is a happy country, gentlemen. 
You had more than fair play. You had active, operative 
aid from Europe in your struggle for independence, which, 
once achieved, you so wisely used as to become a prodigy 
of freedom and welfare, and a Book of Life to nations. 
But we, in Europe — ^we, unhappily, have no such fair play 
with us, against every palpitation of liberty. All despots 
are united in a common league, and you may be sure des- 
pots will never yield to the moral influence of your great 
example. They hate the very existence of this exam- 
ple. It is the sorrow of their thoughts and the incubus 
of their dreams. To stop its moral influence abroad, and 
to check its spreading development at home, is what 
they wish, instead of yielding to its influence. We 
will have no fair play. The Cossack already rules, by 
Louis Napoleon's usurpation, to the very borders of the 
Atlantic Ocean. 
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One of your great statesmen — now to my sorrow 
bound to the sick bed of advanced age — alas, that I am 
deprired of the advice which his wisdom eonld have im- 
parted to me— yonr great statesman told the world thirty 
years ago that Paris was transferred to St. Petersburg. 
What would he now say, when St. Petersburg is trans- 
ferred to Paris, and Europe is but an appendix to Bussia? 
Alas I Europe can no longer secure to Europe fair play. 
Albion only remains. But even Albion oasts a sorrowful 
glance over the waves. Still we will stand our place, sink 
or swim, live or die. You know the word. It is your 
own. We will follow it. It will be a bloody path to 
tread. Despots have conspired against the world. Terror 
spreads over Europe, and anticipating persecution rules 
from Paris to Pesth. There is a gloomy silence, like the 
silence of nature before the terrors of a hurricane. It is 
a sensible silence, only dbturbed by the thousand-fold 
rattling of muskets by which Napoleon murders the peo- 
ple who gave him a home when he was an exile, and by 
the groans of new martyrs in SicUy, Milan, Vienna, and 
Pesth. The very sympathy which I met in England, 
and was expected to meet here, throws my sisters into 
the dungeons of Austria. Well, God's will be done. The 
heart may break, but duty will be done. We will stand 
in our place, though to us in Europe there be no fair 
play. But so much I hope, that no just man on earth 
can charge me with unbecoming arrogance, when here, ou 
this soil of freedom, I kneel down and raise my prayer to 
God — ^'•Almighty Father of Bumanity, will thy merciful 
arm not raise a power on earth to protect the law of na- 
tions, when there are so many to violate it?" It is a 
prayer and nothing else. What would remain to the op* 
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pressed if they were not permitted to pray t The rest is 
in the hand of God. 

Gentlemen, I know where X stand. No honor, no en- 
couraging generosity, will make me ever forget where L 
stand and what is due from me to you. Here my duty 
is silently to await what you in your wisdom will be 
pleased to pronounce about that which public opinion 
knows to be my prayer and my aim, and be it your will 
to pronounce, or be it your will not to take notice of it, 
I will understand your will, and bow before it with devo- 
tion, love, and gratitude to your generous people, to your 
glorious land. But one single word, even here, I may be 
permitted to say, only such a word as may secure me from 
being misunderstood. £ came to the noble-minded people 
of the United States to claim its generous operative sym- 
pathy for the impending struggle of oppressed freedom on 
the European Continent, and I freely interpreted the hopes 
and wishes which these oppressed nations entertain, bat as 
to your great Kepublic, as a State, as a power on earth, I 
stand before the statesmen, senators, and legislators of that 
Bepublic, only to ascertain from their wisdom and experi- 
ence what is their judgment upon a question of national 
law and international right. I hoped, and now hope, that 
they will, by the foreboding events on the other great 
continent, feel induced to pronounce in time their vote 
about that law and those rights, and I hoped and hope 
that in pronouncing their vote, it will be in the broad 
principles of international justice, and consonant with 
their republican institutions and their democratic life. 

That is all I know and Europe knows — the immense 
weight of such a pronunciation from such a place. But 
never had I the impious wish to try to entangle this great 



414 



IiOOAL SSUr-OOTERiniSlPF 



JEtepnblio into diffionlties inooiudsteiit with its own wfXbM^ 
its own seoaritji its own interest I rather repeatedly and 
earnestly deolared that a war on this aoconnt by your 
oonntry is utterly impossible, and a mere phantom. I 
always declared that the United States remained masterf 
of their actions, and nnder every circumstance will act as 
they judge consistent with ihe supreme duties to them- 
selves. But I said and say that such a declaring of just 
principles would insure to the nations of Europe fair play 
in their struggle for freedom and independence, because 
the declaration of such a power as your BepubUc will be ^ 

respected even where it is not liked; and Europe's op- 
pressed nations will feel cheered in resolution, and doubled 
in strength, to maintain the decision of their American 
brethren on their own behalf with their own lives. There 
is an immense power in the idea to be right, when this 
idea is sanctioned by a nation like yours; and when the 
foreboding future will become present, there is an immense 
field for private benevolence, and sympathy upon the 
basis of the broad principles of international justice pro- 
nounced in the sanctuary of your people's collective ma- 
jority. So much to guard me against misunderstanding. 
Sir, I must fervently thank you for the acknowledge 
ment that my country has proved worthy to be free. 
Yes, gentlemen, I feel proud of my nation's character, 
heroism, love of freedom and vitality, and I bow with 
reverential awe before the decree of Providence which 
placed my country in a position that, without its restora* 
tion to independence, there is no possibility for freedom 
and the independence of nations on the European Gonti* 
nent. Even what now in France is about to pMS proves 
the truth of this. Every disappointed hope with whidi 
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Bniope loolced toward France ia a d^^ree more added to 
the importance of Hungary to the world. Upon our plains 
were fought the decisiye battles for Ohristendom, These 
will be fought the decisive battle for the independence 
of nations, for State rights, for international law, and for 
democratic liberty. We will live free or die like men; 
but should my people be doomed to die, it will be the 
first whose death will not be recorded as a suicide, but as 
a martyrdom for the world; and future ages will mouAi 
over the sad fate of the Magyar race, doomed to perish, 
not because in the nineteenth century there was nobody 
to protect the laws of nature and of nature's God. But 
I look to the future with confidence and with hope. 
Adversities manifold of a tempest-tossed life, could not 
fail,. of course, to impart a mark of cheerfulness upon my 
heart, which, if not a source of joy, is at least a guarantee 
against sanguine illusions. I, for myself, would not want 
the hope of success for doing what is right to me.- The 
sense of duty would suffice. Therefore, when I hope, it 
has nothing in oommon with that desperate instinct of a 
drowning man, who, half sunk, is still grasping at a straw 
for help. No ; when I hope, there is motive for the hope. 
I have a steady faith in principles. I dare say that 
experience taught me the logic of events, in connection 
with principles. I have fathomed the entire bottom of this 
mystery, and was, I perceive, right in my calculations 
there, about once in my life. I supposed a principle to 
exist in a certain quarter, where, indeed, no principle 
proves to exist It was a horrible mistake, and resulted 
in a horrible bmie. The present condition of Europe is a 
very consequence of it; but precisely this condition of 
fiurope proves I did not wantonly suppose a principle 
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to exist there where I found none wonld have existed. 
The consequences could not hare failed to arrive, as 
I have contemplated them well. There is a Providence 
in every foct. Withont this mistake, the principles of 
American republicanism would, for a long time yet, find 
a sterile soil on that continent, where it was considered 
wisdom to belong to the French school. Now, matters 
stand thus: That either the continent of Europe has no 
future at all, or this future is American Bepublicanism. 
And who could believe that three hundred millions of that 
continent, which is the mother of civilization, are not to 
have any future at all? Such a doubt would be almost 
blasphemy against Providence. But there is a Providence, 
indeed — a just, a bountiful Providence— I trust, with the 
piety of my religion in it; I dare say my very humble 
self was a continual instrument of it. How could I be 
else in such a condition as I was — bom not conspicuous 
by any prominent abilities? Having nothing in me more 
than an iron will which nothing can bend, and the con- 
sciousness of being right, how could I, under the most 
arduous circumstances, accomplish many a thing which 
my sense of honest duty prompted me to understand? 

Oh, there is, indeed, a Providence which rules, even 
in my being here, when four months ago I was yet a 
prisoner of the league of European despots, in far Asia, 
and the sympathy which your gl(»rioas people honor me 

w 

with, and the high benefit of the welcome of your Con- 
gress, and the honor to be your guest — ^to be the guest of 
your great Republic — I, the poor, humble, unpretending 
exile — is there not a very intelligible manifestation of 
Providence in it? — the more when I remember that the 
name of your humble, but thankful guest| is, by the furi- 
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ous rage of the Austrian tyrant, to the gallows nailed. 
Your generosity is great, and loud your patriotism of re- 
publican principles against despotism. I firmly trust to 
those principles; and relying upon this very fact of your 
generosity, I may be permitted to say that that respectable 
organ of the free press may be mistaken, which announced 
that I considered my coming hither to be a failure. I 
confidently trust that the nations of Europe have a future. 
I am aware that •the future is contradicted. Bayonets 
may support, but afford no chair to sit upon. I trust 
to the future of my native land, because I know that is 
worthy to have it; and it is necessary to the destinies of 
humanity. I trust to the principles of republicanism, 
whatever be my personal fate. So much I know, that 
my country will remember you and your glorious land 
with everlasting gratitude. 
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UENBI BRirJAimr OONBTAKT DB BBBBOQUE was h(m in Ootdber, ^ 

1767, at TiMiiiMms in SwitMrland. At the age of twea^-eight he ro- 
mored to Paris, and soon took a oonspieaoDS part in the politics ol the day. 
He was a member of the Tribonate frmn 1799 until 1802. Banished by Napo- 
leon, he retomed, npon the restoration of the Bourbon Monarchy, and, remain- 
ing in Paris during the Hundred Days, took office under the Bmperor. Upon 
the second restoration of the Bourbons he was driven into eziie^ but, being 
pennitted to return in 1816, he was ^esently elected to the Chamber of 
Deputies, and continued to hold a seat in thftt bo^J until 1830. He died al 
Fuis in December ol the last-named year. 



PRBE SPEECH NECESSARY FOR GOOD GOVERNMENT 

CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES. PARIS. MARCH 93. iSao. AGAINST RESTRICTING TUB 

UBBRTY OF THE PRESS 

I WOULD ask the minister if he has reflected on the 
inevitable consequences incident to the suspension, 
temporary or otherwise, of the free circulation of our 
newspapers. It may render him ignorant of all that is pass- 
ing in the cliques of parasites and flatterers at court. All 
governments, whether liberal or despotic (you see I eschew 
the words '^foreign to the interests or rights of the people''), 
must rely for security on some means of knowing what is 
transpiring in the State. Bven in Turkey the viziers are 
iometimes irritated at being deceived by their pachas m ID 
the situation of the pioviiioes, and perhaps much may bi 
attributed to the inexact knowledge a neighbor prince had 
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of the dispoBitknui of his garrisons whon he saw them de- 
olare against him. Now, gentlemen, I assert it as a fact, 
that in suspending the free oiroolation of newspapers, the 
goyemment condemns itself to know nothing, except from 
the advices of its salaried servants; that is to say, it will 
never know move than half the facts, and frequently it will 
believe the opposite of the true conditions. To prove this 
truth I shall not resort to reasoning. Seasoning is too near 
liberty to need to be availed of. I shall invoke only a few 
facts, because facts are always the same. As we have seen, 
the chartered rights of the people may be demolished, but 
the facts remain impregnable. 

Well, then, gentlemen, will you remember the occur- 
rence in Lyons in June, 1817? France was then under 
the exceptional laws under which you had placed her. In- 
dividual liberty was then, as it again will be, at the mercy 
of a ministry, and the censor made of journalism what you 
will do here in a week, if you adopt this proposed law. 

What was the result then, gentlemen 7 A real or a sham 
conspiracy resulted. The severest measures were taken. 
Many men were put to death, and for a long time perse- 
cution was a political method. Well! All this was done 
and the government did not know just what it was agitating 
for. The government saw its error itself, for after all these 
executions had taken place, when, as a result, the conditions 
were irreparable, a marshal of France was sent to the field 
of these bloody severities to enlighten the Ministry on the 
true state of things. In the meanwhile, they incarcerated, 
judged, condemned, executed, and all without knowing 
wherefore; for had it not been felt necessary to inform 
them, the tardy mission of M. le Mar^chal Marmont would 
not have been thoug|it necessary. 1 shall not enter into^ 
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this hagnbrioQi ktatofy, nor judge b et w w tfioie irbo affirm 
or deny their aathoritjr in the conspiraoy. Who is right or 
wrong — ^this has no bearing on what I would proTe. What 
18 important is that for months the goTemment waa in ]gna> 
ranee of the facta and they had to send a personal moooongor 
to report eye-witness on which they oonld depend. 

Bat, gentlemen, it might have been otherwise. If in the 
Department of the Bhone there had been a single liberal 
journal, this journal — Jacobin, reyolutionary, or whatever 
you would call it — might present things from a difiereni 
point of view from the local authorities. The goyemment 
might hear the two sides. It should not commence by 
striking without reason, afterward to send to find if it 
had any cause for striking. 

I may be mistaken, but I think this side of the question 
has never been indicated, and that it is worth examination. 
In suspending the free circulation of newspapers, the Min- 
istry announce that they desire to hear or learn nothing save 
by their own agents — that is to say if their agents are by 
imprudence, by any personal motives or passions, on a false 
route, they will learn from them only that which they think 
plausible to place their merit in evidence or to assure their 
justification. Is this to the interest of government? I ask 
the Ministry to refiect. If at all times I treat this only from 
the standpoint of the interest of the Ministry, it is because 
I would address them words they would hear. If it con- 
cerned them alone, I need not speak. All authority brings 
with it the penalties of its responsibilities, its vexations, and 
false measures; nothing can be more just, and what the re- 
sult would be to the Ministry is to me indifferent. 

But as the example at Lyons has shown us, the people 
V resent this, and I would save the poor people a part of the 
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sufieringB towud which this new r^me is inevitably con- 
ducting ns. I call this a new r^ime, becanae it is differ- 
ent from what the charter had commenced to introduce in 
France. But I might as well and more justly call it the old 
r^ime, for it is the old regime which we are reconstructing 
piece by piece; lettrea de cachet^ censures, oligarchic elections 
^-these are the bases of the edifice I The colamns and the 
capitals will come later I I ask the Ministry if they intend 
to govern France without knowing her. Will they adopt 
measures depending on events of which they are informed 
only by men whose interests are presumably to disguise 
them; to commit thus without profit to themselves much 
injustice which they can never repair? If this be their 
intent, the suspension of the liberty of the press is a sure 
method of its fulfilment. But if they find that the French 
people value the right of being heard before being con- 
demned, and that twenty-eight million citizens should not 
be struck upon uncertain and possibly false reports, then 
the journals must be left free in their field of labor. What- 
ever the result, I am happy to have thus put the question. 
France will know if this be refused how much importance 
the Ministry attach to her requests by the lightness with 
which they treat them. I ask if they will do me the honor 
to reply, that they refute the example cited in the case 
of Lyons and not lose themselves in vague declamations 
in reply to the citation of a precise case. 

Let us pass to another subject on which two words of 
explanation will be useful. To suspend the free circula- 
tion of the press is to place the newspapers in the hands 
of a minister, and to authorisse the insertion in them of 
what he pleases. 

Have you forgotten, gentlemeui what occurred when a 
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law, limilar to the one yon would rarorrect, gave to m 
oabinet minister this power? 1 would not speak of the 
eleotionB. I should be ashamed to leoapitolate facts so 
well known. It were idle almost to tell the damage 
eaosed, for in three snooessive elections the minister 
discredited the official articles attacking the candidates. 
He only contributed to' their election. On my part, I 
owe him gratitude in this respect and I paidon his in- 
tentions for their favorable results; 

The facts I want you to consider are much more im« 
portant You will probably remember that in the sum* 
mer of the year 1Q18 several individuals who had filled 
responsible functions were arrested because they were sus- 
pected of conspiracy. I am not called on to explain or to 
defend these individuals. Their innocence or their guilt 
has nothing to do with this matter. They were detained; 
they were ironed; they had yet to be judged; and as they 
were to be exposed to the rigors of justice, they hid a 
rightful claim on its safeguards. General Canuel waa 
among the number. Well, gentlemen, while Oeneral 
Oanuel was incarcerated, what did the minister do? 
He selected a journal of which the editors were friendly 
to the inculpated, and in it inserted the most damaging 
articles, and as they related to a man^ who was untried 
and unconvicted, I call them the most infamous. These 
articles circulated throughout France, and he against whom 
they had been directed had not the power to respond with 
a line. Do you find in this ministerial usage of the presa 
anything delicate, loyal, legitimate? It is this slavish oae 
of the press they would solicit you to enact anew. 

This condition can never be renewed. The constitaenjOJ 
of our present Ministry is a guarantee against it. 
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By a law against universal liberty, yon place the rights 
of all citizens at the discretion of a ministry. By suspend- 
ing the freedom of the press, you will place at th^ir mercy 
all reputations. I shall not stop to examine the promises 
of the Minister of the Interior on this anodyne measure, 
which is to "stop personalities," to "encourage enlighten- 
ment," and to "leave writers ^free." What opinion have 
the censors? 

Censors are to thought what spies are to innocence; 
they both find their gains in guilt, and where it does not 
exisi> they create it. Censors class themselves as lettered. 
Producing nothing themselves, they are always in the 
humor of their sterility. No writer who respects himself 
would consent to be a censor. The title of royal censor 
was almost a reproach imder the ancient regime. Has it 
been rehabilitated imder the imperial censorship? These 
men will bring into the monarchy all the traditions of the 
empire. They will treat the liberty of the press as they 
do the administration, and we shall be marching under the 
guidance of the errors of Bonaparte, without the prestige 
of his imperial glory and the quiet of its unity. 
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